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were again concentrated on their snow-free winter
range for a long time, perhaps as much as eight
months. Picture then, a high deer population restrict-
ed to a band of winter range about 1,000 feet in
width, held at the bottom by the ocean and prevent-
ed from going up by deep snow. The results of that
concentrated use by deer on the forage plants is very
striking.

Last year during November and December, when
deer were concentrated on the beaches, hunters from
many southeastern towns took advantage of that
situation. Probably the greatest effort was exerted by
Sitkans, for they are closest to the best deer popula-
tions; but people from Juneau, Hoonah, Angoon, and
Tenakee also took large numbers of deer. The total
harvest was probably in excess of 10-12,000 deer.

At the conclusion of the hunting season I spent a
great deal of time in the field. During a brief Feb-
ruary snowfall, I was able to make a fair analysis of
the deer population. Hunting did appear to make o
substantial reduction in the deer population adjacent
to Sitka. Deer were still very plentiful, however, For
instance, I saw 20 deer on one pass by boat through
Katlian Bay, which is immediately adjacent to Sitka.
Using an airplane I counted almost 200 deer from
Fish Bay to Hoonah Sound. Another 150 deer were
counted from a helicopter on a six-mile stretch of
Kruzof Island. An observant deer hunter reported
counting 75 deer on one trip through Nakwasina
Passage. These areas all received very heavy hunting
pressure during November and December.

On-the-ground examinations of these areas as
early as mid-December showed that just about all the
visible forage was already gone. Hunter-killed deer
that I examined in late December were beginning to
decline in body conditions, especially the fawns.

Each spring in April and May we examine 24
one-mile-long transects on beaches of Admiralty,
Baranof, Chichagof, and Kruzof islands, searching for
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winter-killed deer and making general deer-range ob-
servations. Even following a mild winter we normally
find about one dead deer per mile of beach. This past
winter was no exception, for we found 22 dead deer
on these 24 transects. Baranof and Chichagof islands
had the greatest number of dead animals; only a few
dead ones were found on the Admiralty Island tran-
sects. In Fish Buay, just north of Sitka on Baranof
Island, I found a minimum of five winter kills on the
one mile of beach. Please note Fish Bay received
much hunting pressure last fall.

My overall impression of the Unit 4 winter deer
range is one of amazement in that any deer can
survive on the scant amount of forage they have
available to them.

In retrospect, I feel leaving the season open in
face of easy hunting conditions, knowing that large
numbers of deer would be taken, was the correct
management decision. Should similar conditions arise,
I would recommend the same action.

I predict that hunting might not be quite as
productive in the immediate Sitka area this fall as it
has been the past two but probably only slightly less
s0.

In view of the very poor overall condition of the
winter range together with a high deer population, I
predict that the first moderate to severe winter we
have in which snow persists into March, we will see
some large-scale winter kills. Heavy hunter kills won’t
prevent that, but it will lessen its magnitude. .

Loyal Johnson holds a B.S. degree in biology from
the College of Idaho and an M.S. degree in wildlife
management from the University of Montana. He
joined the department in 1964,
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