PROPOSAL 66 — 5 AAC 64.022. Waters; seasons; bag, possession, annual, and size limits;
and special provisions for the Kodiak Area. Repeal closed water provisions for sport fishing for
salmon and reduce bag and possession limits within the Kodiak Road Zone, as follows:

5 AAC 64.022(b)(1) is amended to read:

(b)....

@ ...

(A)repealed _ / /2017 [ALL DRAINAGES ON THE KODIAK ROAD ZONE
FLOWING INTO CHINIAK BAY, EXCLUDING THE BUSKIN RIVER DRAINAGE
AND KALSIN POND, UPSTREAM FROM THE CHINIAK HIGHWAY ARE CLOSED
TO SPORT FISHING FOR SALMON FROM AUGUST 1 - SEPTEMBER 15, EXCEPT
THAT THE AMERICAN AND OLDS RIVERS ARE OPEN TO SPORT FISHING FOR
KING SALMON FROM JANUARY 1 — DECEMBER 31];

(X).in all fresh and salt waters within the Kodiak Road Zone, from September 16
— December 31, the bag and possession limit for coho salmon, 20 inches or greater in
length, is one fish, except that in the following stocked waters the bag and possession
limit for coho salmon, 20 inches or greater in length, is two fish:
(i) Monashka Creek and Pillar Creek;
(ii) Mission Beach: all waters between ADF&G regulatory markers at
Shahafka Cove;
(iii) Mill Bay: all waters between ADF&G regulatory markers;
(iv) Monashka Bay: all waters west of a line from Termination Point to Miller
Point.

What is the issue you would like the board to address and why? Current regulations aimed at
conserving Kodiak Road Zone coho salmon runs while maintaining opportunity for anglers where
established in 1996. Recent declining trends in road zone coho salmon escapements and increased
sport harvests indicate that revised measures are necessary to sustain yields and stabilize
escapements. Although historical records of coho salmon migration timing show that about 50%
of the run occurs by mid-September, the upriver closed waters from August 1 — September 15 in
road zone drainages without lakes (13 total) have provided an inadequate buffer for coho salmon
escapements, since nearly all fish migrating inriver during the temporary closure period remain
susceptible to harvest when those waters are re-opened. Substituting the current closed waters
restriction with a bag limit reduction from 2 to 1 coho salmon midway through the runs will more
effectively conserve inriver escapements while maintaining angling opportunity for the entire
seasonal duration of the sport fishery. The only other salmon species affected by repeal of the
August 1 — September 15 upriver closure is pink salmon. There is little sport angler interest in
harvesting pink salmon as shown by the department’s Statewide Harvest Survey and historically
large escapements of pink salmon in Kodiak road zone streams.

PROPOSED BY:: Alaska Department of Fish and Game (HQ-F16-116)
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