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Angler-days of effort expended by sport anglers fishing the Northern Kenai Peninsula Management Area waters, 2003–2022.

Year Effort % NKPMA Effort e % NKPMA Effort % NKPMA Effort % NKPMA

2003 321,044 74 50,448 12 30,840 7 33,564 8 435,896 20 2,219,398

2004 376,313 75 60,784 12 29,889 6 33,749 7 500,735 20 2,473,961

2005 389,379 76 55,801 11 30,436 6 33,386 7 509,002 21 2,463,929

2006 330,085 72 70,804 15 26,323 6 33,254 7 460,466 20 2,297,961

2007 410,381 77 57,755 11 28,246 5 38,554 7 534,936 21 2,543,674

2008 360,344 75 55,444 12 29,939 6 35,630 7 481,357 21 2,315,601

2009 337,217 73 64,518 14 24,545 5 34,949 8 461,229 21 2,216,445

2010 347,938 80 39,873 9 19,481 4 30,130 7 437,422 22 2,000,167

2011 365,863 79 47,264 10 23,422 5 24,516 5 461,065 24 1,919,313

2012 374,732 82 41,152 9 22,099 5 19,873 4 457,856 24 1,885,692

2013 411,592 78 59,682 11 27,430 5 31,942 6 530,646 24 2,202,957

2014 455,578 79 57,544 10 30,369 5 34,399 6 577,890 25 2,309,851

2015 422,792 78 55,420 10 29,766 6 31,502 6 539,480 24 2,212,331

2016 380,638 80 39,957 8 22,111 5 32,896 7 475,602 24 1,982,300

2017 376,612 78 49,455 10 24,733 5 31,007 6 481,807 24 2,006,244

2018 324,532 75 47,186 11 32,729 8 27,784 6 432,231 23 1,878,009

2019 397,414 78 53,637 11 29,034 6 29,857 6 509,942 25 2,075,431

2020 305,376 76 44,391 11 26,250 7 26,792 7 402,809 26 1,566,516

2021 418,142 81 45,119 9 30,518 6 23,206 4 516,985 26 1,978,718

2022 393,873 81 44,689 9 28,079 6 20,940 4 487,581 27 1,827,809
Average

2003–2022 374,992 77 52,046 11 27,312 6 # 30,397 6 484,747 23 2,118,815

Alaska total

Source: Statewide Harvest Survey (SWHS) estimates from the Alaska Sport Fishing Survey database [Intranet]. 1999–present. Anchorage, AK: Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game, Division of Sport Fish (cited October 2023). Available from: http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/sf/sportfishingsurvey/.
a   Does not include Skilak and Kenai lakes; mainstem only.
b   Does not include Lower and Upper Russian lakes.
c   Does not include Tustumena Lake. 
d  Does not include Other Streams and Other Lakes.

Kenai River a Russian River b Kasilof River c Other NKPMA d NKPMA 
total

Percent 
of state
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MAP OF THE KENAI RIVER
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MAP OF THE KENAI RIVER
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MAP OF THE KENAI RIVER



IN-SEASON KING SALMON 
ASSESSMENT

• Sonar passage estimates of large king 
salmon (> 75cm)

• Creel survey harvest 
• Escapement projected: 

(sonar - harvest = escapement)
• Direct estimates of large king salmon 

= less error and reduce uncertainty.  
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KING SALMON SONAR
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EARLY-RUN KING SALMON

5 AAC 57.160. Kenai River and Kasilof River Early-run 
King Salmon Management Plan
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• January 1- June 30

• Conserve unique large size of early-run

• Regulations

• SEG 2,800 – 5,600 large fish
• No change

• OEG 3,900 – 6,600 large fish 



2023 EARLY-RUN KING SALMON 
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• 2023 forecast = 2,914 large kings
• SEG 2,800 – 5,600
• OEG 3,900 – 6,600

• Preseason = closed (June 30)

• Inseason projections = closed

• Large king escapement = 1,975



2023 EARLY-RUN KING SALMON 
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Year

Cook Inlet 
marine 

harvest a
Misc. 

marine b

Kenaitze 
educational 

harvest c

Sport 
Harvest 
Below 

Sonar from 
creel 

survey Inriver run 

Sport 
harvest 
above 

sonar from 
creel 

surveyd

Release 
mortality 

above 
sonar from 

creel 

surveyd

Release 
mortality 

above 
Soldotna 
Bridge to 

Kenai Lake 
from the 

SWHS
Spawning 

escapement Total run
Harvest 

rate

2014 65 10 1 2,621 2,690 0.03

2015 66 41 8 6,524 4,198 4,303 0.02

2016 23 14 2 2 6,528 4 19 23 6,478 6,567 0.01

2017 40 19 10 95 7,332 440 22 49 6,726 7,401 0.09

2018 4 16 1 29 3,029 64 11 15 2,910 3,051 0.05

2019 e 9 12 0 2 4,188 0 58 54 4,074 4,208 0.03

2020 e 7 2 3 14 2,458 2 2 21 2,418 2,469 0.02

2021 13 1 0 15 4,146 40 26 30 4,036 4,159 0.03

2022 119 1 0 1 2,108 0 4 56 2,047 2,168 0.06

2023 1,975

Average

2014–2022 38 13 3 23 4,539 79 20 35 3,945 4,113 0.04

Note:  NA means data not available.
a  Cook Inlet marine sport harvest; calculated as 5% of total Cook Inlet marine sport harvest.
b  60% of commercial cost-recovery harvest and eastside setnet harvest before 25 June.

Kenai River early-run large > 75 cm Chinook salmon population data, 2014–2023.

Source:  Statewide Harvest Surveys from Mills (1987-1994), Howe et al. (1995, 1996), and Alaska Sport Fishing Survey database [Internet]. 
1996–present. Anchorage, AK: Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Division of Sport Fish (cited November 2023). Available from: 

c Prior to 1994, there was no educational fishery, this was considered a subsistence fishery.  
d  Includes creel survey estimates for the area from Cook Inlet to the Soldotna Bridge and estimates from the SWHS from the Soldotna Bridge to the 
e These estimates are preliminary until biometrically reviewed and published.  



5 AAC 21.359. Kenai River Late-run King Salmon 
Management Plan

13

• June 20 – Aug 15 
• Primarily for sport/guided sport
• Regulations
• Inseason projections

• July 16 (25%), July 27 (50%)
• SEG  13,500 – 27,000 large fish

• No change
• OEG 15,000 – 30,000 large fish
• Designated Stock Of Concern

LATE-RUN KING SALMON



2023 LATE-RUN KING SALMON 
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• 2023 forecast = 13,630 large kings
• SEG 13,500 – 27,000
• OEG 15,000 – 30,000

• Preseason = Closed

• Inseason projections = Closed

• Closures/Restrictions 

• Large king escapement = 14,502



LATE-RUN KING SALMON 
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LATE-RUN  
KING  

SALMON 

Note:  Large fish are king salmon that are 75 cm from mideye to tail fork in length or longer. 
Shaded areas indicate that the goal was achieved for that year. Bold font indicates the goal 
that was management objective. 
a These estimates are preliminary until biometrically reviewed and published. 2023 sonar was 
extended seven days.

Year Escapement SEG/BEG OEG

2004 63,683 17,800–35,700

2005 60,246 17,800–35,700

2006 48,950 17,800–35,700

2007 37,010 17,800–35,700

2008 32,342 17,800–35,700

2009 21,410 17,800–35,700

2010 11,375 17,800–35,700

2011 16,340 17,800–35,700

2012 21,417 17,800–35,700

2013 19,342 15,000–30,000

2014 17,451 15,000–30,000

2015 22,642 15,000–30,000

2016 18,790 15,000–30,000

2017 20,583 13,500–27,000

2018 17,405 13,500–27,000

2019 11,709 13,500–27,000

2020 11,854 13,500–27,000 15,000–30,000

2021 12,238 13,500–27,000 15,000–30,000

2022 13,911 13,500–27,000 15,000–30,000

2023a 14,502 13,500–27,000 15,000–30,000

Average

2004–2023 24,660
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LATE-RUN KING SALMON 
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Table 82-1.–Kenai River late-run large ≥75 cm king salmon harvest, catch-and-release mortality, inriver run,
escapement, total run and harvest rate, 2017–2023.

Year
Marine 
sport 

harvesta

Eastside 
setnet 

harvestb,h

Drift 
gillnet 

harvestc

Subsis. 
or Educ. 

harvestd

Personal 
use dipnet 

harveste

Inriver 
sport 

harvestf

Inriver 
sport 

release 

mortalityf

Inriver 

rung  

Spawning 

escapementg

Total 

rung
Harvest 

rate

2017 61 2,998 144 7 928 5,857 196 26,595 20,583 30,734 0.33
2018 11 555 106 0 2 97 198 17,691 17,405 18,364 0.05
2019 34 613 58 0 14 857 92 12,637 11,709 13,360 0.12
2020 0 166 35 1 6 0 163 12,014 11,854 12,226 0.03
2021 28 217 40 0 13 141 117 12,489 12,238 12,794 0.04
2022 0 41 53 0 2 0 92 13,981 13,911 14,078 0.01

2023 i 0 0 35 0 0 0 0 14,502 14,502 14,537 0

Average
2017–2023 19        656        67           1          138        993     123        15,701    14,600       16,585 0



LATE-RUN KING SALMON 
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2024 KENAI RIVER 
KING SALMON FORECAST 
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• Early-run forecast
• 2,630 large king salmon

• OEG 3,900- 6,600

• Late-run forecast
• 13,639 large king salmon

• OEG 15,000-30,000



2024 KENAI RIVER 

21

• Early-run forecast
• 2023- 2,914 (1,975 actual)
• 2024- 2,630

• OEG 3,900- 6,600

• Late-run forecast
• 2023- 13,630 (14,502 actual)
• 2024- 13,639

• OEG 15,000-30,000
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Early-run forecast
2023- 2,914 (1,975)
2024- 2,630
OEG 3,900- 6,600

Late-run forecast
2023- 13,630 (14,502)
2024- 13,639
OEG 15,000-30,000

2023 Preseason King Salmon Closures and Restrictions

Northern Cook Inlet and Western Cook Inlet
Closed to fishing for king salmon
• Susitna River drainage (except Yentna drainage) 
• All drainages in the West Cook Inlet Area
Restricted- Catch and Release, one unbaited, single-hook, artificial lure 

• Yentna River drainage  
• Little Susitna River drainage

o Closed July 6
Kenai Peninsula

Closed to fishing for king salmon
• Kenai River early-run king salmon 
• Kenai River late-run king salmon 

o Bait prohibited through August 31
• Kasilof River Personal Use set gillnet fishery 

o Closed June 15 
Restricted- Kasilof River- only hatchery-produced fish. only one single hook

Lower Cook Inlet
Closed to fishing for king salmon- Anchor River and Deep Creek
Restricted- Ninilchik River - only hatchery-produced fish. only one single hook

Cook Inlet Marine Waters
Closed to fishing for king salmon- Cook Inlet salt waters north of Bluff Point
Restricted- Reduced the limit to one king salmon south of Bluff Point 
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Drift Only
January 1- July 31

Mouth – Sterling Highway Bridge

No Fishing from Vessel
August 1- August 15

Sterling Bridge – Tustumena Lake



5 AAC 57.160. Kenai River and Kasilof River Early-run 
King Salmon Management Plan

27

• January 1- June 30 
• Two king bag limit (over 20 inches)

• One naturally-produced (Tue, 
Thu, Sat only)

• One hatchery- produced
• July 1- July 31: downstream of Sterling 

Highway
• One king bag limit (over 20 inches) 

KASILOF RIVER KING SALMON



2023 KASILOF KING SALMON 
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• Preseason = May 1 
• Hatchery retention only (two over 

20 inches)
• No bait downstream of bridge 

until May 16
• Multiple hooks prohibited

• Inseason = July 1 
• Hatchery retention only (one over 

20 Inches)
• No bait downstream of bridge
• Multiple hooks prohibited
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KENAI RIVER SOCKEYE SALMON

30

• Late June through August

• Limit: 3 per day / 6 possession

• Liberalized > 2.3 million fish

• Restricted < 900,000 fish

• SEG 750,000 – 1,300,000 fish

5 AAC 21.360. Kenai River Late-run Sockeye Salmon 
Management Plan



2023 SOCKEYE SALMON

31

• 2023 forecast = 2,820,000 sockeye 
salmon
• SEG 750,000-1,300,000

• Management action = July 21, increase 
bag limit to 6/day, 12/possession

• Final escapement of 2,046,439 
sockeye salmon 



KENAI RIVER SOCKEYE SALMON
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KENAI RIVER SOCKEYE SALMON
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Year
Kenai River 

sonar count c
Inriver goal 
(thousands)

Spawning 
escapement

Esc Goal 
(thousands)

1999 803,379 750-950 647,474 500-1,000

2000 624,578 600-850 420,777 500-1,000

2001 650,036 600-850 481,932 500-1,000

2002 957,924 750-950 744,858 500-1,000

2003 1,181,309 750-950 927,575 500-1,000

2004 1,385,981 850-1,100 1,131,145 500-1,000

2005 1,376,452 850-1,100 1,121,634 500-1,000

2006 1,499,692 750-950 1,327,054 500-1,000

2007 867,572 750-950 601,854 500-1,000

2008 614,946 650-850 406,420 500-1,000

2009 745,170 650-850 503,171 500-1,000

2010 970,662 750-950 714,038 500-1,000

2011 1,599,217 1,100-1,350 1,280,675 700-1,400

2012 1,581,555 1,100-1,350 1,212,835 700-1,400

2013 1,359,893 1,000-1,200 980,208 700-1,400

2014 1,520,340 1,000-1,200 1,218,342 700-1,400

2015 1,709,051 1,000-1,200 1,400,047 700-1,400

2016 1,383,692 1,000-1,350 1,119,988 700-1,400

2017 1,308,498 1,000-1,300 1,071,064 700-1,200

2018 1,035,761 900-1,100 886,761 700-1,200

2019 1,849,054 1,000-1,300 1,457,031 700-1,200

2020 1,814,252 1,000-1,200 1,605,627 750-1,300

2021 2,441,825 1,000-1,200 2,006,290 750-1,300

2022 1,570,395 1,000-1,400 1,206,003 750-1,300

2023 2,343,976 1,000-1,400 ND 750-1,300

KENAI 
RIVER 

SOCKEYE 
SALMON



RUSSIAN RIVER SOCKEYE SALMON
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• Early-run = BEG 22,000-42,000

• Management actions 2023

• June 14, Open Sanctuary
• June 18, bag to 6/day, 12/poss
• June 24, bag to 9/day, 18/poss

• Final escapement of 66,818

5 AAC 57.150. Russian River Sockeye Salmon 
Management Plan



RUSSIAN RIVER SOCKEYE SALMON
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• Late-run = SEG 44,000 – 85,000

• Management actions 2023

• June 14, Open Sanctuary
• August 9, bag to 6/day, 12/poss

• Final escapement of 160,430

5 AAC 57.150. Russian River Sockeye Salmon 
Management Plan
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Year ER LR ER LR ER LR ER LR

2003 22,986 28,085 ND ND 23,650 157,469 46,636 185,554

2004 32,727 22,417 ND ND 56,582 110,244 89,309 132,661

2005 37,139 18,503 ND ND 52,903 59,473 90,042 77,976

2006 51,167 29,694 ND ND 80,524 89,160 131,691 118,854

2007 36,805 16,863 380 316 27,298 53,068 64,483 70,247

2008 42,492 23,680 928 478 30,989 46,638 74,409 70,796

2009 59,097 33,935 605 369 52,178 80,088 111,880 114,392

2010 23,412 9,333 615 246 27,074 38,848 51,101 48,427

2011 22,697 14,412 670 315 29,129 41,529 52,496 56,256

2012 15,231 15,074 873 442 24,115 54,911 40,219 70,427

2013 27,162 20,146 769 555 35,776 31,573 63,707 52,274

2014 35,870 17,864 1,233 377 44,920 52,277 82,023 70,518

2015 29,997 13,744 906 624 50,226 46,223 81,129 60,591

2016 13,086 11,543 1,091 510 38,739 37,837 52,916 49,890

2017 27,109 10,592 1,496 182 37,123 45,012 65,728 55,786

2018 26,999 15,344 1,641 401 44,110 71,052 72,750 86,797

2019 60,339 17,717 1,427 442 125,942 64,585 f 187,708 82,744

2020 25,731 11,363 1,234 956 27,103 78,832 54,068 91,151

2021 29,201 15,282 1,122 482 46,976 123,950 77,299 139,714

2022 20,366 19,994 1,046 586 61,098 124,561 82,510 145,141

Average

2003–2022 31,981 18,279 1,002 455 45,823 70,367 78,605 89,010

Note:   ND means no data collected. NA means data not available.
a  Estimates for 1999–2021 are from the SWHS and include effort for the whole year and for other species.
b Harvest from 1999─present was estimated from the annual SWHS.
c The subsistence fishery started in 2007 and includes Russian River Falls and Upper Kenai River dipnet and rod-
d Escapements for the early-run are the number of fish past the weir from its installation in June through July 14. 
e Total run is determined from escapement above the weir plus harvest.
f  Incomplete count, weir evacuated 8/18/19 due to nearby wildfire danger.

Harvest and escapement, Russian River early-run (ER) and late-run (LR) sockeye salmon, 
1999─2022.

Sport harvest b Subsistence harvest c Spawning escapement d

Source:  Alaska Sport Fishing Survey database [Internet]. 1999–present. Anchorage, AK: Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game, Division of Sport Fish (cited November 2022). Available from: 

Total run e 

RUSSIAN 
RIVER 

SOCKEYE 
SALMON

ER- 22,000-42,000
LR- 44,000- 85,000
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KENAI RIVER COHO SALMON

5 AAC 57.170. Kenai River Coho Salmon Management Plan

40

• Guideline options to restrict
• Provide unguided and guided sport 

reasonable harvest opportunity

• No inseason assessment

• No escapement goal

• Regulations 
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KENAI RIVER COHO SALMON

Year
Prior to 

1 Sep
After 1 

Sep Total
Prior to 

1 Sep
After 1 

Sep Total
Prior to 

1 Sep
After 1 

Sep Total
Prior to 1 

Sep
After 1 

Sep Total

2012 14,842 8,123 22,965 7,789 5,024 12,813 375 254 629 23,006 13,401 36,407

2013 17,414 6,417 23,831 17,408 7,421 24,829 212 82 294 35,034 13,920 48,954

2014 18,930 11,829 30,759 18,092 11,586 29,678 89 40 129 37,111 23,455 60,566

2015 20,317 13,685 34,002 12,910 10,081 22,991 45 29 74 33,272 23,795 57,067

2016 15,759 9,019 24,778 10,073 4,872 14,945 131 77 208 25,963 13,968 39,931

2017 17,810 11,815 29,625 10,611 8,046 18,657 83 62 145 28,504 19,923 48,427

2018 20,168 9,531 29,699 12,819 7,945 20,764 29 17 112 33,016 17,493 50,575

2019 13,517 7,038 20,555 13,265 7,064 20,329 93 60 287 26,875 14,162 41,171

2020 10,223 5,861 16,084 7,105 4,190 11,295 28 17 67 17,356 10,068 27,446

2021 21,930 10,844 32,774 16,766 9,413 26,197 0 0 0 38,696 20,257 58,971

2022 22,161 12,725 34,886 15,375 6,894 22,269 31 16 47 37,567 19,635 57,202

Average

2012–2021 17,091 9,416 26,507 12,684 7,564 20,250 109 64 195 29,883 17,044 46,952

Note:   ND means no data collected
a  SWHS began reporting consistently in 2002. Total includes harvest with no early/late run breakdown.
b Total does not sum due to early- or late-run not specificied.

Source: Alaska Sport Fishing Survey database [Internet]. 1999–present. Anchorage, AK: Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Division of Sport Fish (cited October 
2023). Available from: http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/sf/sportfishingsurvey/.

Estimated sport harvest of Kenai River coho salmon by river section, 2012─2022. 
 Cook Inlet to Soldotna 

Bridge

Kenai River reach not 

specified a All sectionsb
Soldotna Bridge to Kenai 

Lake
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KENAI RIVER RESIDENT SPECIES

5 AAC 57.120. Kenai River General Provisions

43

Provide year-round opportunity
• Rainbow Trout/Steelhead

• No retention over 16” 
• Spawning protections/closed areas

• Arctic Char/Dolly Varden
• No retention over 16” 

• Arctic Grayling
• No size limit
• bag and possession of five
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Year C H % R C H % R C H % R C H % R C H % R C H % R

2003 12,844 1,026 8.0 10,913 700 6.4 41,204 372 0.9 54,552 0 0.0 3,536 180 5 123,049 2,278 1.9

2004 15,080 1,452 9.6 13,310 978 7.3 34,026 831 2.4 91,443 0 0.0 5,651 50 1 159,510 3,311 2.1

2005 14,119 953 6.7 11,585 647 5.6 34,675 607 1.8 57,936 267 0.5 7,949 43 1 126,264 2,517 2.0

2006 13,168 588 4.5 13,683 1,109 8.1 33,222 472 1.4 67,741 289 0.4 4,005 41 1 131,819 2,499 1.9

2007 11,829 542 4.6 18,832 769 4.1 52,701 684 1.3 90,757 661 0.7 4,851 10 0 178,970 2,666 1.5

2008 26,385 696 2.6 20,943 794 3.8 47,956 772 1.6 103,095 941 0.9 4,496 11 0 202,875 3,214 1.6

2009 11,502 625 5.4 16,165 543 3.4 67,940 828 1.2 102,745 399 0.4 3,280 59 2 201,632 2,454 1.2

2010 9,397 553 5.9 16,944 786 4.6 63,655 696 1.1 79,663 237 0.3 3,642 131 4 173,301 2,403 1.4

2011 19,849 571 2.9 27,305 464 1.7 80,908 318 0.4 71,088 374 0.5 615 0 0 199,765 1,727 0.9

2012 16,119 843 5.2 23,866 878 3.7 47,253 396 0.8 81,349 386 0.5 856 37 4 169,443 2,540 1.5

2013 11,140 464 4.2 13,174 461 3.5 52,992 400 0.8 90,301 446 0.5 435 0 0 168,042 1,771 1.1

2014 12,123 616 5.1 14,216 502 3.5 43,059 273 0.6 69,629 135 0.2 166 93 56 139,193 1,619 1.2

2015 29,097 797 2.7 22,093 534 2.4 67,020 648 1.0 123,441 286 0.2 0 0 0 241,651 2,265 0.9

2016 23,241 834 3.6 25,492 860 3.4 43,042 599 1.4 78,149 169 0.2 1,011 0 0 170,935 2,462 1.4

2017 18,206 1,526 8.4 17,967 918 5.1 53,884 303 0.6 103,437 830 0.8 0 0 0 193,494 3,577 1.8

2018 10,132 323 3.2 15,302 259 1.7 27,538 219 0.8 48,373 351 0.7 79 0 0 101,424 1,152 1.1

2019 12,731 392 3.1 17,550 684 3.9 33,459 196 0.6 52,166 257 0.5 176 0 0 116,082 1,529 1.3

2020 9,230 311 3.4 11,380 229 2.0 38,189 99 0.3 64,951 174 0.3 175 48 27 123,925 861 0.7

2021 21,010 456 2.2 22,729 260 1.1 37,059 55 0.1 62,509 727 1.2 199 0 0 143,506 1,498 1.0

2022 14,332 501 3.5 14,147 614 4.3 22,095 264 1.2 68,189 180 0.3 527 0 0 119,290 1,559 1.3

Average
2003–2022 15,577 703 5 17,380 649 4 46,094 452 1 78,076 355 0 2,082 35 5 159,209 2,195 1

Note:   ND means no data collected
a SWHS began consistently reporting in 2002.

Source: Alaska Sport Fishing Survey database [Internet]. 1999–present. Anchorage, AK: Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Division of Sport Fish (cited October 2023). Available from: 
http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/sf/sportfishingsurvey/.

Cook Inlet to    
Soldotna Bridge

Soldotna Bridge to 
Moose River

Moose River to 
Skilak Outlet

Skilak Inlet to Kenai 
Lake

Kenai River Reach 

not specified a Kenai River total

Estimated Kenai River rainbow trout catch (C), harvest (H) and retention rate (% R) by river section, 2003─2022.
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PERSONAL USE FISHERIES

46

• Kenai River Dipnet, Kasilof River 
Gillnet, Kasilof River Dipnet, and 
Fish Creek Dipnet, Susitna River

• Average of ~ 27,000 permits
• Household permit harvest limit: 

• 25 salmon per head of 
household / 10 salmon per 
additional household member

• 10 flounder

5 AAC 77.540. Upper Cook Inlet Personal Use Salmon 
Fishery Management Plan



KENAI RIVER DIPNET FISHERY

47

• Season dates: July 10 to July 31, 
6:00 am to 11:00 pm

• Liberalized > 2.3 million fish
• Annual limit of 1 king salmon

• No retention if inriver restricted 
• Restricted in order to achieve the 

late run sockeye salmon SEG and to 
conserve late-run king salmon

5 AAC 77.540. Upper Cook Inlet Personal Use Salmon 
Fishery Management Plan



2023 PERSONAL USE FISHERIES
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• Kenai River Dipnet: July 10-July 31
• July 10 - no king salmon
• July 21- open 24 hours

• Kasilof Dip Net: June 25-August 7
• No king salmon by regulation
• June 25 - Extended area upstream

• Kasilof gillnet: June 15-June 24
• June 15 - Closed for Kenai River 

king salmon conservation
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All Salmon Species Harvest

Kenai River
Dip Net

Kasilof River
Dip Net

Kasilof River
Gillnet

Fish Creek
Dip Net

YEAR

286,213162,5276,37237,6342022

332,659101,15918,49716,2572021

274,072100,95414,90131,5582020

337,73584,45316,11418,7002019

176,43996,31114,53921,5312018

307,82482,69822,1415,5032017

271,52461,61826,73102016

386,85393,92727,84124,2392015

404,86694,23022,77012,1702014

354,72788,23314,62102013

PERSONAL USE FISHERIES
Chinook Salmon Harvest

Kenai River
Dip Net

Kasilof River
Dip Net

Kasilof River
Gillnet

Fish Creek
Dip Net

YEAR

13211902022

5099432021

23127072020

30313122019

7612052018

1,1941411812017

6382614102016

6606102015

005002014

11184602013

Sockeye Salmon Harvest

Kenai River
Dip Net

Kasilof River
Dip Net

Kasilof River
Gillnet

Fish Creek
Dip Net

YEAR

282,085158,7346,32935,6562022

326,49196,45418,21214,5582021

257,86494,06414,74528,0192020

331,40880,73015,86415,8862019

165,02892,03414,39018,6592018

297,04978,26021,9274,8942017

259,05758,27326,53902016

377,53289,00027,56719,2602015

379,82388,51322,5675,8292014

347,22285,52814,43902013
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KENAI RIVER GUIDE AND VESSEL

Guides- Sport fishing from guide vessel
• May 1 – July 31, below Skilak Lake

• Only from 6am to 6pm
• Sundays- prohibited

• July 31 – Nov 30: Mondays
• No fishing below Moose R.
• No Coho fishing above Moose R.

Vessels 
• May 1 – July 31 

• Drift-only Mondays  

5 AAC 57.140. Kenai River Guiding and Guided Fishing
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Year Fishing Nonfishing Motorized   Drift   Total a

2014 267 69 239 97 336

2015 258 74 226 106 332

2016 267 73 241 99 340

2017 296 51 252 95 347

2018 296 40 254 42 296

2019 288 49 246 42 288

2020 224 19 273 108 381

2021 256 13 221 35 256

2022 289 8 444 47 491

2023 278 7 343 29 372
Average

2014–2022 271 44 266 75 341
Source:   Guide and vessel data, Alaska DNR.
a This column includes non-fishing guide business vessels.

Guide business type         Vessels registered

Number of Kenai River fishing guides and vessels registered with Alaska 
State Parks, 2014–2023. 
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RIVER 
KING 

SALMON  
SONAR
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