PREVALEECE OF VIRUSNEUTRALIZING  ANTIBODIES TO  SEAL
HERPESVIRUS (PHOCID HERPESVIKUS 1) 1IN DIFFERENT PINNIPED
SPECIES
Yeddar, L. R. annke**. I. Spijklra*'*, and A.Gstcrhau-"*
Scichting Zeahondencriche Pleterburen, Hoofdstrast 96A,
Pisterburen, The Netherlands
Departsent of Fish and Game, State of Alaska, Fairbanks,
wanhlaska
Hational Instituce of Public Health and Envirormental
Hyglene, Bilthoven, The RNetherlands

Recently ve described the Isclation and | parcisl
characterization of » highly pathogenic herpesvirus {SeHV}
from the harbor seal (Phoca vitulina), isolated during a
diseass outbreak in » group of juvenile seals nursed in the
seal orphansgs in Plererburen (The Netherlands) and alse
reported on  the screening of antiviral compounds for thelr
capacity to Iinhibit the cytopathogenicity of SeHV (1.2, 3},

In a serological survey conducted saong di{fferent
Finniped species in Alaska, using & virusneutrsl{zation {VN)
test, it was shown that VK antibodies (titer 25} sgainst
this recently discovered virus could be demonstrated in most
of the animal species tested. Vith the exception eof the
Ribbon seal (Histrlophoca fasclate), of vhich only four
samples were testad, anti-SeHV antibodies vare found in 21
out of 60 {358} serum samples from Ringed seals (Puss
hispida). In & out of 8 sera (300} from Spotted seals (Phocz
larghay, in 1 out of 6 sera (Il from Bearded
scals (Erignathus barbacrus), and in 11 out of 21 seras (4fin)
from Harbor seals (Phoca vitulina). Anti-SeHV  antibedier
were also found in 6F sevur  sarples from 215 S04
Walrutes (Odcbenus rosmarus) and i1, 3 sera from 12 (75%, Sc¢is
Tions (Euget-pias fubatus)

These data indicte that irfections with SedV or closelw
related herpesviruses are a  commors feature {n different
Pinniped species.
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