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To Whom {t May Concern:

As a concerned conservationist, fisherman and Alaskan outdoor enthusiast, | am writing in hopes to
further progress the relationship between the citizens of the State of Alaska who are anglers and the
Department of Fish and Game. This letter is written as a suggestion to alter certain regulations and
practices in regards to Fishing Derbies (also referred to as Fishing Contest, Fishing Tournaments), fish
survivability and an angiers option to release healthy, unharmed fish back into the lake. The changes
suggested herein would apply only to lakes within the Southcentral Region of Alaska and any application
encompassing further regional range, if they were admitted, would be dependent upon the Department.

Concern: During Fishing Derbies, anglers are not able to release fish they weigh in or measure as per
current state regulations, killing 100% of these fish. Although great care is taken in the preservation of
health for these fish and release would almost guarantee survival given certain safeguards, it is against
state law to practice catch and release of these fish due to terminology, vague definitions and
misappropriated intent of the law. This letter hopes to clarify the terms, redefine key words and apply
proper intent of the regulation and law as we voice our opinion for change.

Current regulation with proposed changes in red:
Prohibited Acts
Possession or marking of live fish or live fish eggs:

- Itis unlawful to possess, transport, release live fish or live fish eggs, or in any way mark any live

fich nrinr tn releace-

Definitions

Bag Limit — The maximum legal take of fish per person per day, in the area in which the person is fishing,
even if part or all of the fish are immediately preserved; a fish when landed and not immediately
released becomes a part of the bag limit of the person originally hooking it.

- The maximum legal take of fish per person per day, in the area in which the person is fishing,
even if part or all of the fish are immediately preserved; a fish when landed anc
secomes part of the bag limit of
the person originally hooking it.

Transport — ship, transport, carry, import, export or receive or deliver for shipment, transportation,
carriage or export.









lake. If the fish is being measured, it should be measured in water with the measuring board on the
bottom of water container. If the fish is being weighed, it should be weighed using a water tank weigh
system so the fish remains in water during the process. Variations of both systems are numerous.

Photographic Fish Measurements — In some cases were derby officials want a catch and release

tournament only, it is highly advised to use a standard measuring device available to all anglers at the
time of capture. Once an angler has caught the fish it can be
measured, photographed with the measuring device and released
within seconds. This method greatly reduces fish handling and
almost certainly ensures 100% survival rate. This method is currently
being applied to the Still Cold Open Tournament Series on Big Lake
and has proven to be effective.

In closing, we as citizens of the State of Alaska, who value the fisheries, would like to see the changes
take effect immediately. There should not be a reason to delay obvious changes that enhance the
fishery, the relationship between citizen and state, and the passion we all share for fishing. We would
like to see immediate results in the effect of an Emergency Order until it can be appropriately
documented in the regulations. Timing is critical as there are several derbies still left throughout the
winter. Thank you for your time and due diligence in this matter.

Very Respectfully

% _JASON A. PERREGO
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