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Peregrine Falcon Surveys 
Continue in Western Alaska 

A thorough follow-up survey for 
peregrine falcons along the coast of 
western Alaska resulted in the discovery 
of additional nests. With federal funding 
from the Endangered Species program 
of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, the 
Nongame Wildlife Program conducted a 
more complete search of the coast from Unalakleet north to 
Cape Prince of Wales - an area where a surprising number 
of nests had been found in 1987. 

Surveys conducted in the late 60s and early 70s found 
only one pair present in this area. Peregrines populations 
were very low then due to pesticides entering their food chain 
base and interfering with their reproduction. After the U.S. 
began restricting the use of pesticides harmful to birds and 
establishing recovery programs for the endangered pere­
grine falcons, populations have rebounded in many parts of 
the U.S. 

This past summer, two surveys were conducted, one in 
June to locate cliff sites occupied by falcons, and a second in 
early July to determine productivity and to band nestlings. 
Results from these surveys suggest the local peregrine 
population is doing very well, especially compared to prior 
estimates of historic levels in the area. 

In a single survey of the area in 1987, 6 nests were 
located - and that was considered remarkable at the time. 
This year, 13 nests with young were located, and adult 
peregrines were seen at 7 additional sites. Twenty-nine 
nestlings were banded. 

A nestling that we banded in 1987 was seen alive along 
the gulf coast of Texas. This provided evidence that the 
peregrines of coastal western Alaska belong to the migratory 
anatum or tundrius subspecies. These birds spend their 
winters in South America, where unfortunately many pesti­
cides harmful to birds are still in use. 

Information from these surveys has already been sup­
plied to Alaskan land managers and will be incorporated into 
the Northwest Alaska Area Plan. Large scale mining, both 
offshore and onshore, is being contemplated in the area, 
along with offshore oil leasing and other developments. 
Impacts of these and other activities on peregrine popula­
tions should be monitored to insure that their healthy recov­
ery continues. 

Please check appropriate boxes and return this coupon: 

0 Please add my name to your mailing list. 
0 Address correction: 

Suggestions: 

0 	 I have information on Ospreys in Alaska ___ 

Kestrels Monitored 
for Pesticides 

Recent grasshopper outbreaks in the 
Delta agricultural project have local farmers 
considering large-scale application of chemical 
pesticides. Because endangered peregrine fal­
cons nest close by the farms, there is concern 
about effects of pesticides on area wildlife. 

So far, spraying has been limited to individ­
ual efforts by a few of the farmers. In response, we have 
begun to address potential impacts of pesticide use by 
starting a study of American kestrel, a common, small falcon 
that nests in tree cavities and man-made nest boxes. 

Because kestrels will use nest boxes, it is relatively 
easy to monitor their abundance and productivity. Early this 
past spring we put up 12 boxes in the Delta area. In June, we 
found that 6 were occupied by kestrels and that flickers were 
nesting in a seventh. By comparing pesticide levels in eggs 
(which reflect the pre-exposure level of the adults) to those in 
fledglings (which have been raised on local prey exposed to 
locally applied contaminants) we hope to learn if chemical 
contaminants are entering local food chains. Results of tests 
on this year's samples are not available yet. 

o&s&­
Viewing Trail Built On Palmer Refuge 

Three hundred energetic Boy Scouts under the super­
vision of Carl Grauvogel, Palmer game biologist, recently 
constructed a wildlife viewing trail along a bluff above the 
Palmer Hay Flats Refuge. The trail has several viewpoints 
overlooking the refuge, with a panoramic view of the towering 
Chugach Mountains in the background. 

The viewpoints provide excellent viewing opportunities 
of the shorebirds, waterfowl and birds of prey that use the 
refuge. Views of migrating Tundra Swans, Canada Geese 
and ducks should be especially good during spring migration 
in late April and early May. To get the best look, binoculars 
and a spotting scope are recommended. 

In honor of the superb work by the Boy Scout troops 
from the Mat-Su Valley, Eagle River, Anchorage and Valdez, 
the trail was named "Scout Ridge Trail." The trail is located 
above Cottonwood Creek off the Knik-Goose Bay Road south 
of the Parks Highway, and is suitable for use by families and 
school classes. Contact the Division of Game in Palmer or 
Anchorage for more information. 

0 	 I want to participate in winter bird feeder counts 
in Fairbanks. Daytime phone number ____ 

0 	 Send me copy(ies) of a Guide to Wildlife 
Viewing in Alaska. Enclosed is a check or money 
order for $12.95 each (includes shipping charge). 
Please send to Anchorage office. 

0 	 I want to participate in Loon Watch 1989 for 
_____ Lake between Sutton and Willow. 
Daytime phone number ________ 

0 	 I want to help coordinate a "loon festival" in 
Anchorage during May 1989. 
Daytime phone number ________ 



Lance Trasky 
Habitat Division 
Anchorage 
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