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Recently va d..c:rlbed the holetlo.n and . penial 
characterl&atlon of a hl&hly pathoaenlc herpaavlrua (SeKV) 
fro• the harbor seal (Phoc• vftullna), loolated durin& a 
dlaeaae outbreak ln a aroup of juvenile aeala nursed In the 
s•al orrhanago In Plorerburon fTh• Netherlands) and also 
r~port•d on the scr~enlng of antiviral ~ompoundo for their 
capa~Hy to Inhibit th• cytopathogenicity of SeHV (1,2,)). 

In • serological survey conducted aaon& different 
Plnnlped apeciea In Alaska, ualn& a vlrusneutrallzation (VN) 
test, It waa ahown that VN antlbodiea (titer ~5) •&alnsr 
this recently di1covered virus could be demonstrat•d In •ost 
of the aniaal species tested. Vith the exception of tho 
Ribbon seal (Hl•trlophoc• lasclata), of which only !our 
samples vere tested, anti·SeHV antibodies were found in 21 
our of 60 (l51) serum aamplos from Rin&od seals (Pusa 
hispida). In q out of 8 ••r• (50t) from Spotttd sPals rrho~e 
l.tqjll.ol, in 2 out of 6 >He !3l') from 1\•;,rdP<I 
sN•ls (Cri&nathus barb.J:us). and in ll out of 2} sera (t.il.\t 
frorr Harbor s•al!. (rh•.:...rt! \•ittdJna). Anti St'H\' .:m~H·odif~ 
'o.'t·rc· also found in f.f. Sf-rurr s.:.rri.lttJ frolf1 21~ I JO't · 
·.: .. trUS4;$ i_(l:;:·~tt]JI.,:.$ tosmart.,{,.l CH!C1 it". 'J Sf'Tb frort }'} (';~·~ St'i< 

} j (lf>S ( £:J!O:.f': "'?idS tub~"it 1:.0:: _l 

;•,•~~ d~~~ indi~t~ t)~at i~f~c~l~ns wi:h S~HV or clos~lv 
related hf-rpEs,•iruses art· a cCHM~or. feature tn dlfft-rer..t 
Plnnlp•d sp•cl•s. 
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