
 

Learn more at: 

smallgame.adfg.alaska.gov 

Small Game
Youth Hunts 

 Southcentral Alaska

Guide to regulations as of 2023

• While youth may hunt during the regular season 
under standard regulations, youth-only hunts provide 
unique opportunities, available only to those 17 years 
old or younger.

• Youth must have completed Basic Hunter 
Education OR be under the direct supervision of a 
licensed hunter who is 21 years of age or older and 
has completed Basic Hunter Education. Proof of 
certification is required in the field. 

• Youth and accompanying adults must wear blaze 
orange outerwear—vest or jacket.

• Detailed maps, videos, photos, field dressing 
instructions, and information on the Wing Collection 
Program can be found online.

General Information



Mile 2.5

Independence Mine
State Historical Park

and
Summit Lake

Recreation Area
NOT INCLUDED IN THIS
MANAGEMENT AREA

ARCHAN
GE

L
DR

IV
E

PA
LM

ER
-F

IS
H

H
O

O
K

R
O

A
D

WILLOW FISHHOOK ROAD

14A

14B

Delia
Creek

Fairangel Creek
Goodhope Creek

Reed Creek

Craigie Creek

Archangel Creek

Peters Creek

Fishhook Creek

Governm
ent Creek

Hom
estake Creek

Shorty Creek

Hatcher Creek

M
oose

Creek

Little Susitna River

Willow Creek

Pr
em

ie
rC

re
ek

Purches Creek

W
es

t F
or

k

Iron Creek

Buffalo Creek

B
ar

th
ol

f C
re

ek

Sidney
 C

ree
k

Glacier Creek

EastF or k
F is hhook

C
reek

Hatcher Pass
Youth Hunt

Management Area

Unit 14A
Hatcher Pass Youth Hunt

Management Area

0 1.5 30.75 Miles

U:\wc\Specareas\ArcView\MA_hatcherpass.mxd  2/03 jce; 12/03, 11/08, 6/10, 3/12, 7/16, 3/23/2018 skt

AREA DESCRIPTION: Unit 14A, within the upper Little Susitna River drainage upstream of mile
13.6 on Hatcher Pass Road (Gold Mint Trail parking area) and ¼ mile away from the road including
Archangel and Fishhook Creeks, and upper Little Susitna River drainages.  Also, portions of the
upper Willow Creek drainage upstream of the confluence of Willow and Craigie Creeks, including
Grubstake Gulch and Homestake Creek, and Bullion and Skyscraper mountains.  There is no
discharge of weapons, including archery, allowed within ¼ mile of the road.

From August 10 to August 25, the area is closed to small game hunting except that small game may
be taken by youth hunters 17 years old or younger accompanied by a licensed hunter 21 years old
or older who has successfully completed a certified hunter education course if the youth has not
successfully completed a certified hunter education course. Youth hunters and accompanying
adults must wear hunter orange vests while in the field.
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Source map:  Alaska Shaded Relief

This map is intended for hunt planning use, not for determining legal property or regulatory boundaries.  Content is compiled from various sources and is subject to change without notice.
See current hunting regulations for written descriptions of boundaries.  Hunters are responsible for knowing the land ownership and regulations of the areas they intend to hunt.
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Closed to Hunting

National Wildlife Refuge

  
 Skilak Loop Area

  
Hatcher Pass Area

Youth-only dates: 
August 10 - August 25

Check regulations for species-specific season dates.

Bag limits: Grouse: 15/day; 30 in possession
Only 1/day, 2 in possession may be ruffed grouse. 
Ptarmigan: 10/day; 20 in possession. Hare: 5/day.
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AREA DESCRIPTION: Units 15A and 15B, the area consists of that portion bounded by a line beginning at the
easternmost junction of the Sterling Highway and the Skilak Lake Road (milepost 58), then due south to the
south bank of the Kenai River, then southerly along the south bank of the Kenai River to its confluence with
Skilak Lake, then westerly along the north shore of Skilak Lake to Lower Skilak Lake Campground, then
northerly along the Lower Skilak Lake Campground Road and the Skilak Lake Road to its westernmost junction
with the Sterling Highway (milepost 75.1), then easterly along the Sterling Highway to the point of origin.

The area is closed to hunting and trapping, except that moose may be taken by permit only, and small game
may be taken from October 1 - March 1 by falconry, and bow and arrow only, and by standard .22 rimfire or
shotgun in that portion of the area west of a line from the access road from the Sterling Highway to Kelly Lake,
the Seven Lakes Trail, and the access road from Engineer Lake to Skilak Lake Road, and north of Skilak Lake
Road, during each weekend from Nov 1 - Dec 31 including the Friday following Thanksgiving Day, by youth
hunters 17 years old or younger accompanied by a licensed hunter who has successfully completed a certified
hunter education course if the youth has not, and who is 21 years old or older.  Wolf, coyote, and lynx may be
taken during open seasons from Nov 10 - Mar 31 but may not be taken within 1/4 mile of the Engineer, Kelly,
Petersen and Hidden Lake campgrounds and within 1/4 mile of the boat launches.  A firearm may not be
discharged within 1/4 mile of any campground.  In addition, refuge regulations prohibit the discharge of firearms
in specific areas.
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 Youth-only dates: 
August 10 - March 31

Check regulations for species-specific season dates.

Weapon Restrictions:
Shotgun, .22 rimfire, or crossbow

If using a crossbow, proof of crossbow certification 
is required in the field. 

Bag limits: Grouse: 10/day; 20 in possession
Only 1/day, 2 in possession may be ruffed grouse. 

Ptarmigan: 10/day; 20 in possession. Hare: no limit.


