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fish as dad. Children are handicapped in almost every
summer fishery by their inability to cast far enough to
reach fish. However, a 4-year-old can drop a line through
an ice hole just as well as his father. While fewer fishing
skills are required for ice fishing, knowledge of ice
conditions and methods of keeping warm in extreme
weather are mandatory.

Briefly, here's what's required in equipment, tackle,
clothing and methods for the ice fisherman:

FIRST--HOW DO WEGET A HOLE THROUGH THE ICE?
The best way, of course, is to find an existing hole someone

(continued next page)
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WINTER ICE FISHING in Alaska is not for everyone . But
for those who are prepared for and enjoy winter outdoor
recreation, ice fishing can be very rewarding.

Ice fishing has some real advantages over summer angling,
considering that ice fishermen don't have to buy boats and
outboard engines. Entire lake surfaces are available by foot
which makes access easier in winter. A lake located several
miles and several hours off the road across the muskeg in
summer is only a few minutes by snowmachine in winter ,
and the repellent can be left at home , as the mosquitos
are out of business until breakup.

Less fishing skill is required for ice fishing. Therefore,
it is an ideal opportunity for children to catch as many

WINTER $PORT--Ice fishing provides
Alaskans with opportunity for
outdoor winter recreation, provides
tasty fare for table, too.

ICE FISHING

Winter Sport

IS

JUDGING FRO M THE NUMBER of 
comment s the Fish and Game 
Departmen t receives fro m the public, it 
seems nearly everyone in Alaska enjoys 
observing moose . Fo r mo st individuals, 
however, moose watch ing consists of 
seeing an occasional moose while driving 
down th e highway or b eing engaged in 
other outdoor activities. 

Other s, for tunate eno ugh to live in 
areas where moose are freque nt visit ors, 
are able to wat ch t hem conveniently from 
their own home. There are, in addition, 
many individuals who expend a great Ileal 
of ti me and effort to enjoy th e aesthetic 
experience of ob serving or pho t ographing 
moose. 

Fo r those who wish t o observe moose 
in the Anchorage area the o pport unities 
are abundant. The chan ces of seeing 
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opportunities t o see them spar with 
opponents as they att empt to protect 
their harems or to win the favors of a 
particularl y attractive female are available 
to anyone who wishes to make a trip into 
the back country. 

It is dunng the winter months that 
moose watchers may observe the most 
moose with the least effort. Moose are 
commonly located along roadsides, in 
homestead clearings, in willow patches 
along rivers, or along power line 
right -of-ways where food is present. Some 
moose watchers have had excellent 
opportunities to see spectacular numbers 
of moose from side roads or sometimes 
along 11 main highway. 

During a recent winter, one observer 
saw 200 moose along a two-mile stretch 
of highway near the Matanuska River 
bridge. Others reported numbers of a 
hundred or more along the highway 
between Willow and Talkeetna during the 
severe winter of 1970-71. 

A fourth guideline to observe is the 
weather. During windy days moose 
retreat into the cover of mature forests 
and do not remain in the open . In winter 
moose seem t o feed more during the 
daylight hours and may be seen most 
commonly when cold weather follows a 
deep snowfall. 

A fifth guideline is to go where the 
moose are. Not all of South central Alaska 
is moose habitat. Learn to recognize the 
difference between plants that are 
preferred by moose (such as willow or 
birch) and those that are not (SUCh as 
alders) . As you find these preferred areas 
you will find it becomes easier to locate 
moose. 

During spring and early summer moose 
usually remain in the lowlands where the 
female has her calf. Moose calving areas 
are generally marshy, open flatlands 
situated along Cook Inlet or rivers. These 
areas lend themse lves to both observation 
and photography of cows with newborn 
calves. A word of caution , however : 
female moose may be very protective of 
their offspring and moose watching 
during this period is a dangerous sport. 
By July most moose have left these 
marshy areas and moved to their summer 
ranges. 

A sixth guideline is to study the 
hunting regulation booklet and take 
advantage of being able to observe or 

(continued on pg. 25) 

concealment of mature vegetation. At 
this time they are difficult to locate. 

A second important guideline to 
consider is the time of year. During the 
late summer and early fall many moose 
concent rate in highland meadows at 
ti mberline. Those hardy individuals who 
wish some int eresting photographs should 
be prepared to walk into relatively 
inaccessible areas. Some moose , howe ver, 
remain in lowland areas where tall grass 
and abundant vegetat ion make them 
difficult t o see. The person who wishes 
to observe moose in lowland areas will 
increase his chances by locating lakes 
which contain pondweeds where moose 
commonly feed . 

From mid-September through October 
as the rutting season commences, moose 
act ivities change markedly . Tagging 
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moose are excellent if one follows the 
basic guidelines and is willing t o expend 
a little effort . 

One of the first guidelines t o remembe r 
is that moose are primarily diurnal--that 
is, most of the ir activities occur in early 
morning and late evening. Regardless of 
where one goes to observe moose , th e 
most likely t ime t o see the m is with in 
a few minutes aft er daybre ak and ju st 
before dark. During th e middle of the day 
most moose are usually bedded down in 

studies show that during this period there 
is a shift of moose from the lowlands 
(primarily cows and calves) to higher 
elevations , and a shift of moose from the 
highlands (predominantly single cows and 
bulls) to lower elevations . This movement 
is obviously essential to redistribute bulls 
and cows and to achieve a maximum 
opportunity for breeding . For a person 
who wishes to observe or photograph 
moose this can be the most enjoyable 
time of year. Bulls become less wary and 
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PROTECTION NOTES FISH ,
 

GAME VIOLATIONS
 

THE PROTECTION DIVISION filed cited 319 person s for game violat ions and 
1,35 0 co mplain ts for fish and game 116 ot her offe nses acco unte d fo r t he 
violat ion s in Alaska during the first 11 remain der. 
months of 1971. Sport fish violations led Most co mmo n individu al offe nse was 
the list wit h 478 violations recorded, fishing witho ut a spor t fish license , wit h 
while 437 complaints for commercial 194 violatio ns repo rted in thi s cat egory. 
fishing violati ons were filed. Officers •
 

Complaints Filed Commercial Sport 
t o Dec. 1, 1971 Fish Fi sh Gam e Other 

Closed Area 152 50 6 
Clo sed Season 55 2 3 36 
Exceeding Bag Limit 21 7 
Waste of Fish or Game 17 1 
Aircraft Restric tions 8 2 
Pollution & Interference 12 
Met h o ds and Means 167 37 
No License 35 194 32 5 
Licens e Falsi fication 6 37 
Nonresident Game Tag 11 1 
Waterfowl 12 

Requirements 9 
o n and Transportation 15 50 3 

Requirements 33 2 
cense 16 

License 17 
Subsis tence F ishing 38 
Use of Gear 45 
Em ergency Taking 9 
Requ ired Presence 
Herring Spawn 1 
Are a Re gistration 5 2 
Ethical Conduct 1 
Miscellaneous 2 1 4 4 6 
Harvest Ticket or Punch Card 6 3 1 2 
Permits 1 21 
Use of Fi sh or Game 26 
R ep ort s 5 1 3 
Id entification Requir ements 27 

To ta l 437 4 78 319 116 

RECORD STE ELH EAD (con tinued ) 
lake tro u t - 2 5 pounds , Millard D. 
Kretsinger, Anchorag e 

pink salmon - 8 pounds I 1/ 2 ounces, 
H. A. Wiles, Norway , Maine 

red salmon . 10 pou nds 12 ounces, 
Walter L. Wilson, Anch orage 

sheefish . 3 7 po unds 11 ounces , John 
Mu nshower, Lake Bluff, Ill. 

Trophy certificat es also were presente d . 
t o 49 other anglers who caught fish which 
qualified for th e awards. 

The t roph y fish awards are issued by 
the Department o f Fish and Game to give 
special recognit ion t o anglers who take 
fish th at meet the minimum weight 
qualificat ions for each species . 

MOOSE-WATCHING 
(contin ued from pg. 14) 

photograph moo se wit ho u t comp etitio n . 
Moose are most available during the la te 
win ter, during the calving period an d 
during the rut. At t hese time s t here are 
few o ther peop le int erest ed in mo o se and 
you have vast areas to yoursel f where 
moose are bo t h abundant and unwa ry . 

Another advant age t o studying t he 
regulations is lo cat ing those places where 
you will not have to compete with 
hunters an y time of year. These areas 
include t he Anchorage closed area, th e 
Paxson closed area , and the Portage 
closed area--all closed to h un t ing by t h e 
Board of Fish and Game . Similar 
localities are t h e Moose Research Cent er , 
the Denali State Park and all lands within 
one mile of the roads and trails of th e 
Chugach State Park , where discharge of 
fir earm s is prohibited by the U. S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service an d the Alaska 
Division of Parks. Katm ai National 
Monument and Moun t McKinley National 
Park are closed to all h unting by the 
National Park Service . 

Sterling Eide worked as a temp orary 
biological aid at Anchorage, Seward and 
Palmer while obtaining his B.S. degree in 
game management at Oregon Stat e 
University . He joined the game division 
in 1 964 and worked at Kod iak and 
An chorage primarily on brown bear and 
elk managemen t. Eide has served as the 
Region 11 managemen t coordinator since 
1 968. ­
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