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Project Objectives: 

OBJECTIVE 1: Quantify the degree of genetic distinctiveness of spruce grouse in southeast 
Alaska using microsatellite genetic markers and to assess the conservation value of 
southeast Alaska populations for state managers. 

Summary of Project Accomplishments: 
OBJECTIVE 1: We generated nuclear microsatellite and mtDNA sequence data from 
spruce grouse samples collected in central Alaska, southeast Alaska, and Canada. More 
than 70 individuals were genotyped at 6 microsatellite loci and more than 40 individuals 
were sequenced at the COI mtDNA locus. These data were analyzed using phylogenetic 
and population genetic methods. All analyses suggest southeast Alaska spruce grouse are 
genetically distinct from other spruce grouse. 

Significant Deviations: 

 None. 
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