. thwest Kodiak District between even and odd.years in Jul
S utvest Ko y y ‘),Ogogz\l =
r /\{) Inner and Outer Karluk Sections R C 0 5 6
;\\\\f? From June 1 through July 15. the Inner and Outer Karluk sections are opened based on early-run
—

sockeye salmon returning to Karluk Lake. However, the Inner Karluk Section cannot be opened
_ during this timeframe unless the ADF&G determines that the early-run Karluk sockeye

salmon escapement goal will be exceeded. The inability to open the Inner Karluk Section until
the early-run escapement goal has been exceeded, led to continued overescapement of Karluk
Lake sockeye salmon from 1999 through 2005. This produced a highly competitive rearing
environment, taxing the forage base of Karluk Lake and affecting the growth of Karluk Lake
sockeye salmon. This overescapement led to the poor Karluk Lake sockeye salmon runs in 2008
through 2011."

In odd years, from July 16 through August 24, Inner and Outer Karluk sections’ commercial
salmon fishing periods are based on late-run sockeye salmon. In even years, openings are based
on both late-run sockeye salmon and pink salmon returns. Fishing periods from August 25
through September 5 are based on late-run Karluk Lake sockeye salmon abundance. After
September 35, fishing periods are based on both late-run sockeye and coho salmon returning to
the Karluk system.

\ [0 P ¢\ D

Inner and Quter Ayakulik Sections

From June 1 through July 15, the Inner and Outer Ayakulik sections are opened based on early-
run sockeye salmon returning to Red Lake (Ayakulik River). In odd years, from July 16 through
August 24, fishing periods are base on late-run sockeye salmon. In even years during this time
frame, Inner and Outer Ayakulik sections are opened based on late-run sockeye salmon and pink
salmon returns. The Ayakulik River has one of the largest documented coho salmon runs in the
Kodiak Management Arca (KMA). After approximately August 24, fishing periods are based on
coho salmon returning to the Ayakulik system.

J
!
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‘/\’

Sturgeon and Halibut Bay Sections

The Sturgeon and Halibut Bay sections are closed from June 1 through June 22, due to the
mixing of Karluk, Ayakulik, and Olga Bay sockeye salmon stocks. From June 23 through July
15 fishing periods are based on early-run sockeye salmon returning to Ayakulik and Karluk
sytems. However, the Sturgeon River has one of the largest documented chum salmon runs in the
KMA and this early-run chum salmon system must also be taken into consideration when
opening the Sturgeon Section during this time frame. From July 16 through August 24, in either
even or odd years. both areas are opened based on either Ayakulik or Karluk late-run sockeye
salmon or pink salmon. After August 25, both areas are opened based on either Karluk or
Ayakulik late-run sockeye salmon and local coho salmon stocks.

2013 Westside Kodiak Fisheries

The ADF&G’s preseason salmon forecasts predicted a surplus (in excess of escapement needs)
of early-run sockeye salmon returning to Karluk Lake (158,000 fish), Frazer Lake (49,000 fish),
Ayakulik River (302,000 fish), and early-run Upper Station (25,000 fish; Eggers et al. 2013).

(\Arie

' On January 4. 2012, an investigation for the reasons for low runs of sockeye salmon to Karluk Lake by an inter-agency Memorandum of
Understandmg between Regional Finfish Research Biologists and Regional Supervisor with the Alaska Department of Fish and Game. Region
1V. Division of Commercial Fisheries. Reduced Sockeye. Salmon Runs ar Karluk Lake (111).

L -continued-
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