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North Alaska Peninsula Salmon Fisheries 

by Reid Johnson 

Port Moller 

 

Report to Alaska Board of Fisheries 

February 2019 
 

Written Report: Supplemental Materials 
Staff Comments: RC 2 
Oral Report: RC 3; Tab 5 



• Describe North Alaska Peninsula geographic areas and 
fisheries 
 

• Brief description of the management of the Nelson Lagoon, 
Bear River, Three Hills, Ilnik, and Outer Port Heiden sections 
 

• Discuss North Peninsula effort levels, harvest, and 
escapement data 
 

• Overview of proposals  
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Presentation Objectives 
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Bear River  
Section: May 1 

Ilnik Section to  
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Outer Port Heiden 
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Black Hills 
Section: 
May 1 

Herendeen and Moller 
Bay Section: May 1 

Cinder 
Lagoon 
Section: 
May 1 

Port Moller Bight Section: May 1 

Inner Port 
Heiden 
Section: 
May 1 
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Sockeye Salmon Stocks Managed in  
Five Areas of the Northern District  
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Area Through July 20 Post July 20 

Bear River Section Bear and Sandy rivers Bear and Sandy rivers 

Three Hills Section Bear, Sandy, and Ilnik 
rivers Bear and Sandy rivers 

Ilnik Section SW of 
Unangashak Bluffs 

Ilnik and Ugashik rivers Bear River  
(through August 15 only) 

Ilnik Section NE of 
Unangashak Bluffs 

Ilnik, Meshik, and 
Ugashik rivers 

Bear River  
(through August 15 only) 

Outer Port Heiden 
Section  

(June 20 – July 31) 

Meshik and Ugashik 
rivers Meshik River 
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Number of Permits Fished in the Bear River, Three Hills, Ilnik, and 
Outer Port Heiden Sections, 1999–2018 

Bear River Three Hills
Ilnik Outer Port Heiden
Total
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Bear River
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Harvest, Through and Post July 20, 2009–2018 
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Nelson Lagoon Sockeye Salmon Harvest, 1989–2018 

20-year average = 249,912

10-year average = 205,524

  5-year average = 267,681
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North Peninsula Sockeye Salmon Harvest, 1989–2018 

20-year average = 2,130,928
10-year average = 2,148,813
  5-year average = 2,884,526
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North Peninsula Sockeye Salmon Escapement, 1989–2018 

20-year average = 1,160,922

10-year average = 1,218,398

  5-year average = 1,568,098

11 
10 



0

50,000

100,000

150,000

200,000

250,000

Year 

Meshik River Sockeye Salmon Escapement, 2009–2018 

Upper bound = 86,000 
Lower bound = 48,000 

Average escapement = 105,004 
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Cinder River Sockeye Salmon Escapement, 2009–2018 

Average escapement = 139,002 

Upper bound = 94,000 
Lower bound = 36,000 
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Outer Port Heiden Commercial Sockeye Salmon Harvest, 2007–2018 

10-year average = 522,647
  5-year average = 555,907
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Cinder River

Inner and Outer Port Heiden

Ilnik

Three Hills

Bear River and Port Moller Bight

Nelson Lagoon

Northern District Coho Salmon Harvest,  
1989–2018 
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Northern District Coho Salmon Escapement, 
1989–2018 
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North Peninsula Proposals 
  

Changes to Northern District Salmon Fisheries Management 
Plan - 5 AAC 09.369 

  

Sandy River weir 

Three proposals concern the North Peninsula salmon fishery. They 
are proposals 144, 145, and 146. 
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Unangashak 
Bluffs 
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The End 

Sockeye salmon swimming through the Bear River weir 
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