
 

   

          
    

        
            

               
       

         
       

        
            

      
        

         
        

 

 

RC062

3/13/2022 

Members of the Board, 

I would like to please submit this late RC acknowledging an error in the slides which I presented 
to the board the other day. 

My previous RC, RC42, features a slide about the reduction fishery in Southeast Alaska which 
suggests that there was no catch in 1959. Alas, this is not true - in my haste to assemble that 
slide, I had a spreadsheet error for that year! I would like to extend my thanks to Member Wood 
for identifying the unusual feature of the chart. 

Interestingly, this error is similar to errors perennially present in ADFG data – most recently in 
RC43 - in which there were supposed biomass collapses in the early 1920's, in 1940/41, and in 
the 1960's and 1970's. Those collapses did not happen in the way that they appear in ADFG 
materials. I have attached two pages here; one is a page from the field notebook of USFW 
biologist Lawrence Kolloen from 1940, demonstrating that Sitka had a good spawning event in 
that year. The other is statistical info indicating the very low historic harvest from the near-Sitka 
area, putting into stark contrast the extreme GHL being allowed today. It appears from these 
errors that the Department’s historical graph of biomass should not be in use. 

Best, 

Peter Bradley 
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Statistics of the herring filheiy tf1 Alaska are summariz~d iD this report for the 
yean 1878 to 1956 inso,far as aetailed data were available, 

Catcbes are iecorded by statistk:al areas iD Southeastern Aluka, Prince .Wil­
liam Sound, and Kodiak and apruent a zevilioll of previously published figures ob­
talm4J,y c:rmveJtblg meal .-0:.:..-:1:• of fiah. Pl'OduciS of the fishery and 

,~,~::rc:;ec~,.u•llle --,.af'e,•••• ,._ b .U Maka., . 

The purpose of this report is to provide a reliable statistical 
summary of the herring (Clupea harengus pallasi) fishery in Alaska. Such 
a summary is of paramount importance to research studies and to management 
of the fishery. The present data include all catch figures available by 
statistical area through 1956, when the statistical recording system was 
changed. 

Previously published herring catch statistics were examined care­
fully. Some inaccuracies were uncovered and it was fowid that the statis­
tics were incomplete in some respects. Corrections and additions to pub­
lished statistics have been made and are incorporated into the tables of 
this report. 

Upon ·examiDt°N past st~cal reports.it was noted tbat annual 
catch figures published prior to 1950 were obtained by converting meal 
production to pounds of fish. The weight of meal is not, however, a fixed 
function of fish weight, and in some years large discrepancies from actual 
catch poundage were reported. Further, discrepancies in catch data occurred 
when both 200- and 250-pound barrels were recorded on fish receipts, but 
tallied on agents' sworn reports as 250-pound units. Catches by statisti­
cal areas were not published in the past. The area breakdown presented in 
this report has been utilized both in research and management and should 
prove useful to industry and fishermen as well. Additional justification 
for compiling these data is emphasized by the fact that catch and produc­
tion records published since 1905 are only annual summaries and the majo r 
portion of these summaries are not readily available. Further, in 1956 the 
unit of weight for reporting catches was changed from 250-pound barrels to 
short tons and it would have been unwieldy to compare current data with 
past records. 

https://reports.it
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