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Homer Fish and Game Advisory Committee February 7, 2017 - excerpt

for Statewide King & tanner Crab March 2017
NERRS Building

L Call to Order: 6:00 by Dave Lyon, chair.

Il. Roll Call
Members Present: Dave Lyon (chair), Tom Young (vice chair), George Matz (secretary), Michael
Craig, Jim Meesis, Lee Martin, Thomas Hagberg, Doug Malone, Marvin Peters, Wes Humbyrd,
Joey Alred, Gary Sinnhuber, Phillip Jones, Dan Anderson.
Members Absent: Ty Gates, Dennis Wade,

Number Needed for Quorum on AC: 8
List of User Groups Present: None
Ill. Approval of Agenda: Items advertised.
IV. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: NA
V. Fish and Game Staff Present: None.
VI. Guests Present: Joshua Ross, David Martin chair of Central Peninsula AC.

VII. Old Business: Dave mentioned that his letter as chair to other AC’s asking them to sign on in
opposition to the reappointment of Ted Spraker had some support, but not commitments to sign on to
our letter. He suggested sending the letter to the Governor to make him aware of the Homer AC's
dissatisfaction with the lack of support we get from Mr. Spraker. The vote to send a letter was Support
— 10, Oppose — 3, Abstain — 1.

Dave also mentioned that with the passing of Carmen Field, the Division of Sport Fish has no one able to
lead their popular gear loaning program. Dave mentioned that the DSF has the equipment needed and
that the Homer AC volunteer to lead these classes. The Homer AC would benefit by the community
service it provides. No one was in disagreement to setting up this arrangement with DSF.

VIII. New Business: Dave Martin, chair of the Central Peninsula AC gave a review of the BOF proposals
submitted by his committee as well as a summary of the intercept fishery issue in the Kodiak area that
recently became known to them as the result of new results from ADF&G genetic studies. He said that
about 1/3 of the salmon harvest in the Kodiak area are of Upper Cook Inlet origin. This amounts to a
harvest of about 300,000 to 1,000,000 fish per season, which makes a serious dent in the resource
available for Cook Inlet fisherman. It also messes up Upper Cook Inlet escapement goals. He said what
is needed is to not allow fishing off the capes of the Kodiak Archipelago during weeks when Upper Cook
Inlet salmon are migrating through. The Central Peninsula AC recently sent a letter to the Board of
Fisheries (see attachment) asking that this issue be recognized.

The Homer AC discussed the letter and decided to voice support for the letter. The vote was Support —
14, Oppose — 0, Abstain — 0. With these minutes, the Board of Fisheries is hereby notified that the
Homer AC supports the Jan, 31, 2017 letter to it from the Central Peninsula AC asking “the BOF direction
for ADF&G to focus the KMA salmon harvests on local stocks and minimize the interception of non-local
stocks.”

Decisions on Upper Cook Inlet Finfish are presented below.
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Prohibit use of bait in the late-run Kenai River king salmon fishery until escapement
BOF 160
goals have been met.
[ ] Support 0-1 As amended.
13
A-0
Allow only barbless, unbaited, single-hook gear on the Kenai River from January 1 —
BOF 187
August 1.
|:| Support 3 0-2
A-4
BOF 188 Allow only one single-hook or one single-hook lure.
|:| Support 3 0-2
A-4
BOF 191 Increase Kenai River coho salmon bag limit from two fish to three.
[ ] Oppose 0 0-13 This is not the tie to increase bag limits for Kenai River coho.
A-1
BOF 222 Prohibit fishing for king, sockeye, and coho salmon in the Larson Creek drainage.
[ ] Support Change of water temperature has concentrated fish in a smaller area, which
0-0 attracts more intense fishing. While fishing in confluence areas may have
12 . , _—
A-2 ben more acceptable in the past, when there wasn’t as much fishing
pressure, things are not the same now.
BOF 265 Amend the noncommercial harvest strategy for Tanner crab in the Cook Inlet area to
allow limited fishing opportunity in the absence of abundance estimates.
|:| Support Amendment "proxies may not be used in this tanner crab
14 0-0 fishery". Amendment 14-0-0.
A-0 It was felt that the harvest without good stock verification in force could
lead to over harvest if proxy fishing were allowed.

Next meeting will be the first Tuesday, March 14, 2017. Discussion about game and fish subcommittees.
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm
Minutes taken by George Matz

Approved by: Dave Lyon
Date: 2/9/2017



Kodiak Advisory Committee

February 21, 2017

ADF&G Building, Kodiak AK

I.  Callto Order: 1310 by Julie Kavanaugh, Acting Chair

. Roll Call: Members Present: 9

Andrew Finke-Kodiak Subsistence
Oliver Holm-Small Boat

Melissa Burns-Concerned Citizen
Kip Thomet-Set Net
Tuck Bonney-Processor

W N R WN R

Number Needed for Quorum on AC: 8

User Groups Present:

Salmon Set Net Sport Fish
Trawler Fish Guide
Seiner Subsistence
Small Vessel ADFG

. Fish and Game Staff Present:

Natura Richardson
Tyler Pollum

V. Guests Present:
Paul Yatsik
Coral Chernoff
Paddy O’Donnell

V.  Approval of Agenda: Approved Unanimously.

Rolan Ruoss-Transporter/Sport Fish Charter

Julie Kavanaugh-Vice Chair-Concerned Citizen
Jason Bunch-Secretary, Kodiak City ALT-1

Kevin Atkins, BY TELEPHONE-Village Alt. Port Lions

Transporters
Village Resident
City Residents

Mark Stichert
Nat Nichols
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VI.  Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: Completed by Chairman Paul Chervenak before
this meeting as approved during last AC Meeting. See Kodiak AC Meeting 12/15/16
Minutes.

VIl.  Old Business: None

VIIIL.

New Business:

BOG or
BOF

Proposal
Number

Proposal Description

Supports
or
Opposes?

Number
Support

Number
Oppose

Comments/Discussion (list Pros and Cons)/Amendments to Proposal

BOF

247

Repeal regulations that prohibit sport fishing for king or Tanner crab in the Kodiak
Area 14 days before and after a commercial king or Tanner crab fishery.

|E Support
as

Amended

The department provided the intent of this proposal which is to
remove restrictions to aid in the management of the fishery.

The board recognizes there is currently no commercial King crab
fishery within Kodiak waters however keeping King Crab in the
regulation provides future management tools for the department.
Subsistence Tanner Crab Fishery regulations (5 AAC 02.425) where
reviewed with an understanding this proposal could align both
sport fish and subsistence regulations if written properly which is
generally desired.

The board expressed the importance of regulation not affecting
areas that are “not intended to be affected” during the regulatory
process.

Removing the 14-day restriction after a commercial king or
tanner crab fishery was generally accepted because it does not
affect the management of the fishery.

This committee supports the proposal if amended with language
that aligns sport fishing regulations with the subsistence
regulations.

BOF

248

Repeal regulations that prohibit sport fishing for king or Tanner crab in the Alaska
Peninsula and Aleutian Islands Area 14 days before and after a commercial king or
Tanner crab fishery.

|E Support
as

Amended

Concurrently discussed and voted on with prop 247. Please
reference Comments for Proposal 247.

Page 2
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BOF

249

Establish 20 pot gear limit for vessels participating in the South Peninsula District
commercial Tanner crab fishery and cap the total number of pots allowed in the
fishery at 1000 pots.

|X Support

* This proposal could streamline regulation by mirroring South
Peninsula with Chignik Waters.

e Department Staff recognize this proposal may slow the fishery,
which could provide for more effective management.

e Although this is a current regulation within Chignik Waters its
effectiveness is not known because there has not been an open
fishery since its adoption.

e Discussion and Statements included;

0 The board generally agreed on dropping the 1000 pot limit
due to the questionable viability of fishing with less than 20
pots per vessel if the number of entrants increased.

0 This proposal may aid the management of the fishery,
which was generally accepted.

e Opposition to the proposal was due to restriction implications
placed on the fishery and the unknown effectiveness of the overall
proposal.

BOF

274

Reduce waters closed for the protection of Steller sea lions during the parallel
Pacific cod fishery in the Chignik Area.

|X Oppose

e Dept. provided background and geographic features of the Chignik
Area, Sutwick Island, Sea Lion haul outs and restricted waters.

e Dept. provided study results conducted by NMFS who determined
opening the restricted waters around Sutwick Island would not
impact the Stellar Sea Lions.

¢ Comments from Board members included;

O Not all vessels would be able to take advantage of this area
due to federal limitations of other permits.

0 If Adopted will impact an extremely small number of vessels

5 (1-5).

0 Some members expressed excitement over the chance to
work with NMFS stating “this could set a precedence for
future interaction with federal agencies.”

0 This proposal could provide opportunity for a few small
vessels that could not otherwise operate as safely during this
fishery.

e Opposition to the proposal was due to the small amount of vessels
this would aid, unequal opportunity among vessels, unknown
effects on biomass, and this is allocative in nature.

Page 3
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BOF 250-261 | Bering Sea King and Tanner Crab

|X No e No Comments by all present
. 9 0

Action

New Business (Continued)

e Motion for Julie Kavanaugh approving the minutes from this meeting approved
unanimously.

e Motion for Julie Kavanaugh to represent AC @ Board of Fish Meeting approved
unanimously.

IX. Committee Comments:

e There are 9 AC positions open for election next meeting cycle.
* It may be pertinent for participation to hold the election meeting during the evening
instead of mid-day.

X. Adjournment: 1545
Minutes Recorded By: C)%W@ Brnch

Minutes Approved By: J ulie D /Cﬂl/dﬁ&l%ﬂh
Date: February 17, 2017
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McGrath Fish and Game Advisory Committee
12/9/2016
Assembly Room, Captain Snow Center, McGrath, AK
Excerpted for Koyukuk River Proposals taken up at the 2017 Upper Cook Inlet and
Statewide BOF Meeting

Call to Order: 12:05 by Ray Collins

Roll Call:
Nick Petruska- Nikolai; on the Members Absent:

phone
Ray Collins- McGrath (Chair) Kevin Whitworth- McGrath
Mark Cox_ McGrath Peter Snow-McGrath
Lewis Egrass- McGrath Steve Eluska-Telida
Steffen Strick- McGrath Vacant- Undesignated seat
Andrew Runkle-Nikolai Clinton Goods- Takotna
Jimmy Nikolai- Telida Jessie Grady- Takotna
Robert Magnuson Jr- McGrath Vernon John- Nikolai

Carl Gregory- Nikolai

Number needed for Quorum on AC: 8

Approval of Agenda: Approved.

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: Approved unanimously. Moved by Strick,
second by Egrass.

Fish & Game Staff Present: Josh Peirce, DWC; Louise Standish, DWC; Nissa Pilcher,*
BDS.

e Attended via teleconference.

Guests Present: Brett Gibbens, DPS; Barb Carlson (phone) Aaron Bodder; DWC (phone)
et al. (phone); Students from McGrath School.
New Business; Elections and terms of all seats.

New members elected to the AC:

Roger Seavoy — Chair- McGrath

Gus Strick- McGrath

Ken Deardorff- Secretary- Undesignated

Mark Cox- McGrath- elected Vice Chair
New Business Cont;
Chairman Seavoy designated to write letter to USF&WS/Innoko Refuge, urging them to

keep the remaining presence in McGrath. Will include endorsement by City of McGrath
as well as McGrath Native Village Council.
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Moved by Collins second by Egrass. Approved; Unanimous 10/0

Proposal 279: Kuskokwim River Salmon Management Plan;

Great deal of discussion with Carlson (Sleetmute), Aaron (DWC Bethel) et al...via
teleconference re; amending the wording of the proposed changes to replace “SHALL”
with “MAY” in paragraph 3C

Discussion mainly centered on the threat to headwaters escapement goals not being met if
additional fishing periods allowed on the main Kuskokwim with 4-inch mesh under
various escapement levels.

The consensus was that ADFG now has sufficient flexibility to provide fishing
opportunities as well as provide for projected escapement levels.

The proposal was opposed by this AC. Moved by Collins second by Runkle. Voted was
unanimous. Proposal failed 0/10

Proposal 275: Customary & Traditional subsistence uses.....

Although the discussion touched on the possibility of something like tier 2 being possible
in the future, consensus is that other tools are in use at this time and progress towards
escapement goals is being met.

Tier 2 is not needed at this time.

Moved by Strick, second by Egress. Unanimous opposition to this proposal 0/10
Proposal 276: Subsistence Fishing Permit

It is thought that this proposal is far too rigid to be practical. It will meet with lack of
participation as well as presenting logistical hurdles and enforcement issues when
attempting to get permits to those who need/want them. Additionally, many felt that
fishermen will not cooperate with marking and record keeping as current projected in the

proposal. The consensus is that this is “unworkable” as proposed.

Moved by Cox, second by Egrass. Proposal opposed 0/10.
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SEWARD FISH & GAME ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES
NOVEMBER 3, 2016

1. Call to Order 1907 Hrs.

2. Roll call: Bob White, Dianne Watson, Jim McCraken, WC Casey, Mark Clements, Ken
Carpenter, Jim Hubbard present.

3. Citizens comments on Fish & Game issues:

Art Walters, who is blind, made a presentation concerning the intentional feeding of
dog food to crows and ravens by a resident at the low income housing unit he resides at.
Mr. Walters wanted crows and ravens to be listed as nuisance species with the Dept. so
feeding would become illegal. The Seward AC informed Mr. Walters of the lengthy process of
working thru the State. The AC suggested a place to start would be with a meeting with the
manager of the units to review rental agreements and what is allowed and not allowed.
Another option would to approach City Council in an effort to classify crows and ravens as
nuisance species within City limits which would make feeding illegal. Trooper Sans offered to
meet with Mr. Walters and review other options such as fake owls which may be effective in
keeping the birds at bay.

4. Area sports biologist update: Wild and Hatchery returns to Resurrection Bay in 2016
were below historical averages.
Jay Baumer reviewed the stream counts which were conducted the last 2 weeks of
Oct. Stream surveys have been conducted in the Seward area since the 1960’s. There have
been lapses in the data but there are 29 years of documentation. 400 coho were counted
which corresponds to numbers not seen since the 1970’s. CIAA obtained by emergency
order the right to keep all coho that were collected at the Bear Lake weir for brood stock.

5. Old Business: Kids Fishing Day report by AC member Ken Carpenter:
Mr. Carpenter reported that the 2016 Kid’s Fishing Day was a success once again.
The fish were planted in First Lake. However, there was no grate in place to keep them
there. It appears as the fish found their way into the creek. Once the fish were located
and with a bit of co-ordination by AC members, the kids were able to rotate in and out of
the prime fishing areas. 52 kids participated. Mr. Carpenter accepted the chair position
for the 2017 event and will meet with the subcommittee at a later date.

6. New Business: Review of LCI fish and Statewide Crab proposals for the 2016
meetings.

SEWARD FISH & GAME ADVISORY COMMITTEE
REVIEW OF 2016 LCI PROPOSALS

PROP 4: CLARIFY PROCEDURES FOR OBTAINING AND SUBMITTING
LOGSHEETS FOR THE COOK INLET COMMERCIAL SABLEFISH FISHERY.

7-0 SUPPORT

Discussion revolved around the fact that these are very small fisheries with a limited amount
of participation. Although one AC member thought it would be a lot of paperwork for little
return, the majority felt it was a housekeeping measure for the Department.



AC10
20f6

PROP 5: CLARIFY PROCEDURES FOR OBTAINING & SUBMITTING
LOGSHEETS FOR THE COOK INLET COMMERCIAL ROCKFISH FISHERY.
No action because of position taken on Prop 4.

PROP 6: EXTEND THE FISHING SEASON IN THE ANCHOR RIVER, DEEP
CREEK, NINILCHIK RIVER, AND STARISKI CK FROM OCT 31 THRU NOV. 30.

6 SUPPORT, | ABSTENTION. Abstained vote because of lack of knowledge
concerning these fisheries.

We felt the increased fishing opportunities for mainly locals to be a good thing. There is
typically 4000 angler hrs. for the total Lower Peninsula streams thru early Nov. We foresee no
big increase in effort if this proposal were to pass. The weather will ultimately determine when
the fishery will close.

PROP 10: REQUIRE MANDATORY RETENTION OF KING SALMON CAUGHT
WITH BAIT ON ANCHOR RIVER, DEEP CREEK, AND THE NINILCHIK RIVER.
6 OPPOSED, 1 ADSTENTION. Abstaining vote could see both sides.

Discussion: It was noted that those anglers using artificial were also able to cull for size.
Enforcement would be a problem.

PROP 15: MODIFY THE KING SALMON BAG AND POSSESSION LIMIT NORTH
OF THE LAT. OF BLUFF PT, THE COOK INLET HARVEST REQUIREMENT, AND
THE WINTER KING MANAGEMENT PLAN TO INCLUDE ALL COOK INLET SALT
WATERS FROM SEPT 1 THRU MARCH 31 AND REVIEW THE GHL.

7-0 SUPPORT

We are good with the Sept 1 start date as opposed to the 10-1 date now in regulation. Kings
are already up their natal streams by this date. This would also increase fishing opportunity.
The current GHL was put forward by the Homer LAMP in 2002. At the time, the 3000 fish
number was thought to give the fishery room to grow. We would support any change to the
GHL that catch data and valid science would determine as thru the Dept.

PROP 19: AMEND LOWER COOK INLET WINTER SALT WATER KING SALMON
SPORT FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLAN BY STARTING THE SEASON AUGUST
10.

7-0 OPPOSED

There is the possibility that there are still straggler kings entering Cook Inlet systems
thru August. King salmon harvest would increase.

PROP 20: AMEND LOWER COOK INLET WINTER SALT WATER KING SALMON
SPORT FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLAN BY EXTENDING SEASON TO APRIL 30.
7-0 OPPOSED

Early run kings are in the Kenai in May. There must be spawners present in the Inlet
in April. Possibility for increased harvest of local kings.

PROP 21: ELIMINATE KING SALMON ANNUAL LIMIT FOR LOWER COOK
INLET MARINE FISHERY SOUTH OF ANCHOR POINT LIGHT.

7-0 OPPOSED

The genetics show that the king salmon caught in the winter fishery are not local
Cook Inlet stocks. This is NOT a reason to lift all the restrictions that have been in
place since 2002. We do not agree with the premise that the kings caught in the
winter LCI king salmon fishery are non-local fish and therefore we should be able to
kill as many as possible. Work needs to be done to reduce the conflict between the
winter and summer king salmon management plans.
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PROP 22: ELIMINATE HARVEST RECORD REQUIREMENT FOR ALASKA
RESIDENTS FOR KING SALMON IN LOWER COOK INLET MARINE FISHERY
SOUTH OF ANCHOR POINT LIGHT.

PROP 24: ELIMINATE HARVEST LIMIT FOR KING SALMON HARVESTED IN
LOWER COOK INLET MARINE FISHERY SOUTH OF ANCHOR POINT LIGHT.
Motion to amend and adopt Prop 22 with Prop 24 because they are the same. 7-
0 in favor of amendment.

7-0 OPPOSED TO PROP 22 & 24

Basically opposed for the same arguments as outlined in Prop 21. These are not our
fish and we should be able to kill them all. There should be some harvest
accountability.

PROP 23: ELIMINATE HARVEST RECORD REQUIREMENT FOR ALASKA
RESIDENTS FOR KING SALMON IN LOWER COOK INLET MARINE FISHERY
SOUTH OF ANCHOR POINT LIGHT.

7-0 OPPOSED

It is important to send a message that there should be no separate regulations in LCI
for resident and non-resident anglers.

PROP 25: AMEND LOWER COOK INLET WINTER SALT WATER KING SALMON
SPORT FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLAN TO SPECIFY THAT THE PLAN APPLIES
TO KING SALMON OF COOK INLET SPAWNING ORIGIN

PROP 26: AMEND LOWER COOK INLET WINTER SALT WATER KING SALMON
SPORT FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLAN TO SPECIFY THAT THE PLAN APPLIES
TO KING SALMON OF COOK INLET SPAWNING ORIGIN.

Motion to amend and adopt Prop 25 with Prop 26 because they are the same.
Amendment supported 7-0.

7-0 OPPOSED TO PROPS 25 & 26

Basically opposed for the same arguments as outlined in Prop 21. These are not our
fish and we should be able to kill them all. There should be some harvest
accountability.

PROP 27: AMEND LOWER COOK INLET WINTER SALT WATER KING SALMON
SPORT FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLAN BY REMOVING THE GUIDELINE
HARVEST LEVEL.

7-0 OPPOSED

The GHL was enacted by the Homer LAMP in 2002 in part to reverse Board action
that year which put in place a 5 King Salmon annual limit Statewide. At the time, the
3000 fish GHL seemed generous as nowhere near that number had been caught to
that date. We would prefer to see a proposal by the Homer AC to raise, not eliminate
the GHL. The proposer states the plan’s GHL is unduly restrictive and is burdensome
to LCI angler’s ability to catch non-local fish. We respectfully disagree.

PROP 30: INCREASE THE KING SALMON DAILY BAG LIMIT TO 10 KING
SALMON UNDER 20" AT THE NICK DUDIAK FISHING LAGOON.

6 SUPPORT, 1 ABSTAINED. Abstained vote sighted complexity of the
regulations.

Anglers should be allowed to retain jacks in the Dudiak Fishing Lagoon as they will
not back out of that area. Allow fish that are now being kicked back to be retained.
Create incentive to clean out jacks.



PROP 31: CREATE AN ARCHERY FISHERY FOR SALMON IN WATERS OF e

KACHEMAK BAY OPEN TO SNAGGING.

7-0 OPPOSED.

Bow and arrows are too dangerous to be used in the close quarter areas that develop
around snag fisheries. The quality of the meat is also impacted worse than a treble
hook.

PROP 32: OPEN LOWER COOK INLET LING COD SEASON ON JUNE 15
INSTEAD OF JULY 1.

7-0 OPPOSED

There is concern that the ling cod fishery is in decline. Would like to see a 1 fish limit
from Cape Puget east. This proposal would result in more fish harvested.

PROP 33: ESTABLISH POSSESSION AND SIZE LIMITS FOR SMALL SALMON
IN RESURRECTION BAY.

6 OPPOSED, 1 ABSTAINED. Abstained vote did not like culling for size.

The proposal had general support. However, there is no definition in the proposal as
to the boundaries of Resurrection Bay. This would increase the daily bag limit. There
is no support for additional harvest during years of low abundance. There would be
enforcement issues.

PROP 37: OPEN WATER OF THE OUTER DISTRICT EAST OF GORE POINT TO
COMMERCIAL SALMON FISHING UNDER REGULAR FISHING PERIODS.

PROP 38: OPEN WATERS OF AIALIK BAY IN THE EASTERN DISTRICT TO
COMMERCIAL SALMON FISHING UNDER REGULAR FISHING PERIODS.
Motion to amend. Join Prop 37 & 38 together. Amendment carried 7-0.

7-0 SUPPORT PROPS 37 & 38.

The Dept.is unwilling to fly these areas. The fishery in essence is not being managed
now. Opening these areas would give the Dept. a way to gather data that is not
happening now. Creek robbers are more prevalent when an area is unmanaged. The
canneries do not support these fisheries. Catch rates will be self-regulating as if a
guy makes a set and gets little, he will move on to another area and perhaps try
another set if he passes by that area at another time. Either manage or have
overescapenent.

PROP 39: REINSTATE BEAR LAKE MANAGEMENT PLAN WITH AN EQUAL
ALLOCATION BETWEEN COST RECOVERY AND COMMON PROPERTY
FISHERIES.

7-0 SUPPORT

CIAA has basically turned into fish farmers concerning the sockeye harvest in
Resurrection Bay. The BLMP allows for a 50/50 split between the fisherman and
CIAA. CIAA has been keeping 100% of the red harvest for cost recovery since
Proposal # 380 was passed by the Board in 2009 and the BLMP was revoked. Res.
Bay reds are money fish for CIAA. The early run as well as no tender costs and good
transportation links that make for a product that commands a premium price. We
would like to see the local fisherman put back into the equation.

PROP 40: AMEND THE BEAR LAKE SPECIAL HARVEST AREA TO EXCLUDE
NEARSHORE MARINE WATERS IN RESURRECTION BAY.

7-0 SUPPORT.

Currently the SHA for CIAA encompasses most of Resurrection Bay and the entire
fresh water drainages up to Bear Lake. The Board created a freshwater sports fishery
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in our area in 2007 from the bridges on the Seward highway downstream to ADF&G 50f6

fresh/saltwater boundary. This proposal would remove this area below the bridges
from the SHA and reflect the commercial and noncommercial use areas.

PROP 41: AMEND THE BEAR LAKE SPECIAL HARVEST AREA TO EXCLUDE
NEARSHORE MARINE WATERS IN RESURRECTION BAY.

7-0 SUPPORT.

CIAA is unique in the hatchery system as the hatchery is located 38 miles inland
from their SHA. The SHA encompasses 90% of resurrection Bay. CIAA has changed
the game plan so smelt are now released from net pens located in the NE side at the
head of the Bay. The fish mill around in this area and are targeted by sportsmen as
well the cost recovery fleet. The summer of 2015 saw a large increase in the conflict
between the sport and cost recovery fleet. We chose the distance offshore to reduce
the area of interaction between the two groups. This distance will be defined as a line
of sight of water as opposed to fixed landmarks. There is some consideration that
there could be enforcement issues associated with this proposal. We believe these
would be minimal.

PROP 44: ADD A 6-HOUR PRIOR NOTICE OF LANDING REQUIREMENT FOR
THE COOK INLET COMMERCIAL SABLEFISH FISHERY

PROP 45: ADD A 6-HOUR PRIOR NOTICE OF LANDING REQUIREMENT FOR
THE COOK INLET COMMERCIAL ROCKFISH FISHERY.

Motion to amend. Join Prop 44 & 45 together. Amendment carried 7-0.

7-0 OPPOSED TO PROPOSALS 44 & 45.

There is a problem with the 6 hr. prior call in for landings. This is a small boat fishery
with limited participation. Often the boats are only fishing 3 hrs. out from the dock.
The 6 hr. call in is excessive and burdensome to participants in these fisheries. Is
there a need for Dept. staff to travel from Homer to Seward to sample a very small
delivery?

PROP 46: INCREASE THE TRIP LIMIT FOR ROCKFISH IN THE COOK INLET
ROCKFISH MANAGEMENT PLAN.

7-0 OPPOSED

What is the resource abundance? The rock fish were hit hard during the summer of
2016 due to the dearth of salmon. Comfish landings have increased from 27,000 #s in
2007 to 140,000%#s in 2015. Participation has increased from 5 vessels to 43. We
voted to reduce sport catch in 2007 via Prop 19. There should not be an increase in
commercial catch while the sport fleet has been restricted.

Proposal 277: DEPT GENERATED ACR TO ALIGHN FEES WITH HB 41 AND
BRING THE DEPT INLINE WITH LEGISTATIVE INTENT OF SAID BILL.

6 ABSTAINED, 1 OPPOSED DUE TO TIMELYNESS. Abstaining votes thought that
this was already a done deal as to how it was pushed thru with no public comment.

SEWARD FISH & GAME ADCISORY COMMITTEE COMMENTS
STATEWIDE KING AND TANNER CRAB 2016

PROP 256: AMMEND NONCOMMERCIAL HARVEST STRATERGY FOR TANNER
CRAB IN COOK INLET TO ALLOW LIMITED OPPORTUNITY IN THE ABSENCE
OF ABUNDANCE ESTIMATES.

Motion to amend. Make amended language applies to LCI only and not the
North Gulf Coast. Amendment carried 7-0



7-0 SUPPORT AS AMMENDED 6o

The Seward AC at the 2011 Statewide King & Tanner meeting was successful in
having the Board approve Prop # 318. This proposal would allow for stacking
personal use crab gear on one vessel with the possession limit remaining the same.

We support Prop 256 as amended with the North Gulf Coast broken out as in Prop
318.

7. Schedule next meeting:
Next meeting to be held in Feb as meeting room is made available.

8. Motion to adjourn.
Meeting adjourned at 2300
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ARGUMENTS IN FAVOR OF THE SEWARD AC’'S AMMENDED
LANGUAGE FOR PROPOSAL 265

SUBMITTED BY DIANNE WATSON

ON BEHALF OF THE SEWARD AC

The following is a discussion had at our November 3 2016 AC meeting concerning the
amended language we put forth for Proposal 265. The amendment came from Proposal
318 submitted by the Seward AC and passed by the Board in 2011.This discussion was
not included in our minutes

Our rationalization for the amendment is this: The grounds available for tanner fishing in
Resurrection Bay are 12 plus miles from town. Bad weather often reroutes tugs and
their tows to the shelter of our Bay when the Gulf is rough. They run their circles over
crab grounds close to town. This further curtails the area close to town where we can
fish. If stacking was allowed, we could run to areas with less gear conflict.

Safety is also an issue. In a winter fishery, stacking would allow fewer boats to be
operating in marginal conditions. If the weather is good, you could take out the small
boat. If the weather is bad, having a larger boat available to run gear would be prudent.
This would spread the operating costs, especially in this time of increasing fuel prices.
There is no reason to encourage a larger fleet of vessels in a winter fishery when gear
stacking would increase safety and reduce cost.

Since 2011 when the pot stacking was allowed, there has been minimal participation in
the fishery. Catch data from the Dept will verify this.

With the amended language, we are asking that the status quo which has been in effect
since 2011 be allowed to remain and the North Gulf Coast be broken out of Proposal
265.



Harvest and effort of Tanner crab from noncommercial fishery in Area C - North Gulf Coast

Area C
Season Harvest Effort
2008/09 9 19
2009/10* 241 128
2010/11* 41 31
Average " 97 59
2011/12%¢ 48 19

*Harvest numbers adjusted for non-respondent harvest.

® Averages from the three full open seasons.
“Season closed 9/6/11 in Areas D and E, remained open in Areas A—C, but no additional harvest occurred.

Submitted by Dianne Watson on behalf of the Seward Fish & Game Advisory Committee
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