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I am writing this short letter on behalf of myself and all friends that sport fish and
subsistent fish in Unalaska Bay.

We rely on the fish whether from sport fishing or subsistent to feed are families |
have done so for 24 years.

In the time we have been fishing | have noticed a large decline in halibut, crab and
salmon fishing in the bay. The fact is we need to go out to the pass to gather
Halibut something | never had to do about 10 years ago and trolling for King
Salmon in the bay is almost gone if not gone.

It is appalling that commercial fishing has been allowed inside Unalaska Bay, not

one of the boats doing this is owned by an Alaskan and is large enough to fish on
the outside of the bay. This should not continue at some point someone trying to
harvest food for their family going out further to find the fish might be subject to
an unsafe situation or worse, please get commercial fishing out of the Bay.
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To the Alaska Board of Fisheries,

Regarding Proposal 194. As a local subsistence fish user, locals have found it increasingly harder to catch
fish in Unalaska Bay. As a result of trawling in Unalaska bay, locals have had to travel further outside of
the bay on small vessels increasing the risk of endangerment of personal assets including families and
boats to catch halibut and coho salmon, as well as Pollock and cod. As locals we are in support of this
proposal to keep our fishery here in Unalaska as our only renewable resource, and constant source of
food. Also so as to support a well managed fishery in order for the next generation to benefit from our
responsibility in this regard.

Thanks for your time,
/

e

Eric Southworth
P.O. Box 920471
Dutch harbor, AK

99692
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March 5, 2016
To: Alaska Board of Fisheries

Re: Proposal 194-5 AAC 28.650
To whom it may concern,

My name is William (Buzz) Lekanoff. | am 62 yrs old and a lifelong resident of Unalaska, AK. I'm writing
to ask for your support of Proposal 194, concerning closing commercial fishing in the inside waters of
Unalaska Bay. | and many other local residents have relied on the resources for food in the locat area.
It's time to stop the commercial fishers, most of whom don’t live here, from wreaping the benefits of
the resources so close to our home, only to take most of the money out of the community. Not to
mention that most of the processing companies are owned by foreign companies. The bycatch issue has
greatly diminished the amount of several types of fish that we can catch within these waters because
fewer and fewer are making it back to their spawning grounds.

Thank you for your consideragﬁn,

William Lekanoff (.
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Board of Fisheries

| have been a Dutch Harbor/Unalaska resident since 1988. | used to have a 16ft skiff and go out -
between Hog Island and Broad Bay to catch halibut. [ once caught a 180ib there and the world record
was caught not too far away. | have since sold my skiff and go along with friends who have bigger skiffs
to catch our fish. The reason being is now we have to go out by Driftwood Bay or Beaver Inlet in hopes
to catch halibut. We more times than not come back though with no fish and a bigger gas tank to fill up.
When the subsistence halibut cards first came out | said | would never get one. | now have one as this is
getting to be the only way we can catch a halibut. just do not see why there is any type of commercial
fishing being allowed near rural communities. The cost of groceries is so expensive the fish that we can
catch really helps offset that cost.

Mark Shae

P.0O. Box 242

181 Aerie Dr.
Unalaska, AK 99685
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Alaska Board of Fisheries

My name is Cody Lekanoff, | have lived in Unalaska since 1987. | am writing this letter in support of proposal
194. | believe it is important to close our local waters to commercial fishing. These boats are large enough to
fish waters probably anywhere in the world and they feel it necessary to fish in our bays where locals are trying
to fish to feed their families from their 18 foot skiffs. They have basically eliminated the chances for subsistence
halibut fishing in our bay. Growing up hunting and fishing here, we have never had a skiff larger than 18' and
always caught halibut within a 20 minute boat ride. { now own a 28' boat for some safety when { have to fish
tens of miles away from town; which is more often than not. Maybe you guys can help the iocals with this
issue?

Thank you for your time and consideration.

oSS d
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Cody Lekanoff
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March 2, 2016
ADF&G Board of Fisheries

RE: Proposal 194, Unalaska Bay Trawl Closure

To the Board of Fisheries;

I am a 29 year resident of Unalaska/Dutch Harbor with a wife and Son. For many years we have
enjoyed a sport fishing/ subsistence way of life. This way of life is one that we’ve come to rely on as a big
part of our yearly food supply. We have used a small skiff for our harvesting of the local and abundant
seafood (Salmon, Halibut, Cod and King Crab). Over the recent past years we have noticed a severe
decline in the amount of crab and fish that are appearing in our bay. In order to find new fishing grounds
to continue this way of life, we will be forced to venture out into the Bering Sea in a small skiff where
sudden high winds and seas present a very real danger to life and property. | feel it is time to put a stop
to the commercial fishing in our local waters and allow them time to recover before it’s too late. Please
take into consideration, the families that have lived a subsistence life here for decades and would like to
have the same experience to pass on to our children and our children’s children.

Thank you for your time and consideration

Richard C. Adams
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March 5, 2016

To Whom it May Concern,

1, Brian Keith Whittern, am writing this letter in support of: PROPOSAL 194 — 5 AAC 28.650; closed
waters in the Bering Sea-Aleutian Islands Area. As a lifelong, 43 year resident of Unalaska, AK; | have
spent many years fishing in both small boat commercial fisheries and subsistence fisheries in Unalaska
Bay. in recent years there has been a substantial decline in multiple species; including Halibut, Herring,
and Baiardi Crab within the Unalaska Bay. My family has relied on the harvests from Unalaska Bay my
entire life. If the numbers continue to decline, my family, and all the families of Unalaska, will continue
to suffer from the loss, and will be required to travel farther from the bay to harvest resources for their
families. There are many residence who do not have access to boats, leaving them unable to travel out
of the bay and harvest their subsistence. These individuals rely heavily on the food supply of Unalaska
Bay. Please protect these resources for future generations by voting in favor of Proposal 194.

Thank you,

TS

Brian Keith Whittern
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Feb 29, 2016

Alaska Department of Fish & Game
Board of Fisheries

Re: Proposal 194, Unalaska Bay Trawl Closure

Dear Board of Fisheries-

I was born and raised in Unalaska, where | grew up living the traditional subsistence way of life.
My father provided for all 12 of my siblings by hunting from both land and sea. Today, |
continue to practice my livelihood and security by relying on the delivery by other hunters who
also love the sea.

The Unalaska Native Fisherman’s Association Board members have listened to me raise my
concern in the past as well as to the community members today, of big trawlers taking away
what subsistence is available from our local small boats in Unalaska. Without the rich and
healthy food of halibut and salmon our People will not survive.

The large trawlers fish too close within the boundaries of Unalaska Island, leaving small boat
operators in danger because of busy traffic and the reaping of our subsistence food occurring
from their massive trawler nets. | plead to you to stop the Pollock Trawl Fishery in our bay as
this will give the fish time to recover in order to be sustainable, but also to prevent catastrophic
event of our People losing what we were raised on.

| ask for your support in keeping our food, our people, and community rich in the resources we
have remaining and to let our ocean recover. | appreciate your time and consideration. Thank
you.

Respectively,
Janice Krukoff

Unalaska Resident
(907) 350-0966
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Alaska Department of Fish & Game
Board of Fisheries

Re: Proposal 194, Unalaska Bay Trawl Closure

Dear Board of Fisheries-

I was born and raised in Unalaska, where | grew up living the traditional subsistence way of life.
My father provided for all 12 of my siblings by hunting from both land and sea. Today, |
continue to practice my livelihood and security by relying on the delivery by other hunters who
also love the sea.

The Unalaska Native Fisherman’s Association Board members have listened to me raise my
concern in the past as well as to the community members today, of big trawlers taking away
what subsistence is available from our local small boats in Unalaska. Without the rich and
healthy food of halibut and salmon our People will not survive.
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Respectively,

nice Krukoff
Unalaska Resident
(907) 350-0966




