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Code of Ethics
A Trapper’s Responsibility

Respect other trapper’s “grounds” — particularly brushed, maintained
traplines with a history of use.

Check traps regularly.

Promote trapping methods that will reduce the possibility of catching non-
target animals.

Obtain landowner’s permission before trapping on private property.
Know and use proper releasing and killing methods.

Develop set location methods to prevent losses.

Trap in the most humane way possible.

Properly dispose of animal carcasses.

Concentrate trapping in areas where animals are overabundant for the
supporting habitat.

Promptly report the presence of diseased animals to wildlife authorities.

Assist landowners who are having problems with predators and other fur-
bearers that have become a nuisance.

Support and help train new trappers in trapping ethics, methods and
means, conservation, fur handling and marketing.

Obey all trapping regulations, and support strict enforcement by reporting
violations.

Support and promote sound furbearer management.

This code of ethics is reprinted from the Alaska Trappers Manual. The manual was created
through a joint effort between the Alaska Department of Fish and Game and the Alaska Trap-
pers Association. The manual is available in Alaska book stores and from the Alaska Trap-
pers Association for approximately $20.00.
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ALASKA TRAPPER REPORT
2011-12

INTRODUCTION

The 2011-12 Trapper Report contains information provided by Alaska trappers through the annual
Trapper Questionnaire. On the following pages you’ll find out how other Alaskans ran their traplines,
what their primary target species were, how much effort they put into catching fur, how abundant
furbearer and prey species were on their traplines, and how many furbearers they trapped. You’ll also
find summaries of Alaska Department of Fish & Game (ADF&GQG) fur sealing, acquisition, and raw fur
export records, and comments from trappers throughout the state.

This is the second Trapper Report written using data compiled by an optical scanner, rather than having
ADF&G staff type information provided by trappers into our electronic database. We’ve made some
improvements to the Questionnaire form and to the scanning program, and this process is now working
well. A positive result of this improvement is that this report is being published earlier than previous
reports, and we hope to have the 2012-13 report completed by December 2013.

The number of trappers responding to the 2011-12 survey was a bit lower than in previous years.
Trappers responded to the survey at a better rate than for the 2010-11 survey, but the number of active
trappers for whom we have current addresses declined. Maintaining current mailing addresses for
trappers is one of the biggest challenges of coordinating this program. Prior to mailing out the 2012-13
survey we identified additional active trappers based on trapping license and fur sealing records, and
that survey was mailed to 2,377 trappers in early May 2013. However, if you or other trappers you
know have changed addresses in the last year or two, please let me know your new address. My mail,
phone, and e-mail contact information is below. Please also encourage new trappers to contact me.

As always, we maintain strict confidentiality, and names of individuals and references to specific
traplines will not be included in any reports. We hope you find this report informative and welcome
your suggestions for improvement.

Trapper Questionnaire Reports are mailed to all trappers who responded to the survey, and this and
previous Reports can be found on our website at:

http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=trapping.reports

Tom Schumacher, ADF&G Trapper Questionnaire Coordinator
P.O. Box 115526
Juneau, AK 99811-5526 (907) 465-4148 tom.schumacher@alaska.gov



A PROFILE OF TRAPPING IN ALASKA

Trapper Information

Did you trap?

This year 2323 questionnaires were mailed throughout the state and 578 were returned for an overall
response rate of 25%; 3% higher than the 2010-11 response rate. The response rate was lower from the
Interior region than from other regions. Statewide, 55% of respondents trapped during the 2011-12
season, the same as during the 2010-11 season.

Response to 2011-12 Trapper Questionnaire

Region Trapped Did Not Trap No Response Total % Responding
Arctic & Western 25 31 151 207 27%
Interior 115 76 660 851 22%
Southcentral 102 98 623 823 24%
Southeast 46 36 182 264 31%
Southwest 31 18 129 178 28%
Total 319 259 1745 2323 25%

If you did not trap during 2011-12, why not?

Statewide, 259 respondents gave reasons why they didn’t trap during the 2011-12 season. Some gave
more than one reason. Over all, 68% of the reasons cited were in the personal or “other” categories
(poor health, no time, conflicts with jobs or school). High fuel prices were cited as a reason people did
not trap 25% of the time, slightly less than in the last survey. Fur prices accounted for 10% of
responses and weather conditions and animal abundance were cited in 7% and 5% of the answers
respectively. Responses were similar among regions, but high fuel prices and low fur prices were most
often cited by trappers in the Southwest and Arctic and Western regions. The number of trappers in
each region who responded is given above each bar.



Did you take a young person (under 16) with you on your trapline this year?

During the 2011-12 trapping season, 44% of trappers statewide reported they took a young person
trapping with them, continuing a lower level from the 48% reported 6 years ago. As shown by the
graph below, the highest percentage of trappers taking youngsters trapping was in the Arctic &
Western region (70%) and the lowest percentage (29%) was in Interior Alaska.
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Making a beaver set Photo by Bill Brophy

How much trapping experience do you have and how long have you trapped in
Alaska?

During 2011-12, the overall experience of trappers and the average number of years trapping in Alaska
was the highest in the past 3 years. (No data were collected in 2009-10.) Statewide, trappers averaged
20 years experience in Alaska and 21 years trapping overall. Trappers in the Southwest region (49)
and those in the Interior and Southcentral regions (48) were the oldest on average and those in
Southeast (40 years) the youngest on average. The oldest trapper responding was 92 from the
Southwest region. The top line in the graph shows average statewide trapper age. In 2011-12 it was
47, up from 44 in 2010-11 and the highest since 2005-06.
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Trapline Information

How many years have you been trapping in the same area?

On average, Interior trappers who responded spent the longest time trapping in Alaska (25 years) and
trapping in the same area (18 years). Southeast, Southwest, and Arctic & Western trappers reported
trapping in the same area an average of 13 years. Southcentral trappers reporting trapping an average of
15 years in the same place. One Southcentral trapper reported trapping in the same area for 76 years.
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How many days per week did you trap?

Similar to last year, statewide, 79% of all trappers conducted their trapping activities 3 days per week
or less. Southwest Alaska (15%) again had the highest percentage of any region of trappers who
trapped every day of the week. Arctic & Western (35%) and Southwest (34%) regions had the highest
percentage of trappers who were afield 4 days a week or more.
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How many weeks did you trap?

During the 2011-12 season Southeast trappers reported trapping for an average of 7.8 weeks.
Southwest trappers were in the field 7.9 weeks on average and Southcentral trappers averaged 10.3
weeks afield. Interior trappers were in the field an average of 12 weeks, and Arctic & Western trappers
trapped an average of nearly 11.6 weeks.
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The average number of weeks trapped statewide during the 2011-12 season was 10.4, a slight drop
from 10.5 weeks in 2010-11. Trappers in the Arctic & Western region spent an average of half a week
more afield in 2011-12 than in 2010-11. Average weeks afield for trappers in Southeast and
Southcentral increased slightly, whereas Interior and Southwest tappers spent an average of half a week
less afield than the previous year.
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What were trapping conditions like on your trapline?

Most trappers in all regions reported fair trapping conditions in 2011-12. A higher percentage of
Interior trappers (20%) than in other regions reported poor conditions. Southeast trappers (37%) and
Southwest trappers (39%) were most likely to report good conditions. Seventy percent of Arctic &
Western region trappers reported conditions were fair. Statewide averages were 29% good, 56% fair,
and 15% poor.
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Statewide, 29% of trappers reported good trapping conditions. That is 7% less than 2010-11 but higher
than years since the 2004-05 season. The percentage of those reporting poor conditions (15%) was the
same as 2010-11 and the second lowest in the 17 years the trapper survey has been conducted.

Annual Variation in Statewide Trapping Conditions
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What mode of transportation did you use to get to your main trapping area?
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What mode of transportation did you use to run your main trapline?
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Trapping Effort

Did you change your trapping effort this season?

Changes in trapping effort during the 2011-12 season were very specific to regions. More than half of
trappers in all regions reported some change. Southwest trappers reported the most change in effort
with 43% decreasing effort and 32% increasing effort. Only 25% reported no change. Southeast
trappers were about evenly divided with 30% reporting increased effort and 27% decreased effort. A
decidedly larger percentage of Southcentral trappers decreased effort (40%) than increased (24%).
Arctic & Western (48%) and Interior (44%) trappers were most likely to report no change in effort. Of
those who did change more trappers in both regions decreased effort than increased by 35% to 17% and
34% to 22%, respectively. The number of trappers in each region who responded is given above each
bar.
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What factors affected your trapping effort?

In all regions trapping conditions was the most important factor cited as affecting trapping effort during
the 2011-12 season. Advertised prices was the second most important factor, especially for Arctic &
Western and Interior trappers. In every region, high fuel prices was the third most important factor
affecting trapping effort.
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How did you change your trapping effort?

Trapline length and weeks trapped were the most common ways trappers changed effort in all regions.
Changing the number of sets was the third most important way trappers reported they changed effort.
Statewide, 60% of trappers reported some change in effort.
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Did increasing your trapping effort result in a higher catch?

Statewide, an average of 55% of trappers reported that increasing their effort resulted in a higher catch.
However, fewer than half of trappers in the Interior said increased effort resulted in increased catch and
exactly half of Arctic & Western trappers saw profit in increasing effort. Southeast and Southcentral
trappers had better than average success increasing their catch with increased effort, whereas
Southwest trappers were right at the statewide average.
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Target Species and Disposition of Furs

What was the most important species you were trying to catch?

The table below shows how each species ranked in order of importance by region, with 1 being most
important and 11 being least important. Rank was calculated by totaling the number of trappers who
ranked that species as one of the three most important species they were trying to catch. The number of
trappers who responded is given in parentheses. Repeats of a rank indicate that one or more species tied
for that rank. A dash indicates no trapper ranked that species as one of the most important.

Marten was once again the most important species statewide. Marten was the most important species in
the Southeast and Southcentral regions and second in the Interior and Arctic & Western regions. Lynx
was second most important statewide and targeted first in the Interior and Arctic & Western regions.
Trappers in 3 regions ranked wolves in the top 3 or 4 species helping wolves rank third in importance
statewide.

Arctic &
Statewide  Southeast Southcentral Southwest Interior  Western
Species (253) (38) (85) (24) (85) (21)
marten 1 1 1 6 2 5
lynx 2 8 2 5 1 1
wolf 3 5 4 3 3 6
wolverine 4 6 3 4 4 2
beaver 5 4 6 1 5 3
red fox 6 7 7 2 6 4
otter 7 3 8 7 8 7
mink 8 2 9 8 7 ---
coyote 9 10 5 9 9 8
ermine (weasel) 10 8 10 10 10 10
muskrat 11 11 11 11 11 -
arctic fox 12 --- 12 --- --- 9

The graph below gives the percentage of trappers statewide who ranked that species as the first,
second, or third most important species they were trying to target.
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n =253
35% 4

Rank
BFirst

30% -

25% - @ Second
OThird

20% +

15% +

Percent of Trappers

10% +

5% -

L
arctic fox beaver coyote ermine lynx marten mink muskrat otter red fox wolf  wolverine
(weasel)
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Beaver Harvest Methods
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Coyote Harvest Methods
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Fox Harvest Methods
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Lynx Harvest Methods
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Marten Harvest Methods
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Mink Harvest Methods
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Muskrat Harvest Methods
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River Otter Harvest Methods
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Squirrel Harvest Methods
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Weasel (Ermine) Harvest Methods
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Wolf Harvest Methods
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Wolverine Harvest Methods
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SPECIES RELATIVE ABUNDANCE AND POPULATION TRENDS

The species relative abundance index is based on work done with snowshoe hares in Alberta, Canada
by Lloyd Keith and Christopher Brand. They compared the responses to a trapper questionnaire with
their estimates of hare densities based on their own fieldwork and found there was a good relationship
between these two measures. They developed an index for the responses received from trappers on the
questionnaire. A numerical value was assigned to each of three responses: 1 = scarce, 2 = common,
and 3 = abundant. The value of the abundance index was derived from a mathematical equation that
expresses the cumulative response value of trappers in a given region as a percentage of the range of
possible values:

I= ZRi—n /2n |x 100

i=1

Where | = abundance index
R = numerical value (1 = scarce, 2 = common, 3 = abundant)

1 = number of trappers reporting

The abundance index (I) ranges from 0% to 100%. Index values of 0—-19% indicated animals were
scarce, 20—50% indicated animals were common, and values greater than 50% indicated animals were
abundant. In the following tables, we converted the index values to the appropriate category: scarce,
common, or abundant.

We do not know if the same ranges of percentages are appropriate for animals in Alaska, because they
were established for snowshoe hares in Alberta. However, this index does provide a way to generally
compare trappers’ interpretations of species abundance in a given area over time and can be very
helpful when used in conjunction with other abundance indicators and sources of information.

The numerical trend index indicates if trappers felt animals were fewer, the same, or more numerous
than they were the previous year. This index is slightly different than the relative abundance index.

The trend index was calculated by assigning a 1 if the box for fewer was checked, 2 for same, and 3 for
more animals. The average was then calculated for all trappers in an area. Since we don’t have an
independent measure of trend to compare the index values to as we did for relative abundance, it is
necessary to select arbitrary ranges of values to classify the average opinion of trappers in an area. For
purposes of this report, an average trend value of <1.67 represents fewer (-), a value >2.33 represents
more (+), and intermediate values represent no change (n/c).
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Relative abundance and trend of furbearer populations for Southeast Alaska, 2011-12, as reported by
trappers (n is the total number of trappers who provided information on abundance or trend; not all
trappers provided information on every species). For trend, + indicates increase, - indicates decrease,
and n/c indicates no change.

Southeast Alaska
Petersburg,
Wrangell,
Ketchikan, Prince Kupreanof & Juneau, Douglas, |Admiralty, Baranof,
of Wales & Vicinity Vicinity Haines, Yakutat | Chichagoff Islands
GMUs 1A, 2 GMUs 1B, 3 GMUs 1CD, 5 GMU 4
Relative Relative Relative Relative

Abundance Trend [Abundance Trend [Abundance Trend |Abundance Trend
Furbearers: n=11 n=11 n==6 n==6 n=9 n=9 n=10 n=9
Arctic Fox not present scarce - not present scarce n/c
Beaver common n/c | common n/c common n/c | common n/c
Coyote not present | n/c | not present| n/c common n/c scarce n/c
Ermine common n/c | common n/c common n/c | scarce n/c
Lynx scarce n/c | scarce n/c scarce + scarce -
Marten abundant n/c | common n/c common + common n/c
Mink common n/c | abundant n/c abundant n/c | abundant n/c
Muskrat not present scarce n/c scarce n/c | scarce -
Red Fox scarce n/c | scarce n/c scarce n/c | scarce -
Red Squirrel | common n/c | abundant n/c abundant n/c | abundant n/c
River Otter abundant n/c | common n/c abundant n/c common n/c
Wolf abundant + common n/c common n/c scarce -
Wolwerine scarce n/c | scarce n/c scarce n/c scarce -
Prey:
Grouse scarce n/c | common n/c scarce n/c common n/c
Hare scarce n/c | not present scarce n/c | scarce -
Mice/Rodents | abundant n/c | abundant n/c abundant n/c common n/c
Ptarmigan scarce n/c | scarce + scarce n/c scarce n/c
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FURBEARER HARVEST REPORT

Only 4 of the 14 species defined as furbearers are required to be sealed throughout Alaska; lynx, otter,
wolf, and wolverine. Marten and beaver are required to be sealed in some units but not statewide.
Consequently, information on the numbers, distribution, and harvest of many furbearers is limited. The
following tables give the numbers of each species harvested in each GMU subunit as reported on the
2011-12 Trapper Questionnaire. Letter Z means there are no subunits or none was specified.

2oy e 23 g E 5 B £

Subunit n g _g % g g ; E E é % :“E’ ?'( E (_g

01A 4 0 0 0 10 0 78 43 0 8 0 20 2 0

01B 2 0 0 0 12 0 98 11 0 4 0 3 0 0

0 01C 4 0 4 1 14 0 59 33 0 36 0 0 0 0

g 01D 3 0 17 0 5 0 34 1 0 1 0 0 1 0
=

8 02z 8 0 15 0 10 0 302 40 0 57 0 0 0 0

n 03z 3 0 0 0 2 0 5 19 0 23 0 0 10 0

04z 12 0 9 0 9 0 428 283 27 88 0 50 0 0

05A 2 0 2 0 10 0 44 1 0 1 0 0 0 0

Region 1 Totals 38 0 47 1 72 0 1048 431 27 218 0 73 13 0

06A 2 0 0 0 0 2 0 7 0 0 0

06B 2 0 0 0 9 0 10 6 0 1 0 0 0 0

06C 4 0 20 3 16 0 15 6 0 15 0 0 0 3

06D 3 0 0 0 7 0 10 7 0 17 0 0 0 0

07z 5 0 3 0 24 0 30 13 1 0 0 14 0 0

117 8 0 12 7 6 53 28 0 0 1 17 8 1

13A 11 0 4 18 1 145 22 0 2 0 22 0 0 4

13B 5 0 49 23 28 68 48 5 6 4 47 0 0 1

T 13C 6 0 4 8 10 50 73 2 0 6 20 9 1

% 13D 6 0 32 57 53 145 8 16 4 44 14 0 4

E 13E 5 0 20 0 0 7 84 1 0 1 23 3 0 6

g 13z 3 0 0 0 29 8 2 0 0 12 0 1 1

v 14A 13 0 15 10 14 1 34 2 17 5 20 0 0 0

14B 8 0 5 26 4 1 45 11 30 0 14 0 0 0

14C 3 0 0 0 12 0 5 0 0 1 0 2 0 2

15A 6 0 8 0 14 0 1 0 1 0 10 2 0

15B 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 7 0 0 0 0 0 0

15C 3 0 0 21 3 34 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0

16A 3 0 57 3 9 0 32 7 0 6 5 0 0 2

16B 10 0 47 18 18 0 127 2 0 1 6 25 1 1

16z 2 0 0 0 8 0 3 3 0 0 0 10 0 0

08z 7 12 0 0 0 0 0 50 41 0 0 0

E 098 1 0 0 0 0 13 11 0 0 0 5 0 0 2

E 09C 1 0 6 1 0 0 0 0 1 24 0 0 0
=

8 17A 3 0 15 0 0 4 0 0 0 10 1 0 1 2

n 178 4 0 32 0 0 18 1 0 0 14 0 8 3

17C 7 0 56 3 2 1 134 3 0 24 90 0 3 9

Region 2&4 Totals 132 12 359 183 228 475 882 89 75 155 405 87 33 42
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< — (0]
S o g 23 s . & s ® _ 3
Region  Subunit n % g % % % fi E ; é % iz % E E
127 4o 0o 5 10 5 8 1 0 O 5 0 15 2
9 4 |0 52 o0 2 4 18 1 0 6 22 0 0 3
198 110 1 0o 0o o0 12 0 0 0 2 0 0 2
9 4 | 0 23 3 8 13 209 4 0 1 0 9 3
2000 13| 0 12 43 11 135 26 10 O 0 12 30 8 5
20 26| O 149 19 43 47 495 25 18 8 45 9 42 2
20 11| 0 5 19 6 116 97 10 O0 2 18 0 11 7
200 10| 0 17 8 9 10 6 2 4 0 27 0 2 2
20E 3/l0 o 2 3 1 9 1 o0 o0 1 o0 7 2
5 20F 4l o 0o o0 O 4 77 0 0 0 o 2 2
3 207 110 0 o o0 1 1220 4 0 2 1 0 0 2
= 218 110 1 o 2 7 147 o 0 0 1 2 8 3
21D s | o 42 o 4 3 35 3% 0 4 26 0 15 2
21E 3/l0o o o 1 1 4 0 0 O O 0 4 8
24A 110 6 0 0 0O 0O O 0O O O 0 0 O
248 110 2 0o o0 o0 3@ 0 2 0 6 0 0 O
24D 110 o 0o 1 ©0 5 1 0 0 0 0 1 o0
25A 110 o 1 6 5% 73 1 10 0 1 106 3 3
258 110 122 1 4 9 7 1 0 0 2 4 3 &
2% 4|0 9 0 0 25 3% o0 9 1 11 0 1 3
25D 7/l 0 o o o0 0 3 0 0 0 o0 0 3
Region 3 Totals 106 0 409 174 110 450 2235 97 124 24 194 219 131 58
- 18 11| 1 102 11 12 176 36 5 6 24 219 5 8 16
o 22A 2 0 11 0 3 48 20 2 26 2 66 2 3 5
4 228 3|1 9 0 4 52 22 2 0 2 18 0 20 16
i 22C 2l0 5 o 0 0o 0 O 0O O 2 0 0 o0
2] 22D 110 o o o0 o O O O O 1 0 0 O
g 237 3|0 20 o 8 6 127 5 0 0 25 0 1 4
26A 110 o o o 4 0o 0 0O 0 O O 1 3
Region 5Totals 23 | 2 147 11 27 341 209 14 32 28 347 7 33 44
Statewide Total 299 | 14 962 369 437 1266 4374 631 258 425 946 386 210 144

It would be helpful to know what proportion of the total harvest the questionnaire numbers represent. For
species that require sealing, the number sealed represents our best information about the statewide harvest.
The table below gives the harvest totals reported on the questionnaire as a percentage of the total number
sealed. Assuming the proportions for species that are not required to be sealed also fall within the ranges
observed below, the totals reported above represent roughly 1/6 to 1/3 of the statewide harvest of species.

Questionnaire Totals as Percent of Number Sealed

Region Beaver Lynx Marten Otter Wolf Wolverine Average
Arctic & Western 33% 24% 32% 41% 32%
Interior 30% 39% 24% 25% 29%
Southcentral 31% 28% 12% 25% 24%
Southeast 16% 28% 35% 8% 22%
Southwest 18% 5% 5% 19% 12%
Statewide 28% 26% 16% 27% 24%
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FURBEARER SEALING RECORDS SUMMARY

Sealing refers to the placement of an official marker or locking tag (seal) by an authorized department
representative on an animal hide and/or skull. The sealing process may also involve recording
biological information about the animal and the conditions under it was taken, taking measurements,
and collecting biological samples. Lynx, river otter, wolf and wolverine are required to be sealed
statewide; marten and beaver only in certain Game Management Units. The harvest totals reported
below are based on fur sealing records. Numbers reported here may differ from those in previous
reports because additional sealing forms have been turned in.

Reported Harvest from Sealing Records

Species Region 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12
Beaver*  Arctic & Western 109 33 21 23 11 3
Interior 57 31 4 127 12 1
Southcentral & Southwest 1078 945 991 1096 1164 851
Southeast 104 393 215 415 265 291
Total Beaver 1348 1402 1231 1661 1452 1146
Lynx Arctic & Western 211 165 296 750 728 944
Interior 2919 3911 5373 3615 2122 1513
Southcentral & Southwest 471 782 1455 2160 2446 1594
Southeast 2 0 8 8 4 4
Total Lynx 3603 4858 7132 6533 5300 4055
Marten** Arctic & Western 0 0 0 1 0 0
Interior 2 0 2 160 20 41
Southcentral & Southwest 1438 995 2117 1372 879 1364
Southeast 4623 2696 2488 1795 2530 3758
Total Marten 6063 3691 4607 3328 3429 5163
Otter Arctic & Western 257 58 100 196 134 119
Interior 123 82 77 106 70 61
Southcentral & Southwest 706 518 468 441 540 485
Southeast 363 179 288 248 528 619
Total Otter 1449 837 933 991 1272 1284
Wolf Arctic & Western 99 151 112 142 227 102
Interior 546 512 668 499 438 557
Southcentral & Southwest 393 454 365 288 341 421
Southeast 143 107 150 134 160 168
Total Wolf 1181 1224 1295 1063 1166 1248
Wolverine Arctic & Western 65 85 66 95 139 108
Interior 257 188 243 252 220 231
Southcentral & Southwest 205 229 184 225 219 189
Southeast 16 22 21 17 25 20
Total Wolverine 543 524 514 589 603 548

*Beaver are required to be sealed in Units 1-11, 13-15, and 17.
**Marten are required to be sealed in Game Management Units 1-7 and 14-16.
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WOLF HARVEST METHODS

The following table is compiled from mandatory wolf-sealing certificates. The “Other” category

includes wolves taken under same-day airborne predator control programs.

Ground Other or  Total Wolves
Season Region Shooting Trapping Snaring Unknown Sealed
2004-05 Arctic & Western 155 64 15 16 250
Interior 137 136 232 133 638
S.central & S.west 154 88 91 175 508
Southeast 39 62 60 1 162
Total 485 350 398 325 1558
2005-06 Arctic & Western 116 15 33 9 173
Interior 122 129 224 79 554
S.central & S.west 193 93 96 89 471
Southeast 56 57 43 0 156
Total 487 294 396 177 1354
2006-07 Arctic & Western 55 14 16 14 99
Interior 112 151 244 39 546
S.central & S.west 170 70 83 70 393
Southeast 25 38 15 65 143
Total 362 273 358 188 1181
2007-08 Arctic & Western 114 17 18 2 151
Interior 117 91 179 78 465
S.central & S.west 216 78 96 91 481
Southeast 53 36 18 0 107
Total 500 222 311 171 1204
2008-09 Arctic & Western 75 7 16 14 112
Interior 122 152 213 181 668
S.central & S.west 131 68 78 88 365
Southeast 57 65 27 1 150
Total 385 292 334 284 1295
2009-10 Arctic & Western 119 18 4 1 142
Interior 108 144 201 46 499
S.central & S.west 120 59 71 38 288
Southeast 45 56 31 2 134
Total 392 277 307 87 1063
2010-11 Arctic & Western 172 23 26 1 227
Interior 96 134 157 49 438
S.central & S.west 88 45 78 117 341
Southeast 46 69 44 0 160
Total 402 271 305 167 1166
2011-12 Arctic & Western 115 18 13 0 146
Interior 97 113 201 102 513
S.central & S.west 230 54 54 83 421
Southeast 53 79 36 0 168
Total 495 264 304 185 1248

37



FUR ACQUISITION AND EXPORT

The following table summarizes data from the “Report of Acquisition of Furs and Hides” filled out by
Alaska fur buyers (dealers) and the “Raw Fur Skin Export Permit” (the blue card everyone must fill out
when sending raw furs out of state) by regulatory year. Prior to 2010-11 only Raw Fur Skin Export
Permits that were filled out by individuals (not dealers) were included in the furs exported totals.
Beginning in 2010-11 the raw furs exported column includes exports by dealers as well as individuals.
These reports are a general indicator of harvest trends but are not actual records of the number of
furbearers harvested in a trapping season. Both reports may include furs harvested in previous years,
and many trappers keep their furs for tanning and use at home. In addition, some people may not fill
out the required forms. If you want more information about fur harvest trends, contact your regional or
statewide furbearer biologist. Totals for the 2009-10 and 2010-11 regulatory years have been revised

from those in previous years’ reports to reassign some records which were mistakenly attributed to the
wrong regulatory year.

2009-2011 Fur Acquisition and Export

2009-10 2010-11 2011-12
Furs Furs Furs
Acquired by Acquired by Acquired by
Raw Furs  Alaskan |Raw Furs  Alaskan |Raw Furs  Alaskan
Exported Dealers |Exported Dealers |Exported Dealers

Beaver 1731 1406 387 1113 2352 571
Coyote 226 111 97 329 371 184
Fox, Blue 6 0 1 1 4 0
Fox, Cross 212 78 48 183 279 108
Fox, Red 996 566 371 1027 1757 1026
Fox, Silver 70 4 1 43 64 5
Fox, White 72 7 1 29 114 14
Lynx 2606 2772 2157 3340 3435 2605
Marten 9122 10003 6836 8378 10967 12270
Mink 846 648 418 1236 1180 1054
Muskrat 1624 1112 1240 900 2219 1654
Other 296 207 25 73 286 41
Otter, Land 469 150 332 872 1081 715
Red Squirrel 175 170 277 410 455 120
Weasel 455 421 296 453 754 385
Wolf 264 50 91 287 521 201
Wolverine 124 60 63 169 262 125
Grand Total 19,294 17,765 12,641 18,843 26,101 21,078
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COMMERCIAL TRANSACTIONS INVOLVING FURS

Average Prices Paid for Raw Furs

Prices from the two major fur auction houses (North American Fur Auction and Fur Harvesters
Auction Inc.) were averaged to produce the 2011-12 prices in this table. Top prices were also from fur
auctions. All species of foxes were added together for this table

Average Fur Price Top Price

Species 2006-07 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 | 2011-12
Beaver $20.71 $20.11 $12.83 $17.82 $32.56 $230.00
Coyote $43.67 $24.33 $36.13 $52.90 $65.99 $350.00
Fox $23.10 $21.42 $26.22 $33.55 $52.82 $400.00
Lynx $126.34 $94.53 $127.50 $149.64 $179.78 $550.00
Marten $56.93 $41.68 $32.92 $51.07 $108.78 $380.00
Mink (wild) $17.84 $10.18 $12.62 $16.78 $22.83 $160.00
Muskrat $5.00 $3.19 $7.73 §7.22 $9.97 $38.00

River Otter $58.69 $33.11 $43.65 $58.84 $86.76 $170.00
Squirrel $1.31 $1.20 $1.50 $1.06 $0.97 $1.60

Weasel $7.55 $3.49 $3.77 $3.49 $3.57 $10.00

Wolf $121.38 $144.90 $98.69 $150.67 $245.29 $920.00
Wolverine $220.80 $234.00 $227.80 $273.50 $269.95 $500.00

Minimum Estimated Fur Value

The following table summarizes the minimum total estimated value of furs trapped during the 2011-12
trapping season. This table is intended to provide an estimate of fur values in Alaska and does not
represent fur revenue. Average fur auction prices were used to calculate fur value. The number of furs
was taken from sealing records for beaver, lynx, marten, river otter, wolf, and wolverine. That means
for beaver and marten this table only includes animals harvested from a portion of the state. The
number of furs for the unsealed species was calculated by adding the number of furs acquired by
dealers plus the number of furs exported by hunters and trappers. All species of foxes were added
together for this table.

2011-12 Fur Value in Alaska

Average North
Species Total Number American Price Total Estimated Value
Beaver 1,146 $32.56 $37,316
Coyote 555 $65.99 $36,624
Fox 3,371 $52.82 $178,039
Lynx 4,055 $179.78 $728,998
Marten 5,163 $108.78 $561,631
Mink 2,234 $22.83 $51,007
Muskrat 3,873 $9.97 $38,627
River Otter 1,284 $86.76 $111,396
Squirrel 575 $0.97 $558
Weasel 1,139 $3.57 $4,069
Wolf 1,248 $245.29 $306,124
Wolverine 548 $269.95 $147,932
Total $2,202,320
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FUR SEALING REQUIREMENTS

Lynx, river otter, wolf, or wolverine taken anywhere in the state, marten in Game Management Units 1
-7 and 14-16, and beaver taken in Units 1-11 and 13-17 must be sealed by an authorized department
representative. If you ship furs of these animals to a buyer or auction house out of state, they must be
sealed before you ship them.

All raw skins of wild furbearers shipped from Alaska must have a Raw Fur Export Permit (blue
shipping tag) attached to the shipment. The Fur Export Report (a postage-paid postcard attached to the
permit) must also be completed and mailed to the Alaska Department of Fish and Game. The U.S. Post
Office Domestic Mail Manual Regulation 124.65 also requires compliance with this regulation. This 2-
part form is free from any Alaska Department of Fish and Game office or authorized fur sealer.

If there is no authorized fur sealer near you, contact the nearest office of the Alaska Department of Fish
and Game. A list of area biologists is on the next page. We can help you make arrangements to seal
your furs. If you or someone you know wants to become a fur sealer, contact one of the following
Regional Fur Sealing Officers.

Region 1 (GMUs 1-5) Timothy Miles
Alaska Department of Fish and Game
P. O. Box 110024
Juneau, AK 99811-0024
(907) 465-4265

Region 2 (GMUs 6,7,8,14, & 15) Cory Stantorf
Alaska Department of Fish and Game
333 Raspberry Road
Anchorage, AK 99518-1565
(907) 267-2257

Region 3 (GMUs 12, 19, 20, 21, 24, 25 & 26BC) Jackie Kephart
Alaska Department of Fish and Game
1300 College Road
Fairbanks, AK 99701-1551
(907) 459-7205

Region 4 (GMUs 9, 10, 11, 13, 16, & 17) Leigh Honig
Alaska Department of Fish and Game
1800 Glenn Highway, Suite 4
Palmer, AK 99645-6736
(907) 746-6300

Region 5 (GMUs 18, 22, 23, & 26A) Karen Mitchell
Alaska Department of Fish and Game
P. O. Box 1148
Nome, AK 99762-1148
(907) 443-2271
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AREA BIOLOGISTS AND GAME MANAGEMENT UNITS
DIVISION OF WILDLIFE CONSERVATION -- ABs and GMUs

GMU 1 (A), 2

Boyd Porter (AAB: Steve Bethune)
2030 Sealewel Drive, Suite 205
KETCHIKAN, AK 99901
Phone: 907-225-2475

GMU 9, 10

Dave Crowley (AAB: Chris Peterson)
PO Box 37

KING SALMON, AK 99613
Phone: 907-246-3340

GMU 19, 21(A),(E)

Roger Seawy (AAB: Josh Peirce)
PO Box 230

MCGRATH, AK 99627

Phone: 907-524-3323

Fax: 907-225-2771 Fax: 907-246-3309 Fax: 907-524-3324

GMU 1 (B), 3 GMU 11, 13 GMU 20(A),(B),(C),(F), 25(C)
Rich Lowell (AAB: none) Becky Schwanke (AAB: Wm (Frank) Robbins) Don Young (AAB: Tony Hollis)
PO Box 667 PO Box 47 1300 College Road

PETERSBURG, AK 99833
Phone: 907-772-5228
Fax: 907-772-9336

GLENNALLEN, AK 99588
Phone: 907-822-3461
Fax: 907-822-3811

FAIRBANKS, AK 99701
Phone: 907-459-7233
Fax: 907-459-7332

GMU 4

Phil Mooney (AAB: none)
304 Lake Street Room 103
SITKA, AK 99835-7563
Phone: 907-747-5449
Fax: 907-747-6239

GMU 12, 20(E)

Jeff Gross (AAB: Torsten Bentzen)
PO Box 355

TOK, AK 99780-0355

Phone: 907-883-2971

Fax: 907-883-2970

GMU 20(D)

Darren Bruning (AAB: none)

PO Box 605

DELTA JUNCTION, AK 99737
Phone: 907-895-4484

Fax : 907-895-4833

GMU 1(C), 1(D), 5

Ryan Scott (AAB: Stephanie Sell)
PO Box 110024

JUNEAU, AK 99811-0024
Phone: 907-465-4359

GMU 14(A),(B), 16(A),(B)
Todd Rinaldi (AAB: Tim Peltier)
1800 Glenn Hwy Suite 4
PALMER, AK 99645-6736
Phone: 907-746-6325

GMU 21(B),(C),(D), 24

Glenn Stout (AAB: Nate Pamprin)
1300 College Road
FAIRBANKS, AK 99701
Phone: 907-459-7218

Fax: 907-465-4272 Fax: 907-746-6305 Fax: 907-459-7332

GMU 6 GMU 14(C) GMU 22

Charlotte Westing (AAB: none) Jessy Coltrane (AAB: Dave Battle) Tony Gorn (AAB: Letty Hughes)
PO Box 669 333 Raspberry Road PO Box 1148

CORDOVA, AK 99574
Phone: 907-424-3215

ANCHORAGE, AK 99518-1565
Phone: 907-267-2811

NOME, AK 99762
Phone: 907-448-8189

Fax: 907-424-3235 Fax: 907-267-2433 Fax: 907-443-5893
GUM 7, 15 GMU 17 GMU 23

Jeff Selinger (AAB: Jason Herreman) Vacant (AAB: none) Vacant (AAB: none)
34828 Kalifornsky Beach Rd Ste B PO Box 1030 PO Box 689

SOLDOTNA, AK 99669-8367
Phone: 907-260-2905

DILLINGHAM, AK 99576
Phone: 907-842-2334

KOTZEBUE, AK 99752
Phone: 907-442-1712

Fax: 907-262-4709 Fax: 907-842-5514 Fax: 907-442-2420

GMU 8 GMU 18 GMU 25(A),(B),(D), 26(B), (C)
Nate Svaboda (AAB: vacant) Phillip Perry (AAB: Patrick Jones) Beth Lenart (AAB: Jason Caikoski)
211 Mission Road PO Box 1467 1300 College Road

KODIAK, AK 99615
Phone: 907-486-1880

BETHEL, AK 99559
Phone: 907-543-2979

FAIRBANKS, AK 99701
Phone: 907-459-7242

Fax: 907-486-1869 Fax: 907-543-2021 Fax: 907-459-7332
R1 Reg Supr - Doug Larsen - 465-4369 |R4 Reg Supr - Bruce Dale - 861-2101 GMU 26(A)
R1 Mgt Coord - Neil Barten - 465-4267 R4 Mgt Coord - Lem Butler - 861-2105 Geoff Carroll (AAB: none)
R1 Res Coord - Rod Flynn - 465-4353 PO Box 1284

R2 Reg Supr - Larry Van Daele - 486-1876
R2 Mgt Coord - Gino DelFrate - 267-2198
R2 Res Coord - vacant

R5 Reg Supr - Steve Machida - 267-2421
R5 Mgt Coord - Peter Bente - 443-8188

R3 Reg Supr - David James - 459-7222
R3 Mgt Coord - Roy Nowlin - 459-7250
R3 Res Coord - Scott Brainerd - 459-7261
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BARROW, AK 99723-1284
Phone: 907-852-3464
Fax: 907-852-3465

Updated 08/27/13
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AUTHOR’S NOTE

Once again I would like to thank ADF&G Information Services staff for their help in converting the
Trapper Questionnaire to a format that could be read by an optical scanner and for creating the database
that made information from the Questionnaire usable. I would also like to thank Tom Paul for his effort
assembling this report.

I would like to extend my thanks to all of you who responded to ADF&G’s 2011-12 Trapper Question-
naire — [ hope you enjoy this report. Your responses to this survey are strictly voluntary, but the higher
the response rate, the better our understanding of what is happening with trapping and furbearer popu-
lations in Alaska and the better we can manage these resources. It also gives you a better understanding
of how other trappers fared statewide. Please continue to return your surveys and encourage other trap-
pers you know to participate as well. If you know any trappers who want to receive a questionnaire and
report, have them contact me at the phone number or email listed below.

Finally, many thanks to all who sent trapping photos. I enjoyed seeing them and look forward to shar-
ing them with others in this and future Trapper Reports. Please consider taking your camera along this
season and e-mailing more photos when you return. If you do send photos, please also include a brief
explanation of each picture and a statement in your e-mail giving ADF&G permission to use your pho-
tos in the Trapper Questionnaire Report and other trapping-related publications.

Good luck in the field this coming season.

Sincerely,

Tom Schumacher, ADF&G Trapper Questionnaire Coordinator
P.O. Box 115526

Juneau, AK 99811-5526
(907) 465-4148

Photo courtesy of USFWS Kenai National Wildlife Refuge
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Photo by Ken Marsh

Photo by Victoria Kotongan
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Nome Trappers’ Fling 2009 Photo by Bill Brophy

Alaska Department of Fish and Game




