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INTRODUCT I0OH

It is the purpose of this report to dsiineate wildlife considarations which
are nacassary for proper enforcement of the Trans-Alaska Pipeline Stipulations.

If the pip2lina 1s censtructed in strict compliance with the U.S. DPepartmant
of Intericr, Trans-Aleska Pipsline Stipulations (1969) thers will be only limited
adverse effects on Alaskan gams species. '

The proposed pinalinz frem Prudhce Bzy to Valdsz w111 be an obvious ecalogical
and envircamaental fzature of Alaska. Building the line will requirs extansive
soil disturbance and dastructicn of natural vegstation along the 100-foot right-
of-way, at gravel pits, at airstrips, at camp sites, and along access roads.

There will be potential locel hazards to wildlife p:pu1atio s during construztior
cperetions. Higreticn and local movaminis of soms animzl spacies will be affectad
at plecas whare the pipzline will be conmstructed above grOJn.. Erosicn, herbicide
I as tion ¢, and accidantal oil spills are othar potentialh
20 prob
e improvad and human utilization of
v the presance of construction crews
icn of additional public access. A
ource agesncies will result.
aridsceps featurs of the countrysida
lend manacement by locally eliminating
dernzss areas and other similar




BlIG GAME

There are nine species of big game occurring along the proposed route of
the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System. North of Fairbanks wild game still provides
sustenance for a majority of the Eskimos and Indian residents.and sport hunting
plays a subordinate role. South of Fairbanks big game populations provide a
prime source of public recreation.

Black Bear (Ursus amaricznus)

The black bear is common along the pipelina route from Valdez to and including
the Dietrich River Valley on the south slope of the Brooks Range.

Only one major conflict with this species is anticipated during construction
and operation of the pipeline. Black bears are readily attracted to .garbage
dumps or areas with improper Food storage. With continuad enticement such animals
soon becors a nuisance and are ususlly destroyed. To prevent unnecessary killing

of black bears avery effort should be mads to enforce sound food storage and
waste disgosal practices. All organic materials, including their containars,
should ba incirarated before final disposal.

Bison (Biscn bi: bason)

Two biscn populations occur along the pronosed pipeline route. The Coppar
River bison herd rangss from Chitina to Copper Centar and the Delta blson herd
ranges east of D=lta Creek in the vicinity of Big Delta.

no major conflicts are anticipated.

If the pipeline s proposed
mmadiate backfill would constitute a serious hazard

Howiever, excavation w
to biscn.

Caribou (Rapaifer tarandus)

Caribou occur in two major arsas along the proposad pipeline route. The
Dalta, tielcninz, and Fortymile caribou herds may be found in the area betieen
Glﬂnnﬂllnn and Big Delta during the spring and fall migrations. The Arctic and
Porcusinz caribeu her dg may be found in thz area bstwesen the Middle Fork of the

koyukuk River and Prudhos Bay during the spring migration, in summer, and during
the fall migraticna. "rase lattzr herds are Alaska's larzzst and are noted Tor
theiv subsistence valus. Eskimo and Indian hunte rs utilize over 30,000 caribou
per year as food for their Temilies and dog teams

There hzs bzzn ezprehension about the impact of above ground pipeline construction
on czribou micrations on the North Slosa.  The Alaska Departmant of Fish and
Gzma hzs reportad thet the key to rmaintzining caribou posulations in Alasks is
to provice vast areas of undisturbad habitat that allovs unrestricted caribou
movenent. Fortunately, as nreposad, above cround pipaline sections will riot
be continuous end caribou encountaring thesz szctions will probably move along
them until 2 gan is found. Howaver, local trampling of tundira vegatation and
overgrazing may occur adjacent to sectlions of elevatad pipe.



It is impossible to recommend areas within caribecu habitat where the pipeline
"could be above .ground. Food supply, population density, weather, snow condition,
. insects, man, and a variety of other factors can alter the movement patterns
:'seasonally or perhaps for several years. - TR -

Spring ngTationq occur in Apri] and May and fall migration from September
through No vember. Construction in narrow mountain valleys or passes, such as
Isab2] Pass, the Dietrich River Valley and thz Atigun River Valley, should be
avoidad du,xno caribou migretion periods.

All pxpallne excavation should be foIlo:=d by |mmed:aLe back fill whenever
caribou are in the v1c1nlty '

An increase in caribou hunglng pressure aTong the plpe]xna route wou]d not
trimaenta]l to caribou managemsant at thlS time.

-
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Grizzly Bear (Ursus arctos)
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.Moose (A1ces alces) o :-'J-;:Afiiw-h ”;;‘H Tﬂi=j;f' ‘.;?.  ¢ | o L

MOOSe occur common]y along the pr0poJed pxpelxne route from Valdez to the

"leagavanlrktok River.

-

As proposed, pipeline construction will have only a limited adverse effect
upon the moose populations presently existing along the pipeline route.

North of the Broolis Range the destruction of somz stands of riparien willow
is inevitable and will result in the elimination.or reduction of local moose
_popuiations. The magnituds of. the prob}en is dependont upon the extent that
“construction operat;ons occur in the flood plain of rivers.

All pipaline excavation should be followed by immediate backfill to eliminate
hazards to resident moose and to other moosz during spring and fall seasonal
movemants. Spring movemants usually occur from Aoril through June and fall movaments
occur from September through October.

Mountain Goat (Oreamnos amesricanus)

Mountain goats occur adjacent to the proposed pipelins route from Valdaz
to Copper Center.

No major ccnflicts with mountain goats are anticipated during pipalina construction.
Wolf (Cun ]UOUS)
Vlolves occur along tha ant

se disposal and other guidalinss

Constructicn cf tha efu
Q 1 hazards to this troubled species.

tne
are followz d, should not

Wolverine (Gulo luscus)

Volverines occur along the entire pipzline route.

The commznts pertaining to wolves fully covers the requiraed safeguards for
wolverina, ’
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SMALL GAME

The pipeline will transect aniné, boreal,

with its typical group of inhabitants.

the right-of-way will support fewer wild animals than before.

and tundra habitats, each
Even with successful revegetation,

However, the

direct loss of animal production will be economica]ly and ecologically negligible

if reason
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Camz Trail Indax Project is attempting
all establishaed trails in ths State.

11 heve guarantaad public accsass
proposed pipeline route and have

this pregram:

A= Milepost 73 Richardsen Highway -
RIVOCRM - Milenast 7402 Richardscn Highwa
Ckit = Milepost 05.8 Richardson Highway -
~ HWilencst 85.1 Richardson Highway -
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of the Arctic fox (Alopex lagoous) and the
The disease is spread most rapldly in winter
and the animals concentrate at places where

readily attracted to garbage For



5. K]utlna Boat Landing (TZN RIE CRM - Milepost 100.4 Richardson Highway -
. Map l) ' ' ' oo -

.6, K]ut:na Ploneer Access Road (TZN CRM - M:]epost 102 Rlchardson nghway
o " Map 1). There are several trails that branch off this access road
' which will also be affected by the pipeline.

»

7. Bear Creek Trail (T6M, RIV CRC - Milenost 126.1 Richardson Highway
)

Trails 1, 2, 3, 5, and 6 are dadicated along their entire route. Trails
L and 7 hava entries -at the junction of the trail and the Richardson Highway. o
Other trails intercepting the proposed pipeliine route will be described and dedicated

as time allcuws.

It is imperative that all access routes (existing and proposad) crossing
the pipelines right-of-way remain opesn to public access during and after construction
of the pipaline,

FUTURE IMPACT,

Perhzps the greatest impact to wildlife and wildlifs habitat will occur after
the Trens-Alaslka Pipaline System has bezn installed. Current Arctic enginezring
technolosy reguires avove ground pipzline construction techniguss on most terrestrial
areas exazy from streamside alluviun deposits. hersfore, the feedar linss, which
must be constructed batwaan fndividual oil well sites and the TAPS pipeline, to
make tha latter line functional, may rasult in the loss of large areas of wildlife
hebitat ca Uiz North Slorz, plus inhibiting animal movamants.

At any time after crude oil starts flowing in the pipelins system thars
will be hundiads of thousands of gallons of potential pollutant available undar
tremandous prassure. Pincline brachs or leals ceculd cause pollution of lands
and waler thet would be indescribable.

t the pipeline terminus in Valdaz, continicus transfer of crude oil from
shore to ship will preseat a continuous oil pollution hezard. Subseguent movement
of the crude ofl by shin betuzen Alzsla and the ceatinzntal United States will
alsc be a continuing harard to maring and coastal fauna of the Unitad States
and Carada.

SUMHARY




The potential hazards to wildlife will be great during and after the period
of feeder line construction unless Arctic engineering technology can be improved.
Potential oil pollution from the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System remains as the

'-»greatest single hazard to wildlife.
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