RC19

_ - Cadle
Marie-Jeanne Cadle David B.Jensen 104
L 2 2 2
Cell: 907-254-3105 PO Box 9132 Cell: 907-254-3104
Email: mjcadle@gmail.com Ketchikan, Alaska 99901 Email: dbjensen60@yahoo.com
*

Home Phone: 907-225-7050

I would like to share my comments with the Alaska Board of Game regarding trapping in Alaskain
general and trapping in Ketchikan Gateway Borough. | apologize my comments are not more brief, but |
felt each point was equally important for inclusion and consideration for this meeting and beyond. So
please, if you don't have time to read them all today, please, take the time later.

| would like to start by saying that | am against all trapping, but, that | understand the need to compromise
and my comments below are with compromisein mind. | say this not to anger the Board of Game or any
trappers who may be present at the meeting, but to demonstrate that while some of us may be very
opposed to what the others want, it is still possible to compromise in the interest of moving forward and
minimizing conflict. | hope the Board of Game and trappers will also be willing to compromise as they
consider trapping in areas of high recreational or other people use.

Please also, consider things from the point of what is reasonable for and of the average non trapper, since
the overwhelming majority of Alaska's population and visitors are non-trappers. Reasonable behavior
expectation has long been a standard basis for making determinationsin Western law and should be used
here.

For the purposes of my comments, | will use the term 'high use areas' to mean heavily popul ated areas,
along road systems, popular beaches, near campgrounds, and along trails to name a few areas where there
is maximum opportunity for conflict between trappers and other users. There may be other areas that
should be considered high use areas as well.

| understand, per a Fish & Game representative at the recent K etchikan Gateway Borough meeting,
requests for emergency closures, addressing anything other than game management issues, are not
considered. Thisin direct conflict with the intention of: Alaska Fish and Game Statute: 5 AAC 92.410.
Taking game in defense of life or property, which makes it clear that 'defense of life, property, and
domestic animals' is more important than game management so long as you have made reasonabl e efforts
to avoid risk. Thusrequests for emergency closures for the consideration of people, property and
domestic animals should be considered.

1-1 ask the Board of Game amend their policies/r esolutions/statutesto consider the safety of people
and domestic animals asworthy of emergency closur e or der swhich would fit under the intention of
AS: 5AAC 92.410.

From the pamphlet 2018-2019 Alaska Trapping Regulations put out by the Alaska Department of Fish
and Game, P4: Attention Trappers: Remember to act responsibly by trapping in ways that minimize
conflict between trappers and other users.

While | do seethisis a'suggestion' and not a part of the regulation, it was considered important enough to
put in the regulation pamphlet so it isimportant enough to be a point of discussion. By allowing trapping
in 'high use areas' the Board of Game is not acting responsibly to minimize conflict between trappers and
other users because allowing trapping in these areas knowingly puts trappers in conflict with non-trappers
using the same areas.

In fact, allowing trapping in high use areas maximizes the chance for conflict between trappers and other
users. Trapping closeto high traffic areas increases the risk that a person, pet or other domestic animal
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will be trapped or snared and injured, increases risk a person, unprepared to deal with an injured, enraged
animal, will be injured themselves by trying to save apet. Trapping in high use areas also maximizes
conflict between those who do not want to see trapped animals, those who would feel compelled to
address the suffering of atrapped live animal, children who could be very upset by seeing either their pet
or awild animal injured and traumatized in atrap.

Trapping in high use areasis not aresponsibl e trapping practice. With millions of acres of wilderness
rarely accessed by the mgjority of the population available to trappers, it would seem that requiring
trapping to be done a safe distance from high use areas would have minimal impact to the trapper beyond
convenience and would have maximum benefit to minimizing conflict. Resource users from commercial
fishermen to subsistence seaweed gatherers are expected to travel to areas Fish and Game deems
acceptable for harvest; these areas are often miles from the road system and access may require special
equipment at considerable cost. It is reasonable to expect trappers to conform to similar requirements.

2- 1 would ask the Board of Game to enact, acrossthe state, at aminimum, closuresto trapping
within aradius 5 miles of 'high use areas (with the exception of trapping to protect life and
property) to minimize conflict between trappersand other users.

Another way that allowing trapping in high use areas maximizes potential conflict is by removing wildlife
viewing opportunitiesin these areas. For example: in Ketchikan, users of popular, yet minimally

devel oped trails and beaches |ocated within minutes of downtown, amost never have the opportunity to
see beaver, martin, otter or other small fur bearing animal s because these animal's have been trapped in
these areas to the point they are almost non-existent. Thisisin direct conflict with (AS 16.05.790): It is
against state law to intentionally obstruct or hinder another person's lawful ... viewing of fish and game.
Itisillegal to create asight, sound, smell, or physica stimulus (trap, snare) to alter the behavior of fish
and game another person is attempting to take (view). Not only are local residents disappointed they do
not get to see these beautiful animals when hiking our local trails, but visitors who pay money to take
tours to hike along local trails hoping to see wildlife are disappointed as well: visitors who bring millions
of dollars of revenue to the state of Alaska, to local communities, and to small businesses. | would expect
thisin very populated urban areas down south, yet | have seen more sign of small fur-bearing mammalsin
some cities down south because trapping is not alowed then | have in Ketchikan, which isin Alaska,
which is known for itswildlife viewing. Deer are abundant in town because they are not hunted in town,
yet mink, marten, otter are not because they are trapped. Since Juneau has had a trapping closure enacted
in high use areas; reports and photos of beaver, mink, marten, and wolves in these areas have increased to
the delight of almost everyone who now has the opportunity to see them.

3- 1 would ask the Board of Gameto enact, acrossthe state, at aminimum, closuresto trapping
within aradius 5 miles of 'high use areas (with the exception of trapping to protect life and
property) to minimize the hindrance of another person'sviewing of fish and game and even
increase these opportunitiesfor localsand touristsalike. Thiswill have the added benefit of
financially benefiting many small tour operators as they will be able to market morewildlife
viewing tours.

Code of Ethics

A Trappers Responsibility

(From the Alaska Trappers Manual, created in ajoint effort the Alaska Trappers Association and the
Alaska Department of Fish and Game)

9. Concentrate trapping in area where animals are overabundant for the supporting habitat.

Whileliving in Juneau prior to the trapping closure in high use areas, | never saw a beaver or even asign
of beaver. Not even on the trails farther out the road that | hiked because trapping was allowed in all
these areas. Now, thanks to the closure, | was excited this summer to see a beaver dam right along the
road to the Mendenhall Glacier: now beaver and other small fur bearing animal viewing is almost
commonplace. Living for the past 20 yearsin Ketchikan, | have never had the opportunity to see a beaver
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or beaver dam anywhere in the Ketchikan area. | have almost never seen mink or marten either. Assoon 32f:

asthereissign, they aretrapped. Yet | often see them when | go to trails on surrounding islands, and on
more remote beaches. These animals are not overabundant for the habitat along the K etchikan road
system or most other high use areasin the state. Y et they are plentiful just a short boat ride away and |
am sure even more abundant just a bit farther off the road and trail system. Thisis where trappers should
be trapping per their own code of ethics.

4-1 would ask the Board of Fish and Game to enact regulations, in accordance with the Trappers
Code of Ethics, torequiretrapsand trap linesbein areas where animals ar e overabundant for the
supporting habitat and at least outside a five mile radius ar ound high use ar eas.

I understand from the comments by a trapper at a recent meeting, that expecting trappers to move farther
than 150 yards from popular trailsis a hardship to some, but this argument does not hold sway with Fish
and Game when considering open areas for seaweed subsistence gathering, open fishing areas, open
hunting areas, commercial fishing, etc. It isnot reasonable for trappersto receive special consideration,
especially when the arguments supporting the regulations for the other resource uses apply to trapping.

5- 1 would ask the Board of Fish and Gameto consider their own existing expectations of fees, limits
to open areas, gear, expectationsfor escapement, etc. for other resource usersand makethe
expectationsfor trappers comparable.

Below are additional arguments | have heard from trappers and Fish and Game in favor of the status quo.

1)Trappers don't want to mark trap lines or flag traps because they are worried others may raid trap lines
or damage traps.

The same could be said for everything from cars to mail boxes, yet they are all marked. Traps are a safety
hazard, and whileit is not reasonable to mark all safety hazards and it is reasonable to expect people to
exercise due caution in the wildernessjudicial precedent says the expectation of due caution is based on a
reasonabl e expectation of hazard ie. it is reasonable to watch your step on atrail, it is not reasonable to
expect a non-native trap buried out of sight under the snow in an area where you have walked many times
without there being atrap there. Having traps and lines marked by owners would help in the enforcement
of trapping regulations and marking trap lines tells the average person to expect traps in the area and to
exercise due caution thus minimizing conflict.

2)Non-trappers should carry trap release kits when on trails.

Where do they get these kits? Would it be reasonabl e for trappers to provide multiples of these at the
trailhead of every trail so that visitorsto our state are safe? These kits are heavy, require physical strength
many may hot have especidly if they are rusted, are amost worthless unless you have the opportunity to
practice with the actual traps you may encounter, would most often require two or more peopleto use
safely around a panicked animal.

3)People should keep their pets on leash and kids close while on trails.

Thisisthe same as saying trappers have priority use over al areas off trail. It is not reasonable to expect
people and pets in high use areas to never venture off trail to do legal gathering, photography, recreation
to avoid conflict with atrap. Infact, the Forest Service and Fish and Game provide information about
subsistence gathering which is almost aways done off trail which puts their recommendations in direct
conflict with the trapper argument that non-trappers should stay on trail.

4)Most of thesetrails were started by trappers and so they should have priority.
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Even if thisistrue, most areas that then become high use areas started as resource gathering points 4 2f:

whether it be for fish, timber, minerals, or land for farming. As development happens to support the
gathering of the resource, changes must be made to accommodate the increase in population. Thereisno
longer hard rock gold mining in the middle of downtown Juneau, there is no longer a spruce mill in the
middle of Ketchikan. There should no longer be trapping in the middle of high use aress.

5) Most trappers are responsible and so don't need additional regulations and additional regulations
wouldn't work for irresponsible trappers anyway.

Doors (regulations) are a boundary that keep honest people out, they will not stop dishonest people. But
the breaking down of the door (breaking of alaw) isthe sign to law enforcement that a dishonest personis
at work and it istime for them to step in. Almost no laws are enacted to restrict responsible people. Laws
are made to provide guidance to responsible people and to provide boundaries for irresponsible people.
Further, most rules, laws, and regulations, have enforcement components which is the action item for law
enforcement. Thisiswhat isused to address irresponsible behaviors. Sober driversrarely fight drunk
driving laws. If responsible trappers already aren't trapping in high use areas, already mark their trap
lines, already avoid private property, then they should not fight regulations curtailing these things because
they will not be impacted them and will in fact, benefit from the improved image of trapping.

6) There are amost no conflicts between traps and non-trappers and pets or you would hear about it.

There are many conflicts, but because trapping islegal and protected by Fish and Game so thereisno log
kept of complaints. No data taken when you complain. No one follows up withyou. So it is easy to say
no one complains.

I myself have had two very close calls with traps, one right next to a gravel road where the Forest Service
sent me to cut a Christmas tree. My hand was mere inches from being caught in a6-inch trap as | bent to
cut atree. Circumstances and location being what they were, | probably would have lost my hand. |
called Fish and Game to complain and was told | was lucky | would not be prosecuted for tampering with
thetrap | set off, no report was filed.

My other experience was with a snare trap in the summer about 50 feet off a popular hiking trail just 10
minute from town. When | called to ask why the trail was not marked as having atrap line, | wastold
trappers did not have to mark trap lines and | should leave the trap alone. There was no comment from
the Fish and Game rep that atrap in the summer was out of season. In fact, | was not even asked where
the trap was beyond my volunteering the name of the trail.

The third example | want to give is not mine, but an acquaintance. Her child found their dog dead, in a
trap on their marked property. The dog had obviously been in the trap for a period of time and had
suffered greatly. When she called to report it she was told the trap was legal because it was on a public
waterway ie: small stream on her property so nothing could be done. Her family was heartbroken by the
loss of their beloved pet and her child traumatized at having found their dog so damaged.

Thank you for your time and consideration. Please fed free to contact meif you have any questions or
would like clarification.

Respectfully,

Marie-Jeanne ‘M J Cadle
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Hi Everyone,

Please see the attached Trapping Resolution written by KGB Assembly Member Judith McQuerry
petitioning the State of Alaska Board of Game (BOG) to enact an Emergency trapping restriction in the
Ketchikan area to replace the USFS Emergency Closure Order for Public Safety of 2014 that was recently
(mid November, 2018) rescinded by Earl Stewart, USFS Tongass National Forest Supervisor.

As we all agreed at the October 17, 2018 meeting with the USFS, ADF&G, and a representative of the
Trappers Association, even the local trapper agreed, that we wanted the USFS to continue the trapping
restrictions at the trails and campgrounds mentioned in the USFS Emergency Order and make it a
permanent solution for reasons of public safety. However, the correct process is for BOG approval for
trapping regulations as the BOG has jurisdiction for all animals in the State of Alaska.

Currently Juneau has BOG regulations restricting trapping in their recreational areas as stated in the
State of Alaska Trapping

Regulations: http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/static/applications/web/nocache/regulations/wildliferegulati
ons/pdfs/trapping.pdf7B67357721F9E4052989DC2E5C5AD67C/trapping.pdf

And an Ordinance a half mile around their public and private roads that are closed to trapping, which
makes sense from a safety standpoint also:

08.45.030 - Trapping prohibited.

Except if done by an agent or employee of the federal, state, or municipal government on official
business, it is unlawful for any person to set traps within one-half mile of any public or private street,
road, right-of-way, or highway within the City and Borough.
https://library.municode.com/ak/juneau/codes/code of ordinances?nodeld=PTIICOOR _TITOBANCOPR
CHO8.450BANOTRE 08.45.030TRPR

Skagway currently has submitted a proposal that will be decided upon at the next Board of Game
meeting that will be in Petersburg, January 10-15, 2019. The deadline for proposals was May 1,
2018. The Skagway proposal is #32, Page 36.
http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/static/regulations/regprocess/gameboard/pdfs/2018-
2019/proposals/se all.pdf

The next opportunity for proposals to be heard by the BOG will be in 3 years. That means traps can be
set anywhere in our area, at this time, unless the KGB can successfully obtain emergency relief from the
BOG.

The permanent solution the USFS has ended up with is signage and education. However, they haven’t
updated the current signs at trailheads for many years and admit they don’t have funding to do so plus
they would only install general information signs that traps may be present but nothing specific as if
they are present or not. They held a presentation at the Discovery Center on December 14, 2018 with
the various traps laid out on a table and a video presentation "Sharing Alaska's Trails" by the Alaska
Trapping Association showing how traps are hidden under snow and how to free a dog/cat if it becomes
trapped. http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=trapping.sharing

Extremely difficult to do by only one person without the proper tools a trapper uses and a very high risk
of injury from the terrified and in-pain pet. Even with two people it would be difficult. There are
currently no requirements for trappers to post where the traps are set or any identification on each
trap, as are required for shrimp and crab pots. Children and adults are also at risk of course as these
traps could legally be anywhere. In addition to near streams for marten and in the water, including
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Ward Lake and the Frog Pond for beaver, beaches are also popular trapping areas. People and their pets
recreate everywhere, hiking trails, off-trail for numerous reasons such as berry picking, Christmas tree
hunting, bark gathering, photography, potty breaks and just plain exploring.

There was an incident in Juneau a few years ago where an eagle was caught in a trap and other incidents
with pets in traps and here in Ketchikan, Tina McPherson recounted a harrowing account of when her
dog was caught in a trap and her husband had to stand in the freezing water of a creek near Connell
Lake to support the dog for a long time waiting for help to arrive. With the protection from trapping
now gone we need to be proactive to make our populated areas safe from traps.

Our friend, Angie Taggart, has 12 dogs that she has run, twice, in the Iditarod sled dog race. She needs
to be able to run her dogs, off leash, off trail for exercise. She goes to the White River area and has had
one of her dogs caught in a trap. She needs to be able to safely run her dogs.

The 150’ asked for in the resolution is only 3 times the length of the KGB assembly chambers.

If you look at the back page of the brochure “Trap Safety for Pet Owners” produced by the Alaska
Trappers Association, ADF&G, Division of Wildlife Conservation, you will see a long list of tools and
equipment recommended to take with you when you go outdoors: totally impractical and cumbersome
to have to take that much stuff on a hike. The list includes: stout rope, baling wire, muzzle, trap setters,
and short board or piece of plywood.

At the Ketchikan Gateway Borough Assembly meeting on Monday, January 7, 2019, there were 30
citizens who raised their hand in support of the KGB resolution and 10 people who spoke in favor of it,
with no one speaking in opposition. The Ketchikan Humane Society and Ketchikan Dog Park had
representatives speak in favor of the resolution. The resolution was passed by the Assembly
unanimously.

We didn’t know the USFS was going to rescind their Emergency Closure Order for Public Safety of 2014
until November, 2018, well past the deadline for proposals to the BOG that was May 1, 2018.

The 14,000 citizens of Ketchikan are asking, through their Ketchikan Gateway Borough Assembly
process, for the BOG to enact protection from trapping in populated areas as outlined in the resolution.

Thank you for your consideration.
Keep our citizens safe.

Bev and Jack Davies
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From:

To: DFG, BOG Comments (DFG sponsored)
Subject: FW: ketchikan buffers

Date: Thursday, January 10, 2019 10:37:11 AM

From: A. Jahnke Robert [mailto:bobkrisktn@kpunet.net]
Sent: Thursday, January 10, 2019 6:30 AM

To: DFG, BOF Comments (DFG sponsored)

Cc: itrap2@gci.net; tedspraker

Subject: ketchikan buffers

| have been representing the Alaska Trappers Association Southern Southeast
Chapter, and working closely with the USFS and ADF&G , going on a year now, with
public meetings explaining our concessions with a new buffer plan on said trails. |
personally have spent time and money also working on plans to create dog safe sets
and to present them to the public. The public borough meeting was announced with
only 4 or 5 days notice over a week- end and was attended by many emotionally
pumped up dog owners who feel it is their right over any one else to allow their
animals to run free among other trail users and our wildlife. The facts will bear out that
the issues on these trails result far more from dog bites and attacks then any trap
related issues that pertain to trapping in the two and one half month Marten season.
This is what we asked for with relation to the buffers to be pulled back to. Some of the
main proponents of this resolution have told me they are scared when they see a trap
sign in July, thinking it is a active trap line. ATA's signs have been posted on the trail
heads by the USFS and they explain our trap seasons along with all trail users
responsibilities. The only threat that | see here to the children and our wildlife is by the
free roaming dogs owned by irresponsible dog owners. | could go on about things like
diseases spread by pets to our wildlife but I'm sure the board is well aware of this.
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From: Carol Joan

To: DEG. BOG Comments (DFG sponsored)
Subject: limit trapping within 150 feet in Ketchikan
Date: Wednesday, January 09, 2019 5:29:45 PM

| attended this meeting to support limit trapping within 150 feet of
recreation areas in Ketchikan.

Assembly OK’s trapping resolution

By SCOTT BOWLEN

Daily News Staff Writer

The Ketchikan Gateway Borough Assembly on Monday unanimously approved a revised
resolution that requests the Alaska Board of Game to make an emergency declaration to limit
trapping within 150 feet of certain trails and “vehicular ways or areas” within the borough.

The Assembly took the action understanding that the deadline has passed to request Board of
Game action at the board’s meeting that starts later this week in Petersburg, and that the
resolution’s trapping request doesn’t likely fit the definition of a circumstance needed for the
Board of Game would to consider an emergency request.

Still, with some Assembly members noting that unrestricted trapping along trails and other
areas trafficked by people and pets poses a public safety issue, Assembly members approved
the resolution as a means to make the concern known to the Board of Game and to make a
start toward a solution.

“I believe that while we may not ... create a solution tonight, we are by (submitting) the
resolution, we are beginning to create a solution that will occur,” said Assembly Member Alan
Bailey. “We can begin sometime, and this is the time to begin.”

Local interest in a new prohibition on trapping along trails and roads follows the U.S. Forest
Service’s action in November to rescind a federal emergency order that had limited trapping
within 150 feet from trails and campgrounds on Revillagigedo Island. That order, which was
intended to be temporary, had been in effect since 2014.

When initiating the emergency order, the Forest Service highlighted that trapping in Alaska is
regulated by the Alaska Department of Fish and Game. Fish and Game manages wildlife
through policy established by the Alaska Board of Game.

The Alaska Board of Game is a statewide entity, and meets regarding each region’s issues on a

three-year cycle. Its meeting regarding wildlife management issues in Southeast Alaska starts
late this week in Petersburg. The deadline to submit proposals for management changes in
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the region was in May.

On the agenda is a request by the community of Skagway for Skagway-specific trapping
regulations similar to those sought by the Ketchikan resolution.

Assembly Member Judith McQuerry submitted the proposed resolution for Monday’s agenda
in the hope of obtaining Assembly approval to request that the Board of Game consider the
Ketchikan issue on an emergency basis.

On Monday evening, the Assembly chamber was full of people, many of whom were present
because of their interest in the topic.

At one point, an individual speaking during public comments asked for a show of hands of
people in the audience who supported the proposed resolution. About 30 people raised their
hands, according to Borough Mayor David Landis.

Ten people spoke in support of the resolution, which also requested the Board of Game to
issue rules requiring consistent signage on roads and public trails adjacent to traps.

All of the 10 spoke in favor of limiting traps near trails and roads — generally as a public safety
issue. Some speakers highlighted incidents that they’d experienced with traps firsthand.

The first public speaker was Tina McPherson, who related a June 2018 incident in which her
dog was caught in a snare around its neck near Ward Creek along the road to Connell Lake.
McPherson described an approximately 40-minute ordeal that concluded when an Alaska
State Trooper arrived and was able cut the snare cable apart and free the dog.

“I'm concerned for public safety, for our animals and for our kids and for people, not knowing
those things are there and not knowing what to do — feeling helpless,” said McPherson,
who’d noted that there were no signs indicating the presence of traps. “So I'd like to ask for
your help in securing safety for our citizens and thier families. ... | think this is an issue that
really needs to be solved now.”

Also during the public comments, Ross Dorendorf, the Alaska Department of Fish and Game’s
Ketchikan-area wildlife conservation biologist, made note of the Board of Game’s policy that
states the board will deny a hearing on an issue outside of the regular cycle unless the issue
deals with subsistence hunting (which would be evaluated on a case-by-case basis) — or if the
request justifies a finding of an emergency. In this case, the policy’s definition of emergency
doesn’t work in favor of the proposed resolution.

“An emergency is an unforeseen, unexpected event that either threatens a ... game resource,
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or an unforeseen, unexpected resource situation where a biologically allowable resource
harvest would be precluded by delayed regulatory action, and such delay would be
significantly burdensome to the petitioners because the resource would be unavailable in the
future,” states the policy, which adds that emergencies would be “held to a minimum and
rarely found to exist.”

The Assembly discussed whether it would be possible for the borough to bar traps in specific
areas, a concept that raised issues of jurisdiction, enforcement and whether the borough had
the appropriate powers, and problems of enforcement.

Assembly Member Rodney Dial proposed a two-part amendment to the resolution. The first
part changed the word road to the phrase “vehicular way or area,” which is defined in Alaska
statute as a “way, path, or area, other than a highway or private property, that is designated
by official traffic control devices or customary usage and that is open to the public for
purposes of pedestrian or vehicular travel, and which way or area may be restricted in use to
pedestrians, bicycles, or other specific types of vehicles as determined by the Department of
Public Safety...”

Dial said the proposed change is intended to provide a clearer definition of the type of areas
that the rules would apply to.

|II

The second part of the amendment was to change the term “public trail” to a list of specific
trails compiled by the borough manager or manager designee, to which the rule would apply.
This in part would prevent individuals opposed to trapping from establishing a trail to a

trapping area with the intent of stopping trapping there, according to Dial.

The Assembly approved the amendment by a vote of 6-1, with Assembly Member A.J. Pierce
voting against the amendment.

Prior to the vote, Pierce had said that the deadline had already passed, and wondered

whether the Assembly should continue investigating the issue and how to approach the issue.

She said she completely empathized with the people who had spoken at the meeting.
“I want to make the best educated decision and | don’t feel like it’s tonight,” Pierce said. “And
being that it’s not an emergency as to when we can file, could we consider a continuation for

a couple of meetings?”

McQuerry said she shared Pierce’s concerns, but that the Board of Game wasn’t going to be
meeting again for a long time.

“If we miss this window to let them know what our thoughts are, we might have well never

Submitted by ADF&G Boards Support section

Lagodich
3of4



Lagodich
4 of 4

have brought it up at all,” McQuerry said. “I understand this is a far-less-than-perfect solution.
| agree. I'm very interested in pursuing whatever we can do down the road in the interim, but |
don’t think we should miss this opportunity to express our thoughts to the Board of ... Game.”

As the discussion continued, Landis, who as the general manager of the Southern Southeast
Regional Aquaculture Association has had experience with emergency requests in the similar
Alaska Board of Fisheries process, noted that the boards consider advisory committee
perspectives heavily on issues, and that the Ketchikan Fish and Game Advisory Committee had
been reformed recently. Going forward, the trapping topic would be something the Ketchikan
Advisory Committee could work on toward the next regular board cycle.

The Assembly ultimately voted unanimously to approve the resolution as amended.

CJ Lagodich
Ketchikan
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Rosie Roppel
1354 Bostwick St.
Ketchikan, Alaska 99901

Regarding: “Emergency Trap Regulations” in Ketchikan

First and foremost | want to say, | am not opposed to trapping or hunting. Many of my friends
and family do either one or both. | am concerned for the safety of our inhabitants and visitors.
We can co-exist happily. There is no reason for traps to be placed where trails have been
constructed for people to hike and run.

Thank you for considering this Resolution that our Ketchikan Borough Assembly unanimously
voted to bring this resolution before you to put in place an “emergency” regulatory trap
placement in Ketchikan, Alaska. Thirty people representing different groups in Ketchikan
attended this meeting to show their agreement with putting the “Emergency Trap Regulation”
back in mainly for the public safety. It is unfortunate that the Forest Service rescinded the
Emergency regulation in Nov. after your May deadline. This made it impossible for our town to
protect itself for at least 2 years.

| have lived in Ketchikan for over 68 years and have decided to live in our community to teach
school be able to safely access the trails and mountains year-round in and around our city. |
realize we have had an “Emergency” trap restriction put in and around Ketchikan by the Forest
Service either after the kid put his hand in the trap at Settlers Cove or after a Beaver was
trapped that enraged everyone at Ward Lake, our main recreation area. The Forest Service
can’t find any documentation as it has just disappeared; however, we have people in the
community that remember these incidents. Maybe it was put in because of people’s
kids/animals getting caught in the traps near to the hiking, swimming, and ice-skating areas.

| met with everyone Oct. 17, 2018, at the Southeast Discovery Center with the head of Fish and
Game Ross Dorendorf, the head of the Trappers’ association from Fairbanks, the local trappers,
and the acting head of the Regional Forest Service supervisor Susan Howle. The group came to
an amiable compromise that most of us were the impression when we left the meeting that the
Forest Service was going to go from temporary to permanent...however, Earl Stewart, the
Tongass National Forest Regional Supervisor who did not attend the meeting rescinded the
temporary order. Susan Howle sent letter to us giving us the grim response.

In the past, | have happily walked, skied and hiked all over the mountains and trails around
Ketchikan with a dog. Now | am nervous as | go. | love to stop by the streams with my dog,
sometime kids, and friends on all of the trails summer and winter to get a little water. Now |
am afraid to go near the streams knowing traps are set where wolves like to drink, etc. | am
afraid to step off the trail for any reason, including let my dog roam on leash. | take a lot of
photos where there is a lot of stepping. | walk along the streams in search of swans and other
birds. In the winter, we skid down the banks of Frog Pond with our kids, friends, and dogs to ice
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skate the Frog Pond. This is a prime Beaver Trapping area. | ski with my dog, family, and
friends in the snow on the meadows, which could have traps under the snow.

Then | started hearing on tv about how to free our pets from traps...| was wondering why that
“freeing your animal from Traps” information was ramped up. |, then, heard about the hearing
which | attended in October where | heard about people and their animals getting stuck in wolf
traps and how cats get in the traps in the trees near their homes. And how my friend Angie
Taggart (2 time Iditarod runner) had one of her dogs caught in a trap. My other friend Tina and
Roy McPhearson had their dog caught in a wolf snare in the middle of stream on a summer hike
which nearly killed her husband and her dog. Another friend nearly got her hand into a wolf
trap...up Silvis Lakes Rd. trying to cut a tree. These are all areas just off roads.

| got the brochures, found a trap and realized | am not strong enough to open the trap.... Now |
am worried. Honestly, | couldn’t save my dog or a kid or myself by myself.

| also want to thank the Forest Service for putting in the “emergency trap regulations” in the
past. | am very sorry that they couldn’t keep the regulation in force and | am sorry that after
our last meeting which | thought was going to result in a compromise with the Trapping
Association, that everything was dropped. It seems when heads of the Forest Service come to
our areas, they don’t know the dynamics and make change...even when consulted. It seems
that the Trapping Association has strong lobbying.

Please consider adopting the Ketchikan Borough Assembly’s recommendation for an
“Emergency Regulation”.

Timeline:

May 1, 2018 Board of Game Deadline for submissions

Oct. 17, 2018 USFS, Fish and Game, Trappers’ State Association, and local citizens (who out-
numbered everyone else.)

November ...late November...6 weeks after the meeting...everyone was notified of the USFS of
the grim news...Forest Service Rescinded the Emergency Measure.

As you can see...we don’t have a chance to 2 years to do anything now so please adopt the
Ketchikan Borough’s Resolution. | personally would like to see the setbacks to mirror Juneau’s

regulation.

Jan. 10, 2019 Board of Game meeting
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About a year ago, in the fall, | took my daughter’s and my dogs (13 dogs total) for a hike on a
blocked-off logging road in the White River area. We went to this area where we can walk our
dogs off-leash. The dogs and | had walked up the road about 300 yards when | heard one of the
dogs yelping. | saw her standing about one foot off the road with her leg caughtin a 6 inch
spring trap. | put my foot on the trap and was able to release her leg. Fortunately, her leg was
not damaged. We then started down the trail when | noticed a second trap about three feet
away that was set and ready to trap. | sprang that trap so that no dog would step on it. Both
traps were only about one foot away from the road, and there were no names or markings on
either trap. There are other people, pets, and children who walk on this road, and they could
have easily stepped on these traps. We contacted Fish and Game regarding this incident. They
checked on this and could find no notice of a trap line in this area.

On another day’s walk one summer (after the trapping season was over) on Gravina Island,
one of my dogs was 10 feet off the road when | noticed him stopped and whining. | ran over
and saw that he had a snare around his neck. It was fortunate that he had stopped and wasn’t
pulling and tightening the snare around his neck. Because | had no tools, | had to work for quite
a while to remove the snare from his neck. Again, there was no identification of the owner on
the snare. Since trapping season was over, this snare shouldn’t have even been there. This
could’ve happened to someone else’s pet or child.

John Taggart
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