
Historical Late-Run Kenai King Numbers 

Prior to 2017 we had an all-fish goal of 15,000-30,000, and even in the current times of low production we 

have successfully distributed all fish returns throughout the range of this goal. 
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Kenai River Late-Run King Salmon Escapement (All Fish) 

Above goal: 19 years 
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Previous to the adoption of this goal in 2013 there was an older BEG/SEG of 17,800 to 35,700 all fish, and 

while this goal would have been missed 6 times in the last 13 years it would not qualify for stock of concern 

status. 

In 2017 we changed to a large fish goal for the purpose of more accurate enumeration, but in effect the 

current SEG range of 13,500-27,000 large fish represents a goal that is significantly harder to achieve due to 

changes in the size composition of returning Kenai Kings. This goal absolutely represents a "raising of the goal" 

from the old 15,000 fish goal, and seems very comparable to the 17,800 fish goal. The current SEG is already a 

quite conservative goal and is very difficult to produce in current productivity conditions even with heavily 

restricted harvests. 
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Kenai River Late-Run King Salmon Escapement (Large Fish) 

Above goal: 16 years 

Within goal: 16 years 

Below goal: 6 years 
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As has been much discussed even with the new large fish SEG we would not be in this stock of concern 

situation. The stock of concern status is entirely manufactured by the board generated OEG put in place in 

2021. In fact Kenai Late run chi nook have performed better on average then almost all other chi nook stocks in 

Cook Inlet during this period of low chinook production area wide. 
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