Alaska’s
Threatened and
Endangered Species






























http:Pacific.As















http:Desdipti.on







SMd SN Wams peL

Page Sixteen

Arctic Peregrine
Falcon

(Falco peregrinus tundrius)

Status
Formerly Federal threatened species; delisted in October 1994
State species of special concern

Description

Arctic peregrine falcons are medium-sized falcons, about 14-18 inches long, with long, nar-
row wings that commonly span 43 inches. Adults have blue-gray backs with white chests
and heavily-barred bellies. Younger birds (less than 1 year old) have brown backs, heavily
streaked underparts, and buff-colored chests. Both adults and immatures have dark heads
with a distinct mustache mark below the eye.

Habitats and Habits

Arctic peregrine falcons nest in the treeless tundra areas of Alaska, Canada, and Greenland
and migrate south through Canada and the United States.They spend the winter in warmer
climates from the southern United States to southern Argentina and
Chile. In Alaska, arctic peregrine falcons nest mostly along rivers in north-
ern and western Alaska. An extremely powerful flier, the arctic peregrine
falcon mostly eats birds that are caught in midair chases of breathtak-
ing speed. Nests are on cliffs or bluffs usually near rivers or lakes that
provide habitat for the shorebirds, songbirds, and waterfowl upon which
the falcons prey.

Cause of the Decline

The use of DDT and other toxic pesticides was the primary cause of
the decline of peregrine falcons. Restrictions on the use of these pesti-
cides since 1972 have allowed arctic peregrine falcons to recover. About
250 pairs nest in Alaska and thousands nest throughout arctic North
America.

Research and Recovery
Research on arctic peregrine falcons
has focused on monitoring changes 17
in pesticide levels, breeding success,
and population size. Cooperative ef-
forts between land management
agencies and resource exploration
and development interests have al-
lowed arctic peregrine falcons to re-
produce without disturbance at their
remote nesting areas.
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Eskimo Curlew

(Numenius borealls)

Status

Federal endangered species
State endangered species

Description

Eskimo curlews are medium-sized shorebirds that closely
resemble their slightly larger relative, the whimbrel. Eskimo
curlews are about 12 inches long and have a slightly
downcurved bill. Their underwing linings are cinnamon in
color and spotted or barred; their primary and secondary
feathers are solid in color.

Habitats and Habits

In the mid-1800s, huge flocks of Eskimo curlews migrated
from South America to their nesting areas in the Alaskan
and Canadian arctic. They fed in open natural grasslands and
tundra, burned prairies, meadows, and pastures. During the

fall, they traveled down the east coast of North America : .' - "‘ E ? “ﬁp e

and then in the spring returned through the central United
States and prairie provinces of Canada. Eskimo curlews wintered in the grasslands of south-
ern South America from southern Brazil and Uruguay to middle-eastern Argentina.

Causes of the Decline

The evidence is overwhelming that unrestricted market hunting drastically and rapidly
reduced the Eskimo curlew’s numbers. This decline occurred mainly between 1870 and
1890, following the virtual disappearance of the passenger pigeon (also hunted for the
market). Habitat loss, primarily to cultivation and grazing, also may have contributed to
the curlew’s decline, and has prevented its recovery. No population counts were ever made
for this species, and a current population estimate is not possible. This species may be
extinct.

Research and Recovery

The last documented sighting of an Eskimo curlew was in Texas in 1962. Research efforts
in recent years have focused on documenting the continued existence of the species. Sur-
veys in historical breeding areas, migration routes, and wintering areas have failed to ob-
serve a single curlew. This bird has not been documented in Alaska since 1886.
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Spectacled Fider

(Somateria fischeri)

Status

Federal threatened species
State species of special concern

Description

Spectacled eiders are large-bodied sea ducks. The adult male spectacled eider has a black
chest and white back, a green head with a long, sloping forehead, and distinctive white
eye patches. Young birds and females are brown with pale brown eye patches.

Habitat and Habits

Spectacled eiders nest in wet tundra near ponds on the Arctic coasts of Alaska and Russia
and on the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta coast in Alaska. Nesting pairs arrive together each spring,

but the males leave after egg incubation begins. In late summer,
the females and young go to sea where they feed on small clams
and other marine animals. In March 1995, dense flocks totaling
nearly 140,000 birds were discovered in nearly continuous ice
between St. Lawrence and St. Matthew Islands in the Bering Sea.

Causes of the Decline

Spectacled eiders have declined dramatically in Alaska since the
1960s. Causes for this decline are not known but may include
some combination of reduced food supplies, pollution, overhar-
vest, lead shot poisoning, increased predation, or other causes.

Research and Recovery

Major research projects are underway to find out where spec-
tacled eiders spend the winter and why they are declining. By
tracking these large ducks with state-of-the-art satellite transmit-
ters, biologists are discovering eider molting and feeding areas in
the Bering Sea. Other studies are investigating problems from lead
shot poisoning and environmental contamination. Educational ma-
terials and meetings in coastal villages encourage subsistence wa-
terfowl] hunters to protect spectacled eiders.
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Other Species of Concern

Mammals Status Note

Beluga whale (Cook Inlet population) SSC Isolated, sm. pop.; subj. to human pressures.
Harbor seal SSC Major pop. decline near Kodiak Is./PWS.
Montague tundra vole S Restr. to 1 island. Pot. hab. loss to logging.
Northern fur seal D Major pop. decline since 1950s.

Birds

Blackpoll warbler SSC Significant population decline in N. Am.
Dusky Canada goose S Habitat loss through natural changes.
Gray-cheeked thrush SSC Significant population decline in N. Am.
Northern goshawk (Queen Charlotte) 8S8C, S Potential habitat loss from logging.
Olive-sided flycatcher §SC Habitat loss on winter grounds.

Osprey S Alaska is at edge of range.

Peale’s peregrine falcon S Rare, limited coastal nesting habitat.
Townsend’s warbler SSC Significant population decline in N. Am.
Trumpeter swan S Population stable or increasing.

Plants

Aphragmus escholtzianus
Calder lovage

Choris bog orchid
Circumpolar starwort
Davy mannagrass

Edible thistle
Goose-grass sedge
Kamchatka alkali grass
Kamchatka rockcress
Loose-flowered bluegrass
Norberg’s arnica
Northern rockcress

Pale poppy

Pretty shooting star
Queen Charlotte butterweed
Slender bog orchid
Smooth alkali grass
Straight-beak buttercup
Truncate quillwort

Tundra whitlow-grass
Unalaska mist-maid
Wright filmy fern

Amphibians/Fish

R OROGRORGRGRORGRGRORGRORGRORORORORORGRONG RG]

Found in fewer than 20 locations.
Found in two Alaska sites; aiso in B.C.
Rare; found in bogs in Alaska and Asia.
Rare; south coastal Alaska.

Known from only 2 sites in AK.

In Alaska, found only near Hyder.

Few collections known.

Rare; possibly more common.

Found in 5 locations worldwide.

Rare; found in coastal forest.

Found only in Southern Alaska.

Found in fewer than 10 sites worldwide.
S. coastal Alaska; possibly more common.
Found in about 10 locations.

Rare in Alaska and B.C.

Rare; found in bogs in Alaska, B.C.
Rare; S.E. Alaska.

Rare in S.E. Alaska and B.C.

Rare; but possibly hybrid.

Known from only 2 sites worldwide.
Rare in south coastal Alaska.

Rare in Alaska; more common in Asia.

SSC = Species of Special Concern (ADF&G designation)

Fish Creek chum salmon S Genetically distinct population.

King Salmon River/Wheeler Cr. king salmon S Small island runs of king salmon.
Northern pike S Relict population from glacial refugium.
Key =

S = Sensitive Species (U.S.FS designation)

D = Depleted Species (NMFS designation)

The Fish and Wildlife Service does not maintain an official list of species of concern, other than its
candidate species list. The Service is cooperating with The Nature Conservancy, other State and
Federal agencies, and professional organizations to identify and evaluate species that may be
imperiled or vulnerable and warrant special attention.
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Nonendangered Species

and threatened species of all the states. Many species that are rare,
endangered, or have been extirpated elsewhere in the United States are
thriving in Alaska. For example, the grizzly (or brown) bear was once com-
mon throughout the western United States. Today threatened populations per-
sist only in remote areas of Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, and Washington. In
contrast, Alaska has a healthy population of approximately 31,000 grizzly bears.

Excluding marine species, Alaska has the shortest list of endangered

The gray (or timber) wolf was once among the most widespread mammals
in North America. As civilization pushed westward and the wilderness was
tamed, habitat loss and conflicts with livestock interests led to the extermina-
tion of wolves in most states. Today the wolf survives as an endangered spe-
cies in only a handful of states; however, an estimated 7,500 wolves populate
Alaska—from the most remote wilderness regions to the suburbs of our larg-
est cities.

Although the bald eagle is well on its way
to recovery, this uniquely American bird is
still classified as threatened in 48 states.
Today, of the estimated 50,000 bald eagles
found in the United States, approximately
80 percent soar in Alaska skies.

While Alaska was a Russian possession, sea otters were
aggressively exploited for their superior fur—possibly the finest in the world. The Russian
czar sold Alaska to the United States when sea otter populations crashed and the fur in-
dustry was no longer profitable. Today, sea otters are still threatened in California, Oregon
and Washington, but this “Old Man of the Sea” has made a dramatic recovery in Alaska
and now numbers nearly 150,000.

Caribou once inhabited most of the states along the Canadian bor-
der. About two dozen animals, a single small band that ranges into
the Idaho panhandle and northeastern Washington from Canada, are
all that remain in the contiguous United States. Nearly one million
of these northern nomads, in twenty-five recognized herds, migrate
across Alaska and easily outnumber the state’s human population.

When it comes to preserving its plants and animals, Alaska’s advan-
tage over the rest of the country—indeed, over most of the world—
has been the state’s remoteness and isolation. Alaska was still a
scarcely populated Russian territory when many wildlife species else-
where were hunted to extinction or lost due to industrial and agri-
cultural development and a lack of knowledge about habitat require-
ments, ecological relationships, and scientifically-based wildlife management. Thanks to
advances in science and more enlightened attitudes toward the natural world, modern-
day Alaskans have avoided many mistakes of the past.
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