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ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME'S 

NONGAME WILDLIFE PROGRAM 


This Guide to Wildlife Viewing in Alaska is a project of the Alaska Department of Fish and Game's Nongame 
Wildlife Program. 

The Nongame Wildlife Program originated in response to public interest in a State wildlife program concerned with 
wildlife appreciation and focusing attention on Alaska's nongame wildlife. The goals of the program are to conduct 
research, management, and public information projects to: 1) provide opportunities for nonconsumptive use and en
joyment of all wildlife and 2) maintain healthy populations of all naturally occurring nongame wildlife. Nongame 
wildlife includes those species that usually are not hunted, fished, or trapped-or about 800Jo of the vertebrate species 
in Alaska . 

As you know, most Alaska Department of Fish and Game monies come from sportsmen and go to support 
research, management, and public information projects on harvested wildlife. The Nongame Wildlife Program has 
been funded since 1980 by General Fund appropriations to the Alaska Department of Fish and Game. Its future 
depends upon citizen support and interest. In the future, we hope to find a means of funding Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game's Nongame Wildlife Program through contributions from everyone who enjoys Alaska's wildlife . 

In other states, nongame wildlife programs are funded by voluntary state income tax checkoffs, whereby citizens 
can contribute part of their refund to the program . During 1981 for example, Coloradoans contributed $740,000 and 
Minnesota taxpayers contributed $523,000 to support their nongame programs. Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
hopes to develop a similar voluntary avenue for contributions in Alaska, though it must be an innovative one as 
Alaskans no longer pay State income taxes . We are open to suggestions . 



WILDLIFE VIEWING 
IN ALASKA
AN INTRODUCTION 

Alaska's reputation for interesting and abundant wildlife is deserved, but the numbers and variety must be considered in 
context. The State encompasses 586,400 sq mi/1,518,769 sq km (one-fifth the area of the contiguous United States) and in
cludes 6 major regions of differing climate, topography, and plant life . Alaska's wildlife are spread unevenly and sparsely 
throughout this vast area and wildlife are uncommon in some places. Yet those who learn how and where to observe wildlife 
find that Alaska offers extraordinary opportunities to view and photograph animals . 

Among the interesting wildlife to be found are the largest and smallest land mammals in North America, bison weighing 
2,000 lbs / 908 kg and pygmy shrews weighing less than a penny-about 0.1 oz/ 4 gm. Alaska also offers many chances to see 
whales-the largest animals on earth. Humpback whales, the most commonly observed species, may weigh 31-35 tons/28-31 
metric tons and measure 40-53 ft/12-16 min length. Alaska is the place to look for birds that dive 240 ft/73 m or more below 
the ocean surface; whales that swim 75-500 mi/120-800 km up freshwater rivers; invertebrates that live on ice; and birds and 
mammals that turn white to match winter snows. .. 

Unparalleled opportunities exist in Alaska to vi+v migrating mammals, birds, and fish . Caribou display the most spec
tacular migration of any land mammal in North A~~rica (whose populations remain intact) journeying hundreds of miles each 
year between calving and wintering areas. Nearly tWo-thirds of the bird species occurring in Alaska are migratory. Each spring, 
waves of thousands arrive from wintering areas in the Lower 48, Mexico, the Caribbean, both the Pacific and Atlantic sides of 
South America, Antarctica, Australia, Polynesia, Asia, and Africa. Even some of Alaska's fish are migratory--salmon, 
hooligan, herring, and arctic char are just a few that return to specific spawning grounds. Spawning fish attract predators 
creating impressive localized concentrations of brown bears, bald eagles, and other fish-eating wildlife. 

Many wildlife species are uncommon or rare in Alaska, 
but some species occur in amazing numbers. More seabirds 
occur in Alaska's coastal waters than art known to occur 
in any comparable size region 6r the northern 
hemisphere-75-125 million are estimated to use Alaskan 
waters during summer . Many oceanic islands are used by 
tens or hundreds of thousands cl·birds, and a few in
dividual colonies are used by millions. Alaska's caribou 
populations are estimated to include nearly half a million 
animals. The Porcupine caribou herd alone may number 
120,000. Moose populations statewide number in tens of 
thousands, and populations of even uncommon car
nivores, such as brown bears, are estimated in the 
thousands. 

Wildlife watchers from around the globe travel to 
Alaska to view less abundant species as well. Some wildlife 
occur nowhere in the world but the Bering Sea region and 
can be best observed in Alaska-for example, crested, 
least, and whiskered auklets, red-legged kittiwakes, 
emperor geese, and McKay's buntings. Other species breed 

Brown bear. 
R.A. Sellers Photo. 



nowhere else in North America, including northern fur 
seal, arctic warbler, wheatear, bluethroat, western sand
piper, and bristle-thighed curlew. Many people visit 
Alaska hoping to see wildlife that remain common in 
Alaska but have become rare or disappeared in other parts 
of North America such as bald eagle, trumpeter swan, 
peregrine falcon, common loon, wolf, lynx, brown bear, 
and wolverine . 

In all, 105 species of mammals, about 325 species of 
birds, over 430 species of fish, and 7 amphibians occur 
regularly in Alaska. (Three species of reptiles have been 
sighted, but none are established in the State.) 

By learning how, where, and when to look for wildlife, 
anyone can find a wide variety of these species, observe the 
spectacular migrations, and find the impressive concentra
tions for which Alaska is reknowned. This guidebook is 
meant to provide a starting place for all who wish to 
observe or photograph Alaskan wildlife. We hope readers 
will gain an awareness of the variety of interesting wildlife 
that can be found in any area of Alaska and an apprecia
tion for the remarkable wildlife events that occur each 
season in both accessible and remote areas of the State. 
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Like this colony ofmurres in the Aleutian Islands, many Alaskan 
seabird colonies are home to hundreds of thousands of birds. 
J. Burns Photo. 

This bluethroat was photographed in the De Long mountains of 
northwestern Alaska. D. Troy Photo. 
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I. 
HOW TO 
FIND 
WILDLIFE 

Despite the variety and abundance of wildlife in Alaska, 
some residents and tourists are disappointed because they 
see little wildlife. In part this may result from unrealistic 
expectations, but often results when people do not know 
how to look for wildlife. Experienced wildlife watchers 

' look for animals in their preferred habitats, at the right 
time of day and season, and take the time to stop, look, 

Jand listen carefully. Anyone can locate interesting wildlife 
;: in every part of Alaska, during every season, by learning 

I ' these same techniques. 

LOOK IN THE RIGHT PLACES. In order to 
observe a given animal, you must visit an area used by that 
species. Wild animals occur only where their specific re
quirements for food, water, cover (protection from 
predators and weather), and space are available in a 
suitable arrangement. These habitat requirements force 
animals to live in specific environments. The term 
"habitat" is used to describe a general environment with a 
particular mixture of plants, animals, and non-living 
things. Section III describes 14 habitats that occur in 
Alaska. You can determine what species of wildlife to look 
for wherever you live or travel in Alaska by noting the 
habitat around you and referring to Section III. 

If you are interested in seeing a specific wildlife species, 
consult Section V, Index. This chapter cross-references 
wildlife species to Alaska's habitats and regions, and lists a 
few specific places where each species can be observed. For 
more information on specific species, check the references 
listed on page 6. 

LOOK AT THE RIGHT TIME OF DAY. The 
greatest number and variety of mammals and birds are ac
tive, and therefore more often seen, in early morning and 
late evening, in most areas. Warblers, kinglets, sparrows, 
and other songbirds display a pronounced activity peak 
from about one-half hour before sunrise to 4 hours after 
sunrise. Most hoofed mammals (moose, deer, caribou, and 
bison) are active in morning and evening but may bed 
down and be difficult to spot during midday. Many 
crepuscular and nocturnal animals (owls, flying squirrels, 
marten, and lynx) are also active during twilight hours, 
especially during summer. 

Thus, you should plan sunrise or sunset expeditions to 
view most wildlife. Be sure to check the sunrise and sunset 
times in each area. In central Alaska, 3:00a.m. is the best 
time for wildlife viewing during June, but 9:30a.m. is bet
ter during midwinter. At Alaska's northernmost latitudes, 
wildlife activity peaks occur a few hours after midnight 
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during May and June when the sun never sets, and during 
winter, wildlife may be seen throughout the twilight period 
of each day. 

You 'II see the most wildlife early or late in the day, but 
some wildlife (woodpeckers, red squirrels, ptarmigan, and 
ravens, for example) are active, and may be observed 
throughout the day. Also, hawks, eagles, and falcons are 
easiest to spot when soaring on rising hot air currents dur
ing midday. 

Consider tide stages when you look for wildlife in 
coastal areas. Seals and sea lions are more often seen haul
ed out at low tide stages, while whales and porpoises often 
feed close to shore and are more easily seen during high 
tides. Shorebirds often feed over wide expanses of mud at 
low tide, then concentrate near accessible shorelines or in 
adjacent wetlands (where they can be more closely observ
ed) during incoming and high tides. 

Watch for wildlife during bad weather as well as on sun
ny days. Rain and snow muffle sounds so you can travel 
more quietly and animals may be easier to approach . Some 
animals are more visible during stormy weather, too. For 
example, shearwaters can be easily observed from shore 
during severe storms. At other times, they occur almost ex
clusively far offshore. Migrating birds often travel in 
larger flocks during periods of onshore or tail winds and 
many animals are especially active before or after a heavy 
storm. 

LOOK DURING THE 
including chickadees, jays,RIGHT SEASON. Seasonal 
woodpeckers, and grosbeaks alsoactivities such as migration, 
begin forming pairs and establish breeding, and hibernation affect the 
nesting territories in late winter. visibility of wildlife. Section IV, 

Regional Opportunities of Wildlife STOP, LOOK, AND 
Viewing, contains regional calen LISTEN. Even if you visit the 
dars of wildlife activities that tell right places at the right times, you 
where and what to look for during will only see animals if you look 
each month of the year in six major carefully and act unobtrusively. The 
geographic regions of Alaska. number and variety of animals that 

Spring offers some of the best observers detect is closely tied to the 
wildlife viewing opportunities in length of time spent looking. Unless 

Gray whale spy-hopping near shore. D. Calkins Photo. Alaska. During spring, birds migrate 
into Alaska from almost every direction and many are con
centrated by limited habitat along their migration routes. 
Breeding plumage birds are colorful and easy to 
distinguish and many make conspicuous courtship 
displays . Most carnivores and rodents breed during spring 
and are easier to observe than during other seasons. Fresh 
green vegetation on lower mountain slopes attracts Dall's 
sheep, mountain goats, and black bears into areas where 
they can be easily spotted . In all areas, many animals are 
easy to see before vegetation has leafed out. Spring is also 
the best season to observe walrus, seals, bowhead whales, 
and other animals associated with the receding ice pack 
along western Alaska. 

In addition to springtime, wildlife viewing can be ex
citing throughout the rest of the year. During summer 
(June through August) bears and other wildlife concen
trate along streams where salmon spawn, young birds and 
mammals may be seen, and late-arriving birds nest. Many 
waterfowl concentrate on lakes and lagoons to molt their 
wing feathers, and some shorebirds flock together in 
preparation for southward migration. In northern and 
western Alaska, spectacular concentrations and migrations 
of waterbirds occur. 

During fall (September-November) moose, goats, 
caribou, and muskoxen are in rut (mating). Like breeding 

birds in spring, animals in rut are conspicuous and fre

quent open areas. Caribou, moose, and deer have grown 

their antlers (racks) and aggressive males spar with one 

another. Bears frequent berry patches and continue to visit 

salmon streams . Geese, cranes, shorebirds, and raptors 

migrate through various locations in large numbers. The 

largest bald eagle concentration in the world can be ob

. served along the Chilkat River during late fall. Smaller 

eagle concentrations occur along other late-run salmon 

streams in central and southcoastal Alaska. 

A variety of wildlife viewing opportunities are available 
in winter (December - February) too. Movement is less 
obscured by vegetation in winter, so most animals are 
easier to spot. Wolves, lynx, marten, mink, river otter, and 
fox may be easy to locate during winter, and the tracks of 
these shy animals can be readily found in the snow. 
Although most Alaskan birds migrate south for winter, 
some, such as woodpeckers, chickadees, redpolls, jays, 
and grosbeaks, are attracted to birdfeeders. These can be 
viewed without even leaving the warm indoors. Some 
waterbirds concentrate in bays during winter, and several 
species that occur in remote areas can be easily viewed near 
coastal towns. For example, common and Steller's eiders 
can be seen near Homer, and guillemots, murrelets, and 
murres can be seen in the boat harbors of southeast 
Alaskan towns. In February and March, boreal, great 
horned, great gray, and northern saw-whet owls begin 
courtship hooting in late evenings. Other resident birds, in

you take time to look carefully, you 
may travel over large areas without seeing any wildlife. 

Whenever you travel through an area, move slowly and 
stop often. A wide variety of wildlife are easy to spot just 
from roadside pullouts, if you look carefully. Use 
binoculars or spotting scopes to scan open areas, hillsides, 
cliffs, lakes, and stream banks . Sit quietly for 10-15 
minutes in each habitat you visit. Listen for singing birds, 
large animals moving through the brush, or small mam
mals skittering over the ground. Often a mammal or bird 
that hides at the sound of your approach will venture into 
view if you are quiet. 

You'll see more wildlife if you travel quietly, but during 
spring, summer, and fall you'll be safer if you make noise 
to warn bears and moose cows with calves of your 
approach . These and other large animals can be dangerous 
if they are surprised by the sudden appearance of a human 
at close range. 

Rather than attempting to approach or pursue animals 
you see, use binoculars, spotting scopes, and telephoto 
lenses to get a closer look. Wildlife is likely to approach 
you more closely if you sit quietly, than if ·you move or 
sneak around to get close to them. Read the next section, 
Etiquette for Wildlife Watchers, to learn why approaching 
animals too closely can be harmful to wildlife, other peo
ple, and yourself. 
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Top-Cow moose with calves. Kenai National 
Wildlife Refuge. P. Arneson Photo. 
Left-Ruddy turnstone. W.A. Lehnhausen 
Photo. 
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6 



TI~UETTE 
FOR 
WILDLIFE . 
WATCHERS 



WHY APPROACHING ANIMALS TOO CLOSELY MAY 

BE HARMFUL 

Watching and photographing sometimes harms wildlife. 

Most animals react with alarm when approached by 
humans on foot or any type of vehicle . Depending on the 
situation, an animal may remain, flee, or in some cases, at
tack. Such reactions require an increase in heart and 
respiration rates, which add up to an increase in energy re
quirements. Energy used to deal with human disturbance is 
then not available to the animal for other uses, such as 
escaping predators, attracting a mate, maintaining a ter
ritory, raising young, migrating, hibernating, or just sur
viving. Although an animal might easily compensate the 
energy cost of a single, short disturbance by eating more, 
prolonged or repeated disturbances may add up to higher 
costs than an animal can afford . 

Noted biologist Valerius Geist estimated that a caribou 
might require an extra 2 lbs / 4.4 kg of food if frightened 
just once. Geist surmised that if the disturbance were 
repeated, pregnant animals, recently born young, animals 
in poor condition, or insect-harassed animals could be 
seriously affected . 

In addition to the high energy costs of disturbance, 
repeated disturbance may cause wildlife to avoid an 
area-even if the area provides the best food, nesting site, 

or source of essential minerals. Some wildlife are simply 
intolerant of repeated disturbances. 

Even if you are the only person around at the moment, 
others may visit at other times in the day or year. If each 
visitor harasses the animals slightly, the cumulative effect 
may be worse than Several people visiting at once . 

Repeated or prolonged disturbances are potentially most 
harmful, but even a single disturbance is sometimes harm
ful. Nesting birds and mammals with recently born young 
are particularly sensitive to disturbance. A single visit to a 
bird nest may provide a scent trail for mammalian 
predators, or disrupt the nest's camouflage making it more 
susceptible to avian predators. Many birds will desert their 
nests if disturbed during nest-building or egg-laying. Dur
ing late incubation and chick rearing, adults are less likely 
to abandon the nest, but eggs and/ or young are vulnerable 
to chilling or overheating during the temporary absence of 
the frightened adult. Disturbance of young birds just 
before they are old enough to leave the nest may cause 
them to leave prematurely and then die of starvation or fall 
victim to predators . Loons, swans, geese, hawks, and 
owls, in particular, are extremely sensitive to nest distur
bances. 

This caribou is obviously alarmed by the 
photographer 's close approach . ADF&G Photo . 

8 



ETIQUETTE FOR 
WILDLIFE WATCHERS 

Most birders, wildlife photographers, artists, tourists, 
sportsmen, and others who enjoy seeing wildlife are con
servationists. They help wildlife populations and habitats 
by supporting conservation programs and by sharing their 
concern and appreciation for wildlife with other people. 
Unintentionally, however, wildlife watchers sometimes 
harm wildlife , ruin opportunities for others to enjoy 
wildlife, and occasionally place themselves in danger. To 
avoid these situations, use the following guidelines careful
ly whenever you observe or photograph wildlife. Also , be 
sure to read the cautions listed at the end of each chapter in 
Section III and abide by the suggestions. 

MINIMIZE DISTURBANCE OF WILDLIFE-
Observe animals from a distance they consider safe. Use 

binoculars, spotting scopes, and telephoto lenses to 
get a closer look . If an animal shows signs of being 
crowded or disturbed, sit quietly or move slowly 
away. 

SIGNS YOU ARE TOO CLOSE: 

Mammals 
-head raised high, ears pointed in direction of 
observers 

-skittishness-jumps at sounds or movements 
-animal moves away or lowers head, ears back in 
preparation for a charge, erect hairs on neck and 
shoulders. 

-displays aggressive or nervous behavior 

Birds 
-head raised, looking at observers 
-skittishness r 
-excessive preening, or pecking at dirt or food ( bill 
wiping ··· 

-alarm calls, repeated chirping and chipping .: 
-distraction display-broken wing, or tail spread 

Move slowly, allowing the animal to keep you in 
view . Avoid sneaking up on or surprising animals. 

Limit the time you spend at or near a nest y{ 5-10 minutes . 
Do not disturb the plants around the nest, or handle 
eggs or young. Keep far enough away from nesting 
colonies that you don't flush thy oirds. 

Never chase, repeatedly flush, or harass animals 

(whether on foot, in a car, boat, plane, A TV, snow 

machine, or other vehicle) . Harassing animals is 

against State law and punishable by a $1 ,000 fine and 

up to 6 months in jail. 


Never allow pets to dig up, chase, or harass 

wildlife. 


Do not use tape recorded calls or other attraction 
devices except in areas people visit infrequently and 
use them only sparingly then. Bears attracted by 
predator calls can be extremely dangerous. 

RESPECT THE RIGHTS OF OTHER 
WILDLIFE WATCHERS-

Never approach an animal when other people are obser
ving it. Inconsiderate observers who approach too 
closely ruin their own wildlife photos and those of 
others. Frightened or nervous animals are less in
teresting to watch, and experienced wildlife observers 
can easily tell if the animal in a photo was alarmed or 
harassed . 

Stop along roadsides to view wildlife only if a safe 
pullout area is available. Then, remain quiet and in 
your car. If you frighten the animal, you deny other 
people the chance to see it. 

Always obtain permission from landowners before 
traveling on private property, even if you just want to 
look at the plants or wildlife. (Since passage of the 
Alaska Native Claims Act, thousands of acres in the 
State have become the private property of Alaskan 
Natives.) 

Never litter or deface property or the natural environ
ment. Thoughtless acts of trespass and littering soon 

' lead to No Trespassing signs and regulations that 
limit everyone's opportunities to enjoy wildlife. 

I 

AVOID DANGEROUS WILDLIFE-
Familiarize yourself with bear safety. Brown and 

black bears occur in almost every habitat in Alaska. 
A pamphlet entitled The Bears and You, available 
free from the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, 
provides excellent tips for avoiding bear attacks. 

Always keep a good distance between yourself and 
cow moose with calves. A cow may charge on little 
provocation and her flying hooves can seriously in
jure or kill a person . 

c 
c 
""' Cl.. 

..!::!" .:: 
::s 
C)l 

t.t.i 
t;oj 
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I I I . 
A L A SKA'S 
WILD LIFE 
H ABITATS 

Use this section to identify the habitats and wildlife
viewing opportunities around you or to plan a wildlife
viewing trip. Remember that these habitats are generaliz
ed. Due to specific site conditions and habitat gradations, 
every area is different, and most are mosaics of in
tergrading habitat types. Although wildlife mentioned 
typically live in that habitat, a given species may be abun
dant or absent at any given site. These chapters suggest 

1 what to look for in a particular habitat, but every wildlife
! viewing trip is an adventure. No one can predict exactly 

what species you will see. Sightings depend on the specific 
location, the weather, and how and when you look . The 
challenge is to detect a variety of the wildlife present-by 
their sign and by observation. 

Each of the following chapters discusses a single habitat 
and the plants, mammals, and birds that live there. 

ALASKA'S WILDLIFE HABITATS 
Hemlock-Spruce Forest 
Spruce-Hardwood Forest 
Tall-Shrub Thickets 
Muskeg 
Alpine Tundra 
Moist Tundra 
Wet Tundra 
Freshwater Lakes, Rivers, and Riparian Habitats 
Glaciers and Ice Fields 
Coastal Wetlands: River Deltas, Mudflats, Salt Marshes, 

and Sandy Beaches 

Barrier Island-Lagoon Systems 

Coastal Islands, Cliffs, and Rocky Shorelines 

Marine Waters 

Human-Altered Habitats 


-

-

-
-
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ALASKA'S WILDLIFE HABITATS 


Hemlock-Spruce Forest 

Spruce-Hardwood Forest 

Tall-Shrub Thickets 

Muskeg 

Alpine Tundra 

Moist Tundra 

Wet Tundra 

Freshwater Rivers, Lakes & Riparian Habitat 

Glaciers & Ice Fields 

Coastal Wetlands: River Deltas, Mudflats, 
Salt Marshes & Sandy Beaches 

Barrier Islands-Lagoon Systems 

Coastal Islands, Cliffs & Rocky Shores 

Marine Waters 

Human- Altered Habitats 
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HEMLOCK
SPRUCE FOREST 

-

Old growth hemlock-spruce forest on Admiralty 
Island. J . Schoen Photo. 
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Coniferous forests dominate the landscape of southeast 
Alaska and a coastal band at lower elevations in 
southcoastal areas. In much of this area, about 700fo of the 
trees are western hemlock with Sitka spruce second in 
abundance. Other trees also occur in pure and mixed 
stands including western red-cedar, Alaska cedar, moun
tain hemlock, lodgepole pine, red alder, and black cotton
wood. Hemlock-spruce forests dominate the landscape 
from tidewater to the alpine-subalpine zone (2,500-3,000 
ft/762-914 m near Ketchikan, but 500-1,000 ft / 152-305 m 
in Prince William Sound). Muskegs are interspersed 
throughout the forest. 

In Alaska, about 90% of the coastal forest is old
growth. Dominant trees of old-growth forests are over 300 
years old, with individual trees ranging from 1 to 1 ,000 
years. Uneven-aged trees are characteristic of old-growth 
forest. Height varies from a few inches to over 200ft/ 60m. 
Old-growth forest is a relatively stable habitat, since dead 
and dying old trees are continually replaced by the growth 
of younger trees. 

Scattered small openings and patches of young forest are 
created throughout the forest by avalanches, wind, and 
rarely fire. Recently, however, extensive clearcuts and 
second-growth forest have been created by commercial 
logging. 

Hemlock-spruce forests require 250 years or more to 
reach the old-growth stage of forest succession. Thus, as 
clearcut logging (on 100-year rotations) is rapidly expan
ding in southeast Alaska, old-growth forests are being 
replaced by clearcuts and the second-growth forests which 
follow. Vegetation and wildlife viewing opportunities in 
each forest stage are discussed separately as there are ma
jor differences in wildlife use between clearcut, second
growth, and old-growth forest. 

CLEARCUT-Shrubs, herbs and other small plants 
thrive after removal of old-growth hemlock-spruce forest. 
Five-leaf bramble, dwarf dogwood, fireweed, and various 
ferns are abundant for the first several years. Usually 
within 5-10 years, tall shrubs grow densely. These and 
fallen trees and logging slash make travel difficult. 
Although species may vary from site to site, the most com
mon plants include huckleberry, salmonberry, devil's club, 
wild currant, rusty menziesia, alder, and elderberry. 
Hemlock and Sitka spruce seedlings soon become abun
dant, and saplings 6-12 feet tall are established on most 
sites within 10-20 years. After 25-30 years, clearcuts are 
dominated by second-growth conifers . 

MAMMAL-VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES-
Snow accumulation during winter often prevents deer, 
moose, and other large mammals from using clearcut 
areas. During snow-free periods, mule deer (or Sitka 



black-tailed deer) and moose feed on herbs and shrubs 
which are abundant in clearcuts. Porcupines, voles, deer 
mice, and shrews can be found in this habitat as dense 
ground vegetation provides abundant food and cover . 
Black and brown bears feed on berries and herbaceous 
plants in clearcut areas . Wolves sometimes travel through 
regrowth areas but are rarely observed in the dense 
undergrowth . 

BIRD-VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES-Birds that 
feed and nest on the ground predominate in clearcuts. 
These areas provide opportunities to see dark-eyed juncos, 
winter wrens, orange-crowned warblers, and fox sparrows. 
Few dead trees (or snags) are left standing after clearcut
ting. But if some remain , downy and hairy woodpeckers, 
chestnut-backed chickadees, and tree swallows may also 
occur in clearcuts. Several other species visit clearcuts to 
feed, but nest or occur at higher densities in older fore sts 
or other habitats. 

SECOND-GROWTH FOREST-This stage 
begins about 25-35 years after disturbance and may last 
150 years or more. It is typified by even-aged trees, a dense 
canopy, and a forest floor barren of shrubs and herbs. 
Most of the forest floor is covered by spruce needles, moss, 
and the decaying slash left from clearcutting. Ferns, lace I

!Iflower, blueberry, and a few other plants occur in very low 
densities . Because of the near absence of ground vegeta
tion and low diversity of vegetation heights, wildlife use of 
second-growth forest is extremely low. 

MAMMAL-VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES
Red squirrels and porcupines are the only mammals 
regularly observed in second-growth forest. Deer rarely 
wander through since food is sparse. Small mammal 
populations are low as little food is available on the forest 
floor. Due to scarce prey and lack of cover, predatory 
mammals spend little time in second-growth forests. 

BIRD-VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES ;"'"" The 
absence of well-develop~d herbaceous and shrub !Vegeta

tion layers results in low diversity and abundance of birds. 

Winter wrens, golden-crowned kinglets, and Tow-nsend's 

warblers are sometimes common. If standing snags are left 

during clearcutting and remain standing, chestnut-backed 

chickadees may be common. 


Top - 1980 Clearcut near Ketchikan, Alaska. 
Right - Second growth forest at Lemon Creek near Juneau . 

Photo by S.E. Quinlan . 1 
Below right - Little grows on the floor of tlt'e 60 year-old second 

growth forest. Photo by J . Schoen. 
Below left - Floor of old-growth forest. by J. Schoen . 
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OLD-GROWTH FOREST-Old-growth 
hemlock-spruce forest is typified by relatively open, 
uneven-aged stands of trees. Individual trees may range up 
to 200 ft / 60m tall and up to 8 ft/2.5m in diameter. The 
multi-layered forest canopy and openings created as old 
trees die and fall over allow light to reach the forest floor, 
so herbaceous and shrubby vegetation are well developed . 
Huckleberry, devil's club, salmonberry, wild currant, rusty 
menziesia, and elderberry flourish in patches where light 
and soil conditions allow . In contrast to the barren forest 
floor of second-growth forest, old-growth forest floor is 
densely vegetated by mosses, goldthread, twyblade, 
twisted stalk, lace flower, dwarf dogwood, violets, wood 
nymph, dwarf huckleberry, five-leaf bramble, and ferns . 
Large, dying and dead trees and fallen logs make old
growth forest important to a variety of cavity-using mam
mals and birds. Old-growth forests vary substantially from 
site to site in structure and composition, and thus provide a 
diversity of habitats not found in second-growth. 

MAMMAL-VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES
The forest canopies of second-growth and old-growth 
forest reduce snow accumulation on the forest floor in 
contrast to clearcuts, where heavy snow accumulates dur
ing winter. In winter, large mammals are able to travel 
more easily through forested areas . While second-growth 
forest canopy reduces snow accumulation, no food is 
available on the barren forest floor. Only old-growth 
forest provides abundant food (herbaceous plants and 
shrubs) for large herbivores, in addition to reduced snow 
accumulation. Thus, mule deer (Sitka black-tailed deer) 
occur primarily in old-growth forests during winter. Old
growth forest is considered critical habitat for winter sur
vival of deer in southeast Alaska . Deer also use old-growth 
forest extensively during summer. Moose and mountain 
goats use old-growth forest substantially during some 
winter conditions. 

Small mammals are abundant on the rich forest floor of 
old-growth areas; voles, deer mice, masked and dusky 
shrews may occur. Along streams, watch for northern 
water shrew. Seven species of bats have been recorded in 
Alaska. Most of these probably roost in large, hollow trees 
found in old-growth forest. At dusk, bats may be seen 
feeding along rivers and in open areas. Both red squirrels 
and northern flying squirrels live in old-growth forests. 
Large middens of cones, and mushrooms hanging in trees 
are signs that red squirrels are present. Northern flying 
squirrels remain in cavities of large dead trees during the 
day. Porcupines also inhabit old-growth forests. 

Many predators occur in old-growth forest, but their 
secretive habits make them difficult to observe. Brown and 
black bears frequent hemlock-spruce forests; watch for 
places where they have dug up skunk cabbage and for bed
ding areas under roots or the bases of large trees. Marten 
are most abundant in old-growth forest. Both mink and 
river otter occur in this habitat along lakes, rivers, and 
marine waters . Look for remains of fish or crab they have 
eaten on shore. A sharp eye is needed to spot wolves, but 
they also occur. 

BIRD-VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES-The abun
dance and variety of plants and structural diversity of old
growth forest provide suitable habitat for many different 
kinds of birds. Many live in the tops of trees and are dif
ficult or impossible to observe without a good pair . of 
binoculars. 

Surprisingly, several waterbirds including Canada geese, 
common goldeneyes, buffleheads, common and hooded 
mergansers, and possibly marbled murrelets nest in old
growth forest. The Vancouver subspecies of Canada geese 
nest on the forest floor. Goldeneyes, buffleheads, and 
mergansers nest in cavities of the large snags typical of old
growth forest. The nesting habits of marbled murrelets, a 
small diving seabird, are poorly known. Some biologists 
speculate that this bird nests on the moss-covered branches 
of giant trees, as two tree nests found in more southern 
areas were located by loggers. 

On some outer coast islands of southeast Alaska, several 
other seabirds, including ancient murrelets, Leach's and 
fork-tailed storm-petrels, and rhinoceros and Cassin's 
auklets dig nesting burrows in soil beneath old-growth 
forest. 

In spring, courtship calls, or hooting, of blue grouse 
echo throughout old-growth forests of southeast Alaska . 
Female blue grouse nest on the ground. 

Old-growth forests are home to a variety of cavity
nesting birds that require standing dead trees . Red 
breasted sapsuckers, northern flickers, and hairy, downy, 
and three-toed woodpeckers are the primary cavity
excavating species. Holes abandoned by these 
woodpeckers, and natural cavities, are used by the water
fowl mentioned previously and boreal and chestnut
backed chickadees, red-breasted nuthatches, tree 
swallows, Vaux's swift, and western screech, boreal, and 
northern saw-whet owls. Brown creepers occasionally use 
old woodpecker holes but more often nest between the 
bark and trunk of a dead tree. Old-growth forest is critical 
habitat for most of these cavity-nesting birds. 

Marten. S. Buskirk Photo . Porcupine. W.A . Lehnhausen Photo. Mink . W.A. Lehnhausen Photo. 
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Extensive stands of old-growth forest are the best place 
to look for red and white-winged crossbills and pine 
siskins. These species travel widely in large flocks. They 
feed on insects and seeds of hemlock, spruce, and cedar. 
Local populations may fluctuate between years from none 
to thousands. Research indicates these birds play a major 
role in preventing outbreaks of the spruce bud worm, an in
sect that defoliates and kills coniferous trees. Other birds 
of the forest canopy include Townsend's warblers, pine 
grosbeaks, golden-crowned kinglets, and western flycat
chers . These species nest at higher densities in old-growth 
than second-growth forest. 

The well-developed layer of shrubs and herbs makes old
growth forest suitable habitat for several bird species that 
occur at high densities in younger forest stages, including 
winter wren, orange-crowned warbler, dark-eyed junco, 
hermit thrush, and Wilson's warbler. 

Bald eagles and ospreys select older and larger trees near 
the coast and along rivers to build their giant stick nests . 
Bald eagles are more abundant in this habitat than in any 
other area of Alaska. Northern goshawks, sharp-shinned 
hawks, and great horned owls prey on small birds and 
mammals in old-growth forests and nest in the large trees. 
Red-tailed hawks and great gray owls often feed in open
ings, but nest only in forests. 

ACCESS-Old-growth hemlock-spruce forests can be 
visited from any city or town in southeast Alaska, and in 
southcoastal Alaska, from Yakutat, Cordova, Valdez, 
Seward, or Homer. At present most of the forested areas 
of the Tongass National Forest and coastal forests of the 
Chugach National Forest are old-growth hemlock-spruce . Bald eagle. J. Schoen Photo . 

.f 
I 

I ' 

Steller's jay. P. Arneson Photo. 

Blue grouse. L. Johnson Photo. Red-breasted sapsucker. W.A. Lehnhausen Photo. 
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Mule deer (Sitka black-tailed deer) require old-growth forest in severe 
winters. J. Schoen Photo. 
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Black bears f requent clearcuts to feed on berries. P. D. A rneson Ph oto. 

However, clearcutting is occurring extensively in the 
Tongass and parts of the Chugach National Forest. Clear
cut and second-growth forest stages can be seen at Lemon 
Creek near Juneau, and on the road systems around Sitka, 
Petersburg, Craig, Wrangell , and Ketchikan . On Prince of 
Wales Island, logging roads make it easy to see extensive 
clearcuts. 

CAUTIONS-Black and brown bears frequent both 
clearcut and old-growth hemlock-spruce areas. Make noise 
when traveling to avoid surprising a bear , and store food 
out of a bear's reach. Travel through clearcut areas is often 
difficult due to logging slash and thick undergrowth. In all 
stages, watch out for the stickers and spines of devil's 
club-they can cause painful sores. 

Upper Corner Bay, southeast Alaska . J . Schoen Ph oto . 



SPRUCE~HARD

WOOD FOREST 

White spruce, black spruce, tamarack, aspen, birch, 
balsam poplar, and willow occur in a variety of combina
tions on mature forest sites throughout central, western, 
southcoastal, and southwestern Alaska. White spruce and 
deciduous trees usually dominate well-drained areas and 
south-facing slopes, while pure stands of black spruce fre
quently occur on poorly drained sites and north-facing 
slopes. Due to wet and acidic soils on these sites, black 
spruce grows slowly and the trunks rarely exceed 8 in/20 
em in diameter. Lightning-caused wildfires maintain a 
large-scale mosiac of forest ages and types which provide 
habitat for a greater variety of wildlife than might fother
wise occur. The diagram below shows the regrowth:or suc
cession of a spruce-hardwood forest between sitesi:·depen
ding on the severity of the fire, local growing conditions, 
and types of seed sources nearby. Plant composition and 
wildlife-viewing opportunities vary considerably between 
successional stages and are discussed separately. 

RECENT BURN -Wildfire usually creates a 

mosaic of areas that are burned heavill and lightly. Pat

ches of unburned forest may remain on wetter sites. 

Fireweed, sedges, grasses, and mosses invade charred 


, areas. The dominant species var~=between sites. Black 

spruce seedlings may be abundanf'fn some areas, as fire 

opens biack spruce cones. Standing dead trees (or snags) 

and fallen trees provide cover and feeding sites for a vari

ety of wildlife . Few wildlife use this seral stage of spruce

hardwood forest. 

MAMMAL-VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES
Patches of vegetation interspersed with fallen logs and 
other debris provide cover for small mammals. Red
backed voles and masked shrews are among the first 
animals to recolonize after fire. Small mammals aerate and 
f~r~ilize the soil and transport seeds into the area, thus 
atdmg revegetation. Foxes and coyotes may visit recent 
burn areas to prey on small mammals. 

/ 

Mount Blackburn, central Alaska. C.M. Wright Photo . 
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Twenty years after fire s wept this hillside on the Kenai Peninsula, the tall 
shrubs provide a good food source for moose. W.A. Lehnhausen Photo . 

BIRD-VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES-Burn 
areas are one of the best places to look for woodpeckers . 
Northern flickers, black-backed, and three-toed 
woodpeckers often feed on the insects living in and on par
tially burned trees. They excavate nesting and roosting 
holes which will later provide nest sites for other cavity
nesting birds . Sparrows, redpolls, and juncos frequent 
burns to feed on exposed seeds. These birds often carry 
seeds consumed in other areas, and thus add to plant diver
sity on the burn site. Short-eared owls, northern harriers, 
American kestrels, northern hawk owls, and northern 
shrikes visit recent burns if small mammals are abundant. 

TALL SHRUB-SAPLING STAGE-Five 
to 25 years after fire (or sooner if the fire was light), small 

c)willow, alder, birch, aspen, and a variety of herbaceous cplants are usually established. In wet areas, black spruce 0:may grow densely and crowd out shrubs and herbs. A 
t.::

variety of vegetation heights and diverse ground cover ..!::! 
.!:;often make this successional stage attractive to many ::: 
01wildlife species and a fascinating place for wildlife wat


chers . This successional stage is similar to the tall-shrub 
 ~ 
v:ihabitat type but standing, dead trees (or snags) attract 


wildlife not found in tall-shrub thickets. 
 ~ 
t.:: 
<::s 

.Q 

- ~MAMMAL-VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES
~Sapling willow, birch, and aspen grow profusely in some ... 

<::sburned-over areas and provide excellent browse for moose <l.l 
t.::and snowshoe hares. Tall shrub-sapling areas are one of ..... 

the best places to view and photograph moose. Thick ~ 
ground vegetation provides ample food and cover for ~ 

00small mammals, so red-backed and meadow voles, jump t.:: 
:::ing mice, and masked and dusky shrews are usually abun ~ dant. 
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Red fox, weasel, and wolf hunt in tall shrub-sapling 
areas. The openness of the vegetation makes these 
predators easier to spot than in mature forest. Still, they 
are rarely seen . Raspber-ries, highbush cranberries, cur
rants, and rosehips attract black and brown bears to 5-15 
year-old burn sites. In late summer, watch for large pat
ches of trampled berry bushes and bear droppings full of 
undigested berries. 

BIRD-VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES-Seed
eating and ground-nesting birds are the most common 
species in tall shrub-sapling areas. Redpolls, dark-eyed 
juncos, and golden-crowned, white-crowned, savannah, 
American tree, and song sparrows are numerous in some 
areas. Listen for the three-noted whistle of the golden
crowned sparrows. Orange-crowned warblers and, if water 
is present, yellow and Wilson's warblers may be common. 
Alder flycatchers may be seen darting out from perches to 
catch airborne insects. Gray jays, American robins, and 
hermit thrushes use this seral stage. In spring and summer, 
woodpeckers drum on dead trees and the loud laughing 
call of northern flicker may be heard. Tree and violet
green swallows are often abundant, if water is nearby. 
Red-tailed hawks, American kestrels, and great horned 
owls hunt from perches on standing dead trees in this 
habitat. 

YOUNG FOREST-Dense leaves and branches 
shade the forest floor as the trees grow taller. On drier 
sites, sun-loving herbs, grasses, and shrubs die out and are 
replaced by shade-tolerant plants such as pyrola, 

crowberry, cranberry, dwarf dogwood, and rusty men
ziesia. On wet sites, black spruce often occur in dense, pure 
stands. Opportunities for wildlife viewing in this succes
sional stage are comparatively low. 

MAMMAL-VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES
Small mammal populations are often reduced as less food 
and cover are present on the dark forest floor, but red
backed voles and masked shrews occur. Although the 
forest canopy may be dominated by birch, aspen, and 
willow, the tender leaves and branches are too high for 
moose and har' to reach. However, moose and hares 
travel through }vung forest and strip the leaves and bark 
from fallen hardwood branches and trees . Red fox and 
marten occur in young forest, but are uncommon. 

BIRD-VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES-Birds that 
feed and nest in trees and shrubs replace the ground
feeding and -nesting species that are common in shrub
sapling areas. Small birds are abundant, but species diver
sity is low. Yellow-rumped and blackpoll warblers are 
common. The harmonic buzz of varied thrush and melodic 
songs of American robin and Swainson's and hermit 
thrushes make a spring morning walk through young 
forest worthwhile . Ruffed and spruce grouse often occur 

1 in young forest. In spring, males drum atop fallen logs. 
: Sharp-shinned hawks prey on the abundant small birds in 

young forest. 

OLD SPRUCE-HARDWOOD FOREST 
-Old forest provides habitat for a variety of interesting 
wildlife and some unique opportunities for wildlife view
ing. On dry sites, many deciduous trees have died and 
fallen over, opening the forest canopy and once again 
allowing light to penetrate to the forest floor. Coniferous 
trees dominate the overstory while crowberries, cranber
ries, dwarf dogwood, and thick lichen mats are typical 
ground cover plants. On wetter sites, black spruce often 
occur in pure stands . 
MAMMAL-VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES
Old forest provides cover for a variety of mammals that 
feed in other successional stages . Moose and their sign may 
be encountered in old forest, but they are more abundant 
in shrub-sapling areas. In some areas, caribou frequent old 
forest to feed on the abundant lichens. Watch for por
cupine scrapings on spruce tree trunks as they are most 
abundant in old forest. Red and northern flying squirrels 
are also common. Northern flying squirrels roost in tree 
cavities during the day and are hard to locate, however. 
Bears and wolves travel through old forest. Look for their 
droppings and tracks . Marten prefer old-forest areas. They 
are nocturnal, but their tracks are easy to find in the 
winter. 

Yellow-rumped warblers are abundant in young forest during 
summer. S.E. Quinlan Photo. 
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Some inhabitants of old spruce-hardwood forest . 
Counterclockwise from above right : Townsend 's warbler, S.E. 
Quinlan Photo; northern goshawk, R.G. Clark Photo; ruby 
crowned kinglet, R .H. Armstrong Photo; red squirrel, P.D. 
Arneson Photo . 

BIRD-VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES-In central 
and western Alaska, winter bird watching is the most 
rewarding in old forest. You are likely to see black-capped 
and boreal chickadees, gray jays, pine grosbeaks, spruce 
grouse, and three-toed, black-backed, hairy, and downy 
woodpeckers. Large flocks of white-winged crossbills feed 
on spruce cones during some winters, but migrate south in 
other years. In contrast to other birds, crossbills may nest 
almost any time of year. Listen for their courtship songs in 
any season. 

During May and June , look for Townsend's and yellow
rumped warblers, ruby-crowned and golden-crowned 
kinglets, varied thrush, and Swainson's thrush, in addition 
to all the birds that live in this habitat during winter. 
Cavity-nesting birds like chickadees, woodpeckers, and 
boreal owls nest almost exclusively in old forests because 
cavity nest sites are more prevalent in old and dead trees. 
Brown creepers and red-breasted nuthatches also occur in 
this habitat. Great horned and great gray owls, northern 
goshawks, and sharp-shinned hawks nest in the trees of old 
forests. Goshawks are often glimpsed as they hurtle 
through dense woods in pursuit of squirrels, hares, and 
grouse. 

ACCESS-Spruce-hardwood forests are most easily ac
cessible in central Alaska. Examples of this habitat can be 
found along the Alaska, Steese, Richardson, Parks, and 
other major highways of central Alaska and along the 
Seward and Sterling Highways on the Kenai Peninsula. 
Special viewing areas with examples of this habitat include 
the Chugach State Park, Kenai National Wildlife Refuge, 
Nancy Lake Recreation Area, Chugach National Forest 
(near Anchorage), Creamer's Field Migratory Waterfowl 
Refuge, and Chena River Recreation Area (near Fair
banks), Denali State Park, and the more remote Wrangell
St. Elias National Park and Preserve. 

CAUTIONS-Be wary of brown or black bears in this 
habitat. Cow moose with calves are also potentially 
dangerous, so give them a wide berth. 
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TALL-SHRUB 
THICKETS 

Tall-shrub thickets range from 3-25ft/ 1-8m high . Three 
main types occur in Alaska . Coastal alder thickets are 
found along the southern Alaska Peninsula, eastern Cook 
Inlet, and Kodiak Island. These are dense areas of Sitka 
alder, often with an understory of bent reed grass and 
ferns. Floodplain thickets are found in subalpine zones 
throughout the State. The shrub-sapling sera! stage of 
burned over spruce-hardwood forests is similar to tall
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shrub thickets but contains snags (standing dead trees). 
Birch-alder-willow thickets are composed of various 
species of alder and willow mixed with resin birch. These 
thickets vary in density and may be interspersed with 
lichens and other alpine plants. 

MAMMAL-VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES
Tall-shrub thickets, especially along river drainages, pro
vide good food (especially willows) and cover for moose. 
During summer, moose use their tongue and lower front 
teeth to strip leaves from shrub branches. During fall and 
winter when the leaves have dropped, moose clip off bar
ren stems. Look for stems that have been stripped or clip
ped by moose in brushy areas . 

Mountain goats and Dall's sheep feed in and around tall 
shrubs in subalpine areas. Snowshoe hares and, in western 
Alaska, tundra hares take cover in brushy areas. Some 
shrews and voles live underneath tall shrubs, and red squir
rels venture into shrub thickets adjacent to forests. 

Wolves occasionally hunt moose in brushy areas and 
often den on riverbanks close to tall-shrub thickets. Lynx 

hunt hares, their favorite prey, in this habitat. Wolverines, 
red foxes, and coyotes hunt a variety of small mammals 
and take cover in tall-shrub thickets, but these predators 
are rarely observed. Black and brown bears sometimes 
move along tall-shrub thickets eating grasses, plant roots, 
and berries or fish from adjacent salmon-spawning 
streams . Look for bears in subalpine areas in spring. 

BIRD-VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES-Willow 
ptarmigan frequent tall-shrub thickets year-around. Many 
other birds that occupy tall-shrub thickets are easier to 
hear than see. Male hermit and gray-cheeked thrushes sing 
rolling, flute-like songs to advertise their breeding ter
ritories. Rusty blackbirds can be easily recognized by their 
song which ends on a note that sounds like a squeaky 
hinge. Among the other songbirds that nest in tall-shrub 
thickets are: white-crowned, golden-crowned, American 
tree, and fox sparrows; alder flycatchers; flashy black
billed magpies; American robins; Say's phoebes; orange
crowned, yellow, and Wilson's warblers; and red polls. 
Townsend's solitaires nest in subalpine thickets. 

Tall-shrub thickets along a river in central Alaska. J . Nelson 
Photo . 
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Brown bear sow and cubs in subalpine shrub ihicket, 
southeast Alaska. J. Schoen Photo. 

A few birds that winter in Asia also nest in tall-shrub 
thickets in certain regions of Alaska. Arctic warblers are 
common in central, western, and northern Alaska during 
summer. Bluethroats and yellow wagtails occur in . this 
habitat in western Alaska, but bluethroats are uncommon. 

Northern shrikes are an uncommon nesting ·· bird 
throughout the State. They hunt small rodents, bir4s, and 
insects in tall-shrub thickets. 

ACCESS-Tall-shrub thickets occur along streams 
throughout the State. Subalpine tall-shrub thickets are ac
cessible on nearly any mountain near the road system in 
Chugach State Park, Independence Min7 State Historic 
Park, Denali National Park, and other special viewing 
areas throughout the State. Extensive tall-shrub thickets 
occur on the foothills near Nome, on the Alaska Penin
sula, on the north slope of the Broo~ Range, and the nor
thwest side of Kodiak Island. Check the index for regions 
inhabited by various wildlife, as all the species mentioned 
cannot be observed in every area. 

Beaches, gravel bars, and alpine tundra adjacent to high 
brush provide the easiest hiking and best opportunities for 
observing wildlife using tall-shrub thickets. 

CAUTIONS-Bears frequent tall-shrub thickets and 
easily can be completely hidden . Make loud noises while 
traveling through thickets to warn bears of your presence. 
It may be desirable to carry a large caliber firearm when 
traveling extensively in this habitat. Thick, tall shrubbery 
often makes hiking difficult. 
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MUSKEG Above: Lodgepole pine are the dominant tree in muskeg of southeast 
Alaska. J . Schoen Photo. 

Muskegs cover approximately 10 million acres/4 million 
ha or 30Jo of Alaska's land mass. Muskegs occur on former 
river terraces, lake basins, ponds, and old sloughs or other 
depressions where drainage is poor throughout central, 
southcoastal, and southeastern Alaska. In central Alaska, 
muskegs are usually underlain by permafrost. 

Muskegs consist of sphagnum mosses, sedges, lichens, 
and low shrubs like bog rosemary, Labrador tea, willow, 
cranberry, and blueberry. In interior Alaska, scattered 
black spruce, tamarack, willow, and alder shrubs occupy 
drier areas in muskegs. Scattered black spruce, western 
hemlock, and Alaska cedar occur on drier portions in 
southcoastal Alaska, while lodgepole pine is the dominant 
tree of muskegs in southeast Alaska. 

MAMMAL-VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES
Sitka black-tailed deer commonly use muskegs during 
summer in southeastern and southcoastal Alaska. Cow 
moose calve on or near muskegs during late May and June. 
Meadow vole, tundra vole, and northern bog lemming run
ways traverse muskeg areas, but the animals are hard to 

Below: Woodfrogs occur in muskegs throughout most of Alaska. C. 
Harms Photo . 

spot: Muskegs provide open feeding areas for little brown 
bats in forested southeastern Alaska. Look for them dur
ing late evening and early morning during summer. 
Beavers and muskrats may live in muskeg if suitable food 
plants are available. Wolf, wolverine, coyote, red fox, 
mink, and weasel hunt for small mammals and birds in 
muskegs. Brown and black bears also frequent muskegs to 
hunt moose calves, and to feed on berries and other plant 
parts. 
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BIRD-VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES-Muskeg 
lakes and ponds provide nesting habitat for loons, grebes, 
swans, geese, ducks, and shorebirds. Listen for the court
ship calls of common loons, horned and red-necked 
grebes. In southeast, the Vancouver subspecies of Canada 
goose nests in forest along the margins of muskeg. Sharp
tailed grouse live in muskeg areas of central Alaska. In 
southeast, blue grouse rear their young along the margins 
of muskegs. Male common snipe "winnow" during their 
courtship displays in late spring and early summer. The 
winnowing sound, a rapid who-who-who-who, is produced 
by air passing through the tail feathers as the snipe dives. 
When you hear this sound, look high above you to see the 
snipe repeatedly hovering and diving . Solitary sandpipers 
nest in old thrush nests in trees of muskeg. 
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Muskegs provide nesting habitat for Bohemian waxw
ings, American robins, varied thrushes, tree swallows, as 
well as golden-crowned, white-crowned , fox, American, 
tree, and Lincoln's sparrows. Look for Tree swallows 
foraging for insects over open muskegs. Red-breasted sap
suckers hawk insects from mid-air over muskeg s in 
southeast. Northern harriers and short-eared owls fly over 
muskegs hunting small mammals. In central Alaska, nor
thern hawk owls perch in the tops of black spruce and 
tamarack during the day. 

OTHER VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES-Listen 
for the quacking calls of male wood frogs in mu skegs 
throughout Alaska during spring and early summer even
ings . Boreal toads breed in muskeg ponds in southeast and 
southcoastal. Large aggregations of young toads may be 
seen in late June and July. Rough-skinned newts live in 
muskeg ponds in southeast. 

ACCESS-In central Alaska, the Alaska Highway 
passes through muskeg near Northway and Delta Junc
tion; along the Parks Highway south of Nenana; on the 
Steese Highway north of Fairbanks; and along the 
Richardson Highway near North Pole. Minto Flats, ac
c.essible by aircraft and road from Fairbanks , also has ex
tensive muskeg. In southcoastal Alaska, muskegs occur in 
and around Anchorage and over much of the Kenai Penin
sula, particularly throughout the Kenai National Wildlife 
Refuge. Muskegs are accessible from any town in 
southeast Alaska and along the Prince of Wales road 
system. 

CAUTIONS-Do not approach a cow moose with a 
calf as they vigorously defend their calves against all in
truders including humans. Do not disturb nesting birds , 
especially loons and swans. They require seclusion to suc
cessfully raise young. 
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ALPINE TUNDRA 


Alpine tundra covers approximately 85 million 
acres/34 million ha, or 23 ltfo of the State. It occurs above 
treeline on all mountain ranges of Alaska and on lower ex
posed ridges in northern, western, and southwestern areas 
of the State. Alpine tundra areas are characterized by slow
growing, low mat plants interspersed with rocky rubble, 
and in mountainous areas, with cliffs. Common alpine 
tundra plants include h·erbs such as mountain avens, 
heather, and moss campion; low shrubs such as willow, 
blueberry, cranberry, and crowberry; lichens, sedges, and 
grasses . Dominant species vary regionally. 

Subalpine vegetation includes tall shrubs such as willow, 
alder, and dwarf birch. The section on tall-shrub thickets 
gives a more complete description of subalpine vegetation 
and wildlife viewing opportunities . 

MAMMAL-VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES
Dall's sheep feed on alpine bunchgrasses, sedges, willows, 
mountain avens, and other alpine plants. These sheep are 
most often observed near steep, rocky slopes and . cliffs 
which they scramble up to escape wolves or other 
predators. Dall's sheep live in most interior mountainous 
areas of the State, except southeastern and extreme 
southwestern Alaska. Mountain goats use rugged alpine 
terrain of southcoastal and southeastern mountains. They 
can be distinguished from Dall's sheep by their longer 
shaggy coat, deeper chest, and black (rather than brown) 
horns. Dall's sheep and mountain goats can be seen at 
natural mineral licks or salt licks during summer, often in 
groups. During winter, sheep and some goats inhabit wind
swept alpine slopes, where snow is shallow. 

During summer, caribou roam alpine meadows in search 
of willows, dwarf birch, sedges, grasses, and other suc
culent plants. They often use windy ridges or snow fields to 
escape harrassment by warble flies, mosquitoes, and other 
insects. During winter, caribou dig through snow to feed 
on lichens and dry sedges. 

In central Alaska, one bison herd moves to windswept 
alpine meadows east of the Delta River in late winter and 
spring . Moose feed on willows in subalpine areas during 
summer and early fall. Sitka black-tailed deer summer in 
alpine areas in southeastern Alaska . 

Marmots, pikas, and singing voles (all vocal small mam
mals) live underground in alpine areas. Pikas, small 
relatives of the rabbit, live in talus slopes. Their shrill cry is 
similar to the bleating of a young goat. Pikas dry grasses 
and sedges in the sun and then store the dried grass beneath 
boulders for winter food; they do not hibernate. In rocky 

talus slopes, watch for their small grass piles and distinc
tive BB-shaped droppings. Hoary and Alaska marmots live 
in alpine meadows and rocky slopes (usually in colonies) 
and give a long, warning whistle often heard by high
country travelers. They hibernate in dens during winter. 
Alpine hikers in central and northern Alaska often hear the 
chirps of singing voles. During autumn, these colonial 
rodents construct forage piles of grasses, sedges, and other 
tundra plants near their burrows and runways. 

Brown bears roam alpine tundra searching for plant 
roots, berries, ground squirrels, and other burrowing small 
mammals. Look for their diggings. Brown bears also den 
at high elevations in alpine or subalpine zones . Black bears 
often eat berries on alpine tundra during late summer or 
fall. Alpine tundra is one of the best places to see wolves, 
wolverines, and red foxes. These species hunt for a variety 
of animals in alpine habitat. 
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Smaller predators of alpine tundra include ermine and 
least weasels. These prey on shrews, rodents, birds, eggs, 
and insects. Ermine and least weasels have summer .Coats 
of chocolate brown but molt into all-white winter coats. 

BIRD-VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES-Alpine and 
subalpine tundra areas are occupied year-round by rock, 
white-tailed, and willow ptarmigan. Rock and white-tailed 
ptarmigan nest at higher elevations than will9w ptarmigan. 
During May, ptarmigan males can be easily located by 
their incessant cackling calls and aggressive behavior. Late 
in summer, watch for ptarmigan pairs with young. In 
Sotltheastern Alaska, some blue grous~families move up to 
alpine meadows after their young are fledged, and remain 
there until snow arrives. 

Lesser golden plovers, black-bellied plovers, Baird's 
sandpipers, water pipits, horned larks, rosy finches, snow 
buntings, and Lapland longspurs are the most common 
migratory birds nesting in alpine tundra. They can be most 
easily observed during courtship and early nesting which 
occurs in June. The rare Smith's longspur nests in central 
Alaska upland areas. Wheatears, an Asiatic bird related to 
bluebirds, frequent rock fields and ridges in alpine areas. 
During summer, watch for wandering tattlers, surfbirds, 
Whimbrels, water pipits, and spotted sandpipers along 
streams . Red knots, bristle-thighed curlews, and dotterels 

also nest in alpine areas, but their breeding ranges are 
restricted (see index). Golden eagles, rough-legged hawks, 
gyrfalcons, and common ravens hunt small birds and 
mammals in alpine areas and soar near cliffs and ridges 
where they nest. Long-tailed jaegers and snowy owls often 
fly low over alpine tundra in search of prey. 

ACCESS-Denali National Park and Chugach State 
Park (accessible by road and railroad) and Eagle Summit 
on the Steese Highway are good areas to visit to see alpine 
plants and animals. Also, the road system at Nome pro
vides excellent access to alpine habitats. Alpine areas are 
favored by hikers because of relatively firm, easy walking 
(especially along ridgelines); good blueberry, cranberry, 
and crowberry patches; breezes to aleviate insect harrass
ment; and expansive views. 

CAUTIONS-Black and brown bears occur in alpine 
tundra, so keep a watch for them. Beware of avalanche 
danger if exploring mountainous alpine areas during 
winter or spring. Always carry rain gear and warm clothing 
when hiking in alpine as sudden storms and the scarcity of 
shelter make hypothermia a possible danger at any time of 
year. 
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MOIST TUNDRA 


Moist tundra covers approximately 65 million acres or 
170fo of the State . Unlike wet tundra, moist tundra is not 
associated with permanent standing water . Moist tundra 
occurs mainly in southwestern lowlands, western foothills, 
arctic foothills, Alaska Range foothills, and the Copper 
River basin. In northern areas, moist tundra occurs on well 
drained river terraces and high-center polygons formed by 
underlying ice wedges. Sparsely vegetated sand and gravel 
patches, called frost boils, occur in this habitat in per
mafrost areas . 

Moist tundra varies between locations. In some areas, it 
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consists of cottongrass-sedge tussocks interspersed with 
grasses, mosses, and sparse low shrubs, while in other 
areas tussocks are scarce and grasses, sedges, polar and 
reed bent grass, moss, lichens, and low shrubs such as 
dwarf birch, willow, blueberry, cranberry, and Labrador 
tea . Typical plants in frost boils are moss campion, 
cassiope, minuartia, scurvy grass, and small sedges similar 
to alpine vegetation . 

MAMMAL-VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES
Caribou are common on moist tundra where they feed on 
grasses, sedges, lichens, and low shrubs. Moist tundra 
areas of the North Slope are traditional calving grounds 
for the western arctic and Porcupine caribou herds. Rein
troduced muskoxen occur in restricted areas of moist tun
dra (see index). Tundra hares live in moist ·:undra areas of 
western Alaska . Unlike other hares, tundra hares often 
travel in groups and stand on their hind legs to spot 
danger. 

Brown and collared lemmings are active year-round in 
moist tundra habitats and travel on well developed run
ways. They live in underground burrows. Their grass 
" nests" (forage piles) are often seen on the tundra. Lem
mings are commonly seen during population highs, which 
occur every 2-5 years in some places . 

Wolves sometimes mingle with caribou herds. Brown 
bears concentrate around caribou calving grounds to prey 
on calves. They also hunt burrowing small mammals, and 
eat a variety of roots and berries. Arctic and red foxes 
roam moist tundra in search of small mammals, birds, 
eggs, and carrion. 

BIRD-VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES-Moist 
tundra is used by many ground-r.esting birds during sum
mer , including: lesser golden plovers , black-bellied 
plovers, Baird's sandpipers, whimbrels, bar-tailed god
wits, ruddy turnstones, semipalmated sandpipers, and 
dunlin. Rock sandpipers nest on moist tundra of western 
coastal Alaska. Buff-breasted sandpipers nest in this 
habitat in some parts of northern Alaska . 

Common nesting songbirds are snow bunting, Savannah 
sparrow, and the harlequin-patterned Lapland loni;pur. 

Golden plover. S.E. Quinlan Photo. Lapland longspur. W.A. Lehnhausen Photo. 
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Male Lapland longspurs sing a courtship song while hover
ing that sounds like ice tinkling in a crystal glass. The rarer 
Smith's longspur sings from the ground. It may be seen in 
moist tundra in the Brooks Range and central Alaska. 
Snow buntings are particularly common around man
made structures in moist tundra habitat. Redpolls and 
yellow wagtails nest in moist tundra where willow, dwarf 
birch, and other shrubs predominate. Snowy and short
eared owls, pomarine, parasitic, long-tailed jaegers, 
glaucous gulls, and northern harriers often fly low over 
moist tundra in search of birds, eggs and small mammals. 

ACCESS-The vast majority of moist tundra habitat is 
located in remote parts of Alaska. However, moist tundra 
can be seen along the Denali Highway, along the road in 
Denali National Park, and along the Nome road system. 
The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, Clarence Rhode Na
tional Wildlife Refuge, and the Aleutian Island National 
Wildlife Refuge have extensive areas of moist tundra. 
These areas are only accessible by private or charter air
craft or boat. 

CAUTIONS-Tussocks are notorious for giving hikers 
sprained, or at least tired, ankles. Be cautious of bears 
roaming through moist tundra. Foxes commonly carry 
rabies, a disease that is deadly to humans, so never allow 
them to approach closely . Foxes, jaegers, and gulls may 
follow hikers and prey on the eggs of birds flushed from 
nests. If you are being followed by these predators, be 
especially careful not to disturb nests. 

Top right - Arctic ground squirrel. L.B. Jennings Photo. 

Below right - Brown lemming. S. Buskirk Photo. 

Below left - Tundra hare. R . Gill Photo. 
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Caribou, headwaters Totatlanika River. ADF&G Photo. 
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WET TUNDRA 


Wet tundra is a permanently water-soaked, nearly 
treeless habitat that occurs on the northern Alaska Penin
sula, Yukon and Kuskokwim River Deltas, northern 
Seward Peninsula, and arctic coastal plain of northern 
Alaska. Wet tundra consists of wet, peaty soil covered by a 
thick mat of lichens, grasses, sedges, low shrubs, and her
baceous plants. The most common low shrubs are willow, 
bog cranberry, dwarf birch, and blueberry. Typical her
baceous plants are buttercup, bog rosemary, cloud berry, 
potentilla, and marsh marigold. Lakes and ponds with 
emergent sedges and pendant-grass, and flooded, low
center polygons, are common throughout this habitat. 

MAMMAL-VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES-
Caribou are the most easily observed large mammal in wet 
tundra of northern Alaska, but the roaming herds are un
predictable. While hundreds may be observed in a given 
location one year, they may be absent the next. Cows give 
birth in May and form small herds with yearlings during 
June. Bull caribou join these herds during early and mid
July and move to coastal areas of wet tundra to take ad
vantage of coastal breezes that reduce harassment by mos

quitoes, warble flies, and other insects. In wet tundra areas 
of the Seward Peninsula, privately owned herds and feral 
reindeer may be seen. Their habits are similar to caribou . 
Muskoxen once occurred in wet tundra areas throughout 
the State, but were extirpated from Alaska in the 
mid-1800's by overhunting. They have been reintroduced 
to Nunivak Island, and a few other areas in northern and 
western Alaska. 

Tundra shrews, brown and collared lemmings, and tun
dra voles occur in wet tundra. In years of abundance (every 
2-5 years), these species may be easily observed; in other 
years, they may be hard to find. Grass nests, 4-8 in / 10-20 
em in diameter are built by lemmings during winter . When 
the snow melts, the nests are easy to see. Arctic ground 
squirrels are often common on well-drained ridges, dunes, 
and riverbanks where they burrow into unfrozen soils. 

Grizzly bears, wolves, and wolverines range widely over 
wet tundra; often they follow caribou herds. However, one 
may spend a long time in the arctic without encountering 
any of these predators because they occur in low densities . 
Wolf density on the arctic coastal plain has been estimated 
at less than 1/150 sq mi (1 / 384 sq km). Arctic and red 
foxes roam over wet tundra to scavenge carrion and prey 
on lemmings and voles. Watch for jaegers , and other birds 
diving and screaming-often this mobbing behavior is 
directed at a fox or other predator . Least weasels and er
mines occur in wet tundra areas of both northern and 
western Alaska. Mink, muskrat, and river otter occur 
along rivers and lakes in some tundra areas. 

Several animals have white winter pelts from October 
through May, including arctic fox, tundra and snowshoe 
hares, collared lemming, and least weasel and ermine. 
Another white animal, polar bear, occasionally wanders 
over wet tundra areas in winter, but normally remains on 
the offshore pack ice. 
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BIRD-VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES-(}uring 
7-8 months of the year when wet tundra areas are covered 
by snow and ice, few birds other than common raven, ptar
migan, snowy owl, and gyrfalcon occur. Snow buntings 
and hoary redpolls may be seen during parts of winter in 
western Alaska. In late May or early June, wet tundra 
bursts into life with the songs and activities of migrant 
birds arriving from Asia, the South Paaific, South and 
Central America, and the Caribbean Islands. The great ex
panses of wet tundra in Alaska provide nesting grounds for 
a large proportion of the loons, geese, and seaducks in 
tfestern North America. The Yukot\-Kuskokwim Delta is 
the largest waterfowl nesting area in the United States. 

Red-throated, arctic, and yellow-billed loons call their 
eerie yodels as they court and establish nests on pendant
grass ponds. Pairs of common, king, spectacled, and 
Steller's eiders occur at low densities. The echoing ah-ha
leee calls of courting oldsquaw are remembered by anyone 
Who visits wet tundra areas in June. Brant, Canada, 
greater white-fronted, and emperor geese, tundra swans, 
northern pintails, American wigeons, and other waterfowl 
nest on small islands and along the edges of lakes and 
POnds in wet tundra, but species composition varies bet
Ween areas. Arctic terns, mew, Sabine's and glaucous gulls 
also nest on small islands of wet tundra lakes and ponds. 

Muskoxen on Nunivak Island. L.B. Jennin!{s Photo. 

Throughout most of their worldwide travels, most 
shorebirds are known only as small gray birds that skitter 
along mudflats and rocky shores. Observers must study 
them carefully to learn the subtle differences in plumages, 
bill lengths, and habits that separate many species in 
winter. In wet tundra habitats of Alaska, however, one can 
see shorebirds in their distinctive breeding plumages and 
listen to their interesting (and sometimes surprising) spring 
songs. Western and semipalmated sandpipers, dunlin, 
long-billed dowitchers, common snipe, and red and red
necked phalaropes are abundant and easy to observe in wet 
tundra during June and July. During June, the long, 
descending whistles of dunlin, gentle trills of sandpipers, 
and musical notes of the dowitcher are of interest. Male 
pectoral sandpipers inflate their esophagus with air and 
make a low booming sound as they fly low over their ter
ritories. Stilt and white-rumped sandpipers occur in wet 
tundra areas of northern Alaska, while Hudsonian and 
bar-tailed godwits, and black turnstones occur in western 
Alaska. 

Parasitic, pomarine, and Long-tailed jaegers nest in wet 
tundra areas. These species and other predatory birds, in
cluding northern harriers and short-eared and snowy owls 
hunt over wet tundra areas. 
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Brant with young on the Yukon - Kuskokwim Delta. 
C. Handel Photo. 
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ACCESS-To view this habitat and the variety of 
wildlife living in it, one must travel to some of the more 
remote areas of western and northern Alaska. In western 
Alaska, wet tundra is found in the Yukon Delta and 
Selawik National Wildlife Refuges and in the Bering Land 
Bridge National Preserve. (See Section IV for more details 
on travel to these areas.) Wet tundra can be reached on 
foot or by boat from Shishmaref, Bethel, Kotzebue, 
Selawik, Nome, Gambell, and other villages in western 
Alaska. In northern Alaska, wet tundra occurs near Bar
row, Prudhoe Bay, and throughout the National 
Petroleum Reserve-Alaska. Remote areas can be reached 
by chartered aircraft. Permits are required for access to 
some remote locations (such as Nunivak Island) so be sure 
to check with the land management agency involved prior 
to visiting a remote area. Small areas of the arctic coastal 
plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge are also wet 
tundra habitat; these can be reached by charter plane from 
Kaktovik, (See Section IV for more information.) 

CAUTIONS-Nesting geese and loons may desert their 
nests or lose them to predators if disturbed, so use 
binoculars and spotting scopes to observe from a distance. 
In addition, beware of predatory animals (gulls, jaegers, 
and foxes) following you around--they often learn to 
follow humans to nests. Brown bears can be encountered 
in wet tundra, and although they are visible over long 
distances, their blond brown coats blend in well with tun
dra grasses. 

Travel through wet tundra requires hip boots or at least 
kner-high waterproof boots. In most areas, wind and cool 
weather necessitate warm layers of clothing. Snow may fall 
in 'any month. On summer days when the wind is calm, 
swarms of mosquitoes and black flies often make wildlife 
viewing unpleasant. Insect repellents are a necessity, and 
head nets are recommended. 

King eider pairs near Storkersen Point in northern Alaska. T.C. 
Rothe Photo. 
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FRESHWATER 
LAKES, RIVERS, 
AND RIPARIAN 
HABITAT 

Lake near the Koyukuk River in central Alaska. W.A. Lehnhausen Photo. 

Freshwater lakes and rivers occur throughout Alaska in 
all terrestrial habitats. Wildlife use of lakes and rivers is af
fected by a variety of factors including: size of the water 
body, annual fluctuations in water level, ice conditions, 
water velocity, chemical and physical condition of the 
water, and the surrounding habitat. 

Lakes and rivers fed by glaciers or from placer mines are 
heavily silt-laden. Aquatic invertebrates, fish, and plants 
thus are often sparse, and birds and mammals that depend 
on these aquatic organisms for food may be uncommon. 
Clear-running rivers and streams often host a greater 
number and variety of wildlife. Lakes with healthy plant 
and plankton populations necessary for wildlife use often 
do not appear crystal clear, but the murkiness is caused by 
aquatic organisms rather than silt or mud. 

Wildlife use of riparian (adjacent to water) vegetation is 
often higher than use of the same vegetation away from 
water. This is true because some animals feed on plants, in
vertebrates, or fish in lakes or rivers, but live on land. 
Also, vegetation along water is often more productive and 
stable than in more upland areas, so many terrestrial 
species occur at the highest densities along waterways. 

MAMMAL-VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES-
During spring and summer, moose often feed on aquatic 
vegetation in small ponds and lakes. They frequent 
riparian areas to feed on shrubby vegetation and often 
calve on riparian islands. Migrating caribou cross rivers 

during their migrations in some areas, but timing and loca
tion are unpredictable. 

Beavers build dams and lodges of shrub branches along 
many rivers and streams, but also dig deep burrows, in
stead of lodges, along the banks of slow-moving rivers and 
sloughs. Beaver dams and lodges are easy to see, but the 
animals are wary. Often people only hear the loud warning 
"thwack" of a beaver's tail slapping the water just before 
it dives underwater . If one is quiet, beaver can be easily 
observed in late evening or early morning, especially dur
ing September when they construct food caches. 

Muskrats occur in lakes, beaver ponds, and sloughs 
where they feed on aquatic vegetation. During winter, 
muskrats push vegetation up around a hole in the ice to 
form a vegetation mass with a hollow large enough for a 
single animal. These "push-ups" become covered with 
snow and thus are insulated enough that the hole in the ice 
remains open and the muskrat has an air hole to use when 
swimming under the ice. 

Mink, river otter, brown and black bears are easily 
observed along lakes and rivers . Mink and otter prey on in
vertebrates and fish year-round. Brown and black bears 
visit streams during summer to feed on spawning salmon. 
Bears occur in relatively large concentrations during 
salmon runs in some areas. Foxes, coyotes, wolves, 
marten, and lynx occasionally hunt muskrat and beaver or 
eat spawned-out salmon along lake and river shores. These 
predators occur regularly in adjacent riparian habitats. 
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BIRD-VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES-A wide variety 
of birds are associated with lakes and rivers, but the 
species visible at any given lake or river depends on its 
geographic location, vegetation, and the type and quantity 
of fish and invertebrates living in the water. . 

Common, arctic, red-throated and yellow-billed lqons, 
and red-necked and horned grebes are most often ooserv
ed swimming on large lakes and ponds. Both loons and 
grebes dive underwater to prey on fish and aquatic in
vertebrates and build mats of floating vegetation for their 
nests. Listen for the eerie yodels of loons during May and 
June . Canada, greater white-fronted, and emperor geese, 
brant, and both tundra and trumpeter swans nest on lake 
shores and small islands in various parts qf Alaska . Nor
thern pintail, American wigeon, mallard, northern shoveler, 
and other dabbling ducks also use Alaska's freshwater 
habitats. 

In forested riparian areas, watch fQl harlequin ducks and 
cavity-nesting waterfowl including common and Barrow's 
goldeneye, bufflehead, common and (in southeast) hood
ed mergansers. In spring, pairs frequent the mouths of 
tributary streams. During July, females with young may be 
spotted floating downriver or feeding in backwater 
sloughs. 

Several shorebirds occur primarily along lakes and 
rivers in Alaska, including solitary sandpiper, spotted sand
piper, and greater and lesser yellowlegs. Semipalmated 
plovers and killdeer (a rare species in Alaska) nest on 
gravel bars and shores of lakes and rivers. In alpine areas, 
watch for wandering tattlers along streams. During sum
mer, red-necked phalaropes can be seen on ponds 

Beaver lodge on Big River, central Alaska, N. 
Tankersley Pho to . 

throughout Alaska while red phalaropes nest along ponds 
of western and northern Alaska. 

Mew and Bonaparte's gulls and arctic terns are common 
along inland lakes and rivers. Glaucous-winged and her
ring gulls occur in southern areas while glaucous and 
Sabine's gulls are found using lakes and rivers in northern 
and western Alaska. 

Small birds typical of the surrounding habitat also occur 
in riparian areas. Northern water thrush; blackpoll, 
Wilson's and yellow warblers; fox, song, and American 
tree sparrows; and rusty blackbird are most abundant in 
riparian areas. During July and August, Bohemian wax
wing often catch flies over rivers and lakes. Tree, violet
green, cliff, and bank swallows feed over water in flocks. 
Look for bank swallow colony sites wherever you see 
flocks feeding. These birds dig nesting holes in river cut
banks throughout Alaska. 

Riparian forests of mainland southeast Alaska provide 
habitat for several species that occur nowhere else in 
Alaska including cedar waxwing, red-eyed and warbling 
vireo, Tennessee and MacGillivray's warblers, and 
American redstart. 

Several birds of prey hunt along river and lake courses. 
Fish-eating birds like bald eagle and osprey nest in tall cot
tonwoods and spruce along rivers used by spawning 
salmon. Gyrfalcons and peregrine falcons live along river 
bluffs throughout the State. Forest raptors such as sharp
shinned hawk, northern goshawk, and great horned and 
great gray owl often hunt along streams and may be easier 
to spot than in dense forests. Boreal owls (and in southeast 
northern saw-whet owls) can be found in riparian forests. 
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OTHER VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES
Salmon runs in Alaska provide a unique opportunity to 
view fish. Salmon runs by various species and in different 
areas occur from late May through November. Salmon can 
be easily seen in clear water spawning areas. 

ACCESS-Lakes and rivers occur throughout Alaska 
and can be found along any major road. 

CAUTIONS-During salmon spawning, black and 
brown bears congregate near rivers. Bears that hear 
humans approaching often move away, but the sound of 
rushing water may cover other sounds so it is easy to sur
prise a bear when traveling along a river. Cow moose with 
calves are dangerous and may be encountered along 
streams. Large rivers in Alaska can be dangerous for 
canoes, kayaks, and rafts because the water is often swift 
and murky and water levels may fluctuate considerably 
due to weather conditions far upstream. 

Left: American dippers feed nest along fast 

flowing streams throughout Alaska. R.H. 

Armstrong Photo. 

Above: Red salmon spawning in southcoastal 

stream. W.A . Lehnhausen Photo. 
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GLACIERS AND ICE 
FIELDS 

Glaciers and ice fields occur in mountainous regions of 
Alaska where the snow accumulation each winter fails to 
melt away before snowfall occurs the following winter. 
About half of Alaska was covered with glaciers during the 
Pleistocene, but today glaciers occur only in restricted 
areas and cover only 3 OJo of the State. East of Cordova, the 
Bering and Malaspina Glaciers and associated ice fields 
fo'rm the largest ice masses in North America. Other large 
glaciers occur in the wet climates of the Chugach, 
Wrangell, St. Elias, and Alaska Ranges and coastal moun
tains of southeast Alaska. Smaller glaciers and ice fields 
occur on high peaks of the Aleutian Islands and in the cen
tral and eastern Brooks Range. 

Though glaciers are often thought to be barren of life, a 
simple ecosystem including plants, herbivores, and · r 
predators occurs on ice fields . Transient large animals may 
be observed, also. 

Not surprisingly, few plants are able to survive the harsh 
cold terrain of glaciers. But, several types of algae and 
moss live on glaciers and ice fields and in some areas give 
the ice a pinkish or blue-gray cast. Moss clumps form on 
small sand deposits, and willow, alder, and spruce 
sometimes grow on debris-covered areas of slow-moving 
ice . 

VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES-The only animal 
residents of glaciers are invertebrates, including several 
species of ice worms and a variety of small insects called 
spring tails (Col/embola spp.). 

Many large mammals that live in adjacent vegetated 
habitats regularly visit or travel across glaciers and ice 
fields. These animals stand out plainly against the barren 
terrain and white background of glacier ice. For this 
reason, glaciologists report that some species are easier to 
spot on ice fields than in other habitats where they occur 
more regularly and in greater numbers. Caribou , mountain 
goats, and Dall's sheep regularly visit ice fields during hot 
summer days to escape insect harassment and / or to cool 
off. 

A myriad of invertebrates and seeds are blown onto 
glaciers by strong winds. These items are more easily 
detected against the white snow than amidst adjacent 
vegetation. A variety of birds, including ptarmigan, snow 
buntings, longspurs, water pipits, and rosy finches regular
ly visit glaciers and ice fields to feed on these and resident 
ice worms and springtails. 

Migrant birds often get blown onto glaciers by winds, 
poor visibility, and storms. Some move on when the 
weather improves, but many die of starvation or cold dur
ing extended bad weather periods. Moose , caribou, Dall's 
sheep, and mountain goats sometimes become stranded, Reid Glacier, southeast Alaska. J. Schoen Photo. 
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Above: Harbor seal on ice of the Columbia Glacier. 
K.A. Sundberg Photo . 


Right: Glaucous- winged gull. W.A . Lehnhausen Photo. 


lost, or injured when crossing glaciers . The remains of 
these animals attract wolves, wolverines, weasels, bears, 
common ravens, golden eagles, and other scavengers. 

In fjords, where glaciers flow into the sea, rich 
phytoplankton and zooplankton production attract fish 
and their predators. Harbor seals can regularly be seen 
resting on ice floes at the base of glaciers. Black-legged kit
tiwakes, glaucous-winged gulls, arctic terns, bald eagles, 
and other marine birds frequently occur. Recently
glaciated rocks near coastal glaciers are often used by gulls 
and kittiwakes for nestin,g colonies. Moraine lakes are 
good places to see nesting terns and shorebirds. 

ACCESS-Several spectacular glaciers and ice fields in 
Alaska are easy to reach . Extensive travel across a glacier · 
requires special ice climbing equipment and skills, but one 
can easily travel moderate distances over uncrevassed 
glaciers to search out ice worms and spring tails. By travel
ing on adjacent tundra or other terrain, one can scan ice 
fields and glaciers for other transient wildlife. In southeast 
Alaska, the Mendenhall ice fields near Juneau and other 
glaciers near Skagway are accessible. Portage Glacier on 
the Seward Highway near Anchorage, the Matanuska 
Glacier on the Glenn Highway, the Harding Icefield out
side Seward, and the Miles Glacier on the Copper River 
Highway outside Cordova are the most accessible in 
southcoastal Alaska. In the Alaska Range, Castner Glacier 
terminates within 100 feet of the Richardson Highway and 
Cantwell Glacier is only a mile from this highway. 

The Alaska Marine Highway and charter boats provide 
access to the base of the Columbia Glacier in southcoastal 
Alaska and several glaciers occur in Southeast from 
Glacier Bay National Park south to Petersburg. Use 
binoculars or spotting scopes to watch for mountain goats 
on ice fields or glaciers anywhere along the ferry route and 
for harbor seals and marine birds at the base of glaciers. 

CAUTIONS-Air temperature near glaciers and ice 
fields is decidedly cooler than elsewhere, and high winds 
carrying heavy rain and snow often howl over and around 
glaciers. These conditions usually make warm clothing a 
necessity on a glacier visit. High winds and calving 
iceburgs often make small boat and aircraft travel around 
glaciers hazardous . Travel on or across glaciers should be 
attempted only with proper equipment and experienced 
guides. 
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COASTAL 
WETLANDS 

Coastal river deltas, mudflats, salt marshes, and sandy 
beaches are influenced by saltwater. Some areai are 
regularly inundated by tides, while others are influenced 
only by storm tides or salt spray. Most coastal wetlands are 
underlain by silt and/or sand. Gravel usually occurs only 
in restricted areas. Plants are strongly affected by 
geographic location and the degree of saltwater influence. 
On sites with little saltwater influence, wopdy vegetation 
(such as sweet gale, dwarf birch, and willow) and her
baceous plants (including bluejoint, beach rye, and spear 
grass) may be present. River deltas are often covered by a 
vll'riety of herbaceous plants including lyngby sedge, 
Pacific silverweed, spike rush, seaside arrowgrass, wild 
pea, alkali grass, goose tongue, and others. Brackish 
ponds and marshes often contain sedges, mare's tail, 
wigeon grass, and pond weed. Frequent and erosive tidal 
action prevents plants from becoming established on some 
mudflats and sand beaches that are inundated daily, but a 
blue-green algae often grows over mudflats during sum
mer. 

MAMMAL-VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES-
Moose occasionally wander across the saltwater-influenced 
portions of river deltas and sometimes feed on aquatic 
vegetation in ponds and salt marshes. Though easy to spot 

Coastal Wetlands: southwestern Alaska. P.D. Arneson Photo. 
I 

' 

in this open habitat, moose can also easily detect observers 
and may not allow close approach. 

Due to intermittent flooding, few small mammals in
habit river deltas or salt marshes. Tunnels and pathways of 
meadow voles often crisscross vegetated wetlands, and in 
years of abundance the voles may be easily observed . 
When salt marshes are inundated by storm tides, meadow 
voles swim for drier ground. Muskrats occasionally inhabit 
coastal ponds. Watch for cut stems of bulrushes or other 
plants-a good sign that muskrats are present. 

Coyotes and foxes are the most conspicuous predators in 
coastal wetlands. By using binoculars or a spotting scope, 
a lucky observer may see them during early morning or 
evening. Though rarely observed, river otter, mink, and 
wolverine often travel through coastal wetlands in search 
of food. Watch for their tracks and sign in snow or mud in 
these areas. Both brown and black bears amble across river 
deltas and other wetlands in search of bird nests, small 
mammals, spawning salmon, and sedges. In spring, black 
bears graze heavily on sedges of coastal wetlands and can 
be easily observed along the beaches of southeast Alaska. 

A few species of marine mammals can be observed at 
river mouths when anadromous fish begin migrating up 
rivers. Harbor seals sometimes travel many miles upriver 
and often haul out on riverbars or mudflats. If disturbed, 
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they'll quickly retreat to water. Beluhka whales move into 
river mouths when hooligan (a type of smelt) are migrating 
upriver to spawn. You may see them spout and glimpse 
their white backs as they surface. On rare occasions, you 
might hear their unusual cow-like mooing calls . 

BIRD-VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES-Spring is 
the best time to visit coastal wetlands, because large flocks 
of migrating waterfowl and shorebirds occur , ducks and 
other birds are in bright, colorful breeding plumage, and 
courtship displays can often be observed. 

Canada, greater white-fronted, emperor, and brant 
geese concentrate in coastal wetlands in various parts of 
the State during spring and fall migrations. Canada geese 
nest throughout Alaska, while the other species occur in 
only some regions. Nearly the entire world population of 
emperor geese nests in wetlands of the Yukon-Kuskokwim 
Delta. They winter along saltwater beaches in the Aleutian 
Islands. During spring, snow geese enroute to nesting 
grounds in Siberia blanket some river deltas and salt marsh 
areas like a sprinkling of snow. Watch for them in mid
April to early May in southeast, southcoastal, and western 
Alaska . Large flocks of snow geese travel from nesting 
areas in Canada to gather on the coastal plain of the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge ·in late summer. Swans may be 
observed in large, coastal wetlands during spring and fall 
migration and during summer. Trumpeter swans use 
southeastern Alaska wetlands for much of the winter, too. 
Dabbling ducks, including northern pintail, mallard, 
American wigeon, green-winged teal, and northern 
shoveler can be easily observed in brackish ponds and river 
deltas during all open-water periods . Gadwall, blue
winged teal, and Eurasian wigeon occur irregularly. 

Diving ducks may be observed in deeper river channels, 
tidal sloughs , and large salt marsh ponds. Watch for can 
vasback, greater scaup, common and Barrow's goldeneye, 
bufflehead, and possibly redhead, and ring-necked duck. 
Common and red-breasted mergansers dive after fish in 
river channels. 

Look for staging sandhill cranes on river deltas and salt 
marshes. Their dancing courtship rituals are impressive but 
must be viewed from a distance, as cranes are wary and 
easily flushed in flat terrain. 

Spring concentrations of shorebirds on the coastal 
wetlands of Alaska are one of the most impressive wildlife 
spectacles in the world. During just a few weeks in late 
April and early May, the mudflats and salt marshes of 
southcoastal, southwestern, and lower western Alaska are 
alive with thousands of migrating shorebirds including 
dunlin, western sandpiper, dowitchers, red knot, 
semipalmated sandpiper, and black-bellied plover. 
Shorebirds are most easily viewed during incoming and 
high tides when they are concentrated near areas that can 
be reached on foot. During migration, greater and lesser 
yellowlegs, common snipe, pectoral and least sandpipers, 
and red-necked phalaropes use salt marshes in southeast, 
southcoastal, and southwestern Alaska. Many of these 
shorebirds nest in coastal wetlands so they may be observ
ed during summer, also. 

During late July and August , the coastal wetlands of 
northern, and particularly western Alaska, are heavily us
ed by southbound shorebirds preparing for their long
distance flights to wintering areas. Adults and young of the 
year often occur in mixed-species flocks. 

Gulls are among the most conspicuous birds of coastal 
wetlands. In southern parts of Alaska, large flocks of 
glaucous-winged, herring, mew, and Bonaparte gulls 
roost, bathe, nest, and feed on river deltas, mudflats, and 
salt marshes. Black-legged kittiwakes may be observed oc
casionally. In western and northern areas glaucous gulls 
predominate, but herring and Sabine's gulls also occur. 
Arctic terns use coastal wetlands along the entire Alaska 
coast. Aleutian terns, a species that occurs nowhere in the 
world but Alaska, can be seen in southcoastal and 
southwestern Alaska. 

Few species of perching birds occur in coastal wetlands, 
but those that occur are often abundant. Savannah spar
rows and Lincoln's sparrows are most common . Many 
swallows fly over salt marshes catching airborne insects. 
During spring and fall, juncos, thrushes, rosy finches, 
sparrows, longspurs, snow buntings, and water pipits visit 
coastal wetlands to feed on the vegetation and in
vertebrates of salt marshes and / or to scavenge in beach 
fletsam . 

Northern harriers and short-eared owls are the most 
common birds of prey that use coastal wetlands. Short

Dun/in flock over the Yukon- Kuskokwim Delta. R. Gill Photo. 
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eared owls are active throughout the day and can be easily 
identified by their irregular, floppy flight and light-colored 
"windows" on the top of their wings. Bald eagles, com
mon ravens, and northwestern crows scavenge food along 
beaches and river deltas. Parasitic, long-tailed, and 
pomarine jaegers also hunt over marshes and shorelines. 
Jaegers prey on nests and rob food from other birds. Fre
quently, gulls and terns chase jaegers and other predatory 
birds. Lucky observers may spot a peregrine falcon hun
ting ducks or shorebirds along the coast. 

t 

ACCESS-A few river deltas, mudflats, and salt mar
shes are accessible from the road system in Alaska, while 
others can be reached only by chartered air service. In 
Southeast, the best observation locations are the Situk 
River Delta near Yakutat, Mendenhall Wetlands near 
Juneau, and the mudflats at Gustavus. At Petersburg, 
wetlands occur at the mouth of the Stikine River-a good 
place to see Aleutian terns. Some of the most spectacular 
migration staging areas in Alaska are near Cordova. The 
Copper River Delta, adjacent Hartney Bay, and nearby 
Controller Bay offer good chances to see a spring migra
tion of millions of shorebirds and waterfowl. See the 
chapter, Southcoastal Wildlife Viewing Opportunities, for 
more information. The Kenai River Flats can be viewed 
from a pullout along the Kenai Spur Road off the Sterling 
Highway. Snow geese and many other waterfowl use this 
area in late April. Potter Marsh, Portage River Flats, the 
Palmer Highway Flats, and Goose Bay are examples of 
coastal wetlands that are easy to reach from Anchorage. 

The Susitna River Flats, Trading and Redoubt Bays, and 
Fox River Flats can be reached by air charter from An
chorage, Kenai, or Homer. Most of the major river delta 
and salt marsh areas in western and northern Alaska also 
abound with wildlife. Access to areas such as the Yukon
Kuskokwim, Kobuk, and Colville River deltas is limited to 
aircraft. 

CAUTIONS-Tidal fluctuations in Alaska range from 
6 inches in the Beaufort and Chukchi Sea to 38 feet in the 
Cook Inlet region. Where tidal fluctuations are large (most 
of southcoastal and southeast Alaska), travel through river 
deltas and mudflats can be treacherous. Fast-changing 
water levels and mud consistency have often trapped peo
ple far from shore, sometimes with tragic results. Shallow 
tidal sloughs may become several feet deep when the tide 
comes in. Travelers in mudflat areas must pay close atten
tion to accurate tide tables and the time. 

Travel through most coastal wetlands requires rubber 
boots, but much of the wildlife of these habitats can be 
observed using binoculars and spotting scopes from higher 
and drier overlooks. 



Above left: Aleutian tern. R. Gill Photo. 

Above right: Western sandpiper, Mendenhall Wetlands. R .H. Armstrong Photo. 

Above: Short-eared owl. W.A. Lehnhausen Photo. 
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In late May and early June, small flocks· of arctic and 
red-throated loons, brant, greater white-fronted geese, 
northern pintail, surf scoters, and other waterbirds flood 
northward along the mainland coast and barrier islands . 
Pomarine, parasitic, and long-tailed jaegers, along with 
immature gulls and arctic terns also migrate along the 
coast. 

Nesting birds arrive by mid-June but migration con
tinues as brant and oldsquaw juveniles and failed nesters 
from southern and eastern areas migrate along the coast to 
molting areas. In some years, pomarine jaeger flocks also 
migrate along the coast in late June. Male eiders begin 
migrating southward along the coast in early July. On days 
of favorable weather in some locations 20-40,000 may pass 
in a 24-hour period. These migrations are particularly 
spectacular at points of land that jut into the sea (Point 
Barrow, Icy Cape, Cape Prince of Wales) . 

Eider migration continues during August and 
September, as female and juvenile eiders migrate south. 
Arctic terns, Sabine's gulls, and all three jaegers migrate 
along barrier island coasts in fall-usually traveling in 
flocks of 10-100. Red-throated and arctic loons migrate 
south in loose-knit flocks of 10-50 during late August and 
early September. Finally, huge flocks of oldsquaws and 
glaucous gulls depart northern and western Alaska just as 
the lagoons freeze over. 

Migrating and molting birds stop to rest and feed in the 
lagoons, salt marshes, mudflats, and beaches along the 
islands. In July, male oldsquaw congregate in the lagoons 
to molt their wing feathers. Thousands of oldsquaw crowd 
along the protected inner shores of barrier islands, 
especially near passes during periods of onshore winds. 
Red-necked and red phalaropes gather along the outer 
beaches from late July through mid-August. Migrating 
arctic terns roost near passes, in flocks of 1 ,000 or more 
birds, in mid-August. Sabine's gulls, black-legged kit
tiwakes, and other gulls often roost on the outskirts of tern 
flocks. 

Large flocks of northern pintail, red-breasted 
mergansers, and brant may be seen in lagoons of northern 
and western areas during August and September. In 
southwestern Alaska, brant, emperor, and Canada geese , 

Steller's eiders, and northern pintails congregate in 
lagoons, particularly Izembek Lagoon, during September 
and October. 

During June and July, vegetated portions of barrier 
islands serve as nesting grounds for common eiders, 
glaucous gulls, arctic terns, brant, and oldsquaw . Com
mon eiders and other waterbirds often nest near arctic 
terns because the aggressive terns drive jaegers, gulls, and 
other predators away by diving and screaming at all in
truders. Black guillemots, a rare species in the western arc
tic, nest in beach flotsam, old oil drums, and other litter 
along the barrier island beaches of northern Alaska. 

ACCESS-Coastal barrier island-lagoon systems can be 
observed near Nome, Barrow, Wales, Wainwright, and 
Point Hope; however, travel by small boat is necessary to 
reach most barrier islands. Barrier island systems in more 
remote areas can be reached by chartered aircraft or boat 
from Nome, Kotzebue, Barrow, Kaktovik and other 
western and northern towns. Izembek Lagoon on the 
Alaska Peninsula is accessible by scheduled plane service 
to Cold Bay. See the Southwestern Regional Viewing Op
portunities Section for more details. 

Bearded seal, Bering sea. K. Frost Photo . 
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Red phalaropes along barrier islands at Safety Lagoon. K. Frost 
Photo. . 

CAUTIONS-Nesting common eiders allow close ap
proach, but their eggs are easy prey for gulls or jaegers if 
the female flushes. If you accidentally disturb a nesting 
eider, cover its eggs with down and leave the area. Low
flying aircraft disturb nesting eiders and molting old
squaws. Repeated harassment may lower nesting success 
and survival rates. Aircraft flying low over the barrier 
islands also risk collisions with swirling flocks of terns, 
gulls, or other birds. 

Lagoon systems are shallow, so be careful to follow 
channels when navigating through them. Relatively ac
curate navigation maps are available, but barometric 
pressure and wind can alter lagoon depths by several feet. 
Never travel to or from the barrier islands by boat during 
periods of dense fog-people have unwittingly slipped 
through a pass into the Arctic Ocean. Shifting pack ice can 
make travel by small boat in the Arctic Ocean hazardous. 

Surge tides (resulting from a combination of low 
pressure systems and strong onshore winds) occur ir
regularly during fall storms along the western and northern 
coasts. Barrier islands are occasionally inundated and fre
quently altered by these erosive tides. 
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This habitat includes small oceanic islands and sea 
stacks along the outer coasts of southeastern, 
southcoastal, southwestern, and western Alaska, as well as 
cliffs and rocky shorelines of islands and the mainland . 
Habitats on larger islands are usually similar to those on 
the adjacent mainland . Small oceanic islands often consist 
of plateaus or steep slopes of thick loam soil surrounded 
on all sides by cliffs. Beach rye grass, reed bent grass, and 
various umbelliferous plants including cow parsnip and 
angelica are the dominant vegetation . Monkey flower, 
potentilla, chocolate lily, spring beauty, and other showy 
flowering plants may also be abundant. Trees and shrubs 
are absent from most islands, but Sitka spruce, 
salmonberry, devil's club, and muskeg cover many small 
islands in southcoastal and southeastern Alaska. 
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Rocky coasts, consisting of large boulders or exposed 
bedrock, are often covered with kelp and a variety of 
marine invertebrates including sea cucumbers, sea stars, 
mussels, limpets, sea urchins, barnacles, and sea 
anemones. 

MAMMAL-VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES-
Few terrestrial mammals have colonized small oceanic 
islands, but some species, including arctic fox (Aleutian 
Islands), European rabbits (Middleton Island), raccoon 
(Kodiak Island), elk (Afognak Island group), Sitka black
tailed deer (Kodiak and Prince William Sound), and Nor
way rats (Aleutian Islands) have been introduced to 
various islands by man. The blue phase of the arctic fox 
can be observed throughout the Aleutian lslan~s. These 
foxes, introduced by fox farmers during the early 1900's 
prey on seabirds during summer and scavenge dead 
animals along the beach in winter. Unfortunately, in
troduced foxes have destroyed colonies of many ground
nesting birds and caused the near extinction of the Aleu
tian Canada Goose. 

Some bats and shrews have been found on isolated 
marine islands. Occasionally, individual brown bears, 
deer, or other terrestrial mammals swim to offshore 
islands. 

Small oceanic islands and rocky coastlines are excellent 
places to look for semi-aquatic and marine mammals. 
River otter and mink live along rocky coastlines and on 



Left: St. Lazaria Island, southeast Alaska, 

murre colony. S.E. Quinlan Photo. 


Below: Common and Thick-billed Murres, St . 

Lazaria Island. S.E. Quinlan Photo. 
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small islands. They can be spotted running or swimming 
along the shores, or feeding on nearshore fish and in 
vertebrates. Some marine mammals, including sea otters, 
harbor seals, Steller's sea lions and, in western Alaska, 
northern fur seals and walrus, rest and give birth on rocky 
coasts or beaches. Seals, sea lions, and walrus have tradi
tional haul-out areas and breeding rookeries on specific of
fshore islands (see ACCESS for details on a few). 

Sea otters often occur near islands and beaches in 
southwestern, southcoastal, and parts of southeastern 
Alaska. Look for them floating on their backs in kelp 
beds. They also dive underwater to pry mussels, sea ur
chins, and other invertebrates from underwater rocks . In 
spring and summer, listen for the crying baa of young sea 
otters. 

Small islands provide good outposts to look for killer, 
gray, fin, and humpback whales as well as Dall's and har
bor porpoises since these animals frequently swim near 
islands. 

BIRD-VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES-Harlequin 
ducks often rest on rocky shores, and surf, white-winged, 
and black scoters sometimes feed near shore along rocky 
coasts. Many different shorebirds can be seen along rocky 
coasts, but several species prefer this habitat. American 
black oystercatchers occur along rocky coasts of southern 
Alaska. They use their long, red bills to pry open limpets, 
mussels, and other animals that live in rocky intertidal 
areas. Their loud, raucous call is hard to miss. Ruddy and 
black turnstones, surfbirds, wandering tattlers, and rock 

sandpipers can be seen along rocky coasts during fall, 
winter, and spring, but these birds nest in tundra habitats . 
Rock sandpipers occur along rocky coasts throughout 
much of Alaska. In winter they live in flocks of 50-200 or 
more. 

Seabirds are most abundant in the Aleutian Islands, but 
several species can be observed throughout southcoastal 
and southeastern Alaska and north to the Chukchi Sea. 
June and July are the best times to visit offshore islands to 
view seabirds as most nest during these months. Cliff
nesting species can be easily spotted from a boat near a col
ony site. Look for common and thick-billed murres, black
legged kittiwakes, glaucous and glaucous-winged gulls, 
northern fulmars, and red-faced, pelagic, and double
crested cormorants. Cliff-face seabird colonies in remote 
areas of Alaska contain tens of thousands of birds. Some 
more accessible colonies contain thousands . 

Puffins, auklets, storm-petrels, and ancient murrelets 
nest in soil burrows and rock crevices and are less frequent
ly visible. However , tufted and horned puffins, pigeon 
guillemots, and parakeet auklets can often be observed 
outside their nest holes in early morning, late evening, or 
on foggy days. At these times, puffins loiter near nest en
trances and gather in large flocks, called "rafts," on the 
water near nesting islands . Carefully scan cliff tops and 
grassy slope areas of oceanic islands to spot tufted puffins. 
Horned puffins are more frequently observed on cliff 
ledges. Listen for the long, whistled trill of pigeon 
guillemots and musical chittering of parakeet auklets 
amidst the boulders of rocky slopes. These species can fre
quently be seen on intertidal rocks of nesting islands . 
Leach's and fork-tailed storm-petrels, ancient murrelets, 
and Cassin's, rhinoceros, and whiskered auklets are noc
turnal on land, so one must visit their nesting islands at 
night to detect them. 

Red-legged kittiwakes and crested and least auklets oc
cur on rocky coasts in southwestern Alaska. These seabirds 
occur nowhere in the world except the Bering Sea region . 
Whiskered auklets also occur only in this area, but are noc
turnal and rarely observed. 

ACCESS-Many birds and mammals typical of rocky 
coasts can be found near coastal towns of southeastern 
(Sitka, Juneau, Ketchikan, Petersburg), southcoastal 
(Homer, Seward, Valdez, Cordova, Yakutat, Kodiak), 
and western Alaska (Nome, Gambell, and other com
munities). Coastal islands and cliffs with seabird rookeries 
can be observed from the State Marine Highway ferries 
between Seward and Kodiak, Homer, Valdez, or Dutch 
Harbor. Many of the marine mammals associated with this 
habitat including seals, sea lions, sea otters, and whales 
can also be observed from these and southeastern Alaska 
ferry routes. Small boat trips to seabird colonies can also 
be chartered from Homer, Kodiak, Seward, Sitka, Juneau, 
Ketchikan, and Nome. Seabird colonies at Barwell Island, 
Cape Resurrection, and the Chiswell Islands can be reach
ed from Seward. St. Lazaria Island National Wildlife 
Refuge near Sitka provides a unique opportunity to view 
murres, puffins, guillemots, auklets, and (at night) storm
petrels. A small colony on Gull Rock in Kachemak Bay can 
be easily reached from Homer. The most popular places to 
view seabirds and marine mammals typical of coastaJ 
islands, cliffs, and rocky coasts are the Pribilof Islands (a 
part of the Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge), the 
Walrus Islands State Game Sanctuary, and Glacier Bay 
National Monument. See Section IV for more informa
tion . 
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Left: ' Tufted puffin, St. Paul Island, P.D. Arneson Photo; 
Pigeon guillemots, Prince William Sound, W.A. Lehnhausen 
Pho.to; Sea otter and pup, P.D. Arneson Photo. 

' 
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CAUTIONS-Seabird colonies and marine mammal 
rookeries may be observed only from aboard a boat unless 
special arrangements to land are made with the managing 
agency. Binoculars and spotting scopes will help you get a 
close look while maintaining a safe distance. Seabirds and 
marine mammals at rookeries are very sensitive to human 
disturbance such as low-flying aircraft, boat whistles, or c 

c 
people approaching too closely . These activities may cause a: 
cliff-nesting birds to flee from their nests in panic flights, ~ 

s::
knocking eggs and/or young into the water. Walrus, sea g
lions, and seals may trample their young in a rush to reach 
water if frightened. Repeated harassment may cause com ~ 
plete nesting failure and abandonment of colony sites of 

""\ 

:t:birds or haul-out areas of marine mammals. 
~ Burrow-nesting seabirds are also susceptible to human 

disturbance. The wilderness warning ''take only pictures, 
..: 
<I> .s.

leave only footprints" does not protect burrow-nesting %
bird colonies where foot steps can easily crush the burrows s:: 

Slcontaining eggs and young. 
..\c: 
I.JWarm wool clothing and good waterproof rain gear are c 

necessities for visiting these habitats, even during summer . 0::: 

56 



MARINE WATERS 


Alaska's 47,300 mi/76,122 km shoreline is longer than 
the coastlines of all Lower 48 states combined. The great 
expanses of marine waters found along this coast provide 
habitat to a wide variety of marine mammals and birds. 
The distribution and abundance of nutrients and plankton 
are determined by season, water depth, and ocean floor 
topography, current patterns, freshwater river plumes, and 
the degree of mixing between bottom and surface waters. 
These, in turn, determine the distribution of marine 
animals. 

Three major zones are recognized including inshore, 
nearshore, and offshore waters . Inshore waters include the 

Killer whale p od in Tenak ee Inlet, so utheast A laska, S. E Quinlan Photo; 
Inset, Killer whales, J. Sc hoen Photo. 

partially enclosed marine waters of bays , fjords , and 
sounds, while nearshore waters include open waters along 
the outer coasts. Offshore waters include waters over the 
continental shelf, or neritic waters, and waters beyond the 
shelf break, or oceanic waters. In Alaska, the arctic pack 
ice provides an additional ecological zone. 

Marine plants include microscopic, free-floating 
phytoplankton, and larger plants that anchor to rocks or 
the bottom in inshore and nearshore waters. These include 
kelp and eelgrass. In some areas, kelp or eelgrass occur in 
extensive beds . 

MAMMAL-VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES
A wide variety of marine mammals inhabit Alaska ' s 
coastal waters including whales, seals, and 2 members of 
the weasel family (Mustellidae). Twelve species of toothed 
whales (this category includes porpoises) and 8 species of 
baleen whales occur in Alaska. Toothed whales feed on 
other mammals and fish, while baleen whales strain 
planktonic animals from the water. Killer and belukha 
whales and Dall's and harbor porpoises are the most com
monly observed toothed whales in nearshore waters . Killer 
whales, easily recognized by their large dorsal fins (3-6 feet 
high) and black and white markings, often travel along the 
coast in pods of a few to 30 or more animals. These mam
mals prey on other marine mammals and may be observed 
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anywhere along the Alaska coast. Belukha whales, the only 
whales that are all white, are easy to see when they concen
trate near river mouths in southcoastal and western Alaska 
to feed on anadromous fish. DaB's porpoises resemble 
small killer whales and often follow boats or race along the 
bow of boats in nearshore waters. Harbor porpoise inhabit 
inshore and nearshore waters from Ketchikan to Barrow 
but are less common than DaB's porpoise. 

Gray, humpback, fin, and minke whales are the most 
often observed baleen whales. Both gray and humpback 
whales migrate from tropical wintering areas to spend the 
summer in Alaska. Gray whales frequently feed in shallow 
nearshore waters. You might see their spouts if you scan 
the ocean from promotories along the coast. Humpback 
whales, large blackish whales, prefer the ice-free waters of 
southern Alaska. Watch for their spectacular leaps, or 
breaches, out of the water. Pods of fin whales, the second 
largest whale species in the world, occur in Alaska's off
shore waters (except the Arctic Ocean) and can be seen on 
occasion as they migrate south during fall. 

Seals, sea lions, and walrus are most common in inshore 
and nearshore waters but also occur in waters over the con
tinental shelf. In the water, sea lions and fur seals can be 
distinguished from seals by their small external ears and 
more pointed snout. Steller's sea lions often travel in small 
herds and sometimes leap out of the water like porpoises. 
Northern fur seals and walrus are easier to see when hauled 
out on land but are occasionally spotted offshore in the 
Bering Sea or farther north. 

Harbor seals are the most commonly seen seal. They 
vary in color from almost black to silver and are covered 
by varying amounts of spotting. They can be seen 
anywhere along the coast in inshore and nearshore waters 
where they feed on fish and crustaceans. They haul out on 
sandbars, offshore rocks, and glacial ice floes. 

Spotted, ringed, ribbon, and bearded seals are all 
associated with the arctic ice pack. Spotted, bearded, and 
ringed seals follow the ice pack in spring as it retreats nor
thward and may be seen along the coast of western and 
northwestern Alaska. Ribbon seals are rarely seen, as they 
remain in offshore waters of western Alaska year-round. 

Sea otters (the only exclusively marine mustelid) were 
near extinction at the turn of the 20th century but have 
made a dramatic comeback as a result of protection and 
reintroductions. In Alaska, sea otters range from the Aleu
tian Islands through Prince William Sound and occur in 
several places in southeast Alaska. They are most often 
observed near kelp beds in inshore and nearshore waters. 
River otters may be seen in coastal marine waters 
throughout southeast and Prince William Sound. 

Polar bears and arctic foxes also may be considered 
marine mammals as they range widely across the arctic ice 
pack and most of their food comes from the sea. Unlike 
polar bear, arctic fox return to land in summer. 

BIRD-VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES-Over 75 
million seabirds use the coastal and offshore waters of 
Alaska during summer, including a variety of tube-nosed 
birds, cormorants, waterfowl, gulls, terns, and alcids. 

Tube-nosed birds (albatrosses, shearwaters, fulmars, 
and storm-petrels) are among the most pelagic of seabirds. 
These species are most often observed during boat trips to 
offshore waters. Most albatrosses and shearwaters nest in 
the tropical areas. They are most common in Alaska's off
shore waters during spring, summer, and fall. Albatrosses 
occur at or beyond the shelf break where ocean depths ex
ceed 660 ft/200 m. Sooty and short-tailed shearwaters 

migrate to Alaska from nesting grounds in Australia, New 
Zealand, and Chile. Flocks of shearwaters, often contain
ing tens of thousands of birds occur in nearshore waters 
along the coast from southeast Alaska to the Chukchi Sea 
during spring and summer. Greatest numbers occur in the 
Bering Sea. 

Both the dark and light phase of northern fulmars use 
Alaska's offshore waters. They may occur in tremendous 
flocks, and unlike shearwaters, will follow fishing vessels. 
Leach's and fork-tailed storm-petrels (robin-sized 
seabirds) occur primarily in offshore waters. Fork-tailed 
storm-Petrels can be seen from the State ferry in south
coastal Alaska and are particularly common in central and 
eastern Prince William Sound during August and 
September. 

Watch for cormorants resting on piers, pilings, or 
navigation markers in inshore waters. When roosting, cor
morants often spread their wings out to dry as their 
feathers get wet when they dive underwater to catch fish. 

Loons, red-necked grebes, and red-breasted mergansers 
can be seen year-round in inshore marine waters. Olds
quaw and common, king, spectacled, and Steller's eiders 
and black, white-winged, and surf seaters dive underwater 
and feed on bottom-dwelling invertebrates, including small 
clams, crustaceans, and amphipods. During winter, look 
for these sea ducks, and other diving ducks such as com
mon and Barrow's goldeneye, buffleheads, and greater 
scaup in inshore waters of southcoastal and southeastern 
Alaska. 

Many gulls occur in inshore and nearshore waters 
throughout the year. These birds are probably the most 
frequently observed seabirds because they follow boats to 
pick up organisms churned up by the propellers and food 
scraps thrown overboard. Black-legged and red-legged kit
tiwakes and Sabine's gulls are among the most pelagic 
gulls, but glaucous, glaucous-winged, and herring gulls 
also occur in offshore waters. Mew and Bonaparte's gulls 

Northern Fulmars, Aleutian Islands. R.H. Day Photo. 
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Upper left: Dall's porpoise in Chatham Strait, J. Schoen Photo; upper 
right, harbor porpoise, J . Schoen Photo; lower, Steller 's sea lions near 
Kodiak Island. D. Forsell Photo . 
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occur more regularly in inshore and nearshore waters. 
Ross' gulls (the only pink gull in the world) nest in Siberia 
but hundreds occur in the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas dur
ing late fall. Another species, ivory gull, is associated with 
the pack ice. 

Offshore waters are home to puffins, auklets, murres, 
murrelets, and guillemots (the alcid family). These birds 
occur in nearshore waters around nesting colonies during 
spring and summer. Puffins move offshore during winter 
but guillemots, murrelets, auklets, and murres occur in 
bays and fjords throughout winter. 

Alcids wear the bright-colored feathers, crests, and bill 
sheaths (for which puffins, in particular, are known) only 
during spring and summer. In winter, all species are black, 
gray, and white. Alcids occur in greatest numbers in the 
Aleutian Islands; however, tufted puffins, pigeon 
guillemots, rhinoceros and Cassin's auklets, and ancient, 
marbled, and Kittlitz's murrelets range throughout 
southcoastal and southeast Alaska. Horned and a few 
tufted puffins, common and thick-billed murres, and 
crested, least, and a few parakeet auklets range north to 
the Chukchi Sea. Black guillemots, primarily an Atlantic 
alcid, occur in the Chukchi and Beaufort Sea and can be 
seen in nearshore waters. Varying numbers of alcids will 
likely be seen on any boat trip into nearshore waters of 
Alaska during May, June, or July. 

ACCESS-Wildlife using inshore waters can be easily 
viewed with the use of a spotting scope or binoculars from 
shore in most coastal communities . The most accessible 
towns include Ketchikan, Sitka, Juneau, Yakutat, Cor
dova, Valdez, Seward, Homer, Kodiak, Nome, and Bar
row. Belukha whales, harbor seals, mew gulls, and arctic 
terns can be seen along Turnagain Arm near Anchorage, 
but heavy siltation in upper Cook Inlet reduces wildlife use 
in the area. During spring and fall migrations, many 
marine mammals and birds can be observed from lookout 
points on promontories along the Alaska coast or by 
traveling a short distance offshore by charter boat. 

The Alaska Marine Highway ferry provides excellent 
year-round access to inshore and nearshore wildlife view
ing in southeast and southcoastal Alaska. The ferries have 
regularly scheduled routes (approximately weekly) between 
Kodiak, Homer, Seward, Valdez, and Cordova. The ferry 
between Seattle, Washington, and Haines, Alaska, stops in 
various southeastern towns on a weekly schedule. The 
Alaska Marine Highway ferries to Kodiak (weekly) and 
Dutch Harbor (3 times each summer) provide access to 
neritic offshore waters, and opportunities to view the most 
pelagic seabirds (albatrosses, shearwaters, and fulmars). In 
addition, small boat trips into inshore and nearshore 
waters can be chartered from some coastal towns in all 
regions of Alaska. 

CAUTIONS-Some marine mammals, such as hump
back whales, may be disturbed by boats that approach too 
closely. Boat traffic is now regulated in Glacier Bay Na
tional Park to protect humpback whales from harassment. 
Seabirds and marine mammals are also sensitive to close 
approach by boats and loud noises such as boat whistles. 
Use binoculars and/or spotting scopes to view rookeries. 

Top to bottom: Black-footed albatross, A . DeGange Photo; surf scorer 
pair, R. Gill Photo; common eiders, R . Gill Photo . 
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HUMAN-ALTERED 
HABITATS 

) 

A wide variety of human-altered habitats attract 
wildlife. Though human-altered habitats may be . Jess 
aesthetically pleasing than undisturbed areas, they pr~vide 
easily accessible and predictable opportunities for viewing 
and photographing wildlife. In some cases, relatively rare 

t 

Canada geese grazing on grass near Eielson Air Force Base runway in cen
tral Alaska. N. Tankersley Photo. 

or elusive animals may be easily observed. Introduced or 
non-native animals also occur in some human-altered 
habitats. 

Some wildlife use buildings, bridges, towers, telephone 
or power lines, gravel pits, cooling ponds, cannery or 
sewage outfalls, garbage dumps, roadsides, airports, and 
agricultural fields. These human-altered habitats either 
simulate a natural habitat or provide a source of food, 
cover, or other commodity that is scarce or absent from 
surrounding areas. Zoos and fish hatcheries also provide 
wildlife-viewing opportunities. 

MAMMAL AND BIRD-VIEWING OPPOR
TUNITIES-Throughout Alaska, buildings and bridges 
often attract a variety of birds. Near open areas, Cliff 
Swallows build their hive-shaped mud nests beneath the 
eaves of buildings, beneath bridges, and on rough-surfaced 
walls protected from rain. During spring, flocks of cliff 
swallows collect mud for their nests from puddles in dirt 
parking lots, muddy fields, pond and river banks. 
American robins, barn swallows, and Say's phoebes occa
sionally nest on platforms beneath building eaves or 
bridges. Two species originally introduced to North 
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America from Europe, starling and rock dove (or pigeon), 
have spread to parts of Alaska and use buildings and 
bridges as perches and nest sites. These birds can be 
observed in Anchorage, Fairbanks, Delta, and many com
munities in southeast Alaska. 

Throughout the year, common ravens entertain 
onlookers by soaring and diving on the thermal air cur
rents created around buildings by winds and / or heating 
and cooling systems. Hawks and other birds occasionally 
join ravens in riding thermals. 

In tundra areas, buildings provide birds protection from 
incessant winds and driving rain or snow and thus attract 
vagrant songbirds like a magnet. Snow buntings and red
polls are most numerous around buildings where they nest 
in building crevices. 

Radar, communications relay, or other towers may be 
used for lookout and roosting sites by common ravens, 
osprey, peregrine falcons, great horned owls, or other rap
tors. Ravens and other predators patrol areas around 
towers to scavenge remains of the many small birds killed 
each year by flying into towers during their night migra
tions. Biologists are uncertain why so many migrating 
birds crash into towers but speculate that birds using the 
earth's magnetic field to orient at night may be confused 
by the magnetic distortions created by radar and radio 
towers. 

Telephone and power lines provide perching sites for 
swallows, American kestrels, northern hawk owls, red
tailed and Swainson's hawks, and bald and golden eagles. 
Hawks and eagles are sometimes electrocuted when lan
ding or taking off from high-voltage power lines, unless 
the lines are constructed to prevent this problem. Vegeta
tion beneath telephone and power lines is frequently mow
ed, thus maintaining a grassy or tall shrub habit~t. 
Wildlife typical of tall-shrub thickets can be observed m 
these areas. 

Throughout Alaska, gravel has been extracted from 
many areas to construct roadways, building platforms, or 
pullouts. The extraction sites, or gravel borrow pits, often 
fill with water. If fish and aquatic vegetation become 
established, borrow pits may be used as resting and feeding 
sites by migrating waterbirds. During spring and fall, bor
row pits are good places to watch for loons, grebes, 
mergansers, and diving ducks such as goldeneye, buf
flehead, and scaup. Geese and swans visit some areas. 
Waterfowl, gulls, terns, and shorebirds may nest in borrow 
pits if small islands are left in the pond and pit margins are 
shallow-sloped. Watch for mew gulls, arctic terns, red
necked phalaropes, and semipalmated plovers . 

Hawk owl on telephone pole near Fairbanks. ADF&G Photo . 

Warm water effluent from power plants is sometimes 
held in cooling ponds before it is returned to the river . 
During sub-freezing weather, cooling ponds provide the 
only open water available and may attract migrating and 
over-wintering ducks. A few mallards occasionally over
winter on cooling ponds at Eielson Air Force Base near 
Fairbanks. Mallards goldeneyes, harlequin ducks, Canada 
geese, and American dippers use cooling ponds during fall 
and winter at Ship Creek in Anchorage. 

Effluent from canneries and sewage outflows contain 
food scraps that attract gulls and a variety of other marine 
birds, including oldsquaws, harlequin ducks, scoters, 
ravens, crows, and terns. Garbage dumps attract scaveng
ing birds such as common ravens, bald eagles, gray jays, 
northwestern crows, and glaucous, glaucous-winged, her
ring and / or other gulls. Rare and unusual gulls, including 
asiatic species and hybirds, are often sighted at dumps. In 
smaller settlements, brown bears (and in northern and 
western Alaska, polar bears) may be attracted to local 
dumps. Small mammals including voles, lemmings, and 
shrews inhabit dump sites. Abundant food available at 
cannery outflows and garbage dumps often increases over
winter survival and breeding success of gulls and other 
scavengers resulting in unnaturally high populations. 

Placer mines often cause clear-running streams to 
become silt-laden, reducing use by fish and aquatic in
vertebrates, and hence use by birds and mammals. Gravel 
and sand tailings from these mines are revegetated by 
alder, willow, and birch and provide a habitat similar to 
tall-shrub thickets. Moose, snowshoe hares, golden
crowned and American tree sparrows, and other species 
typical of tall-shrub thickets may be common in these 
areas. Semipalmated plovers and spotted sandpipers may 
also occur. Bank swallows may nest in the cut banks 
created by placer mines. 

Grouse, ptarmigan, snow buntings, and various spar
rows pick up grit (small sand and gravel) along roadsides. 
During fall, spruce grouse need extra grit to digest the 
spruce needles they eat during winter and are often seen 
along roadsides. During May, in subalpine areas, male 
ptarmigan often exhibit their territorial displays along 
roadsides . Heavily used roads through pristine habitats 
may pose a barrier to migrating caribou and small mam
mals. 

Road cuts through soil banks provide sites for colonial 
nesting bank swallows to construct nesting burrows. 
Watch for their nest holes in clay .and sand road banks 
throughout Alaska. Belted kingfishers sometimes con
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struct nest burrows in road cuts near rivers or lakes. 
Repeated mowing of vegetation along roadways cre~ted 
brushy habitat that attracts moose, snowshoe hares; ·and 
other wildlife typical of tall-shrub thickets. 

Agricultural fields are good places to look during _spring 
and fall for flocks of migrating geese, ducks, cranes, 
shorebirds, and passerines . Canada and greater white
fronted geese, mallard, northern pintail, and American 
wigeon and the most frequently observed waterfowl. 
Flocks of golden plovers, dowitchers, and pectoral, 
semipalmated, and western sandpipers, so~etimes stop to 
rest and feed in wet fields. During April and May, snow 
bunting and Lapland longspur flocks visit central Alaska 
agricultural aras . Sandhill cranes rest)n agricultural fields 
during spring and fall, and a few use agricultural fields 
throughout the summer. Where fences, telephone lines, or 
trees are available for perches, watch for short-eared owls, 
northern shrikes, northern harriers, and American 
kestrels. Foxes and coyotes also hunt in agricultural areas. 
Agricultural fields near Delta, Alaska, are used by a herd 
of bison during fall and winter. 

The Alaska State Zoo in Anchorage provides oppor
tunities to see examples of captive Alaskan wildlife. See 
Section IV, Southcoastal Regional Viewing Opportunities, 
for more details on this zoo . 

Fish hatcheries have been constructed in communities 
throughout Alaska. The fish rearing process in interesting 

I 
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Above: Sandhill cranes on agricultural field. 
ADF&G Photo . 
Left: Black bears frequent dumps to scavenge 
garbage. ADF&G Photo. 

'' 

in itself and a variety of other wildlife occur around fish 
hatcheries. Belted kingfishers, great blue herons, loons, 
and mergansers are sometimes attracted by the good 
fishing prospects. 

ACCESS-One of the advantages of wildlife viewing in 
human-altered habitats is accessibility. You will find many 
of these habitats near any city, town or village, or along 
the roads connecting them. Ask local residents for direc
tions to cooling ponds, gravel pits, and road cuts with 
swallow nesting colonies or other areas of interest. The 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game maintains a grain 
field adjacent to its Fairbanks office for migratory water
fowl and sandhill cranes. During the winter, bison can be 
viewed and photographed in the Delta Junction Bison 
Range. See Section IV, Central Regional Viewing Oppor
tunities, for more details. 

CAUTIONS-Some of these habitats, especially 
agricultural fields, are on private land, and you must ob
tain permission from the landowner before visiting them. 
Be particularly cautious of wild animals around garbage 
dumps as they are often less afraid of humans or may 
associate human odors with food. Introduced animals in
habiting cities (including starlings, rock doves, house mice, 
Norway rats, and some large gulls) often carry diseases 
transmissible to humans. 
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IV. 
REGIONAL 
VIEWING 
OPPORTUNITIES 

A variety of wildlife occurs throughout Alaska, but cer
tain areas and seasons in each region offer special viewing 
opportunities. The regional guides to wildlife viewing, in 
this section, point out areas reknowned for unusual 
numbers or kinds of wildlife, and easily accessible areas 
that offer wildlife viewing opportunities. (This is not 
meant to be a complete listing of all areas suitable for 
wildlife viewing, for nearly all areas in the State would 
qualify.) 

Be sure to contact the management agency in charge 
before visiting any of the areas mentioned. (Addresses and 
phone numbers are provided.) Many of the areas have 
been set aside primarily for wildlife conservation and have 
special use guidelines to reduce human disturbance of 
wildlife. 

The second part of each regional guide is a calendar of 
wildlife activity. The calendars provide a general guide to 
seasonal wildlife events that observers may detect. Use the 
calendars to plan wildlife viewing trips or to keep aware of 
the natural events that occur around you each year. Your 
specific location and annual weather patterns may affect 
the timing of hibernation, migration, rut, and other events 
to some degree. 
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GLACIER BAY NATIONAL PARK. This park contains spectacular tidewater glaciers, fjords, and icebergs. 
Glacier Bay is a good place to see a variety of marine mammals, including humpback whales, marine birds, and 
shorebirds. More than 200 species of birds have been recorded within the park boundaries . Habitats represented in
clude: marine waters; oceanic islands, cliffs, rocky shorelines; glaciers and ice fields; tall-shrub thickets; spruce
hardwood forest; and muskegs. 

This park is located northwest of Juneau, near Gustavus. The headquarters are at Bartlett Cove. Daily scheduled 
flights are available from Juneau to Gustavus during mid-May to mid-September; with air charter from Juneau or 
Haines, year-round; and boat tours from Juneau or Gustavus, mid-May to mid-September . Glacier Bay Lodge is open 
mid-May to mid-September. Address: Glacier Bay National Park, Gustavus, AK 99826 (in season) or 312 Park Place 
Building, Seattle, WA 98101 (mid-September to mid-May). Bartlett Cove campground and backcountry camping are 
available in the park. s 

Selected Viewing Opportunities 	 Location Best Season 

Marine bird nesting colonies 	 Marble, Lone, and South May - late August 
Russell Islands uConcentrations of marine birds 	 Near Pt. Carolos, June - August 
Pt. Gustavus, and Sitaka
day Narrows T 

Waterfowl and shorebird migrations 	 Tidal flats, and Mid-April- May, 
shallow waters and August H 

Bald eagle Coastal Year-round 
Mergansers, scoters , other sea duck s Inlets, streams, Year-round E 

and lakes 
Harbor seal Ice~ergs Summer - fall 
Dall's and harbor porpoises Ba.y Summer - fall A 
Humpback whale Bay Summer - fall 
Killer whale Bay Summer - fall s 

Special regulations protect humpback whales from disturbance; boats may not approach closer than one-quarter T 
mile. Black and brown bears may be encountered anywhere on land; firearms may not be used in the park. Be 
prepared for wet weather and no firewood . Bird-nesting islands on Marble, Lone , and South Russell Islands are closed 
to foot traffic from May I to September 1. Contact: Park Superintendent, P.O. Box 1089, Juneau, AK 99802 (phone: 
907-586-7137) . 

CHILKAT STATE PARK. This park is a~;'enjoyable place to camp with spectacular glacier views across the 
Lynn Canal. Marine mammals, bald eagles, moo.se, and bears can be spotted while beachcombing or hiking along the 
coastline trail. The park includes a campground, a 6 mi/9.6 km trail, picnic areas, and 2 boat ramps. Habitats 
represented include: marine waters, rocky shoreiines, muskeg, and spruce-hardwood forest. 

The park is located at 6.7 mi / 10.8 km Mud Bay Road south of Haines. Road access is via Haines Highway from 
Alaska Highway. State of Alaska Marine Highway ferry service, scheduled air service, and bus transportation are 
available to Haines year-round. Several mot.els and hotels are available in Haines. The park contains 32 campsites and 15 
picnic areas. 

Selected Viewing Opportunities 	 Best Season 

Humpback whale Summer 
Dall's and harbor porpoises Summer 
Killer whale L Summer 
Steller's sea lion Summer 
Harbor seal Summer 
Moose Year-round 
Black bear Spring - fall 
Bald eagle Year-round 

Take precautions against unwanted bear encounters while hiking, and store food properly while camping. Do not 
disturb seals or sea lions while they are resting. Contact: Alaska State Parks, P .0. Box S, Haines, AK 99827 (phone: 
907-766-2292). 
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ALASKA CHILKAT BALD EAGLE PRESERVE. A late run of salmon in the Chilkat River attracts 
thousands of Bald Eagles to the area in late fall and early winter. This is the largest concentration of Bald Eagles in the 
world. Other wildlife associated with rivers, riparian areas, and hemlock-spruce forests can also be seen. The highway 
adjacent to the river provides easy access for viewing. The preserve is located northwest of Haines, near the village of 
Klukwan along 13-21 mi/20.9-33.8 km Haines Highway. Haines is accessible via the Alaska Highway, by bus service 
from Anchorage, the Alaska Marine Highway Ferry system, and by air service from Juneau. Several hotels and motels 
are available in Haines. State campgrounds are located at Portage Cove (2 mi/3.2 km from Haines on Beach Road; 
nonmotorized camping only), and Chilkoot Lake campground in Chilkat State Park. Private camper parks are 
available in Haines. 

Selected Viewing Opportunities Best Season 

Up to 3,500 Bald Eagles October -December 
(some year-round) 

Diving ducks Fall 
American dipper (water ouzel) Fall 
Chum and silver salmon spawning October- December 
Pink salmon spawning run July, August 
Red salmon spawning run June - August 
King salmon spawning run May, June 

Year-roundMoose 
FallBrown bear 

MENDENHALL WETLANDS STATE GAME REFUGE. This 3,600 acre/1440 ha wetland along 
Juneau's coast offers opportunities for viewing a variety of migrating birds, especially geese, ducks, swans, and 
shorebirds . This is one of the few areas in Alaska where redhead, ring-necked duck, blue-winged, and cinnamon teal 
occur. Interpretive signs, walkways, and trails aid viewers on foot; some birds can be easily seen from highway 
pullouts. The habitats represented include: coastal wetlands, riparian areas, tall-shrub thickets, and hemlock-spruce 
forest. 

This wetland is located north of Juneau near the airport along Egan Drive from 2-9 mi/3.2-14.4 km. The Lemon 
Creek pullout at 5 mi/8 km Egan Drive contains an observation platform and interpretive signs. This pullout, and the 
Sunny Point pullout at 5.5 mi/8.8 km Egan Drive, can be accessed only when heading into Juneau from the airport, or 
by turning around at Sunny Point. A well-developed trail through part of the refuge is accessed through a gate at the 
end of Radcliffe Road, off the old Glacier Highway. This trail passes the west end of the airport runway and float 
pond, then circles part of the refuge along a dike. Another trail onto the flats is located at the far west end of the 
refuge at the end of Engineer's Cutoff off the Glacier Highway. The refuge is also accessible on Douglas Island, off 
the North Douglas Highway at the crossing of Fish Creek, down a trail through a borough recreation area. Juneau is 
accessible by scheduled air service, Alaska Marine Highway ferry system, and cruise ships. Lodging is available at 
hotels and motels in Juneau (with advance reservations), and at the Alaska Youth Hostel. Nearby campgrounds in 
elude: Mendenhall Lake U.S. Forest Service campground, on Montana Creek Road off Mendenhall Loop Road, (60 
sites available June 1 to September 15); Auke Village U.S. Forest Service campground, 15.8 mi/25.3 km Glacier 
Highway, (11 sites available); and, Sandy Beach Recreation Area, 2.5 mi/4 km Douglas Highway (obtain permit for 
overnight parking of camper vehicles from Juneau Police Department). 

Selected Viewing Opportunities Best Season 

Spring, fall - winter Canada goose 
Spring, fall - winter Surface-feeding ducks 
Spring, fall - winter Diving ducks 

Trumpeter and tundra swans Spring, fall - winter 
Year-roundBald eagle 
Mostly spring, fall Shorebirds 

Rock sandpiper Winter 
Short-eared owl, northern harrier Spring - fall 
Rufous hummingbird Spring - fall 
Swallows (especially tree and barn) Spring - fall 
Warblers Spring - fall 
Arctic tern May- July 

A bird list is available from Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Juneau, and the Juneau Audubon Society. 

Park your vehicle off the highway, if viewing from the road. Avoid unnecessary disturbance of nesting birds. Pay 
attention to tidal cycles, and avoidr walking out on the mudflats near high tide. Waterfowl hunting is allowed in fall; 
check hunting regulations. Contact: Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Game Division, 230 South Franklin 
Street, Juneau, AK 99801 (phone: 907-465-4265); or Juneau Audubon Society, P.O. Box 1725, Juneau, AK 99802. 
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CHILKOOT LAKE STATE RECREATION SITE. This recreation area is 9.7 mi/15 .6 km north of 
Haines on Lutak Road, 6.1 mi/9.8 km north of the ferry terminal. View brown bears and bald eagles fishing for 
spawning pink and coho salmon July to early November. No big game hunting is allowed. State campground 
available. Contact: Alaska State Parks, P.O. Box S, Haines, AK 99827 (phone: 907-766-2292). 

MENDENHALL GLACIER- TONGASS NATIONAL FOREST. Visitor center located 13 mi/21 km 
north of Juneau at the end of Mendenhall Glacier Spur Road, via Egan Drive (Glacier Highway) and Mendenhall 
Loop Road. View mountain goats on Bullard Mountain from September through May from spotting scopes at visitor 
center. Red salmon spawn in Steep Creek near visitor center July through August. Arctic terns, gulls, bald eagles, and 
forest birds occur along trails near the visitor center. U.S. Forest Service campground nearby. Contact: Juneau 
Ranger District, Tongass National Forest, P.O. Box 2097, Juneau, AK 99803 (phone: 907-789-3111) or U .S. Forest 
Service, Alaska Region, Office of Information, P.O. Box 1628, Juneau, AK 99802 (phone: 907-586-7282) . 

ADMIRALTY ISLAND - PACK CREEK. This area is 28 mi/45 km south of Juneau by air. Access from 
Juneau or Sitka is by air charter or boat. From a viewing stand, visitors may see brown bears fishing for spawning 
pink, chum, and silver salmon; bald eagles and resident gulls are also numerous. Habitats represented include: 
hemlock-spruce forest and coastal wetlands. Primitive camping only is available. Visitors should exercise extreme cau
tion around brown bears while in this area. No brown bear hunting is permitted. Contact: Alaska Department of Fish 
and Game, Game Division, P.O. Box 3-2000, Juneau, AK 99802 (phone: 907-465-4265) . 

I 

' 
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Harbor seals . J . Schoen Photo. 

BLIND SLOUGH TRUMPETER SWAN MANAGEMENT AREA. This area is located 18 mi/29 
km south of Petersburg on Mitkof Highway. Visitors may view migratory waterfowl in April and October. Approx
imately 100 trumpeter swans regularly winter in the slough between late October and March. Black bears frequently 
occur in this area during spring (April-June). Habitats represented include: coastal wetlands and hemlock-spruce 
forest. Motel accommodations are available in Petersburg, and primitive camping is permitted on Tongass Forest 
lands. Contact: Alaska Department of Fish and Game, P.O. Box 667, Petersburg, AK 99833 (phone: 907-772-3801) or 
Tongass National Forest, U.S Forest Service, Stikine Area, P.O. Box 309, Petersburg, AK 99833 (phone: 
907-772-3841). 

STIKINE RIVER FLATS. The flats are located 25 mi/40 km southeast of Petersburg, and 4 mi/6.4 km north of 
Wrangell by air. There is access from Petersburg or Wrangell by air charter or boat, but it is difficult and limited to 
periods of high tide. Visitors may view migratory waterfowl, incluaing large numbers of snow geese, trumpeter swans, 
sandhill cranes, and shorebirds in April and October. The April eulachon run attracts large concentrations of bald 
eagles, common mergansers, and glaucous-winged, and mew gulls. Habitats represented include: coastal wetlands (ex
tensive sedge stands) with exposed tidal mudflats and hemlock-spruce forest. U.S. Forest Service cabins are available 
on the flats, for a nightly fee. Contact: Alaska Department of Fish and Game, P .0. Box 667, Petersburg, AK 99833 
(phone: 907-772-3801); or Wrangell Ranger District, Tongass National Forest, P .O. Box 51, Wrangell, AK 99929 
(phone: 907-874-2323). 

CRYSTAL LAKE FISH HATCHERY. This State hatchery is located on Mitkof Island, 18 mi/29 km by 
road, south of Petersburg. Visitors can observe the rearing process of the l million king and silver salmon, 250,000 
chum salmon, and 48,000 steelhead trout that are produced here each year. King and chum salmon spawn late in July 
to early September, silver salmon spawn from September" through November, and steelhead trout spawn in spring. 
Contact: Hatchery Manager, P. 0. Box 1088, Petersburg, AK 99833 (phone: 907-772-4772); or Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game, P.O. Box 667, Petersburg, AK 99833 (phone: 907-772-3801). 

ANAN CREEK- TONGASS NATIONAL FOREST. This area is located 30 mi/48 .2 km southeast of 
Wrangell by air. Air charter or boat access to trail. Black bears fishing for spawning pink salmon can be viewed from 
bear observatory. No black bear hunting is allowed. U.S. Forest Service cabin is available. Contact: Tongass National 
Forest, Wrangell Ranger District, P.O. Box 51, Wrangell, AK 99929 (phone: 907-874-2323). 

SITKA NATIONAL HISTORIC PARK. This park is located 0.5 mi/0.8 km south of Sitka off Lincoln 
Street. View pink salmon spawning from Indian River footbridge late August through September. Many old-growth 
spruce-hemlock bird species are present along trails. Sea ducks and seabirds occur on adjacent marine waters and 
beach. Picnic facilities are available; and camping in adjacent U.S. Forest Service campground. Contact: Sitka Na
tional Historic Park, P.O. Box 738, Sitka, AK 99835 (phone: 907-747-6281). 
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Humpback whale near Glacier Bay. J. Hauck Photo. 

ST. LAZARIA ISLAND- ALASKA MARITIME NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE. This 
island, located about 3 mil4.8 km offshore of Sitka, Alaska, is one of the largest seabird colonies in southeast. Among 
the species nesting on the island are nearly half-a-million Leach's and fork-tailed storm-petrels; thousands of common 
and thick-billed murres; and smaller numbers of rhinoceros auklets; ancient murrelets; tufted puffins; pelagic, and 
double-crested cormorants; and american black oystercatchers. Since seabirds are quite sensitive to disturbance, per
mits are required to land on the island, but the seabirds can be easily observed from a boat. Visitors that anchor their 
boats overnight near the island (during April through July) have a good chance to see and hear storm-petrels. Best time 
to visit is May through July. Charter boats, lodging, and campgrounds are available in Sitka. Contact: Alaska 
Maritime National Wildlife Refuge, P.O. Box 3~69, Homer, AK 99603 (phone: 907-266-6546). 

> 

MISTY FJORDS NATIONAL MONUMENT - U.S. FOREST SERVICE. This mountainous 
coastal area offers excellent opportunities for .viewing wildlife. Several mammals are fairly easy to see along the 
beaches and coastal wetlands including black oears, Sitka black-tailed deer, mink, and river otter. Wolves, brown 
bear, and wolverine also occur along the beaches but are rarely seen by fall and winter visitors. Mountain goats, and in 
summer, Sitka black-tailed deer using alpine areas, can be spotted from boats. When herring are spawning in the area 
(late March -early April) large numbers of goldeneye, seaters, harlequin ducks, gulls, cormorants, and other marine 
birds gather in bays of this area. Harbor seals and sea lions, also gather around these areas, and elephant seals appear 
occasionally. Killer whales, Dall's and harbor porpoises are often seen in the larger fjords, while humpback whales are 
more common along the outer coast near the southern part of the monument. Habitats represented include: hemlock
spruce forests; coastal wetlands; alpine tundra; glaciers and ice fields; lakes, rivers, and riparian areas; and marine 
waters. Access to the area is by private or charter boat or aircraft from Ketchikan. Lodging is available in Ketchikan. 
The U.S. Forest Service maintai25 14 public use cabins and 3 shelters in the area. Reservations for summer use must be 
made early. Wilderness camping is allowed in the monument. Contact: Misty Fjords National Monument, U.S. Forest 
Service, Federal Building, Ketchikan, AK 99901 (phone: 907-225-3101). 

ALASKA MARINE HIGHWAY. State-operated ferries provide weekly service to Auke Bay, Juneau, 
Petersburg, Sitka, Ketchikan, and Wrangell. These ferries primarily provide a form of transportation between towns, 
but a wide variety of marine mammals and seabirds are easily observed along the routes year-round. Killer, gray, and 
humpback whales, Steller's sea lions, seals, harbor and Dall's porpoises occur along most routes year-round. In sum
mer, routes along the outer coast pass near seabird colonies and murres; rhinoceros and Cassin's auklets; marbled and 
ancient murrelets; cormorants; and gulls are numerous . Fork-tailed storm-petrels are often seen nearshore around 
Sitka in fall. In winter, waterbirds occur nearly everywhere on the marine waters of Southeast. Marbled murrelets; 
oldsquaws; harlequin ducks; surf, black, and white-winged seaters; loons; and grebes can be easily seen along the 
ferry routes in winter. Advance reservations are needed for summer travel. Contact: Alaska Marine Highway, 1591 
Glacier Avenue, Juneau, AK 99801 (phone: 907-465-3941). 
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WINTER 


DECEMBER 
Sitka black-tailed deer are 
restricted to the coastal forest 
fringe and sometimes visit 
beaches to feed on windrowed 
kelp. Watch for them while 
traveling the Alaska Marine 
Highway. 

Moose are uncommon in 
southeast but are most easily 
spotted during winter. Look for 
them in river basins. 

In some areas, mountain goats 
move out of alpine tundra into 
old-growth forest areas during 
winter. 

Many waterbirds winter in 
southeast Alaska's coastal 
wetlands and marine waters. 
trumpeter swans, hooded 
mergansers, and American coots 
often occur in the few freshwater 
ponds and lakes that remain open 
in winter. Red-throated loons, 
horned grebes, Canada geese, 
mallards, green-winged teal, 
greater scaup, barrow's 
goldeneyes, buffleheads, and surf 
scoters use coastal wetlands dur
ing winter. Western grebes and 
Steller's eiders are uncommon 
winter visitors to these habitats. 

The Vancouver subspecies of 
Canada goose are year-round 
residents of southeast Alaska. In 
winter, large flocks gather in 
coastal wetlands. The tideflats 
near Juneau airport are a good 
place to observe them. 

JANUARY 
Mink, river otter, marten, and 
vole tracks are easy to find in the 
snow during winter. Wolf, 
wolverine, and weasel tracks may 
be found also. 

Along rocky shores and coastal 
bays, look for common, red
throated, and yellow-billed 
loons, harlequin ducks, horned, 
red-necked, and western grebes, 
scoters, goldeneyes, and olds
quaws. 

Rock sandpipers and dunlins oc
cur on rocky coasts throughout 
winter in this region. Black turn
stones, surfbirds, and american 
black oystercatchers also occur 
along the outer coast, but -are un
common. 

Watch for arctic loons, common 
murres, and marbled murrelets in 
offshore waters. Murres, mur
relets, and guillemots also occur 
in inshore waters and may be seen 
near Petersburg and at the small 
boat harbor at Douglas. 

FEBRUARY 
A few killer and humpback 
whales remain in the sounds and 
straits of southeast during winter. 
Watch for them along the Alaska 
Marine Highway. 

During winter, flocks of 
chestnut-backed chickadees, 
brown creepers, red-breasted 
nuthatches, and golden-crowned 
kinglets can often be found in 
old-growth forests. 

Watch for large flocks of red and 
white-winged crossbills and pine 
siskins feeding on the tops of 
spruce trees or flying between 
trees. 

Common redpolls, chestnut
backed chickadees, Steller's jays, 
and downy woodpeckers can be 
easily attracted to birdfeeders in 
this region. 

Bald eagles can be seen anywhere 
along the coast, throughout the 
year. 
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SPRING 


MARCH 
Steller's sea lions feed on herring 
in inshore waters and can easily 
be seen around coastal towns, in
cluding Juneau. 

Occasionally, killer whales that 
follow sea lions into shallow 
water may be observed from 
shore. Look for them around 
Juneau. 

Porcupine young are born in later 
March and early April. Though 
these animals are mostly noctur
nal they may be seen at anytime 
of day. 

Sea ducks begin their northward 
migrations. • 

Loons, grebes, mergansers, and a 
variety of sea ducks may be abun
dant around herring spawning 
areas. 

Owls establish nesting territories 
by hooting and calling during 
March. Listen for great horned 
owls calling late in the night, 
Northern saw-whet, western 
screech, and great gray owls also 
call in this season, but are rarely 
seen. 

Chestnut-backed chickadees, 
winter wrens, Steller's jays, red
breasted nuthatches, golden
crowned kinglets, and other 
winter resident birds begin court
ship singing in March. Blue 
grouse begin courtship hooting in 
forested areas in late March. 

Herring move into shallow areas 
to spawn on kelp beds . 

APRIL 
Mountain goats move to lower 
elevations to feed on the first 
green plants of spring. Look for 
them on south-facing slopes. 

Brown and black bears emerge 
from winter dens. Bears are often 
visible in old snowslide areas on 
steep mountain slopes. 

Sea otter pups may be born any 
time of year, but most are born in 
spring. Sea otters occur in a few 
places along the outer coast of 
southeast.. 

Harbor seals congregate at river 
mouths during the hooligan run. 
They can often be seen hauled 
out on sandbars and icebergs. 

White-winged crossbills. C.M. Wright Photo. 

In early April, trumpeter swans, 
Canada geese, and a variety of 
dabbling ducks move northward 
from southern areas. 

Northern pintails, blue-winged 
teal, and American wigeons ar
rive in early April. 

Blue Grouse begin hooting in spr
ing courtship. 

In late April, watch for migrant 
sea ducks and shorebirds. Bar
row's goldeneyes, surf scoters, 
black turnstones, and surfbirds 
move through in large numbers. 
Watch for uncommon migrants, 
including red-necked grebes, 
sandhill cranes, red-tailed and 
rough-legged hawks, and other 
birds of prey. Late April is a 
good time to visit the Stikine 
Flats near Petersburg. 

Bald eagles, gulls, and 
mergansers are attracted to river 
mouths where hooligan (a type of 
smelt) run. 

Bald eagles set up nesting ter
ritories. Pairs may be observed in 
old-growth forest along the coast 
and river valleys. 

Ruby-crowned kinglets arrive 
and begin singing. Hermit and 
varied thrushes and American 
robins appear in large numbers. 
Lapland longspurs, snow bun
tings, and golden-crowned spar
rows begin moving through 
Southeast. 

Hooligan (a small fish) move into 
rivers to spawn. 

Spawning herring reach max
imum concentrations in sheltered 
waters. 

Dolly varden char begin their 
seaward migration from winter
ing areas in freshwater lakes. 

Mew Gull. P.D. Arneson Photo. 
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SPRING 


MAY 
Black bears frequent grassy tidal 
flats to feed on sedges. Brown 
bears may be seen in alpine tun
dra or on tidal flats during May. 

Beaver and muskrat can be easily 
observed in early morning and 
late evening along streams and 
ponds. 

Moose begin calving. Cow moose 
with young may be encountered 
in muskegs and tall-shrub 
thickets along mainland rivers. 

Sitka black-tailed deer fawns are 
born during late May through 
June. During this period, deer 
may be seen along forest fringes 
adjacent to a beach or muskeg. 

Snowshoe hare litters are born 
during April and May. Watch for 
females with young in late even
ing and early morning in tall
shrub thickets of mainland 
southeast. 

Tufted puffins, common murres, 
pigeon · guillemots, glaucous
winged gulls, and other seabirds 
begin gathering at nesting col
onies on small islands along the 
outer coast. Seabird colonies are 
established at North Marble 
Island at Glacier Bay, at For
rester Island near Dixon En
trance, and St. Lazaria Island 
near Sitka. Murres and puffins 
can be easily observed at sea 
along the outer coast and in open 
passages. Marbled murrelets, 
pigeon guillemots, and some 
other alcids can be seen in near
shore waters throughout this 
region. 

I 

Migrant songbirds : arrive and 
begin their courtship songs . Look 
and listen for ruby-crowned 
kinglet, northern yellowthroat, 
yellow-rumped warbler, northern 
waterthrush, and varied, Swain
son's, and hermit thrushes. 

Northwestern crows, common in 
coastal communities, are vocal 
and highly territorial during 
nesting. 

Inland ponds and lakes are ex
cellent places for wildlife watch
ing. Look for Bonaparte's gull, 
horned grebe, northern pintail, 
American wigeon, northern 
shoveler, yellowlegs, and spotted 
sandpiper. 

This is the best time of year to 
look for some southeast Alaska 
specialties, including warbling 
and red-eyed vireos, Tennessee 
warbler, MacGillivray's warbler, 
American redstart, western 
tanager, brown-headed cowbird, 
and band-tailed pigeon. Most of 
these can be found in riparian 
forests along the major river 
systems on the mainland. 

Steelhead trout move into 
freshwater streams. 

Salamanders and boreal toads are 
found in muskeg ponds 
throughout the summer. 
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SUMMER 


JUNE 
Harbor seals with pups may be 
spotted on ice floes around 
tidewater glaciers. 

Humpback and killer whales are 
frequently observed in large 
sounds and straits of southeast 
throughout the summer. 

Many Sitka black-tailed deer 
move from old-growth forests to 
alpine areas for the summer 
season. 

Blue grouse with young may be 
seen in alpine areas. 

Most songbirds are nesting. 
Listen for their courtship songs 
and watch for fledged young. 

Pairs of marbled murrelets can be 
seen on coastal waters 
throughout the region. 

Most waterbirds are nesting on 
inland lakes and rivers, so fewer 
are present along the coast at this 
season. 

Young dolly varden char and 
silver salmon can be easily seen 
along the margins of most 
streams. 

Red salmon enter spawning 
streams in late June. 

JULY 
Brown and black bears fish for 
spawning salmon along rivers 
and streams. 

On rare occasions, elephant seals 
occur around Prince of Wales 
Island. 

Sea otters can be seen in kelp 
beds along the outer coast of 
southeast Alaska. Watch for 
them along the outer coast of 
Prince of Wales Island. 

AUGUST 
Throughout the summer, moun
tain goat nannies and their young 
travel in herds of lO or more 
animals. In contrast, billies 
usually travel alone or in small 
groups (2-3 animals). 

Deer can be easily seen in alpine 
and subalpine areas at dawn and 
dusk. 

Watch for rufous hummingbirds 
around flower beds and humm
ingbird feeders during June and 
July. They are attracted to 
anything bright red. 

Singing activity of passerines 
declines dramatically in early Ju
ly. Young begin fledging. 

Young woodpeckers often call 
from the nest hole, and parents 
feeding young are easy to watch. 

Some waterfowl molt their wing 
feathers in late summer. -Flocks 
of molting geese occur on some 
alpine lakes. Most ducks are 
solitary and stay well hidden dur
ing their wing molt. 

Canada geese begin reappearing 
in salt marsh areas and remain 
common through fall. 

Shorebirds enroute south begin 
passing through. Watch for pec
toral, least, semipalmated, and 
western sandpipers, greater and 
lesser yellowlegs, red-necked 
phalaropes, whimbrels, short
billed dowitchers, and golden and 
black-bellied plovers. 

Water pipits and Rosy finches 
form large flocks and can be easi
ly observed in alpine areas. 

Red salmon migrate into spawn
ing streams in peak numbers. 

Chum and pink salmon begin 
salmon runs. They can be seen at 
spawning areas near coastal 
towns. 

Red salmon are spawning in 
Steep Creek near Mendenhall 
Glacier. Viewing areas are pro
vided along the road. 
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FALL 


SEPTEMBER 
Steller's sea lions haul out on 
Benjamin Island (near Juneau) 
and other sites throughout the 
region. They can be easily observ
ed during fall and winter. 

Shorebird migration continues. 
Watch for small flocks along the 
coast, in coastal wetlands, and 
freshwater areas. 

Raptor migration is underway in 
early September. Watch for 
sharp-shinned hawks, merlins, 
and golden eagles flying along 
ridge tops in alpine areas. 

Gull migration occurs. Glaucous 
winged, herring, mew, and 
Bonaparte's gulls are numerous. 

Many sandhill cranes stop on the 
Stikine River Flats enroute south. 

Large numbers of passerines in
cluding thrushes, crossbills, pine 
grosbeaks and warblers migrate 
south through this region. Flocks 
of birds often feed on blueberries 
and mountain ash berries. 

Silver salmon begin spawning 
and may be seen in rivers along 
the coast. 

OCTOBER 
Beaver are particularly active as 
they construct winter food caches 
and renovate their lodges and 
dams. 

Moose are in rut. Bulls with large 
racks can be seen in river bottoms 
and tall-shrub thickets . 

Sitka black-tailed deer rut from 
mid-October through November. 
Bucks with full racks may be 
seen. 

Migrating snow geese, enroute to 
California, rest and feed on the 
Stikine River Flats along with 
tundra swans and Canada geese . 

Tundra swans enroute south 
often stop over on coastal 
wetlands around Gustavus, 
Juneau, and other areas . 

Oldsquaws, goldeneyes, surf, 
black, and white-winged scoters, 
harlequin ducks and other diving 
and divins and sea ducks use the 
protecting bays around most 
coastal towns during late fall and 
winter . 

Late runs of silver and chum 
salmon occur in some rivers, 
notably the Chilkat River. These 
attract bald eagles, gulls, and 
other predators. 

NOVEMBER 
Mountain goats are in rut. Billies 
wander considerable distances in 
search of females. 

The largest bald eagle concentra
tion in the world occurs along the 
Chilkat River near Haines. Peak 
numbers (thousands) occur in 

ovember. Smaller concentra- L 
tions occur along other spring-
fed streams in this region. 

Bald eagles along Chi/kat River. 
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OCEAN 
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COPPER RIVER DELTA, CHUGACH NATIONAL FOREST. This coastal area hosts a spectacular concen
tration of migrating shorebirds and waterfowl each spring, and to a lesser extent, each fall. Other birds and mammals can be 
easily seen in the area ranging from spawning salmon to brown bears. Many species can be easily seen from the Alaska Marine 
Highway ferries or from the Copper River Highway. Habitats represented include hemlock-spruce forest; tall-shrub thickets; 
lakes, rivers, and riparian areas; coastal wetlands; oceanic islands; and marine waters. 

Access to Cordova is a daily air service and bi-weekly Alaska Marine Highway ferry service from Valdez. The Copper River 
Highway connects Cordova and the Copper River Delta. A few hotels and motels are available in Cordova. U.S. Forest Service 
cabins are available in remote areas. A native owned campground is located at Cabin Lake at the end of a 2.7 mi/4.3 km road 
at 12.1 mil19.4 km (near airport) from Cordova. 

Selected Viewing Opportunities 	 Location Best Season 

Thousands to millions of shorebirds, especially 	 Mudflats of Hartney Bay Late April - May 
Western sandpiper, dunlin, and red knot 	 at Whitshed Road in Orca 

Inlet; junction 1.4 mi/2.2 
km 

Trumpeter swan 	 5.7 mi/ 9.1 km Eyak River Spring, fall until freeze
bri~ge up s 

Arctic tern, Canada geese, trumpeter swan, dabbling 10.7mi/17.2 km, turnout April - October 
ducks wiJh wildlife sign 0 
Beaver 	 10.7 mi/17 .2 km April - October u 
Brown bear 	 11.5 / 18.5 km Scott Glacier August - September T

plains 

Silver salmon spawning 	 15 mi / 18.5 km, stream by September - October H 
highway c 

Red-throated loon, mergansers, Canada goose, Alaganik Slough; junction Late April -September 
trumpeter swan, parasitic jaeger, Bonaparte's gull, at 16.9 mi/27.2 km to 3.0 0
arctic tern, short-eared owl, northern harrier, bald mi / 4.8 km along Alaganik 
eagle, harbor seal, brown bear, moose Slough Road A 
Western sandpiper, red knot, dunlin, other shor~irds 	 Alaganik Slough Late April s 

April - September 
occasionally near pond 

Boreal toad, great blue heron 	 19.5 mi/31.3 km, T 
A

Trumpeter swan broods, waterfowl, bald eagle 	 27.5 mi/44.2 km to 36.7 May to September 

mi/59.0 km on Long 
 LIsland 

Black-legged kittiwakes, common murre, tufted puf Martin Islands May- August 

fin, pelagic cormorant, American black oystercatcher 


t L 

Black-legged kittiwakes, common murre, tufted puf Wingham Island May- August 

fin, double-crested, pelagic, and red-faced cormorants 


Steller's sea lions 	 Cape St. Elias rookery Year-round 

Do not approach bears, or moose. Do not disturb nesting birds . Be aware while walking near glaciers that calving glaciers 
can cause waves as high as 6ft/2m. Tidewaters come in quickly, and it's easy to become stranded by tidal sloughs and soften
ing mud. Use great caution and pay strict attention to tide tables when traveling on the mudflats. Contact: Chugach National 
Forest, Cordova Ranger District, P.O. Box 280, Cordova, AK 99574 (phone: 907-424-7661). 
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CHUGACH STATE PARK. This mountainous park is a year-round recreation area for many Anchorage residents. A 
variety of birds, mammals, and spawning salmon can be seen along the many trails established in the park. Park rangers offer 
guided nature hikes every weekend during summer. Habitats represented include: hemlock-spruce forest; spruce-hardwood 
forest; lakes, rivers, and riparian areas; muskegs; tall-shrub thickets; alpine tundra; glaciers and ice fields. 

This park is located in the Chugach Mountains near Anchorage. Road and trail access are from Eklutna, O'Malley, and Up
per Huffman Roads, and Seward Highway. A visitor center is located at 13 mi / 30 km Eagle River Road. Many hotels and 
motels are available in the Anchorage area. Free State Pa.rk campgrounds are located at Eklutna Lake (open year-round); 
Eagle River (closed during winter); and Bird Creek (closed during winter). Backcountry camping is allowed in the park. 

Selected Viewing Opportunities Best Season 

*Beaver May- September 
*Moose Year- round 
*Dall's sheep May - September 
*Black and brown bears May - October 

Golden eagle April - September 
Rock, willow, and white-tailed ptarmigans Year- round 
Surfbirds (rare nesters) May- August 
Wheatear (rare nesters) May- August 
Townsend's solitaires (rare nesters) May- August 

*King salmon July 
*Red salmon • August 
*Can be viewed from or near visitor's center 

Take precautions against meeting bears and cow moose with calves at close range. Beware of avalanche danger in winter and 
spring. Hunting and fishing are allowed in some areas. Contact: Alaska State Parks, Chugach District, 2601 Commercial 
Drive, Anchorage, AK 99501; phone numbers: 907-279-3413 main office, or 907-694-2108 Eagle River Visitor's Center, and 
907-274-6713 for recorded message. 

POTTER POINT STATE GAME REFUGE. Potter Marsh, a 540 ac / 219 ha wetland section of the refuge, is An
chorage's most popular bird-viewing area. In spring and summer, this marsh hosts migratory and nesting ducks, geese, terns, 
and other waterbirds. Roadside pullouts allow easy viewing of many species from a vehicle. Habitats represented include: 
coastal wetlands, riparian, muskegs, and spruce-hardwood forest. 

The main wildlife viewing area (Potter Marsh) is 10 mi/16 . 1 km south of downtown Anchorage (15th Avenue and Gambell 
Street) on New Seward Highway. Bus transportation is available via public People Mover (to nearby area) or as a stop on 
charter tours. The Alaska Railroad also passes by. Many hotels and motels are available in Anchorage . Camping is available in 
nearby Bird Creek State campground; Lions' Camper Park; Centennial Park; and private campgrounds and camper parks in 
Anchorage . 

Selected Viewing Opportunities Best Season 

Tundra and trumpeter swans (uncommon) Late April - May 
Canada goose Mid-April - August 
Northern pintail, other dabbling ducks Late April -September 
Canvasback, other diving ducks Late April - July 
Red-necked phalarope Early May - July 
Horned and red-necked grebes Late April - August 
Northern harrier Mid-April -September 
Bald eagle April - October 
Mew gull Late April -November 
Arctic tern May- August 
Shorebirds May - August 
Lapland longspur Mid to late April 
Muskrats Year-round 
Pink, king (few), and silver salmon July - August 

The best way to see most birds is from a pullout. Do not disturb nesting waterfowl or migrating salmon. Use caution if walk
ing out on mudflats on eastern part of refuge coast because along the eastern coast soft mud can entrap you and rising tides 
come in quickly. Use caution near the Rabbit Creek Rifle Range which is part of the refuge. Contact: Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game, Game Division, 333 Raspberry Road, Anchorage, AK 99502 (phone : 907-344-0541). 
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ALASKA MARITIME NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE.several oceanic islands in southcoastal Alaska are 
part of this refuge. Visitors who boat near the islands may easily view seabirds and marine mammals . But permits are required 
to land on any of these islands, in order to protect the fragile colonies of nesting seabirds and sea lion rookeries. View nesting 
murres, black-legged kittiwakes, cormorants, puffins, parakeet, and rhinoceros auklets, fork-tailed storm-petrels, and other 
seabirds at the Chiswell Islands, a Steller's sea lion rookery. Barwell Island, Chiswell Islands, and Nuka Island can be reached 
by charter boat from Seward . Chisik and Duck Islands on the west side of Cook Inlet can be reached by charter boat from 
Kenai or Homer. The Barren Islands can be reached by boat or air charter from Homer. Use binoculars and spotting scopes to 
view seabirds and marine mammals from a distance. Be prepared for wet, often stormy weather. Contact: U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, P.O. Box 3069, Homer, AK 99603 (phone: 907-235-6546). 

ALASKA MARINE HIGHWAY. State owned ferries provide weekly service between Cordova, Valdez, Whitter, 
Seward, Homer, and Kodiak. One ferry travels to Dutch Harbor, 3 times each summer. These ferries are primarily a form of 
transportation between towns, but a wide variety of marine mammals and seabirds are easily observed along the routes . 
Travelers on most routes have a good chance to see sea otters, Steller's sea lions, seals, Dall's and harbor porpoises, gray, 
minkes, killer, fin, and humpback whales, horned and tufted puffins, ancient, marbled and Kittlitz's murrelets, parakeet and 
rhinoceros auklets, murres, guillemots, gulls, and bald eagles. In addition, storm-petrels, shearwaters, fulmars, albatrosses, 
and other auklets may be seen along the routes to Kodiak and Dutch Harbor. Bring binoculars and spotting scopes to get the 
best look at wildlife . U .S. Forest Service naturalists provide interpretive slideshows on most routes during summer. Advance 
reservations are necessary for summer travel. Contact: Alaska Marine Highway, P. 0. Box 2344, Anchorage, AK 99501 
(phone: 907-272-7116 or 272-4482). 

ALASKA ZOO. The zoo and sanctuary are on 20 acres of wooded land. More than 40 species of wildlife are represented, 
including snowy owl, bald eagle, trumpeter and tundra swans, wolverine, wolf, black and brown bears, moose, and muskoxen. 
The zoo is located 2.0 mi / 3.2 km east on O'Malley Road from Sewar,d Highway, Anchorage. Open 10 a .m.- 5 p.m . daily ex
cept Tuesdays . Contact: Alaska Zoo, SRA Box 1728 West, Anchorage, AK 99507 (phone: 907-344-8012) . 

AFOGNAK ISLAND- KODIAK NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE. Northwestern portion of island is in 
this refuge north of Kodiak . Charter air or boat access only . Brown bears, introduced Roosevelt elk, and mule deer roam; 
salmon spawn in various streams . Contact: Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, P.O. Box 825, 
Kodiak, AK 99615 (phone: 907-486-3325). 

A rctic Terns at Potter Marsh near Anchorage, P.D. Arneson Photo. 
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SHIP CREEK, ANCHORAGE. Mallards, common and Barrow's goldeneyes, and American dippers winter here. 
Mudflats near the port attract migrating shorebirds in spring. Watch king salmon jump a spillway in dam during June and July 
from a viewing platform. No salmon fishing is allowed. Contact: Alaska Department of Fish and Game, 333 Raspberry Road , 
Anchorage, AK 99502 (phone: 907-344-0541). 

WESTCHESTER LAGOON PARK, ANCHORAGE. View nesting arctic terns and waterfowl May through 
August. Access is via Spenard Road and West 19th Avenue to Chester Creek greenbelt and nature trail. 

FORT RICHARDSON FISH HATCHERY, ANCHORAGE. View developing stocks of rainbow trout , 
steelhead, coho, and king salmon, as well as visiting gulls, a few overwintering ducks , and rarely, ospreys and bald eagles in 
spring. Also, a platform for viewing moose has been built. Visitor center facilities are developing. Ask for directions at the 
main gate near Fort Richardson exit on Glenn Highway, 7.8 mi / 12.5 km northeast of 5th Avenue and Medfra Street, An
chorage. Contact: Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Fort Richardson Hatchery, P.O. Box 5-337, Fort Richardson, AK 
99505 (phone: 907-428-1347). 

PORTAGE GLACIER- CHUGACH NATIONAL FOREST. Chum and red salmon spawning may be viewed 
and photographed from a stand over William Creek during August and September. Beaver dams and lodges, goldeneyes, buf
fleheads, greater yellowlegs, and a variety of other birds are easy to see near the road . Mountain goats occur on the surroun
ding cliffs. Naturalists guide "ice worm hunts" on nearby glaciers during summer . This is also a good place to see moose in 
winter. Habitats represented include: coastal wetlands; spruce-hemlock forest; lakes, rivers , and riparian habitats; glaciers; 
tall-shrub thickets; and alpine tundra. This area is located along a turnoff road located at 78.9 mi/127 km Seward Highway 
(48.1 mi/77 .4 km south of Anchorage). The visitor center at the end of turnoff road is open Memorial Day through Labor 
Day. Contact: Chugach National Forest, Anchorage Ranger District, P.O. Box 10-469, Anchorage, AK 99511 (phone : 
907-345-5700). 

TERN LAKE - CHUGACH NATIONAL FOREST. Located at the intersection of the seward and Sterling 
Highways on the Kenai Peninsula. During spring and summer, nesting arctic tern , northern pintail, American wigeon, com
mon loon, greater yellowlegs, spotted and least sandpipers, black-billed magpie, and Savannah sparrow are easily viewed . 
Other birds inhabit adjacent spruce-hardwood forest and tall-shrub thickets . Moose often feed in lake or nearby ponds near 
road . Mountain goats and Dall's sheep are often visible through binoculars on steep cliffs of nearby mountains . Lodging is 
available in Cooper Landing; campground behind lake. Contact: U.S. Forest Service, Chugach National Forest, P.O. Box 
275, Seward, AK 99663 (phone: 907-224-3374) . 

COOPER LANDING (DALL'S SHEEP VIEWING AREA)- CHUGACH NATIONAL FOREST. 
View Dall's sheep and lambs on steep cliffs to north, and mountain goats on cliffs nearby. No sheep or goat hunting is allow
ed. Highway pullout and Dall's sheep sign are located at 45.6 mi/73.4 km Sterling Highway (98.6 mi/ 158.7 km from An
chorage). Motels, U.S. Forest Service cabins, and campgrounds are nearby. 

HOMER SPIT . The longest naturally formed gravel spit in the world is located at Homer on the Kenai Peninsula. This spit 
forms a protective breakwater, so many waterbirds gather in the sh6ltered waters behind the spit during winter . This is the 
most accessible place in the State to see common and Steller's eiders (the latter species is uncommon, but occurs regularly in 
winter). Common eiders nest on the spit, in addition to wintering here. Black, surf, and white-winged scoters, oldsquaw, 
loons, grebes, goldeneye, Harlequin ducks, and rock sandpipers are common to abundant in winter. During migration 
seasons, look for surfbird, black and ruddy turnstones, phalaropes, and other shore- and waterbirds. Common ravens, bald 
eagles, and northwestern crows are easy to see year-round, but especially during winter. Look for harbor seals and Dall's por
poise near shore. Access along Alaska Route 1 in Homer. Lodging is available in Homer, and camping is allowed on the spit 
and nearby campgrounds for limited periods. Be prepared for wind , cold weather, and rain year-round. Contact: Game 
Biologist, Alaska Department of Fish and Game, P.O. Box 234, Homer, Alaska 99603 (phone: 907-235-8191). 

KENAI FJORDS NATIONAL PARK. View loons, marbled and Kittlitz's murrelets, pigeon guillemots, puffins , 
shearwaters, cormorants, bald eagles, murres, auklets, waterfowl, sea otters, Steller's sea lions, harbor seals, porpoises, and 
other marine mammals in Aialik Bay and surrounding waters. Look for mountain goats, moose, and black bear near Exit 
Glacier, accessible off the Seward Highway via a 6.5 mi/10.4 km dirt road followed by a 2 mi/3.8 km hike. The only access to 
the coastal areas of the park are via boat or float plane charter from Seward or Homer . The Alaska Marine Highway passes by 
the park, but does not stop, enroute between Seward and Homer. Lodging and campgrounds are available in Seward and 
Homer. Do not attempt glacier travel unless properly equipped and trained. Boat travel should be attempted only in a seawor
thy vessel with an experienced guide. Contact: Superintendent, Kenai Fjords National Park, P .0. Box 1727, Seward, AK 
99664 (phone: 907-224-3874). 
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WINTER 


DECEMBER 
Some mammals are easier to 
detect in winter than in other 
seasons because their tracks are 
visible in snow. Look for tracks 
of wolf, fox, marten, mink, and 
river otter. 

Sitka black-tailed deer are often 
forced onto beaches and the 
forest fringe by heavy snows. In 
severe winters, deer are 
sometimes forced to feed on kelp 
washed up by storm tides and 
many die of starvation. 

Along rocky shores of this 
region, watch for rock sand
pipers, dunlins, surfbirds, black 
turnstones, and American black 
oystercatchers. Some accessible 
rocky coasts occur at Homer 
Seward, Valdez, Kodiak, and 
Yakutat. 

Nearshore marine waters are used 
by a variety of overwintering 
waterbirds. Common and 
Steller's eiders, common and 
Barrow's goldeneyes, oldsquaws, 
and black, white-winged, and 
surf scoters are most common. 
Also, gadwalls, arctic, common, 
and red-throated loons, red
breasted mergansers, pnd red
necked grebes may occur. Homer 
and Kodiak are among the best 
accessible locations to see these 
wintering birds. 

Bald eagles, common ravens, 
northwestern crows, and 
glaucous-winged, mew, 
Bonaparte's, and herring gulls 
forage over mud and tidal flats 
during winter. 

Fish processing plants at Cor
dova, Seward, and Yakutat 
operate year-round. The cannery 
outflows attract thousands of 
gulls. 

JANUARY 
Moose in tall-shrub thickets and 
early succession forest habitats 
are easy to spot as deciduous 
trees and shrubs are bare of 
leaves. 

In forested areas, boreal and 
chestnut-backed chickadees, red
breasted nuthatches, magpies, 
gray and Steller's jays, and hairy, 
downy, and three - toed 
woodpeckers visit birdfeeders. 

Bald ea~les, ravens, crows, 
magpies •. and gulls often feed on 
deer that have died along 
beache&-; or dead fish and marine 
mammals that have washed 
ashore . 

In some winters, tens of 
thousands of pine siskins, 
crossbills, and redpolls over
winter. Huge flocks feed in the 
treetops of hemlock-spruce 
forests. 

FEBRUARY 
Harbor seals and sea lions occur 
nearshore and inshore waters L c 
year-round througout this region. c 
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Many glaucous-winged and mew 
gulls, black-legged kittiwakes, 
murrelets, murres, and other 
alcids winter in offshore waters 
and may be observed from the 
Alaska Marine Highway between 
Kodiak and any mainland port. 

Common ravens begin pairing 
off in late winter. Their courtship 
antics and varied vocalizations 
can be enjoyed anywhere in this 
region. 
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SPRING 


MARCH 
Sitka black-tailed deer are often 
forced onto coastal beaches by 
snow accumulation at higher 
elevations in Prince William 
Sound and on Kodiak Island. 

Mountain goats often move to 
forests at low elevations when 
snow accumulation is high. Occa
sionally they may be seen near sea 
level from the Alaska Marine 
Highway. 

Many resident birds begin court
ship and establish nesting ter
ritories. Listen for drumming 
woodpeckers and the melodious 
songs of pine grosbeaks and 
chickadees. 

Great horned, northern saw
whet, and boreal owls begin 
hooting at night more frequently. 

Snow buntings arrive. Look for 
them in open habitats including 
tundra, marshes, and agricultural 
fields. 

Redpolls, grosbeaks, and 
woodpeckers continue to visit 
birdfeeders, but gray jays and 
chickadees become scarce as they 
begin nesting. 

APRIL 
Brown bears emerge from dens. 

Dall's sheep herds move to lower 
mountain slopes. 

Gray whales pass through the 
Gulf of Alaska enroute to sum•., 
mer feeding grounds in the Ber
ing Sea. They feed in shallow 
water and can often be seen from 
promontories of land as well as 
from boats. Watch for their 
spouts offshore along the outer 
coast. 

Spruce grouse begin drumming 
and calling in early morning and 
late evening in spruce-hardwood 
forests. 

Golden eagles, gyrfalcons, and 
other raptors begin to drift nor
thward in early April. 

Ptarmigan begin their cackling 
courtship displays in alpine tun
dra. 

Most waterfowl and shorebird 
migration occurs between 25 
April and 20 May. Watch for 
Canada and greater white
fronted geese, northern pintails, 
western sandpipers·, red knots, 
dunlins, least sandpipers, and 
short and long-billed dowitchers, 
in coastal wetlands from Yakutat 
through Prince William Sound. 
Spectacular movements and stag
ing concentrations occur in many 
areas. About 20 million birds 
pass through the Copper River 
Delta area alone . 

Pacific herring spawn on kelp 
beds in inshore waters during late 
April and May. 
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SPRING 


MAY 
Black bears emerge from dens 
and feed on fresh, green vegeta
tion in subalpine areas. Scan 
hillsides carefully. In late May, 
sows with cubs may be spotted . 

Belukha whales enter river 
mouths where hooligan are 
spawning. Look for them along 
Turnagain Arm and at the mouth 
of the Kenai River at Kenai . 

Hoary marmots emerge from 
hibernation . Their long whistled 
calls can be heard in alpine areas. 

Sea lions are concentrated at 
rookery sites to pup and breed. 

Moose cows with calves frequent 
roadside areas, particularly 
muskeg and tall-shrub thickets . 

Dall's sheep with lambs and 
mountain goats with kids occur 
on steep rocky cliffs throughout 
the region. 

The first migrant songbirds arrive 
in early May. Listen for the loud 
songs of ruby-crowned kinglets, 
harmonic buzz of varied 
thrushes, and trills of dark-eyed 
juncos. 

Coastal wetlands and inland 
freshwater habitats are inundated 
with waterbirds . Red-necked 
grebes, arctic, common, and red
throated loons, northern pintails, 
northern shovelers, American 
wigeons, red-breasted and com
mon mergansers, trumpeter 
swans, and Canada geese are 
numerous. Arctic terns, and 
mew, and Bonaparte's gulls also 
arrive. 1 

Black-legged kittiwakes, 
glaucous-winged gulls, tufted 
puffins, common murres, pigeon 
guillemots, and double-crested, 
red-faced , and pelagic cor
morants return to nesting col
onies on offshore rocks and 
islands. 

Listen for the courtship "win
nowing" of common snipe in 
muskeg and freshwater habitats. 

Thousanps of fish-eating birds 
(including gulls, cormorants, 
scoters,. oldsquaw, mergansers, 
and loons) gather around herring 
spawning areas. 

In late May , a westward passerine 
migration occurs along snow-free 
alpine ridges. 

Gray jays and common ravens 
fledge their young in mid- to late 
May, just as other birds begin 
nesting. 

Large numbers of ruddy and 
black turnstones, surfbirds, 
whimbrels, wandering tattlers, 
and lesser golden and black
bellied plovers migrate nqr
thward and often stop along 
rocky coasts. Varied thrushes, 
and savannah, fox, white
crowned and golden-crowned 
sparrows also frequent this 
habitat in spring. 

In May and early June, tens of 
thousands of pelagic birds pass 
through the offshore waters of 
the Gulf of Alaska. Watch for 
albatrosses and tremendous 
flocks of shearwaters in offshore 
waters. Shearwaters sometimes 
occur in nearshore waters during 
severe storms. 

Hooligan migrate into rivers to 
spawn. 

Wood frogs begin chorusing 
around bogs and lakes. Their 
calls sound like quacking ducks. 
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SUMMER 

JUNE 
Harbor seals with pups are com
mon on ice floes in many bays 
and fjords. They can be seen near 
the Columbia Glacier . 

Dall's sheep ewes and lambs form 
large bands that are easy to spot 
on grassy alpine slopes. 

Beavers and muskrats are active 
in late evening and early morn
ing. 

Songbirds continue singing as 
egg-laying and incubation occur. 
Alder flycatchers, bank 
swallows, and blackpoll, yellow, 
and Wilson's warblers arrive dur
ing early June. 

This is the best month to view 
many alpine birds. Water pipits, 
horned larks, redpolls, and 
longspurs sing in alpine areas. 
Willow, rock, and white-tailed 
ptarmigan begin nesting. 

Listen for the haunting calls of 
common and arctic loons along 
lakes, and ponds throughout the 
region. 

Most seabirds are incubating eggs 
or raising chicks during June and 
July . This is the best time to view 
seabird rookeries. Black-legged 
kittiwakes, tufted puffins, com
mon murres, pigeon guillemots , 
and other species may be observ
ed on oceanic islands. 

Dabbling ducks begin hatching 
young . Watch for mallard, nor
thern pintail, and northern 
shoveler with young. Other 
waterfowl, including trumpeter 
swans and Canada geese, are in
cubating eggs. 

Many fish processing plants start 
up. Thousands of glaucous
winged, mew, herring, and 
Bonaparte's gulls are attracted to 
the outflows . 

JULY 
Belukha whales follow spawning 
salmon up large rivers. The 
mouth of the Kenai River and 
Turnagain Arm are good places 
to look for these white whales. 

Brown and black bears frequent 
salmon spawning streams. Their 
tracks and sign can be easily 
found. 

Minke, humpback, and killer 
.,, whales as well as Dall's and har

bor porpoises frequent Prince 
William Sound. 

Arctic and Aleutian terns are 
feeding young. Look for them in 
coastal and freshwater wetlands. 

Swallows and shorebirds begin 
southward migration in mid
July. 

Kittiwakes, puffins, guillemots, 
and auklets are carrying food to 
their young, which remain in 
nests during July . Common 
murre chicks leave their-nests and 
swim to sea with their parents 
during mid-July. 

Red and chum salmon begin their 
spawning runs. Red salmon can 
be seen jumping falls along the 
Russian River on the Kenai 
Peninsula. 

Boreal toads and wood frogs can 
often be located during summer. 

AUGUST 
Harbor seals prey on 
anadromous fish and swim into 
large river mouths. 

Singing voles begin building food 
storage piles. Look for haypiles 
in grassy alpine meadows, then 
sit quietly to listen for the voles. 

Beavers begin storing food for 
winter and repairing their lodges. 
They are most active in early 
morning and late evening. 

Shorebird migration continues. 
Juvenile shorebirds often migrate 
separately from adults . Watch 
for migrant flocks along coastal 
wetlands and rocky shores. 

Peak songbird migration occurs 
from mid-August through mid
September. Watch for flocks of 
warblers, sparrows, and 
thrushes. Some flocks contain 
several species. Chirping and 
chittering can sometimes be 
heard at night, when large flocks 
pass overhead. 

Raptor migration begins during 
late August. 

Bald eagles, glaucous-winged 
gulls, and fish-eating waterbirds 
are common along streams where 
they feed on spawned out 
salmon. 

Silver salmon runs begin 
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FALL 


SEPTEMBER 
On Afognak Island, elk begin 
bugling to establish territories 
and attract females. 

Sea lions begin moving around 
between colonies. Sea lion pups 
often form gangs and frolic 
around haul-out areas. 

Harbor seals shed their pelage 
and frequently haul out during 
this month; they are particularly 
sensitive to disturbance. 

Hoary marmots enter hiberna
tion during late September and 
October. 

Moose begin rut in mid
September. Males with huge 
antler racks often spar with each 
other. Keep a safe distance away 
as bulls are unpredictable during 
rut and may be dangerous. 

Raptor migration reaches a peak . 
Watch for bald eagles, northern 
harriers, and sharp-shinned 
hawks. A steady movement oc
curs along Turnagain Arm near 
Anchorage and over the Copper 
River Delta. Watch for hawks 
along alpine ridges and passes, 
also. 

Peak waterfowl migration occurs 
during mid-September to mid
October. Severe storms offshore 
frequently cause waterfowl to 
pile up along the coast before 
migrating over the Gulf of 
Alaska. In some years, tens of 
thousands stage at the mouths of 
coastal rivers, notably.ll: he Martin 
and Bering Rivers on:the Copper 
River Delta. 

Sandhill crane migration occurs 
throughout the month , usually 
peaking in late September. Over 
half a million cranes have been 
recorded passing over the Copper 
River Delta in just a 5-day 
period. 

Fork-tailed storm-petrels occur in 
nearshore waters of Prince 
William Sound and may be seen 
along the Alaska Marine 
Highway routes . Occasionally 
birds are also seen at the heads of 
bays and inlets of this region. 

American black oystercatchers 
begin flocking together. Flocks 
of 5-30 birds are sometimes 
observed. Watch for them along 
rocky coasts. 

OCTOBER 
Brown and black bears enter dens 
and winter dormancy. 

Hundreds of Bohemian wax
wings flock together and feed on 
the berries of mountain ash and 
chokecherry. Some large concen
trations occur in downtown An
chorage .. 

; 

In some years, mass movements 
of crossbills and pine siskins oc
cur during October. Watch for 
large flocks, particularly in con
iferous forests. 

Arctic and common loons are 
numerous along the coast. 

Trumpeter and tundra swans are 
among the last birds to depart 
during fall . Adults with gray 
cygnets can often be seen. Large 
concentrations of swans occur in 
some coastal marshes. 

NOVEMBER 
Dall's sheep and mountain goats 
rut in alpine areas during this 
ntonth. Dall's sheep rams may be L 
seen fighting occasionally. 

Weasels and snowshoe hares are 
in winter pelage. When snows are 
late their white coats are easy to 
spot. 

Sitka black-tailed deer begin rut 
in November. They occur on 
several islands in Prince William 
Sound and on Kodiak Island. 

Arctic loons often form tight ag
gregations of hundreds of birds 
in inlets and bays of the region. 

Northwestern crows often drop 
mussels onto rocks in order to 
break the hard shells. This 
behavior can be observed 
anytime of year. 

Seaters, oldsquaws, eiders, 
goldeneyes and other diving 
waterbirds occur along the coast 
in protected inshore waters. 
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Moose are easy to spot in most of central Alaska. N . Tankersley Photo. 
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DENALI NATIONAL PARK AND PRESERVE. The park takes its name from the Indian name for Mount 
McKinley, "Denali" meaning "The High One." This 20,320 ft/6194 m peak is surrounded by pristine terrain that hosts a 
variety of wildlife. Denali is an excellent place to view and photograph moose, caribou, brown bear, red fox, and lucky visitors 
may glimpse a wolf or lynx. Willow ptarmigan are easily viewed along the park road, especially during their courtship displays 
in May. Many nesting shorebirds and Alaskan bird specialties such as arctic warbler and wheatear can be observed during June 
and July. Habitats represented include: rivers, lakes, and riparian areas; spruce-hardwood forest; muskegs; tall-shrub thickets; 
moist and alpine tundra; and glaciers and ice fields. 

The park is located 273 mi/439 km north of Anchorage and 120 mi/193 km south of Fairbanks on the George Parks 
Highway. Access to the park is by car, tour bus, railroad, and scheduled light plane service. During summer, access through 
the park is by free shuttle bus and concession-operated tour buses. There are restrictions on private vehicles. Commercial dog 
sled tours and ski access are available in winter. 

Several hotels, motels, and lodges are located in and near the park; these are open late May through mid-September. Ad
vance reservations are recommended. A youth hostel is located near the train depot in the park. The park has 6 campgrounds, 
but these are often full during summer, and are registered on a first-come, first-served basis at Riley Creek Information 
Center. Several private campgrounds are located near the park boundary off the Parks Highway. Backcountry, primitive cam
ping is allowed with a free permit. A walk-in campground near the hotel area has limited space. 

Selected Viewing Opportunities Best Season 

Dall's sheep May - October 
Moose Year-round 
Caribou June - August 
Brown bear May - September 
Wolf Year-round 
Beaver May - September 
Arctic ground squirrel May - September 
Pika, marmot June - August 
Willow ptarmigan courtship Mayc Long-tailed jaeger June- August 
Wheatear, rosy finch, water pipit June - August 
Golden eagles, other raptors May- August·III E 
Lesser golden plover, surfbird, and other shorebirds June - AugustIll 

N 
 Arctic warbler June - August 


"' Loaded firearms are prohibited in the park. Take precautions to avoid bear encounters. Contact: Superintendent, Denali 
~~· T National Park and Preserve, P.O. Box 9, McKinley Park, AK 99755 (phone: 907-683-2294). 

'~ CHENA RIVER RECREATION AREA. Spawning salmon, nesting waterfowl, beavers, muskrats, bald eagles,... R,,, yellowlegs, and American dipper occur along rivers in this State park~ Moose, black bears, red foxes, porcupines, squirrels, 

spruce grouse, Townsend's warblers, boreal chickadees, great horned owls, and forest wildlife occur in forests. Alpine areas
A can be reached by 6 mi/9.6 km hike on Granite Tors Trail (trailhead at 39 mi/62.7 km Chena Hot Springs Road) or Angel 

Creek Thirtymile Loop Trail (trailhead at 51.5 mi/82.9 km). Pikas, marmots, ptarmigans, lesser golden plovers, surfbirds,
L lapland longspurs, water pipits, horned larks, and golden eagles occur. Habitats represented in this park include: rivers, lakes, 

and riparian areas; spruce-hardwood forest; and alpine tundra. 

This park is accessible year-round along Chena Hot Springs Road 26-51 mi/42-82 km, off the Steese Highway north of Fair
banks. Lodging is available in Fairbanks, Chena Hot Springs, and Angel Creek. Campgrounds are located at 38.9 mi/62.6 km, 
40.5 mi/65.2 km, and 45.4 mi/73.1 km Chena Hot Springs Road. 

Selected Viewing Opportunities Best Season 

Cow moose with calves Late May - August 
King, and chum salmon spawning July - August 
Black bears August - September 
Waterfowl May- August 
Alpine birds June - July 
Bald eagles May- August 

Take precautions to avoid unwanted encounters with black and brown bears. Be prepared for rain in summer and frequent 
severe cold in winter. Contact: Alaska Division of Parks, 4418 Airport Way, Fairbanks, AK 99701 (phone: 907-479-4114). 
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TETLIN NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE. This refuge hosts abundant nesting waterfowl and other waterbirds 
including some species that are rare in Alaska (ring-necked duck, redhead, mountain bluebird, blue-winged teal, and red
winged blackbird). Habitats represented include: rivers, lakes, and riparian areas; tall-shrub thickets; muskegs; and spruce
hardwood forest. Located near the Canadian border on the south side of the Alaska Highway. Access into the refuge is by foot 
or canoe, only. However, many waterbirds typical of the refuge can be viewed at nearby Yarger Lake Campground, at the air
port ponds in Northway, and along the highway near Scotty Creek. 

Selected Viewing Opportunities Best Season 
Scaup, other diving ducks June- August 
Blue-winged teal, other dabbling ducks June - August 
Red-necked grebes, arctic, and common loons June- August 
Yellowlegs, Bonaparte's gulls June- August 
Black and brown bears May- September 
Moose Year-round 
Snowshoe hares Year-round 
Beavers, muskrats April - October 
Red-winged blackbirds May- August 

Topographic maps are recommended for ventures off the highway into the refuge. Contact: Refuge Manager, Tetlin Na
tional Wildlife Refuge, P.O. Box 155, Tok, AK 99780 (phone: 907-883-5312). 

WRANGELL- ST. ELIAS NATIONAL PARK AND PRESERVE. This majestic mountain park offers op
portunities to see a variety of wildlife including caribou, Dall's sheep, moose, wolves, bears, bison, goats, seals, bald eagles, 
and a wide variety of other birds. Habitats represented include: hemlock-spruce forest; muskeg; spruce-hardwood forest; tall
shrub thickets; alpine tundra; glaciers and ice fields; and coastal wetlands. 

This park is located in the southeastern portion of central Alaska. It extends from the Copper River to the Canadian border 
and from Yakutat Bay on the Gulf Coast to the Me.ntasta Mountains. Primary road access via the Glenn and Richardson 
Highways, converts to secondary gravel roads as you enter the park at Chitina (off the Richardson Highway) and Slana (off 
the Tok Cutoff). Other access is by charter aircraft to remote gravel airstrips and lakes; by boat or raft on rivers; and by 
horseback and foot. As with other areas of Alaska, off-road travel requires a full appreciation of terrain conditions and 
careful study of available routes . Rustic accommodations are available in Kennicott, McCarthy, Chisana, Ptarmigan Lake, 
Solo Creek, and near Nabesna . Motels and lodges are available in Glennallen, Gakona, Tok, Valdez, Copper Center, and 
Yakutat. The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) maintains campgrounds at Liberty Falls near Chitina and Sourdough. 
State of Alaska campgrounds are at Dry CJ;eek near Gulkana and Tolsona Creek. Backcountry camping is allowed in the park 
and preserve . 

Selected Viewing Opportunities Best Season 
t L 

Bison Year-round 
Dall's sheep May - September 
Caribou (occasionally, Slana to Nabesna) November - April 
Moose Year-round 
Furbearers Year-round 
Waterfowl (Chitina area) May- August 
Waterfowl (Coastline) March- June 
Seals (Yakutat and Icy Bay) May - September 
Goats May - September 

Plenty of food, proper clothing, and survival gear are essential for backcountry travel. Take precautions against unwanted 
bear encounters. Avoid travel on glaciers and crossing rivers unless you are experienced and equipped to do so. Contact: 
Superintendent, Wrangell- St. Elias National Park and Preserve, P .0. Box 29, Glennallen, AK 99588 (phone: 907-822-5235). 
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KENAI NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE. This refuge was originally established to protect moose and other big 
game habitat, but is also a home for nesting loons, swans, geese, ducks, and a variety of other water- and landbirds. Canoe 
routes and hiking trails are established. Habitats represented include: coastal wetlands; rivers, lakes, and riparian areas; 
muskegs; spruce-hardwood forest; alpine tundra; glaciers and ice fields. 

This refuge occupies a large portion of the Kenai Peninsula and is bisected by the Sterling Highway. Secondary access roads 
are Skilak Lake Loop Road, Swanson River Road, Swan Lake Road, and Funny River Road. Good access is also available 
along river trails and by float plane to certain lakes. However, some lakes are closed to float planes to protect wildlife. Lodging 
is available in Cooper Landing, Soldotna, Sterling, and Kenai. Campgrounds and camper parks are located in Cooper Lan
ding, Sterling, Soldotna, and Kenai. Refuge campgrounds are located along Skilak Lake Loop Road, Swanson River Road, 
Swan Lake Road, and other parts of the refuge. Backcountry camping is allowed in the refuge. 

Selected Viewing Opportunities Location Best Season 
Trumpeter and tundra swans, Watson and Eevook Lakes Late April
other waterfowl Lower Moose River October 

Common and arctic loons; Lakes on refuge June - August 
red-necked and horned grebes; canoe system 
other waterfowl; shorebirds; 
beaver, muskrat 

Dall's sheep, hoary marmots, Emma Lake (boat and 	 July - August 
white-tailed ptarmigaq 	 foot access) 

Mountain goats Green Lake (fly-in) 	 July - August 

Red salmon (jumping falls) Russian River 	 Mid-June- mid
August 

Moose concentration 	 Sunken Island Mid-December 
Lake Road mid-February 

Forest songbirds Headquarters Trail, May- June 
Soldotna 

Black bears Kenai Mountains 	 Spring and Fall 

Wherever you camp, take precautions against unwanted encounters with bear and moose. Bring insect repellent. Be sure to 
check with refuge headquarters regarding floatplane use in the refuge. Boaters on Skilak and Tustemena Lakes should beware 
of sudden, strong winds. Contact: Refuge Manager, National Wildlife Refuge, P.O. Box 2139, Soldotna, AK 99669 (phone: 

•.,,.. 907-262-7021). 

KENAI RIVER FLATS. This river delta offers excellent viewing of migrating ducks, geese, swans, and cranes in spring. 
Huge flocks of snow geese stop here briefly, in late April, enroute to nesting grounds in Siberia. Northern pintails, mallards, 
American wigeons, Canada and greater white-fronted geese, sandhill cranes, and other waterbirds can be viewed in late April 
through May. Viewing from roadside pullouts on the Bridge Road into the town of Kenai. Lodging available in Kenai and 
Soldotna; campgrounds available in nearby Kenai National Wildlife Refuge. Contact: Alaska Department of Fish and Game , 
P .O . Box 3150, Soldotna, AK 99669 (phone: 907-262-9368). 

FORT KENAY OVERLOOK. This overlook of the mouth of the Kenai River provides an excellent place to look for 
belukha whales. Large pods often swim near the river mouth and up into the river in pursuit of fish. The whales occur in spr
ing, summer, and fall, but the best time to look is at high tide during April and May. Glaucous-winged, mew, and herring 
gulls, red-throated loons, jaegers, shorebirds, and swallows can often be seen here in summer. The overlook is located at the 
end of Bluff Street in the town of Kenai. Contact: Alaska Department of Fish and Game, P.O. Box 3150, Soldotna, AK 99669 
(phone: 907-262-9368). 

BODENBURG CREEK. View red salmon spawning mid-August through mid-September near an interpretive sign. No 
salmon fishing is permitted. The site is located 5.3 mi / 8.5 km southeast of Palmer on the Old Glenn Highway. Contact: Alaska 
Department Department of Fish and Game, Sport Fish Division, 333 Raspberry Road, Anchorage, AK 99502 (phone: 
907-334-0541). 
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Common loon with chick on lake in Kenai National 
Wildlife Refuge. W.A. Lehnhausen Photo . 

NANCY LAKE RECREATION AREA. This 22,685 acre/ 9180 ha area features lakes, streams, and bogs in a 
lowland spruce-hardwood forest. In summer, look for nesting waterfowl, arctic and common loons, red-necked grebes, 
ospreys, northern hawk owls, bald eagles, and spawning red salmon. Year-round residents include: moose, beavers, brown 
and black bears, red foxes, squirrels, porcupines, snowshoe hares, woodpeckers, chickadees, pine grosbeaks, owls, ravens, 
and redpolls . Tulik Trail, a 1 mi/1.6 km self-guided nature trail, is located off the Nancy Lake Parkway. The area is located 31 
mi/50 km west of Palmer off of the George Parks Highway. Lodging is available in nearby towns; campgrounds and back
country camping are available in the area. Contact: Chief Ranger, Nancy Lake State Recreation Area, P .0. Box 116, Willow, 
AK 99688 (phone: 907-495-6273). ·· 

SHEEP MOUNTAIN GLENN HIGHWAY. Look for Dall's sheep on mountain slopes from the highway. This 
special viewing area is closed to Dall's sheep and mountain goat hunting . In addition to these species, wildlife typical of spruce
hardwood forest, riparian areas, and alpine tundra occur in the vicinity. Located along 107-123 mi / 172-198 km on the north 
side of the Glenn Highway. Gravel airstrip at 114 mi/183 km. Contact: Alaska Department of Fish and Game, P.O. Box 47, 
Glennallen, AK 99588 (phone: 907-822-3461). 

CREAMER'S FIELD MIGRATORY WATERFOWL REFUGE. This site is most renowned for the 
thousands of ducks and geese that stop here from mid-April to mid-May, each year. Part of this 1770 acre/716 ha area was 
once a dairy farm and is still sharecropped to provide food for migratory waterfowl in spring. snow buntings, Lapland 
loflgspurs, Canada and greater white-jronted geese, sandhill cranes, northern harriers, short-eared owls, lesser golden plovers, 
and pectoral sandpipers are common during spring migration. Flycatchers , swallows, thrushes, kinglets, and sparrows occur 
May through September. Owls, woodpeckers, chickadees, common ravens, jays, grosbeaks, redpolls, crossbills, moose, red 
foxes, snowshoe hares, red and flying squirrels, voles, and shrews are year-round residents. A 2 mi/3.2 km nature trail offers a 
good chance of seeing moose, forest birds, and some waterfowl; trail guidebook is available. Located adjacent to the Depart
ment of Fish and Game office in Fairbanks, on College Road. Lodging and campgrounds are available in Fairbanks; no camp
ing is allowed in the refuge. Contact: Alaska Department of Fish and Game , 1300 College Road , Fairbanks, AK 99701 (phone: 
907-452-1531). 

FAIRBANKS AIRPORT PONDS. During spring migration, local birders check these ponds often in search of new 
arrivals. Greater yellowlegs, spotted sandpipers, mew, herring, and Bonaparte's gulls, loons, grebes, dabbling, and diving 
ducks occur regularly, and many nest here. Other bird species turn up irregularly May-October . The ponds are located adja
cent to the parking lot of Fairbanks International Airport. 
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Left: Singing vole. H. Melchior Photo . 

Right: Ermine new Kenny Lake in central Alaska. L. Johnson Photo. 


WHITE MOUNTAINS NATIONAL RECREATION AREA. This area offers good opportunities for viewing 
wildlife typical of spruce-hardwood forest, muskeg, and alpine tundra. Moose, brown and black bear, Dall's sheep, caribou, 
lynx, fox, wolf, and wolverine occur. Good chances, during June and July, to see alpine nesting shorebirds and passerines. 
Summer vehicle access is available on U.S. Creek Road that leaves the Steese Highway at 58 mi / 93.3 km. This road extends in 

•.,,. 7mi/11.2km to Nome Creek; the White Mountians Recreation area lies along the north side of the road . Year-round access is 
possible from the Elliot Highway. The White Mountains Summer Trail (19 mi/30 .6 km) begins at 28 mi/45 km; no motor 
vehicles or horses are allowed on this trail. Winter access is provided at 23 mi / 37 km Elliot Highway, where the White Moun
tains Winter Trail starts. Good snowpack in most years provides excellent conditions for cross-country skiing , snowmobiles, 
and dog-mushing. Emergency shelter cabins provided at 10 mi/16 km intervals on the winter trail. A public use cabin is 
available at end of trail terminus at Beaver Creek National Wild River. Contact: Yukon Resource Area Manager, Bureau of 
Land Management, P .0. Box 1150, Fairbanks, AK 99707 (phone: 907-356-2025). 

PINNELL MOUNTAIN NATIONAL RECREATION TRAIL. This rugged, 27 mi/43.4 km hiking trail ex
tends between Twelve-Mile Summit and Eagle Summit, northeast of Fairbanks. These areas are among the most accessible ex
amples of northern alpine tundra in this region. Alpine tundra wildlife are easily observed along the trail, and near the road 
around the trailheads, particularly at Eagle Summit. Excellent chances, in summer, to view ptarmigan, Lapland longspur, 
water pipit, horned lark, lesser golden plover, wandering tattler, surfbird, wheatear, Baird's sandpiper, and gyrfalcon. Pikas, 
marmots, caribou, wolves, red foxes, and singing voles occur. Trailheads are located on Twelve-Mile Summit at 85 mi/136.8 
km, and Eagle Summit at 107 mi/172.2 km on the Steese Highway. The Steese Highway is not plowed in winter, so access is 
limited to late spring through early fall. No motorized vehicles or horses are allowed on the trail. Lodging is available in Fair
banks, Chatanika, and Circle Hot Springs. A few campgrounds are available along the Steese Highway and backcountry cam
ping is allowed along trails . Recreation shelters are provided on trail at 10 mi/16 km and 18 mi/29 km from Eagle Summit 
Trailhead. Be prepared for mosquitoes or cool windy weather. Contact: Yukon Resources Area Manager, Bureau of Land 
Management, P. 0. Box 1150, Fairbanks, AK 99707 (phone: 907-356-2075). 
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WINTER 


DECEMBER 
Bison occur in the Delta Bison 
Range and adjacent areas. 

Northern flying squirrels may 
visit established birdfeeders. 

Resident winter birds are most 
abundant in forested areas. Red
polls and pine grosbeaks may 
visit birdfeeders in larger 
numbers than in previous mon
ths. 

JANUARY 
Look for tracks of marten, fox, 
hare, and lynx in snow in spruce
hardwood forest and along 
streams. 

Northern flying squirrels and red 
squirrels sometimes visit bird
feeders . 

Look for flocks of redpolls in 
alder thickets. 

Black-capped and boreal 
chickadees, three-toed, hairy, 
and downy woodpeckers, pine 
grosbeaks, gray jays, •and red
polls visit established birdfeeders. 

Mallards, common mergansers, 
bald eagles, and other birds may 
overwinter around spring-fed 
lakes and streams. Clearwater 
Lake near Delta is one of the few 
accessible lakes that remain open 
through winter in this region. 

FEBRUARY 
Furbearer tracking is still ex
cellent. 

Squirrels continue to visit bird
feeders. Red squirrels begin pair
ing off. 

As the weather warms, voles and 
shrews may venture above the 
snow. Look for their tracks near 
carcasses and birdfeeders. 

Caribou occur along the Parks 
Highway near Healy. 

Common ravens begin pamng 
off and make courtship displays In late February, chickadees 
and interesting vocalizations. begin singing and searching for 

nest sites. 
Chickadees, woodpeckers, 
grosbeaks, and redpolls still visit 
birdfeeders. 
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SPRING 
MARCH 
Moose frequent lowland muskegs 
and tall-shrub thickets. Moose 
sometimes concentrate in groups 
of 3-30 animals in willow thickets 
along rivers. 

Lynx breeding season. It's 
sometimes possible to hear them 
yowling at night in spruce
hardwood forest areas, par
ticularly along rivers. 

Watch for flocks of ravens and 
jays to locate carcasses where 
tracks and sign of fox, marten, 
lynx, and wolf may be found. 

Porcupine bear their young. 
Spruce bark is the porcupine's 
primary winter food. Look for 
tree trunks with peeled off bark. 

Downy, hairy, and three-toed 
woodpeckers begin drumming 
and searching for nest sites in 
forest habitats. 

Boreal and great-horned owls call 
during the night in spruce
hardwood forests. 

Snow buntings-the first sign of 
spring-return from wintering 
areas. Watch roadsides, open 
fields, and alpine areas. 

Migrating ptarmigan, sometimes 
in flocks of hundreds, occur 
along river valleys and mountain 
passes. 

Blackfish are often visible around 
open holes (muskrat push-ups or 
ice-fishing holes) in ice or stag
nant ponds. Signs of otter or 
mink are common around holes 
where they've been feeding on 
black fish. 

APRIL 
Hares begin to breed; they often 
run about in daylight or twilight. 
Watch most habitats for tracks 
and sit quietly in an area where 
hare sign is evident. 

Dall's sheep may occur at lower 
elevations where they seek out the 
first green vegetation of spring. 
Dall's sheep rams often travel in 
large herds in spring. Watch for 
sheep in the alpine and subalpine 
zones of mountains with rocky 
slopes and cliffs. 

Brown bears emerge from hiber
nation-caution is particularly 
important during this season. 

Northern hawk-owls begin call
ing from the tops of spruce trees, 
snags, and powerlines near 
forests. 

Ptarmigan begin cackling on ter
ritories in alpine tundra. 

Ruffed and spruce grouse begin 
courtship drumming and displays 
in forests. 

Migrating ducks and geese arrive 
in mid-to-late April. Watch the 
skies, grain fields, lakes, and 
rivers throughout the upper 
Tanana River valley. Late April 
is a good time to visit Creamer's 
Field Migratory Waterfowl 
Refuge at Fairbanks and Clear
water Lake near Delta. 

The major spring movement of 
hawks-buteos, accipiters, 
eagles, falcons, and harriers oc
curs in late April. Watch for 
them flying along ridges, river 
valleys, open areas, and 
overhead. Sawmill Road near 
Delta (Mile 1403 Alcan Highway) 
and anywhere along the moun
tains between Delta and Tok are 
good places to look. 

Wood frogs and boreal toads 
begin chorusing in ponds, dit
ches, and streamsides in late 
April. 

Juvenile chum and king salmon 
emerge as fry and may be seen in 
the eddies of clear-running rivers, 
including the Chena and Salcha 
Rivers. 
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Upper left: J . Schoen 
Lower left: Wood frog. R.P. Hodge Photo. 

Right: Three-toed woodpecker. P.D. Arneson Photo. 


MAY 
Watch ponds and streams for 
beaver rebuilding dams and 
gathering fresh vegetation for 
their young. Many occur along 
the Alaska Highway between the 
Canadian border and Fairbanks . 

Caribou begin calving and may 
be visible anywhere along the 
Taylor Highway. 

Muskrats begin forming pairs . 
Listen for their squeaky vocaliza
tions around lakes and ponds. 

River otters are frequently 
observed moving along streams 
and rivers this time of year. 

Migrating cranes pass over Tok 
and Big Delta from 1-10 May. 
Over 200,000 migrate through 
that area. Watch for cranes in 
fields and open areas throughout 
the region. 

Mign;tting tundra and trumpeter 
swans often occur on lakes and 
ponds throughout this region. 

In early May, sharp tail grouse 
display on leks (courtship sites) in 
muskeg and early succession 
forest. 

Geese and ducks continue to ar
rive and diving duck migration 
begins. Watch for canvasbacks, 
buffleheads, common and Bar
row's goldeneyes, and redheads 
in rivers, streams, and lakes. 

Listen for the first songbirds. 
varied thrushes, dark-eyed jun
cos, and ruby-crowned kinglets 
begin singing in forested habitats. 

Lapland longspurs migrate 
through, sometimes in flocks of 
thousands. Watch open areas , 
fields, and alpine locales. 

Oldsquaws, harlequin ducks, and 
white-winged and surf scoters 
migrate through in mid-to late 
May. 

Shorebird migration begins
watch open fields and wet 
meadows for lesser golden 
plovers, long-billed dowitchers, 
and semipalmated, baird's pec
toral, least, and western sand
pipers. 

Listen for the warbling song of 
American dippers (water ouzel) 
along lakes and fast-flowing 
streams. 

Willow ptarmigan are still giving 
courtship displays in alpine tun
dra. 

Listen for common snipe win
nowing in muskegs and along 
lakes and rivers. 
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SUMMER 

JUNE 
Beaver continue refurbishing 
their lodges-watch for them in 
late evening and early morning in 
ponds and sloughs. 

Watch for mountain goat nannies 
with young on steep cliffs and 
alpine areas in Talkeetna Moun
tains. 

Watch for black bears with cubs, 
around ponds, potholes, and 
sloughs in lowland areas. 

Moose calves are born. Watch 
for cows with calves along road
sides, in muskeg, tall-shrub 
thickets, and old burns. 

Bison summer along the Delta 
River. They can be observed 
from Mile 242 on the Richardson 
Highway. 

This is a good month to search 
out pikas, marmots, and arctic 
ground squirrels in alpine tundra. 

Most songbirds sing throughout 
June and are easier to locate and 
observe than during other times 
of the year . Listen for warblers, 
sparrows, thrushes , flycatchers, 
and waxwings. 

Alder flycatchers, western wood 
peewees, and bank swallows ar
rive in early June. 

Visit tundra sites to hear and see 
courting shorebirds and alpine 
songbirds. 

Red-winged blackbirds can be 
found in cattail marshes in the 
Tanana River valley. 

Loons wail in late evening and 
early morning, from lakes 
throughout this region . 

Most birds are nesting-watch 
for broken wing and other 
distraction displays, aggressive 
behavior, and recently fledged 
young. Yellow warbler. K. Fran cisco Photo . 

JULY 
Bison can still be seen from Mile 
242 on the Richardson Highway . 

Black and brown bears frequent 
salmon streams to catch spawn
ing salmon and feed on carcasses. 

Pika start to collect dry grass for 
winter. Watch for their haypiles 
in rocky alpine slopes. 

Berries begin ripening in late Ju
ly, so bears start to frequent 
berry patches. Watch for them in 
tall-shrub thickets and old-burn 
areas. 

Young grebes, waterfowl, 
shorebirds, and grouse have hat
ched. They travel and feed with 
their parents. Loons, grebes, and 
mergansers often carry young on 
their backs. 

Junco, sparrow, and most other 
songbird young may be indepen
dent of their parents. Thrushes 
and flycatchers may be just fledg
ing young, however. 

Swallows begin flocking together 
and leave the region. Watch for 
large flocks along rivers, streams, 
and open areas. 

Red salmon spawn in streams in 
more southern areas of central 
Alaska, including the Copper 
River. 

Tiny, young arctic grayling swim 
in shallow stream margins. 

AUGUST 
Brown and black bears frequent 
berry patches and salmon 
streams. 

Little brown bats feed near forest 
openings and over fields in late 
evening. 

Red squirrels begin frantically 
storing spruce cones and 
harvesting mushrooms. 

Loons are still feeding young. 

Bald eagles congregate along 
salmon spawning streams. 

In late August, spruce grouse 
begin frequenting streamsides, 
lake shores, and roads in early 
morning to secure grit for the 
coming winter. 

Spawning chum and king salmon 
may be observed in the Chena 
and Salcha Rivers along any of 
the highway crossings on Chena 
Hot Springs Road. 
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In fall moose rut and are commonly seen near the 
road in Denali National Park. S. Dubois Photo . 

SEPTEMBER 
Moose are near rut-watch for 
males with large racks. This is a 
good time to visit Denali Na
tional Park to watch moose. 

Watch for caribou along the 
Taylor Highway during August 
and September. The entire Forty
mile Caribou Herd passes 
through this area enroute to 
wintering grounds. 

Pikas are easiest to locate in 
September. They become ter
ritorial and protect their haypiles 
from other pikas, frequently 
scolding and chasing each other. 
Look for them in alpine tundra at 
Eagle Summit, and near Tangle 
Lakes on the Denali Highway. 

Arctic ground squirrels fatten up 
in preparation for winter hiber
nation. 

Rap tor migration is underway. 
Watch for hawks along ridges 
and alpine passes. Some good 
viewing can be found on the 
ridges b~iween Delta and Tok. 

Large flocks of American robins 
and Bohemian waxwings gather 
in b -erry-producing trees, 
especially mountain ash and 
chokecherry. 

Watch for flocks of migrating 
' 	 shorebirds and passerines. 

Unusual birds are often sighted 
this time of year. 

Trumpeter and tundra swans 
begin staging. Watch for family 
groups and flocks in lakes and 
ponds in tall-shrub thickets and 
lowland forest areas . 

Thousands of sandhill cranes 
migrate south through Big Delta 
and Tok enroute to the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

Sharp-tailed grouse form large 
flocks in muskeg and lowland 
spruce forests with berry
producing shrubs. 

Sharp-tailed grouse . L. Johnson Photo. 
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FALL 


OCTOBER 
Dall's sheep rams are in pre-rut. 
Watch alpine slopes and rocky 
cliffs for herds and for aggressive 
behavior by rams . 

Caribou begin rut and migrate to 
wintering areas. Watch for 
caribou along the Taylor 
Highway. 

Ptarmigan move down from Chum salmon spawn in the 
alpine areas into subalpine and mouth of the Delta River . 
brushy lowlands. 

Silver salmon spawn in the Delta 
Spruce grouse frequent roadsides Clearwater River and Clearwater 
to pick up sand and gravel for Lake. 
grit. 

NOVEMBER 
Dall's sheep are now in rut. 
Watch for large herds in alpine 
areas and on rocky cliffs. 

Bison occur in the Delta Bison 
Range. They may be easy to 
photograph now. 

Bald eagles, gulls, and other 
scavengers concentrate around 
streams where salmon are still 
spawning . 

Only resident winter birds remain 
in numbers. Chickadees, gray 
jays, and woodpeckers frequent 
birdfeeders. 

Late chum and silver salmon runs 
occur in some areas of the region 
(see above) . 
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The islands of southwestern Alaska are home to most of Alaska's 
seabirds. Man y species, including endemic red-legged kittiwakes, can be 
seen on the Pribilof Islands. R.H. Day Photo . 

PRIBILOF ISLANDS, ALASKA MARITIME NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE. The Pribilof u Islands host 191 species of birds. St. Paul is one of the best places to see Alaska's colorful cliff-nesting seabirds. About 
800fo of the world's northern fur seal population breeds on these islands. The islands are rocky and rugged, but can be T visited and enjoyed in relative comfort. Habitats represented include: marine waters: oceanic islands and rocky 
shorelines; coastal wetlands; moist and alpine tundra. 

H Selected Viewing Opportunities Best Season 

w Northern fulmar 	 May- August 
Red-faced cormorant May- August 

Red-legged and black-legged kittiwakes May- August
E Comon and thick-billed murres May- August 

Parakeet, least, and crested auklets May- August
s Tufted and horned puffins May- August 

Asiatic birds 	 May, June, September 

T 	 Northern fur seal rookery May - October 

Reindeer Year-round 

Arctic fox (blue phase) Year-round 


Weather is frequently foggy, windy, and rainy. Bring warm clothing and rain gear and be prepared for travel delays. 
An extensive network of cinder roads makes this a good place to bicycle, but you must bring your own bike. Contact: 
Alaska Exploration Holidays, 838 West 4th National Wildlife Refuge, Anchorage, AK 99501 (phone: 907-276-6876), 
or, Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge, P.O. Box 3069, Homer, AK 99603 (phone: 907-265-6546). 
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McNEIL RIVER STATE GAME SANCTUARY. McNeil is an excellent place to photograph brown bears 
at close range in a controlled, safe manner. Permits, required to visit during peak season (July 1 - August 25) are 
limited and issued by a lottery drawing held in May. An Alaska Department of Fish and Game employee is stationed 
at the sanctuary during peak season and escorts visitors to the falls daily . In addition to bears, visitors may view 
spawning salmon and a variety of birds. Habitats represented include: river and riparian area; coastal wetlands; 
marine waters; rocky shorelines; and tall-shrub thickets. 

Selected Viewing Opportunities 

Brown bear concentrations 
Red foxes 
Chum salmon at falls 
Bald eagles 
Common murres 
Double-crested cormorants 

Best Season 

July - mid-August 
Year-round 
July -August 
May - September 
May- August 
May- August 

Bring rain gear, hip boots, and extra food. Take precaution's to avoid unwanted bear encounters. Contact: Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game, Game Division, P.O. Box 37, King Salmon, AK 99613 (phone: 907-246-3340). 

IZEMBEK NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE. Izembek is an important waterfowl resting and nesting 
area. Most of the Pacific population of Brant (about 150,000 birds) stop at the eelgrass beds each spring and fall. Most 
of the world's population of emperor geese and Steller's eiders stop there each fall, and some winter in the area. Other 
migratory waterfowl and shorebirds are abundant during spring and fall. Habitats represented include: barrier island
lagoon; coastal wetlands; moist and alpine tundra; riparian areas; tall-shrub thickets; and glaciers. 

The refuge is located near the tip of the Alaska Peninsula; access is by scheduled air service from Anchorage to Cold 
Bay followed by air charter or vehicle rental from Cold Bay . Vehicle access from Cold Bay is via old military roads. 
One hotel is open year-round in Cold Bay. Wilderness camping is allowed on the refuge. 

Selected Viewing Opportunities 

Brant (abundant) 
Emperor goose (abundant) 
Steller's eider (common) 
Canada goose (common) 
Tundra swan (uncommon) . 
Northern pintail, other dabbling ducks 
Arctic and Aleutian terns 
Harlequin duck 
Oldsquaw 
Gyrfalcon 
Willow and rock ptarmigan 
Rock sandpiper 
Other shorebirds 
Rosy finch, snow bunting 
McKay's bunting' 
Brown bear 
Caribou 
Salmon spawning (4 species) 
Red fox 

Best Season 

May, September- October 
May, fall -winter 
Fall - winter 
September - October 
Year-round 
Late August - October 
Summer 
Year-round 
October - April 
Year-round 
Year-round 
Year-round 
August - September 
Year-round 
Winter 
May - November 
Fall - winter 
Summer 
Year-round 

Be prepared for cool, wet, and very windy weather. Take necessary precautions against encounters with brown 
bears. Contact: Refuge Manager, Izembek National Wildlife Refuge, Pouch 2, Cold Bay, AK 99571 (phone: 
907-532-2445, Monday thru Friday, 8 to 5). 
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KATMAI NATIONAL PARK AND PRESERVE. Katmai is an excellent place to see brown bears, 
especially while they are fishing for red salmon in mid- to-late summer. A bear viewing platform at Brooks River Falls 
~near lodge and campground) is planned. Katmai also hosts a variety of other wildlife which can be enjoyed while hik
~ng or when on a tour drive. Habitats represented include: marine waters; cliffs, and rocky shorelines; spruce
ar~wood forest; rivers, lakes, and riparian areas; tall-shrub thickets; alpine tundra; volcanic ash deposits; and 

glac1ers. 

Selected Viewing Opportunities Best Season 

Brown bear (fishing) July - October 
Sockeye salmon (jumping falls) July, August 
Beaver April - August 
Wolf Year-round 
Moose Year-round 
Tundra swan April 
Arctic tern May - September 
Bald eagle May - September 

S Av~id unwanted bear encounters by being careful with food, and using caution while fishing or hiking. Contact: 
upenntendent, Katmai National Park and Preserve, P.O. Box 7, King Salmon, AK 99613 (phone: 907-246-3305). 

McNeil River State Game Sanctuary offers a unique 
experience to view brown bears. P.D. Arneson 
Photo. 
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KODIAK ISLAND. Kodiak Island is reknowned for the large brown bears, sometimes called Kodiak bears, that 
live there. A wide variety of other terrestrial and marine mammals live on Kodiak and surrounding islands and water. 
Among the most unique wildlife to be observed are: a population of introduced elk; the world's largest harbor seal 
rookery, one of the largest sea lion colonies in Alaska, and excellent chances to view unusual waterbirds including: 
emperor goose, Steller's and king eiders, Aleutian tern, and seabirds. Habitats represented include: oceanic islands, 
cliffs, and rocky shorelines; coastal wetlands; marine waters; moist and alpine tundra; tall-shrub thickets; lakes, 
rivers, and riparian areas. 

Kodiak Island can be reached by commercial jet or the Alaska Marine Highway. Air or boat charters are needed to 
reach many good viewing areas on Kodiak and surrounding islands. Kodiak Island National Wildlife Refuge, located 
on the southwest portion of Kodiak Island and on Afognak Island, is accessible by these means. Lodging is available 
in the town of Kodiak. Cabins are available, with reservations, on the National Wildlife Refuge. Wilderness camping 
is allowed on the island. 

Selected Viewing Opportunities Best Location Best Season 

Brown bear (fishing) Kodiak NWR July, August 
Mule deer Alpine areas Mid-July to early 

September 
Red fox, river otter ---- Year-round 
Elk Alpine on Afognak or July to 

Raspberry Is. early September 
Reindeer Ayakulik 'River Flats Year-round 
Harbor seal Middle, and Kalsin Bays Year-round 
Sea lion Chiniak ,Rocks, Marmot Year-round 

Is. 
Sea otter Shuyak Is., Afognak Is . Year-round 
Gray whale Narrow Cape, Cape 

Chiniak April, May 
Minke whale Spruce Cape, and Summer 

Fort Abercrombie 
Dall's, and harbor Along road system and Year-round 

porpoises charter boat 
Killer whale Charter boat Year-round 
Black-legged Kittiwakes; Chiniak Bay; charter boat May- July 
tufted and horned puffins; 

Middle, Kalsin, and Year-round 
Common murre rookeries; 
American black oystercatcher; Chiniak Bays 
arctic and aleutian terns ---- May- August 
Red salmon (spawning) ---- July - August 
Emperor goose Bays along road system Fall - winter 
Oldsquaw; Steller's, king, 
and common eiders 

Take precautions against unwanted encounters with bears, especially along streams in mid-summer. Be prepared for 
cool, wet, and windy weather. Contact: Refuge Manager, Kodiak Island National Wildlife Refuge, P.O. Box 825, 
Kodiak, AK 99615 (phone: 907-487-2600); or Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Game Division, P.O. Box 686, 
Kodiak, AK 99615 (phone: 907-486-4791). 

ATTU ISLAND, ALASKA MARITIME NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE. Attu is a treeless 
island at the extreme western end of the Aleutian Islands chain, near the international dateline. Access is by air charter 
or by special arrangement with lf.s. Coast Guard aircraft. View arctic fox, sea otter, whales, and a variety of North 
American and Asiatic birds along coastal habitats. The best bird-watching opportunities occur during May, June, and 
September. Good access around the island by bicycle (bring your own) on military runway and roads. Stormy weather 
is common. No lodging available; primitive camping only. Contact: Refuge Manager, Aleutian Islands Unit, Alaska 
Maritime National Wildlife Refuge, Box 5251, NA VSTA, FPO Seattle, WA 98791. Bird-watching excursions to Attu 
are run by Attours, 4529 Columbia, Lincolnwood, IL 60646; and, Wings, Inc., 974 Northeast Harbor, ME 04662 
(phone: 207-276-5077). 
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WINTER 


DECEMBER 
During winter, moose move to 
riverbottoms and foot hills to 
feed on willows and other 
browse. 

Wolves, wolverines, and red 
foxes are easier to spot in winter 
against a background of white 
snow. Look for their tracks along 
rivers, ridges and coastal areas, 
especially after a fresh snowfall. 

A variety of sea ducks winter in 
ice-free bays throughout this 
region. King, common, and 
Steller's eiders, white-winged and 
surf scoters, oldsquaws, and 
Harlequin ducks are common. 

Common and red-breasted 
mergansers, Barrow's golden
eyes , buffleheads, tundra swans, 
and American dippers use ice
free streams throughout winter . 

Some unusual Eurasian birds, in
cluding whooper swan, tufted 
duck, and smew, occur every 
winter in this region. 

JANUARY 
On Kodiak Island, Sitka black
tailed deer are often forced into 
coastal beach fringe forest by 
heavy winter snows at higher 
elevations . 

The entire world population of 
emperor geese winters along the 
Aleutian Islands. 

Watch for northern hawk owls 
sitting in the tops of spruce trees 
and along powerlines in forested 
areas. 

In forested areas, black-capped 
and boreal chickadees, common 
redpolls, gray jays, downy 
woodpeckers and black-billed 
magpies visit birdfeeders and can 
be easily observed. 

FEBRUARY 
The Alaska Peninsula caribou Flocks of snow buntings, rosy During January, smelt begin run
herd begins migrating from finches, and occasionally ning in large rivers. 
wintering to calving areas during McKay's buntings can be seen in 
February . Scattered bands may tundra areas. These birds also 
be observed on tundra flats in visit birdfeeders around Cold 
land from the Bering Sea coast. Bay. 
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Most of the world's emperor geese winter in 
southwest Alaska. J . Faro Photo. 



SPRING 

MARCH 
Belukha whales are occasionally 
seen at mouths of some large 
rivers. 

· Sea otters occur in bays on 
Kodiak Island, along the south 

· side of the Kenai and Alaska 
Peninsulas, and along the north 
side of Unimak Island to 
Izembek Lagoon, and near 
Adak. They can be seen in any 
month. 

Snow buntings return in large 
flocks. Look for them in open 
habitats, tundra fields, around 
towns, and coastal areas. 

Large numbers of king eiders ap
pear along the coast in prepara
tion for spring migration to arctic 
Canada. 

Common ravens begin building 
nests. Watch and listen for their 
aerial courtship antics and unique 
calls. 

Bald eagles return to their nesting 
territories and can be seen 
anywhere along the coast or ma
jor rivers. 

APRIL 
Belukha whales follow smelt runs 
up several rivers. they can be 
regularly observed 15 miles up 
the Naknek River at King 
Salmon. They have been record
ed over 500 miles inland along 
other rivers. 

Brown bears emerge from hiber
nation during April and May. 
They feed on grasses and sedges 
in moist tundra and coastal 
wetlands during this season. 

Male walrus begin hauling out at 
established areas including 
Round Island in the Walrus 
Islands State Game Refuge and at 
Cape Seniavin on the Alaska 
Peninsula. 

Arctic ground squirrels emerge 
from hibernation. They may be 
seen in tundra areas of the 
mainland. 

An impressive northward migra
tion of gray whales occurs 
through Unimak Pass. 

Spring bird migration intensifies 
as brant, snow, emperor, and 
greater white-fronted geese pass 
through in large numbers. 

Tundra swans return to the 
region in large numbers. Look 
for them along the coast and ice
free wetlands. Large flocks of 
tundra swans gather along the 
Neknek River and near the King 
Salmon airport. 

Listen and watch for the aerial 
display ("winnowing") of com
mon snipe around marshes and 
muskegs. 

Many Eurasian species turn up in 
this region during spring. Among 
those occurring regularly: smew, 
tufteq ,' duck, falcated teal, 
garganey, Eurasian wigeon, com
mon pochard, Steller's sea eagle, 
eye-browed thrush, Siberian 
rubythroat, white wagtail, and 
red-throated pipit. 

Herring move into nearshore 
waters to spawn. 

Arctic ground squirrel. ADF&G Photo. 

MAY 
Moose calves are born in tall- ,: 
shrub thickets and muskegs. 

Sitka black-tailed deer fawns are 
born on Kodiak Island. 

Steller's sea lions begin pupping 
at established rookery sites on 
rocky coasts. 

Spring migration continues. 
Migrant shorebirds and water
fowl are abundant. 

Seabirds arrive at their nesting 
colonies. Large rafts of puffins, 
murres, and auklets can be easily 
observed around offshore 
islands. Black-legged and red
legged kittiwakes begin occupy
ing cliff ledges. 

Most songbirds arrive. In forests 
and tall-shrub thickets, listen for 
the melodious songs of American 
robins; varied, hermit, and gray
cheeked thrushes; orange
crowned, yellow, and black poll 
warblers. Northern water
thrushes, redpolls, Savannah, 
white-crowned, golden-crowned, 
fox, and song sparrows are also 
common. 

King salmon begin running in 
major rivers. 
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JUNE 
Belukha whales frequently VISit 
the mouths of major river 
systems in Bristol Bay (especially 
the Kvichak and Nushagak 
Rivers) to feed on migrating 
salmon. 

Caribou calving occurs in wet 
tundra areas in late May and ear
ly June. They are particularly 
sensitive to disturbance during 
calving. In late June, caribou 
cows with calves begin con
gregating in tundra areas. 

Harbor seals begin pupping at 
established rookery sites along 
rocky coasts. 

Killer whales may be observed 
nearshore at any time of year, but 
often visit seal and sea lion 
rookeries to prey on pups. during 
summer. 

JULY 
Several thousand walrus haul out 
on Round Island in the Walrus 
Islands State Game Refuge. 

On the Pribiloff Islands, nor
thern fur seals begin pupping. 

Brown bear can often be seen 
fishing for salmon below falls or 
riffles where migrating salmon 
are concentrated. 

AUGUST 
Caribou begin migrating to their 
wintering areas. 

Brown bears begin feeding more 
heavily on berries, but fishing ac
tivity also peaks at some salmon 
streams. 

Beavers begin renovating their 
lodges and storing food for 
winter. 

This is the best month to vist the 
spectacular seabird rookeries of 
this region . Puffins, murres, 
auklets, and kittiwakes begin egg
laying and incubation. Several 
seabird species that occur 
nowhere in the world but Alaska 
and Siberia can be seen including: 
red-legged kittiwake, crested, 
least, parakeet, and whiskered 
auklets, red-faced cormorant, 
Kittlitz's murrelet, and Aleutian 
tern. The Pribiloff Islands (part 
of the Alaska Maritime National 
Wildlife Refuge) and Walrus 
Islands State Game Refuge are 
the most accessible viewing areas 
in this region. 

Most songbirds continue to sing 
during egg-laying and incuba
tion. 

Listen for the eerie calls of com
mon, arctic, and red-throated 
loons on inland lakes. 

Most female dabbling ducks are 
incubating eggs and may be rare
ly seen . Males begin molting dur
ing late June and become 
flightless. They are hard to 
observe as they hide in the vegeta
tion along pond margins. 

Flocks of sooty and short-tailed 
shearwaters arrive in Bristol Bay 
after migrating from their nesting 
grounds in Chile, Australia, and 
New Zealand. Individual flocks 
may contain millions of birds . 

Waterfowl broods are a common 
sight in freshwater and coastal 
wetlands. 

Southward migration of 
shorebirds begins. Small flocks 
may appear in wetland areas. 

Arctic char move into rivers. 

Waterfowl begin congregating in Silver salmon begin spawning. 
preparation for fall migration. 

Brant begin arriving in Izembek 
Lagoon where they feed on 
eelgrass prior to migrating south. 

108 



FALL 

SEPTEMBER 
Harbor seals shed their coats and 
haul out in large numbers along 
the coast during late August and 
September. They are especially 
sensitive to disturbance at this 
time. 

Moose, caribou, and deer begin 
rubbing the velvet off their 
antlers by rubbing them against 
trees and shrubs. 

Large concentrations of water
fowl occur in coastal wetlands . 
Virtually the entire Pacific 
population of Brant passes 
through Izembek Lagoon near 
Cold Bay . 

Peak concentrations of molting 
Steller's eiders occur in Izembek 
Lagoon during September. 

Sandhill cranes migrate through 
this region in large numbers. Im
pressive movements can be 
observed along the coastal 
lowlands of eastern Bristol Bay. 

Sharp-tailed sandpipers, from 
Asia, visit southwestern Alaska 
before migrating to South Pacific 
islands for winter. Look for them 
in freshwater and coastal 
wetlands . 

OCTOBER 
Caribou begin rut. Males often 
display aggressive behavior. 

Snowshoe hares and weasels turn 
white as winter approaches. 

As Bristol Bay freezes up, most 
waterbirds disperse. Most ducks, 
geese, and swans migrate to more 
southern areas along the Pacific 
Coast of North America . 
However, emperor geese and 
many sea ducks move westward 
out the Aleutian Islands chain or 
east into the Gulf of Alaska. 

Snow geese flocks migrate south 
along the north coast of the 
Alaska Peninsula enroute from 
staging areas on the Yukon
Kuskokwim Delta. 

h1 late October and early 
November, brant leave Izembek 
Lagoon in a massive exodus for a 
nonstop flight across the Gulf of 
Alaska to coastal California and 
Mexico . 

Caribou occur in moist tundra habitats ofsouthwest 
Alaska. A . Sowls Photo . 

Brant, emperor and Canada 
geese, Steller's Eiders, and nor
thern pintails congregate in 
Izembek Lagoon near Cold Bay. 

Birds of prey frequent Cold Bay 
and other coastal areas to hunt 
waterfowl. Look for ,gyrfalcon, 
peregrine falcon , and -bald eagle. 

NOVEMBER 
Most brown bears dig winter dens 
and enter a period of dormancy. 

Walrus males leave Round Island 
to join females in the Bering Sea 
pack ice. 

On Kodiak Island, deer begin rut. 

In winter, seabirds move off
shore and into passes between the 
Aleutian Islands. Auklets, puf
fins, murres, kittiwakes , eiders, 
oldsquaws, and scoters may be 
seen by any who venture into the 
turbulent seas . 

Ptarmigan congregate in large 
flocks along riverbottoms and 
tundra areas where willow and 
dwarf birch are plentiful. 
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NOATAK NATIONAL PRESERVE. The remote Noatak area can be enjoyed by backcountry adventurers. 
A river trip on the designated Wild and Scenic Noatak River is a popular way to visit this mostly treeless wilderness. 
Many large mammals, raptors, waterbirds, and some Asiatic bird species occur. Habitats represented include: wet, 
alpine, and moist tundra; tall-shrub thickets; and lakes, rivers, and riparian areas. 

Noatak Preserve is located 350 mi/565 km northwest of Fairbanks, near Kotzebue. Scheduled air service is available 
to Kotzebue and Bettles, but one must travel by charter aircraft; or, from Kotzebue, by charter aircraft or riverboat. 
Hotels are available in Kotzebue and Bettles, but advance reservations are recommended during the summer. 
Wilderness camping is allowed in the preserve. 

Selected Viewing Opportunities Best Season 

Caribou Spring, fall 
Brown bear May - September w 
Wolverine Year-round 
Wolf Year-round E 
Arctic fox (lower Noatak) Late fall - winter 
Red-throated and arctic loons June - August s 
Tundra Swan May- August 
Red-breasted merganser May- August T
Rough-legged hawks, Gyrfalcon May- August 
Phalaropes, dowitchers, dunlin, plovers, and sandpipers May- August 
Yellow wagtail, arctic warbler June - August E 

Be prepared for insects, bears, and cool rainy weather which may cause air charter delays. Summer temperatures R 
rarely reach 85"F/29"C. Contact: Superintendent, Northwest 4\,.laska Areas, P.O. Box 287, Kotzebue, AK 99752 
(phone: 907-442-3890). ,- N 
WALRUS ISLANDS STATE GAME SANCTUARY. Round Island, one of the Walrus Islands, is a 
popular place to see and photograph a large concentration of bull walruses during summer. Gray whales are easily 
observed during their spring migration . Murres, tufted and horned puffins, kittiwakes, and other seabirds can be seen. 
Access is difficult and expensive, and controlled by permit. Habitats represented include: marine waters, oceanic 
islands and rocky shorelines, moist and alpine tundra. The sanctuary is located in Bristol Bay, 65 mi/105 km west of 
Dillingham. Transportation to Round Island, the most visited island, is by floatplane or boat during calm seas only. 

No lodging is available on the islands, but some is available in Dillingham. Wilderness camping only on sanctuary. 
Freshwater is available, but no firewood. 

Selected Viewing Opportunities Best Season 

Bull walrus concentration May - September 
Steller's sea lion May - September 
Red fox Year-round 
Black-legged kittiwake May- August 
Gray whale April - June 
Common and thick-billed murres May- August 
Horned and tufted puffins May- August 
Parakeet and crested auklets May- August 
Pigeon guillemot May- August 
Pelagic cormorant May- August 
Yellow wagtail May- August 
Rosy finch May- August 
Rock sandpiper May- August 
Harlequin duck L May- August 

Access is difficult and dangerous at times. The landing beach is steep and rocky. Take extra food in case of travel 

delays due to inclement weather. Take tents capable of withstanding 60 knot winds with rain. Good rubber boots and 

rain gear are necessities. Access to Round Island and adjacent waters allowed by Department of Fish and Game permit 

only. Contact: Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Game Division, P.O. Box 199, Dillingham, AK 99576 (phone: 

907-842-5925). 
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BERING LAND BRIDGE NATIONAL PRESERVE. The Bering Land Bridge, now overlain by the 
Chukchi Sea and the Bering Sea, was the route over which many plants, animals, and humans migrated from Asia to 
America. Visitors may see and photograph a variety of migratory birds, including some Asiatic species, marine mam
mals, brown bears, wolves, and moose. Clear streams and lakes provide excellent fishing. Habitats represented in
clude: marine waters; barrier island-lagoons; rivers and lakes; wet, alpine, and moist tundra; tall-shrub thickets; and 
lava flows. 

This preserve is located just south of the Arctic Circle on the Seward Peninsula, 50 mi / 80 km south of Kotzebue, 90 
mi / 144 km north of Nome. There is daily jet service to Nome and Kotzebue from Fairbanks and Anchorage. Charter 
aircraft are available in Nome and Kotzebue; landing strips in Deering and Shishmaref; lmuruk, Lava, and Kuzitrin 
Lakes suitable for floatplanes. Lodging is available in Nome and Kotzebue with advanced reservations. Backcountry 
primitive camping allowed in the preserve. 

Selected Viewing Opportunities Best Season 
Reindeer Year-round 
Muskoxen (scattered individuals) Year-round 
Moose Year-round 
Polar bear (rare along coast) Spring, fall 
Tundra hare Year-round 
Red and arctic fox (coast) October - April 
Walrus migration May , June, October 
Harbor seal May - September 
Ringed S@al (on ice) March- May 
Tundra swan; Canada, greater white-fronted, and emperor geese May- August 
Northern pintail; other dabbling ducks; May- August 
greater scaup; oldsquaw; red-breasted merganser; yellow-billed, 
arctic, and red-throated loons; and sandhill crane 
Ivory gull (ice edge) October - April 

Plovers, sandpipers, other shorebirds May- August 
Gyrfalcon, bald eagle , other raptors May- August 
Yellow and white wagtails; wheatear; bluethroat June - August 
Arctic tern, and parasitic jaeger May- August 

Come equipped for rain, wind, and bring extra food in case of travel delays. Hiking is easier on uplands. Winter 
travel is not advised by the National Park Service. Contact: Superintendent, Bering Land Bridge National Preserve, 
P.O. Box 220, Nome, AK 99762 (phone: 907-443-2522). 

Spectacled eiders nest in wet tundra habitats of western Alaska. P . Miller Photo . 
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YUKON DELTA NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE. This important bird nesting area encompasses the 
former Clarence Rhode, Hazen Bay, and Nunivak Island National Wildlife Refuges in the Yukon and Kuskokwim 
River Deltas in western Alaska. Thousands of ducks, geese, swans, cranes, and shorebirds as well as some unusual 
mammals, like muskoxen, find a home here. The refuge contains the Andreafsky River, a designated Wild and Scenic 
River, which is relatively easy to float. The river passes through alpine, moist, and wet tundra, and spruce-hardwood 
forest. Other habitats represented in the area include: marine waters; coastal wetlands; cliffs and rocky shorelines; and 
freshwater lakes, rivers, and riparian areas . The refuge can be reached via regularly scheduled air service from Fair
banks and Anchorage to Bethel, St. Mary's, and Mekoryuk; charter air or boat access is available from Bethel. One 
hotel is available in Bethel; make advance reservations . Limited visitor facilities in Mekoryuk and St. Mary's. 
Wilderness camping only in the refuge. 

Selected Viewing Opportunities Best Season 

Brown bear (Androfsky and Kisavalik Rivers) Spring, summer, fall 
Walrus migration Spring, fall 
Muskoxen (Nunivak Is . and Nelson Is.) Year-round 
Reindeer (Nunivak Is.) Year-round 
Murres, puffins, kittiwakes (Nunivak & Nelson Is.) May- August 
Tundra hare Year-round 
Beaver Year-round 
Arctic loon; tundra swan; brant, emperor, Summer 
Greater white-fronted, and Canada geese 
Snow geese Spring, fall 
Greater scaup; oldsquaw; northern pintail; Summer 
Common and spectacled eiders 
King eider I Spring, fall 

' Sandhill crane Summer 
Black turnstone; western sandpiper; northern Summer 
phalarope; dunlin; bar-tailed godwit; 
Bristle- thighed curlew (Yukon Delta) 
Short-eared owl, gyrfalcon, other raptors Summer, fall 
McKay's bunting Spring, fall, winter 
Lapland longspur; yellow wagtail Summer 

During summer visits, bring insect repellent. The services of a knowledgeable guide may be valuable because it is 
hard to navigate on flat wetlands. Be prepared to camp since facilities in most villages are limited or nonexistent. Con
tact: Refuge Manager , Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge, P .O . Box 346 , Bethel, AK 99559 (phone: 
907-543-3151); or Alaska Department of Fish and Game, P.O. Box 195, St. Mary's, AK 99658 (Phone: 907-438-2346); 
or Alaska Department of Fish and Game, P.O. Box 90, Bethel, AK 99559 (phone: 907-543-2433). 

NOME ROAD SYSTEM. Nome is located on the tip of the Seward Peninsula and is served daily from An
chorage by commercial airlines. Four major roads in the Nome area lead to good areas for wildlife viewing. The 
Council Road extending east, parallels the coast' for 20 mi / 32 km. Cape Nome (13 mi/20.8 km) and Port Safety 
Lagoon (17 mi/27 .2 km) provide good opportunities to view nesting Aleutian terns, golden plovers, common snipe, 
pectoral, semipalmated, and western sandpiper$, long-billed dowitcher, dunlin, bar-tailed godwit, whimbrel, snow 
bunting, Lapland longs pur, long-tailed jaeger, brant, oldsquaw, glaucous gull, Arctic tern, and other wildlife of wet 
and moist tundra and barrier island-lagoon systems . This is an excellent place to view flocks of migrating eiders in ear
ly May, and large flocks of brant in late May and early June. Spruce-hardwood forest occurs much farther down the 
road (from 58 mi / 92.8 km on). 

The 65 mi/104 km Teller Road passes through good examples of wet and moist tundra, tall-shrub thickets, various 
types of alpine tundra, and crosses 4 ,major rivers. Look for American robin; gray-cheeked thrush; arctic, yellow, 
orange-crowned, and Wilson's warblers; golden-crowned, white-crowned, American tree, and fox sparrows; hoary 
redpolls, and other passerines as well as the shore- and waterbirds listed above. Lodging and rental cars are available 
in Nome; primitive camping is allowed along the road system. Be prepared for wet, cool, windy weather, and on calm 
days-hoards of mosquitoes. L 

GAMBELL- ST. LA WHENCE ISLAND. This small Native village, located in the middle of the Bering Sea, 
is a popular birding hot spot because of the variety of unusual birds that occur there. Bluethroat, Arctic warbler, 
yellow and white wagtail, wheatear, McKay's bunting, ivory and Ross' gulls, dotterel, emperor goose, dovekie, 
crested and least auklets are seen by most birders who make the trip to Gambell. Other species such as great knot, 
Temminck's stint, Polynesian tattler, ruff, and bean goose occur regularly in spring. Spring eider migration is also im
pressive; all 4 species occur. Habitats represented include: marine waters; oceanic islands and rocky shorelines; wet 
and moist tundra. Access is via commercial airline to Nome then regularly scheduled air service to Gambell. Lodging 
is limited and available only by prior arrangement with the Village Council. No camping is allowed . Best time to visit 
is late May to mid-June. Be prepared for cold, wet, windy weather and uncomfortable social tensions. Before visiting 
be sure to contact: Village Council, Gambell, AK 99742. Guided bird tours are available through Wings Inc., 974 Nor
theast Harbor, ME 04662 (phone: 207-276-5077); or, Bird Bonanzas Inc., Suite 501, 12550 Biscayne Boulevard, North 
Miami, FL 33161 (phone : 305-895-0607) . 
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WINTER 


DECEMBER 
Adult male caribou shed their 
antlers during November and 
December, while females and 
young retain theirs through spr
ing. 

JANUARY 
Ringed and bearded seals may be 
visible around ice holes. 

Polar bears are irregularly 
observed along the coast where 
they feed on seals, walruses, and 
whale carcasses. 

During winter, moose sometimes 
move out onto snow-free ridges 
where they may be easy to spot. 
More commonly, they use tall
shrub thickets along rivers . 

FEBRUARY 
Arctic and red foxes travel widely 
in search of food. Arctic foxes 
often search over the pack ice for 
seals killed by polar bears. Both 
arctic and red foxes often visit 
dumps around villages. 

Tundra hares occur in upland 
willow thickets throughout 
western Alaska. During winter 
their pelage is white. 

Common ravens may be easy to 
observe around towns, dumps 
and construction camps . 

Inland, look for ptarmigan (often 
in flocks of hundreds) in tail
shrub thickets. 

Look for gyrfalcons and snowy 
owls along ridges and cutbanks. 

Boreal and black-capped 
chickadees, gray jays, downy, 
and three-toed woodpeckers oc
cur in forests during winter. They 
can be attracted to birdfeeders. 
Look for the less common 
Siberian tit in willow and alder 
thickets in river valleys. 

In southern areas of this region, 
Snow buntings may remain 
through winter. McKay's bun
tings, a species found nowhere in 
the world except the Bering Sea 
region, occur along the mainland 
coast of this region during 
winter. 

Top: Willow Ptarmigan blending in with 
In some years, huge flocks of snow. P.D . Arneson Photo . 

white-winged crossbills 
seen in forested areas. 

may be Middle: Arctic fox. L. Lowry Photo. 
Below: Polar bears live on the sea ice. 

ADF&G Photo . 
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SPRING 

MARCH 
In northern parts of this region, 
caribou begin migrating from 
wintering to calving areas, 
generally moving inland from the 
coast. 

During March and April, walrus 
move north in ice leads along the 
coast. 

Arctic foxes begin breeding dur
ing March and pairs of animals 
may be seen. 

Oldsquaws, common and king 
eiders, and red-breasted 
mergansers occur in ice-free 
waters off the coast. 

Snow buntings -and redpolls, 
among the first migrant birds to 
return, usually arrive in mid
March. 

Resident forest birds begin court
ship during March. Listen for 
woodpeckers drumming and the 
melodic songs of pine grosbeaks 
and boreal chickadees. Gray jays 
become hard to find as they build 
nests and lay eggs. 

Ptarmigan begin migrating to 
nesting areas. Flocks of 
thousands occur in some moun
tain passes and river drainages. 

APRIL 
Walrus and bowhead whales 
follow the retreating pack ice 
north along the coast. 

Whales, walrus, and other 
marine mammals may be seen 
from planes or, if leads are near
shore, from the coast. 

Brown bears emerge from hiber
nation and may be seen along the 
coast. Boars emerge earlier than 
sows with cubs. 

Muskoxen begin calving on 
Nunivak Island and the Seward 
Peninsula during late April and 
early May. Cows with calves 
should be observed only from a 
distance. 

In mid-April, northward;. eider 
migration begins. Small:' flocks 
and individuals appear in leads 
and on ice floes initially, but soon 
flocks of thousands hurry north. 
All four species (king, common, 
spectacled; and Steller's eiders) 
may be observed. Watch for 
them along barrier islands and 
over spits of land wherever leads 
are nearshore. Hooper Bay, Cape 
Nome, Cape Prince of Wales, 
and by late May) Cape Lisburne 
provide excellent observation out 
posts. 

Common and thick-billed mur
res, black-legged kittiwates, 
auklets, puffins, and other 
seabirds migrate north to 
established nesting colonies. 
They may be seen from the above 
locations, also. 

In sourthern areas of this region, 
many waterfowl arrive in late 
April. Canada, greater white
fronted, emperor, and brant 
geese along with northern pintail, 
American wigeon, and green
winged teal may be observed in 
migration and courtship. 

Golden eagles, northern harriers, 
and short-eared owls begin 
migrating through southern parts 
of this region. 
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MAY 
Walrus, ringed, and bearded 
seals may be observed a1ong the 
coast either in the water, or sun
ning themselves on top of sea ice. 

Bowhead and belukha whale 
migration continues and gray 
whales may be seen . Prominent 
points of land including Cape 
Nome, Point Hope , and Cape 
Prince of Wales provide good 
observation opportunities. 

Moose calves are born. Look for 
females with young in muskegs 
and tall-shrub thickets along 
rivers. 

Arctic foxes begin shedding their 
white winter coat and don a 
brown and cream colored coat 
for summer. 

During the last week of April and 
first week of May, sandhill cranes 
enroute to nesting grounds in 
western Alaska and eastern 
Siberia, pass through this region. 
Some good places to observe the 
migration include Wales, Seward 
Peninsula, and Bethel. 

Ptarmigan begin their courtship 
during late April and early May. 
Their raucous cackling can be 
heard for long distances par
ticularly in mountainous areas. 

Shorebirds give courtship 
displays from mid-May (in 
southern areas) through mid
June (in northern parts) of the 
region. In wet and moist tundra, 
look for lesser golden and black
bellied plovers, ruddy turnstones, 
red and red-necked phalaropes, 
long-billed dowitchers, dunlins 
and pectoral and western sand
pipers. Some western Alaska 
shorebird specialties are : dot
terel, bristle-thighed curlew, 
black turnstone, and rufous
necked sandpiper. 

In alpine tundra, look for whim
breis, red knots, and rock sand
pipers. 

Look for white wagtails, arctic 
warblers, and bluethroats in tall
shrub thickets during May and 
June. They are most conspicuous 
during courtship . 

Yellow wagtails are common in 
grassy disturbed sites of western 
Alaska. 

Northward migration of water
fowl continues through late May. 
Red-breasted mergansers; arctic, 
red-throated, and common loons 
arrive later than other waterfowl. 
Most brant, greater white
fronted geese, and northern pin
tails arrive on their nesting ter
ritories. Others pass through 
enroute to the Arctic. 

Snow geese enroute to Siberia 
migrate through western Alaska 
in mid- to late May. In some 
years, this movement can be 
observed along the lower Yukon 
River. 

Migrant songbirds return in mid
to-late May. In tundra areas, 
Savannah sparrow, snow bun
ting, and Lapland longspur are 
the most common songbirds . In 
forests and tall-shrub thickets, 
listen for gray-cheeked and 
varied thrushes, American 
robins, ruby-crowned kinglets, 
Wilson's and blackpoll warblers, 
northern water-thrushes, dark
eyed juncos, and Savannah spar
rows. 
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SUMMER 

JUNE 
Females and young caribou use 
wet tundra during calving. They 
are particularly sensitive to 
disturbance at this time of year. 

Dall's sheep lambs are born on 
steep cliffs along the middle 
Noatak River. 

Ringed, spotted, and bearded 
seals, and gray whales migrate 
along the coast and may be visi
ble from peninsulas or spits of 
land along the coast. 

Grass nests built in winter by lem
mings become visible as the snow 
melts. 

Sandhill cranes nest throughout 
this region, but the most common 
in the southern portion. Their im
pressive courtship dances can be 
easily viewed during early June. 

Tundra swans, brant, greater 
white-fronted, Canada, and 
emperor geese nest in wet moist 
tundra areas. Highest densities 
occur on the Yukon-Kuskokwim 
Delta. 

Seabirds begin concentrating at 
nesting islands during May and 
June. Pelagic cormorants, 
glaucous gulls, black -legged kit
tiwakes, common and thick
billed murres, pigeon guillemots, 
parakeet, crested, and least 
auklets, and horned and tufted 
puffins may be seen. 
Listen for the haunting calls of 
arctic, red-throated, and com
mon loons on lakes and rivers in 
forested areas and wet or moist 
tundra. 

Most shorebirds hatch yqung in 
mid- to-late June so adults with 
young may be observed. 

Wood frogs begin chorusing 
around lakes and streams in 
forested regions. 

The chum salmon run up the 
Noatak River begins. 

King and pink salmon runs begn 
in the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta. 

Beluhka whales occur along the coast, oc
casionally smimming up the mouth of 
large rivers. D. Calkins Photo. 
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SUMMER 


~ I 

JULY 
Walrus are occasionally sighted 
nearshore in northwestern areas, 
and hauled out on King Island 
and Big Diomede Island . 

Caribou move to coastal areas to 
escape insect harrassment. 

Northward migration of gray 
whales continues along the coast 
throughout this month. 

Belukha whales may be observed 
in large lagoons on occasion. 
Kotzebue Sound and Kasegaluk 
Lagoon provide good viewing 
possibilities . 

Dall's sheep may be seen on steep 
cliffs and tundra slopes along the 
middle Noatak River. 

July is the best month to view 
muskoxen on Nunivak Island. 
Cows with calves may be seen. 

Brown bears frequent streams 
and rivers to catch salmon. 

A northward migration of brant 
occurs along the coast as 
juveniles and failed breeders head 
north of molt on large tundra 
lakes. 

Young shorebirds may be seen 
with adults. 

Many emperor geese (failed 
nesters and non-breeders) begin 
departing the Yukon-Kuskokwim 
Delta and migrate to molting 
areas on St. Lawrence Island. 
Large numbers may be seen 
around Hooper Bay. 

During July, hundreds of 
thousands of drake eiders pour 
out of the Arctic. Their migration 
can be observed along the coast 
from Cape Lisburne, and north. 

In mid-July, dunlins, plovers, 
phalaropes, pectoral, western, 
semipalmated, and Baird's sand
pipers begin moving into salt 
marshes and other coastal 
wetlands. Safety Lagoon near 
Nome provides good viewing. 

Loons and mergansers hatch 
their young in mid- to-late July. 
Red-throated loons may be seen 
flying back and forth to the coast 
earring fish to their young. 

Arctic terns. R . Gill Photo. 

_.----AUGUST 
Caribou migration occurs along 
the Kobuk, Ambler, Hunt, and 
Noatak Rivers. 

Southward migration of gray 
whales occurs . Watch for them 
anywhere along the coast. 

On Nunivak Island, muskoxen 
begin rut. Bulls occasionally 
fight. 

Fall migration of many water Swallows fledge their young and 
fowl, cranes, and shorebirds quickly depart. Most other 
begins in early August. passerines soon follow. 

Brant begin concentrating in-salt 
marshes along the coast in 
preparation for fall migration. 

Arctic terns fledge their young 
and begin congregating on bar
rier islands along the coast. 
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FALL 


SEPTEMBER 
Bull moose have full antler racks. 
Rutting begins and males spar 
with their antlers. Watch for 
them in tall-shrub thickets. 

Beavers renovate lodges and 
dams in preparation for winter. 
They are most active in early 
morning and late evening. 

Caribou bulls have full antler 
racks and begin to display ag
gressiveness towards each other. 

Arctic foxes, tundra hares, col
lared lemmings, and weasels 
begin turning white as winter ap
proaches. 

Wheatears, yellow wagtails, and 
bluethroats migrate through 
enroute to Asia. Watch for them 
around buildings, draws, and 
brushy areas. 

An impressive migration of snow 
geese occurs on the Seward 
Peninsula south to the Yukon 
River Delta as birds return from 
nesting grounds in Siberia. Large 
numbers stage on large lakes on 
the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta 
during a 2-3 week period from 
mid-September -to mid-October. 

Sandhill cranes migrate south 
form Siberia to wintering 
grounds. Spectacular flights may 
be seen around Nome. 

Swans stage on large lakes and 
marshes prior to southward 
migration. Gray-colored young 
(called cygnets) may be observed 
with their parents. 

OCTOBER 
Belukha and gray whales migrate 
south along the coast. 

Ringed seals may be numberous 
along the coast particularly near 
Pt. Hope. 

Bowhead whales begin migrating 
southward. They may be seen 
from prominent points of land, 
but unpredictably. 

Moose rut continues. Jostling 
between males may be observed. 

Caribou rut occurs. 

Brown bears enter their winter 
dens and begin a . period of dor
mancy. 

Willow ptarmigan occur in large 
flocks in tall-shrub thickets along 
streams. 

Watch for gyfalcon hunting ptar
migan in these areas. 

NOVEMBER 
Moose start shedding their 
ant~rs in late November. 

Dall's sheep begin rutting on 
winter range during late 
November. 

Most oldsquaws, eiders, and 
.t 	seabirds depart as freeze-up oc

curs in early November. A few 
may remain in ice leads offshore 
throughout the winter, however. 

During winter, ptarmigan often 
visit windblown gravel bars and 
ridges to pick up grit. This aids 
digestion of the buds of alder and 
birch which they eat during 
winter. 
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NORTHERN 
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King eiders nest throughout northern 
Alaska on barrier islands and wet tundra 
habitats. J. Hawkings Photo. 

N 
ARCTIC NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE. This remote northern refuge can be best enjoyed by the backcountry 
traveler. During summer, the area bursts alive with breeding shorebirds, waterfowl, raptors, and other birds. Much of the 0 
refuge is treeless, and offers expansive views of tundra and the Brooks Range. Caribou, brown bears, wolves, muskoxen, and a 
variety of migratory birds may be encountered June to September. Habitats represented include: marine waters; barrier island
lagoons; coastal wetlands; wet, moist, and alpine tundra; tall-shrub thickets; spruce-hardwood forests; rivers, lakes, and 
riparian areas. 

Main access to the refuge is from Fairbanks via Fort Yukon, Arctic Village, and Barter Island by scheduled air service. 
Charter aircraft (ski or floatplanes) are available in Fairbanks, Fort Yukon, and Barter Island. Lodging is available in Fair
banks and Fort Yukon; backcountry camping is allowed in the refuge. 

Selected Viewing Opportunities Best Season 

Muskoxen (north slope) Year-round 
Dall's sheep June - August 
Caribou (locally abundant) May- August 
Brown bear May- September 
Polar bear (extremely rare) Spring, fall 
Moose Year-round 
Wolf, arctic fox Year-round 
Lemming, other small mammals May- September 
Willow and rock ptarmigan Year-round 
Arctic, red-throated, and yellow-billed loons June - August 
Snow goose L Late August - early 

Sept. 
Oldsquaw, other ducks June -August 
Eider migration Late May - late June 
Lesser golden plover; pectoral, white-rumped, buff Mid-July - August 
breasted, Baird's, and semipalmated sandpipers; 
Red and red-necked phalaropes 
Peregrine falcon, gyrfalcon (rare) May- August 
Savannah sparrow; Lapland longspur; June - August 
snow bunting; and wheatear 

Bring rain gear, warm clothing, insect repellent, extra food, and other necessary survival gear. Bring a gas stove for cooking 
because firewood is scarce. Contact: Refuge Manager, Federal Building, Room 266, 101 12th Avenue, Box 20, Fairbanks, AK 
99701 (phone: 907-456-0250). 
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Arctic loons nest in flooded vegetation of 
small ponds in wet tundra habitats. 
W. Smith Photo. 

..... 

BARROW AREA. The town of Barrow is located on the northernmost tip of Alaska and is surrounded by wet tundra and the 
Arctic Ocean. During summer, this area hosts a profusion of nesting waterbirds, chiefly sea ducks, and shorebirds. Special 
viewing opportunities include sea duck migrations, shorebird courtship displays, and in late fall, Ross' gull, a Siberian bird. 
Barrow is famous for other unusual bird species that occasionally turn up. Grass nests of lemmings, and in years of abundance 
(every 2-5 years), lemmings are easy to see. In some years, lemming predators, including snowy owl, short-eared owl, pomarine 
jaegers, and arctic foxes are also easy to observe. Habitats represented include: marine waters; barrier island-lagoon system; 
wet and moist tundra; and lakes and rivers. The area can be reached by daily jet service from Fairbanks and Anchorage, only. 
Once at Barrow, transportation to good birding areas is difficult. The best spots include the 2-3 mi/3.2-4.8km low ridge exten
ding northeastward behind the Arctic Hotel in Browerville, or Birnik Duck Camp located 7 mil11.2 km northeast of Barrow at 
the base of the sandspit leading out of town. This latter spot is !he best place to view migrating eiders. Motel lodging is 
available in Barrow; advance reservations are needed in summer. 

Selected Viewing Opportunities Best Season 

Arctic, red-throated, and yellow-billed loons June- September 
Oldsquaw May - early October 
King and common eider migrations May - early June and 

mid-July - August 
Steller's eider June- August 
Red phalarope; pectoral, western, Baird's, Late May - August 
white-rumped, and semi-palmated sandpipers; 
lesser golden plover; ruddy turnstone; dunlin; 
pomarine, parasitic, and long-tailed jaegers 
(species abundance varies between years); 
Arctic tern; Sabine's gull 
Glaucous gull May - October 
Black guillemot June - September 
Snowy owl May - September 
Snow bunting April - August 
Lemming May - September 
Arctic fox Year-round 
Caribou Year-round 

Be prepared for cold, damp weather with moderate to strong winds; or on calm summer days, hordes of insects. Contact: 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Game Division, P .0. Box 1148, Nome, AK 99762 (phone: 907-443-2825); or Alaska 
Exploration Holidays and Cruises; 838 West Fourth Avenue, Anchorage, AK 99501 (phone: 907-276-6876). 
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PRUDHOE BAY AREA. The settlement and industrial activity at Prudhoe Bay exist to accommodate oil development 
in northern Alaska. The area itself has been substantially changed by gravel pads and roadways which alter water runoff pat
terns. However, some northern tundra wildlife can be observed there including caribou and migratory birds. Prudhoe Bay is 
one of few areas along the Beaufort Sea Coast where the beautiful king eider can be seen from a road. King eiders nest in the 
area, but the spectacular males move offshore by late June . Habitats represented include: marine waters; wet and moist tun
dra; and lakes and rivers. Prudhoe Bay is located on the north Alaska coast, approximately 375 mi/603.5 km north of Fair
banks. Daily jet service to Prudhoe is available from Fairbanks and Anchorage. There is no public road access; the Dalton 
Highway is closed to public use 205 mi/330 km south of Prudhoe. No roads in Prudhoe Bay are open to the public either and 
visitors may not venture out on docks. Access around the area is limited to guided bus tours of the oil field and coastal areas. 
Four hotels are available in Prudhoe; advance reservations are suggested. No established camping areas or facilities exist. A 
small general store stocks sundries, but no food or equipment supplies are available. 

Selected Viewing Opportunities Best Season 

Caribou May- August 
Arctic fox Year-round 
Arctic and red-throated loons; tundra swan; June -August 
brant, greater white-fronted, and Canada geese; 
northern pintail 
Oldsquaw June - September 
King and spectacled eiders May -early June 
Pectoral, semipalmated, and buff-breasted May - August 
sandpipers; dunlin; lesser golden and black-bellied pl'overs; 
red and red-necked phalaropes; glaucous and Sabine's 
gulls; pomarine, parasitic, and long-tailed jaegers; show 
bunting; Lapland longspur ' 
Snowy owl April, May 
Willow and rock ptarmigan Year-round 

Contact: Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Game Division, P .0. Box 1148, Nome, AK 99762 (phone : 907-443-2825), 
or Alaska Exploration Holidays and Cruises; 838 West Fourth Avenue, Anchorage, AK 99501 (phone: 907-276-6876). 

TESHEKPUK LAKE AREA. This wet tundra area includes a system of large, deep lakes used during summer by 
Canada, greater white-fronted, and brant geese. These geese migrate into the area in July and August from as far away as the 
Alaska Peninsula, Canadian High Arctic, and Siberia. They molt their wing feathers on the productive lakes that offer them 
safety from predators during their flightless period. In addition, the lakes and surrounding wet tundra provide habitat for 
nesting lesser golden, and black-bellied plovers; pectoral, semipalmated, and Baird's sandpipers; red and red-necked 
phalaropes; dunlins; arctic and red-throated loons; brant and greater white-fronted geese; oldsquaws; long-tailed jaeger; 
Sabine's gulls; and snowy owls. Caribou, arctic foxes, and lemmings occur in the area. The area is recognized as critical water
fowl and caribou habitat, but has no protective land :status. The only access to the area is by charter aircraft from Barrow or 
Prudhoe Bay. Wilderness camping only. Special use:.'regulations apply during summer to minimize aircraft and other distur
bance of sensitive wildlife. Contact: Arctic Resource Area Manager, Bureau of Land Management, P .0. Box 1150, Fairbanks, 
AK 99707 (phone: 907-356-5148). · 
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ICY CAPE - KASEGALUK LAGOON. Kasegaluk Lagoon, the largest barrier island-lagoon system in North 
America, stretches along Alaska's northwest coast from near the village of Wainwright west and south to beyond Point Lay. 
Currently, the area has no protective land status though it has been identified as critical wildlife habitat by the Alaska Depart
ment of Fish and Game, and has been recommended for designation as an ecological reserve. The lagoon system, adjacent 
ocean, and tundra areas are rich in wildlife. This is an excellent place to view flocks of migrating eiders , geese, ducks, and 
jaegers. Large numbers of belukha whales move into the lagoon during late June. During July, August, and September an 
estimated one-half million king eiders, and thousands of terns, gulls, jaegers, loons, brant, and oldsquaws migrate through the 
area. 

The only access to Icy Cape is via charter aircraft from Barrow or Kotzebue. A good landing strip is available at the aban
doned Dew-line station at Icy Cape, and an exposed mudflat here allows foot access to a barrier island, except during south or 
easterly winds. Lodging is available in Barrow or Kotzebue, but wilderness camping only at Icy Cape. 

Selected Viewing Opportunities Best Season 

Arctic fox Year-round 
Collared lemming June - September 
Caribou July - August 
Brown bear June - September 
Bearded, ringed, and spotted seals May- August 
(irregular occurrence) 
Snowy owl May 
Northward eider migration May- June 
Southward eider migration July - August 
Nesting Baird's, semipalmated, western, and June - July 
pectoral sandpipers; lesser golden plover; dunlin; 
red and red-necked phalaropes 
Snow bunting May- August 
Lapland longspur June - August 
Wheatear; yellow wagtail; bluethroat August 
Belukha whale June - July 
Gray whale July - September 
Brant June - September 
Oldsquaw May- August 
Ptarmigan May - September 
Arctic, red-throated, and yellow-billed loons June - September 

Be prepared for high winds, and cold weather year-round. Do not harass (on foot, by boat, or aircraft) nesting common 
eiders, or flocks of molting oldsquaw, or brant as repeated disturbance will reduce nesting success and survival. Minimize 
disturbance of waterfowl, loon, and shorebird nests because disturbed nests may be quickly destroyed by ever-present foxes 
and jaegers. Contact: Arctic Resource Area Manager, P .0. Box 1150, Fairbanks, AK 99707 (phone: 907-356-5148). 

Common eiders nest on barrier islands 
along the coast of northern Alaska . W.A. 
Lehnhausen Photo. 
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WINTER 


DECEMBER 
Adult caribou males shed their 
antlers during November and 
December and are bald by 
January. Females and young re
tain their antlers through the spr
ing, however. 

Dall's sheep occur mainly on 
windswept ridges where they feed 
on exposed grasses, lichens, and 
herbaceous plants. Scan wind
swept areas carefully . 

Polar bear young are born, but 
remain in the den. Males and 
nonpregnant female bears are ac
tive but are dispersed over the 
pack ice and rarely seen . 

Few birds remain in northern 
Alaska during winter. Common 
ravens can be observed around 
inland towns. Gulls, black 
guillemots and other alcids may 
linger near leads in the pack ice. 

Inland, watch for gyrfalcons and 
snowy owls. Flocks of 100 or 
more willow and rock ptarmigan 
gather in tall-shrub thickets along 
river bottoms 

JANUARY 
During winter, arctic foxes 
disperse widely over the pack ice 
to feed on seal carcasses, but in
dividuals also frequent towns, 
garbage dumps, and camps to 
scavenge food. 

Polar bears usually range over 
the pack ice and are most often 
seen from aboard ice breakers . 
Individuals occasionally wander 
along the coast and into villages. 
Females with young remain in 
dens. 

f 

Arctic fox on North Slope. ADF&G Photo. 

FEBRUARY 
In February and March, A few spring fed streams in the 
wolverines bear their young in Brooks Range remain open 
snow, rock, or hollow log dens. through winter and American 

dippers may remain for most of 
the year. 
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SPRING 


MARCH 
During March, arctic foxes begin 
breeding and pairs of animals 
may be observed . 

Female polar bears with young 
emerge from their dens, but they 
are rarely encountered along the 
coast. 

APRIL 
Alaska marmots emerge from 
winter hibernation-their long 
piercing whistles can be heard up 
to 2 mi/2.2 km away . 

Bowhead whale migration ·occurs 
in offshore ice leads. Occasional
ly they are seen in nearshore 
leads . 

Nonpregnant caribou shed their 
antlers while pregnant females 
and young retain their antlers un
til May or June . Females and 
young of the previous year begin 
congregating in preparation for 
spring migration . 

The first eiders and glaucous 
gulls arrive in offshore leads in 
the pack ice. 

Ravens remain common around 
villages. 

Gyrfalcons begin setting up 
nesting territories, particularly 
along inland river bluffs. 

Ptarmigan flocks begin dispers
ing to nest, in late April. Flocks 
of thousands may be seen in some 
mountain passes and river 
drainages with dense willows. 

In late April, migrant glaucous 
gulls and eider flocks often fly 
over spits of land along the coast. 

Snow buntings arrive and begin 
singing during April and early 
May. 

MAY 
Wolf pups are born during May, 
so adults may be seen on hunting 
trips from the den. 

Caribou begin migrating to calv
ing areas on the wet tundra of the 
coastal plain. Females and young 
travel together, while males form 
seperate bands. 

Brown bears emerge from winter 
hibernation. 

Dall's sheep lambs are born in 
May in the Brooks Range. They 
can be seen along the Haul Road 
near the Dietrick River and other 
steep cliff areas. 

This is the best time of year to 
observe bears, wolves, foxes, and 
wolverines as they are easy to 
spot against the background of 
remaining snow. 

Arctic foxes begin losing their 
white winter pelage and don a 
brown and cream summer coat. 

Collared lemmings molt into 
summer pelage. 

Beluhka whales heading east 
along the coast of northern 
Alaska may be observed in near
shore leads. 

Intense king and common eider 
migration occurs in mid-May 
along the entire northern coast. 
Huge flocks pass along leads and 
along the coast where leads occur 
nearshore. 

Rock and willow ptarmigan begin 
their raucous courtship cackling. 
Males have brown heads, but 
their bodies and wings remain 
white, while females are all 
brown during courtship. 

In mid- to-late May, waterfowl 
migration intensifies. Greater 
white-fronted geese, brant, nor
thern pintails, and oldsquaws 
migrate in large flocks along the 
coast and through mountain 
passes and river valleys. 

Pomarine, parasitic, and long
tailed jaegers migrate along the 
coast and through major moun
tain passes. 
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SUMMER 


JUNE 
Caribou calve in wet tundra on 
the coastal plain from late May 
through early June. Calving 
caribou are sensitive to distur
bance. 

Ringed and bearded seals begin 
to shed their coats and haul out 
on the ice to bask in the sun. 

Beluhka whale migration along 
the coast continues. These white 
whales may be visible along bar
rier islands or from over-looking 
bluffs. 

Arctic fox pups are born in soil 
dens dug out in riverbanks, 
pingo, and high-center polygons. 
Foxes may begin feeding on birds 
and bird nests in addition to lem
mings, voles, and carcasses. 

Wolf pups emerge from dens and 
may be observed. 

Large grass nests built by lem
mings in winter become visible as 
the snow melts . 

Major sheep concentrations oc
cur in localized areas of the Arc
tic National Wildlife Range. 

Look for singing voles in flood 
plains with willow . Young are 
usually born during June. 

Eider, brant, greater white
fronted goose, northern pintail, 
and oldsquaw migration con
tinues. 

Shorebirds and Lapland 
longspurs arrive in early June. 

Spectacular courtship displays of 
a variety of birds can be easily 
observed from 4-20 June. Look 
for long-billed dowitchers, pec
toral, Baird's, semipalmated, and 
white-rumped sandpipers, lesser 
golden and black-bellied plovers, 
Lapland longspurs, and snow 
buntings. 

Brightly colored female r~d and 
red-necked phalaropes remain in 
the arctic for only a short while 
before they lay eggs and leave. 
Male phalaropes incubate the 
eggs and care for the young. 

Watch for horned lark, wheatear, 
yellow wagtail, whimbrel, and 
red knot in alpine tundra. 

Look for the rare buff-breasted 
sandpiper on dry tundra ridges. 

Lapland longspurs, among the 
first birds t<;> nest, are feeding 
chicks by mid-June. 

In years of high lemming popula
tions, pomarine, parasitic, and 
long-tailed jaegers, and snowy 
and short-eared owls may be 
abundant on the coastal tundra 
during June. 

Brant, greater white-fronted 
geese, and tundra swans court 
and lay eggs during the first week 
of June. They occur in wet tun
dra and coastal wetlands. 

Arctic and red-throated loons lay 
eggs during mid-June. 

Black guillemots may be observ
ed near shore in some areas. 
Courtship and nesting begin in 
mid- to-late June. 

Oldsquaw and brant from 
Canada and from southern parts 
of Alaska begin migrating along 
the coast to molting areas. Olds
quaw concentrate in lagoons 
while most brant move to large 
lakes on the coastal plain. 

Arctic fox. S.E. Quinlan Photo. Red phalaropes. S.E . Quinlan Photo . 
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SUMMER 

JULY 
Caribou bulls band together with 
cows and young. These herds 
often move to windy coastal 
areas to escape insect harass
ment. Sometimes frenzied 
animals run for long distances to 
escape insects. 

Arctic fox pups emerge from 
dens and may travel short 
distances away. 

Watch for red-backed voles in 
rocky areas and singing voles in 
willow thickets. 

Arctic ground squirrels are easy 
to see near their burrows in well
drained soil along rivers. 

Brown bears often travel along 
streams with low willows where 
they hunt ground squirrels and 
singing voles. 

Look for gray whales and killer 
whales along the coast as most 
nearshore Arctic Ocean waters 
become ice-free. 

Common eiders, oldsquaws, and 
other ducks are incubating eggs . 
Male ducks depart to molting 
areas. 

Sandpiper eggs begin hatching in 
early July. Distraction displays 
by adults are more intense. 

Drake eiders begin migrating 
westward along the coast in late 
June and early July . Huge flocks 
form on days of favorable 
weather; they often fly along bar
rier islands . 

Brant, greater white-fronted 
goose, and tundra swan broods 
hatch in early July. 

During years of lemming highs, 
jaegers remain active and vocal 
throughout July and August. 

Pectoral sandpiper males begin 
westward migration; often large 
flocks occur in wet tundra. 

Female red and red-necked 
phalaropes begin staging along 
barrier island beaches. 

Molting drake oldsquaws concen
trate in coastal lagoons. 
Thousands occur in some lagoons 
in mid- to-late July, particularly 
during onshore winds. 

Red-throated loons fly to and 
from the coast to carry fish to 
their young. Listen for their 
characteristic quack call. 

From mid-July to mid-August, 
brant, Canada, and greater 
white-fronted geese molt their 
wing feathers in large lake basin
complexes of the coastal tundra. 

Huge numbers of red and red
necked phalaropes stage along 
barrier island coasts. 

Peregrine falcons, gyrfalcons, 
and northern harriers fledge 
young . Small numbers of these 
raptors appear along the coast. 

AUGUST 
Caribou begin migrating back to 
the foothills in early-to mid
August. 

Wolf pups are moved from dens 
to rendezvous sites in tall-shrub 
thickets. They are left at these 
sites while the adults hunt. 

In late August, gray whales begin 
migrating west and southward. 
Look for them in Chukchi Sea 
areas. 

Muskoxen begin rut in the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge. 

Singing voles build forage piles of 
grasses. Some piles contain 8-10 
gallons of grass. Look for them 
along alpine slopes, river valleys, 
and in tall-shrub thickets. 

Late August and early September 
are good for observing furbearers 
because brown coats stand out 
against early snows. 

Young long-billed dowitchers, 
and western, semipalmated, and 
pectoral sandpipers occur in 
flocks on exposed mud of drying 
wet tundra or in salt marshes 
along the coast. 

August is the best month for 
spotting rare and accidental birds 
in northern Alaska. 

Snow buntings and Lapland 
longspurs begin flocking together 
in preparation for southward 
migration. 

Arctic terns and black-legged kit
tiwakes begin staging and 
migrating along the coast and 
barrier island-lagoon systems. 
Flocks of 1-5,000 birds may stage 
on barrier island spits. 

Brant stage in coastal salt mar
shes prior to their southward 
migration. 

Snow geese, from nesting 
grounds in Canada, move on to 
the coastal plain of the Arctic Na
tional Wildlife Refuge. Large 
flocks of these and other geese 
occur . 

Female and juvenile eiders 
migrate along the coast in peak 
numbers during late August. 
Flocks of 1 ,000 or more birds can 
be observed. 

Thick-billed murres, other alcids, 
and short-tailed shearwaters oc
cur in offshore and nearshore 
Chukchi Sea waters. 

Large flocks of dunlin congregate 
in mudflats and salt marsh areas 
prior to fall migration. 
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FALL 

SEPTEMBER 
Arctic foxes, collared lemmings, 
and ermines begin turning white 
as winter approaches. 

Wolf pups begin traveling with 
the pack on hunting trips. Use a 
spotting scope to scan alpine 
hillsides and ridges. 

Caribou bulls have full antler 
racks, shed their velvet, and 
begin aggressive rut behavior. 
Also, caribou herds begin 
migrating to wintering grounds. 
Most northern herds winter on 
the south side of the Brooks 
Range. 

Look for migrating arctic, red
throated, and yellow-billed loons 
along the barrier islands. 

Greater white-fronted and 
Canada geese migrate southeast 
through mountain passes and the 
MacKenzie River Valley of 
Canada. 

Glaucous gulls migrate south. 
Spectacular concentrations occa
sionally occur along the coast. 
Watch for Thayer's gulls mixed 
in with them . 

Willow and rock ptarmigan have 
turned white. Flocks of hundreds 
often gather in tall-shrub thickets 
and moist tundra. 

Watch for rare Ross' gulls 
anywhere along the coast. 

Oldsquaws migrate along the 
coast in late September. Over
whelming numbers pass along the 
coast during favorable weather as 
these birds surge out of the north 
barely ahead of freeze-up. Watch 
for them along points of land, 
barrier islands, and from ships. 

OCTOBER 
Collared lemmings, arctic foxes, 
snowshoe hares, and ermines are 
in full winter pelage. 

Caribou rut occurs. 

Moose are in rut. Males, with full 
antler racks , spar in tall-shrub 
thickets. Males can be dangerous 
at this time of year, so maintain a 
safe distance. 

Brown bears enter dens for a 
period of winter dormancy. They 
occasionally emerge from their 
dens during winter. 

Hundreds of Ross' gulls occur 
offshore near Point Barrow and 
other coastal spits of land, pro
viding a unique opportunity to 
view this Siberian bird. 

A few waterbirds remain in open 
water areas. Oldsquaws may re
main in large numbers if open 
water is available. 

NOVEMBER 
Pregnant female polar bears seek 
out dens in snow or heavy sea ice 
along the coast. 

Dall's sheep begin rut in alpine 
ar1as. 

Moose begin losing their antler 
racks. 

A few eiders, oldsquaws, gulls, 
and guillemots linger around ice 
ldtds, but most migratory birds 
have departed. 

Watch for common ravens
L around villages, and gyrfalcons 

and snowy owls in inland areas. 

Large flocks of ptarmigan occur 
in tall-shrub thickets. 
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v. 
INDEX 

The following indexes cross-reference the species of mammals and birds that regularly occur in Alaska to the habitats and 

regions where they are most common. Mammal names follow MacDonald (1980) and bird names are according to A. 0. U. 

(1982). Very rare, casual, and accidental species are not included in this listing. Species introduced to the region are noted by 

an asterisk (*). Where possible, a few specific locations where the species may be seen are listed under "Viewing Tips." 

However, cross-referral to the habitat discriptions in Section III, or the Regional Viewing Opportunities listed in Section IV 

will provide additional information on where to see each species. Consult the references listed on page 6 for additional infor

mation on identification, distribution, and habits of Alaskan wildlife. 


MAMMALS 
NO WE SW SC CE SE AT MT WT HS SH TS MK GI LR CW Cl BL MW HA 

Bison 

Mountain goat x• x 
 X X 

Caribou X X X X X X 

Reindeer X 


X 


Muskox 

X X 
X X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X X 

X 

Dall's sheep X X X X X X X 
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VIEWING TIPS 


REGION 

NO NORTHERN 
WE WESTERN 
SW SOUTHWESTERN 
SC SOUTH COASTAL 
CE CENTRAL 
SE SOUTHEASTERN 

HABITATS 


Elk were introduced to Alaska in 1929. Elk occur only on Afognak and Raspberry Islands near Kodiak Island. 

During winters of deep snow, deer frequent beaches and use old-growth forests. During summer, some deer move to high 
elevations and may be seen in alpine and subalpine areas. 

Moose are most easily viewed in shrub-sapling stage of spruce-hardwood forests, tall-shrub thickets, and 
for cows with calves starting the end of May in muskeg and lowland areas. During rut in late September, 
near the road in Denali National Park. · 

Look for caribou in wet, moist, and alpine tundra. Some good places to look for caribou in the summer months are along the 
Steese Highway near Eagle Summit, around Mile 218 on the Richardson Highway, Mile 186 on the Glenn Highway, on the 
rolling hills north and south of Cantwell, around the Kenai airport, and throughout Denali National Park (CE). Caribou may 
also be seen along the Taylor Highway in May (CE). 

Bison were first introduced to Alaska in 1928. The largest herd roams near Delta. During summer, 
ing binoculars to scan from an overlook at Mile 242, Richardson Highway (CE). Look for bison 
also be seen along the Taylor Highway in May (CE). 

L 
Search rocky cliffs in alpine tundra and on steep mountain slopes in SE and SC for mountain goats. Good places 
Mile 35 and around Portage Glacier on the Sterling Highway (SC), Mile 18 Copper River Highway (SC), abov~ the 
Glacier near Juneau, Horn Cliffs west of Petersburg (SE), and on mountain sides visible from the Alaska Manne 
and SC). 

Muskoxen were extirpated from Alaska in the mid-1800's, but were reintroduced 
remote areas including Nunivak Island National Wildlife Refuge (WE) and the WiiiH1linfH 
(NO). Captive animals can be seen at the research farm at the University of AluJta, 

Scan steep mountain slopes and alpine areas throughout CE Alaska for Dall's sheep. Some good spots to look ~e Denali Na
tional Park, Sheep Mountain at Mile 112.5 on the Glen Highway (CE), Sugarloaf Mountain at Mile 248 Parks Htghway (CE), 
Mile 180 and 248 on the Dalton Highway (CE), Mile 1385 on the Alaska Highway (CE), Mile 294 Glenn Highway (SC), and 
Mile 41-45 on the Sterling Highway (SC). 

AT 
MT 
WT 
HS 
SH 
TS 
MK 
GI 
LR 
cw 
CI 
BL 
MW
HA

ALPINE TUNDRA 
MOIST TUNDRA 
WET TUNDRA 
HEMLOCK-SPRUCE FOREST 
SPRUCE-HARDWOOD FOREST 
TALL-SHRUB THICKETS 
MUSKEGS 
GLACIERS AND ICEFIELDS 
FRESHWATER LAKES, RIVERS, AND RIPARIAN HABITATS 
COASTAL WETLANDS 
COASTAL ISLANDS, CLIFFS, AND ROCKY SHORES 
BARRIER ISLAND-LAGOON SYSTEMS 
MARINE WATERS 
HUMAN-ALTERED HABITATS I 

' 
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X 

NO WE SW SC CE SE AT MT WT HS SH TS MK GI LR CW CI BL MW HA 

I ' 
CARNIVORES ·~ 


Coyote X X X X X X X X X X 

j I 

T 

i 


Wolf X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 


Arctic fox X X X 


Red fox X X X 


Black pear X X 


Brown bear X X X 


X X 

X X X 

X X X 

X X X X 

X X X 

X X X 

X X X X 

X X X X X X 

X X 

X X X X 

• 

~ 

• 

r 


Polar bear X X 


Raccoon 

Marten 

Ermine 
(Short-tailed weasel) 
Least weasel 

Mink 

Wolverine 

River otter 

Sea otter 

X X X 

X X X X X 

X X X X X 

X X X X X 

X X X 

X X X X X 

X X X X X X X X 

X X X 

X X X X X X X X 

X 

X 

X X 

X X 

Lynx X 


MARINE MAMMALS 
Steller's sea lion 

Northern fur seal 

X 


X X X X X X X X X X X X 


X 


X 


X 


X 
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VIEWING TIPS 

Coyotes have become more numerous in Alaska since the early 1900's. Highest numbers currently occur on the Kenai Penin
sula, Matanuska and Susitna Valleys, and the Copper River Valley. 

Wolves are most likely to be seen by scanning alpine tundra areas using binoculars or spotting scopes. They are sometimes visi
ble along bf!aches in SE. 

Arctic foxes may be seen along the coasts of NO and WE Alaska. They are white in winter but brownish in summer. Some live 
on the pack ice during winter. 

Look for red foxes in open habitats (early sera) stages, tundra, agricultural areas) and along roadsides during early morning 
and late evening. Three color phases occur: a red phase, a blackish color phase called "silver fox," and a mixed red and black 
phase called "cross fox." 

Best chance to see a black bear is to scan subalpine mountain slopes throughout Alaska, and coastal marshes in SE, during spr
ing. Bears concentrate around berry patches and salmon spawning streams in midsummer through fall. 

--~---w--------------------------. 
Brown bears can be seen anywhere in the State, but Denali National Park offers the best chance to see one. The McNeil River 
State Game Refuge (SW) and Pack Creek (SE), reached only by charter aircraft, offer excellent viewing along salmon streams. 
See Section IV for information on permits required to visit these are(\s. 

Many hours of flying, or time aboard an ice cutter, are needed to see a polar bear, as they live on the arctic ice pack and only 
rarely are seen along the coast. ' 

Raccoons were introduced to Kodiak Island and a few islands in SE, but are unwanted in Alaska because they eat native birds 
and mammals. These introduced populations have been eradicated during recent years. It is illegal to transport or own rac
coons in Alaska. 

Marten are most abundant in mature forest areas, but hunt at night so they are rarely seen. During winter, their bounding 
tracks are easy to find. 

Both species of weasels are white in winter; in summer they are chocolate brown above and yellowish underneath. They are 
rarely seen, but look for them around brush piles, and in areas where small mammals are abundant. 

Mink are a dark brown weasel with some small white spots on chin and chest. They do not turn white in winter. Mink live 
along streams, lakes, marshes, and ocean shores. Largest numbers occur in SE coastal areas. 

) 

Wolverines are the largest weasel in North America. Alpine areas are the best places to look for them though they occur in 
many habitats. 

Watch for river otters along lake, river, and marine shores in most areas of Alaska. They are particularly common in SC and 
SE. 

Sea otters were hunted to near extinction in the late 1800's. Through protection and transplants, Alaska populations have 
recovered and sea otters occur in coastal areas of SW, SC, and a few outer coast areas in SE . Look for them in kelp beds near 
rocky coasts along the Alaska Marine Highway in SC, and in SE on the ferry route to Pelican, northeast of the entrance to 
Lisianski Inlet. 

Lypx populations peak about every 10 years, usually 1-2 years after hares (their major food) are most abundant. In these years 
they may be easier to see. Lynx hunt fitainly at night, but are sometimes seen at dawn or dusk. Old-forests with interspersed 
patches of open, shrubby vegetation are the best places to find lynx. 

Sea lions use specific rocky coasts to breed. Some of these rookery sites contain 10,000 animals in spring. The Alaska Marine 
Highway between Homer and Kodiak passes sea lion colonies at the Barren Islands and off Afognak Island. Any boat trip into 
Prince William Sound (SC), or SE offers a good chance to see sea lions in the water. Sea lions can be seen from shore in 
downtown Juneau during spring when herring are spawning. 

The best place to see northern fur seals is the Pribilof Islands. About 800Jo of the world population breed there during May 
through October. Migrating fur seals are occasionally seen near shore in SW, SC, and SE during Man and October. 
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NO WE SW SC CE SE AT MT WT HS SH TS MK GI LR CW CI BL MW HA 

X 

X X 

X X 
X X 
X X 

X X 

X X X 

X X X 
X X 

X X X 
X X 

X X X 

X 
X 
X 

X X X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

Walrus X 


Harbor seal 


Spotted seal (largha) X 


Ribbon seal 
Ringed seal 
Bearded seal 

Bowhead 

Gray whale 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

Fin whale 
Sei whale 
Minke whale X 


X X X X X 


Sperm whale X 


Belukha whale X X 

Beaked whales 

Killer whale X 


Dolphins 

X X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X
X 

Dall's porpoise X X X X X 
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VIEWING TIPS 


Travel to remote sites is required to see walrus. The Walrus Islands State Game Sanctuary in SW offers the best viewing. In 
some years, walrus haul out on parts of St. Lawrence Island. During periods of onshore winds when ice is blown nearshore, 
walrus can be spotted from shore or from a plane along the Seward Peninsula and the Chukchi Sea coast (WE and NO). 

Watch for harbor seals along the Alaska Marine Highway in Prince William Sound (SC) and SE-near rocky coasts and on 
floating ice near glaciers. Columbia Glacier and Glacier Bay National Monument are good spots. 

Spotted seals look like harbor seals but occur farther north and give birth on ice, while harbor seals give birth on land. Most 
spotted seal haulouts are in remote areas. They can be seen near Nunivak Island, in Norton Sound, and along the Chukchi Sea 
coast particularly in Kotzebue Sound and Kasegaluk Lagoon. 

These seals are closely associated with the arctic ice pack and are nearshore (in WE and NO) only in winter and / or early spring. 
They are sometimes observed from shore along the Seward Peninsula and the Chukchi Sea coast (WE and NO) in late spring 
and summer. These seals are important to NO and WE coastal Natives for food and some clothing. Look for them hauled out 
while flying over the sea ice in Norton Sound and the northern Bering Sea in April-June. Ringed seals can be seen from shore at 
Nome in early spring. 

In spring, bowhead whales migrate northward into the Chukchi and Beaufort Seas. They follow the receding pack ice and use 
leads of open water. Coastal Natives hunt this whale for food in spring and fall. They can be seen traveling along the edge of 
shorefast ice off Point Hope and Barrow in April and May. 

Gray whales can be observed anywhere along the coast except durin~ winter. Large numbers migrate along SE and SC coasts 
and may be seen from promontories, the Alaska Marine Highway routes, and charter boats during April and early May, and in 
September and October. They are commonly seen near the shores 'of St. Lawrence Island in June-September. 

These rare whales occur primarily offshore, but are rarely sighted during summer from ferries or fishing boats. There may be 
less than 2,000 individuals of each species alive. Both migrate southward during the winter. 

These 3 baleen whales occur in coastal and offshore waters of the Gulf of Alaska and Bering Sea. Take the Alaska Marine 
Highway in SE or SC for a good chance to see any of them . Minke whales are the most commonly seen. 

Humpback whales can be seen along the Alaska Marine Highway routes in SC and SE. Glacier Bay National Monument and 
Prince William Sound are good places to see them in summer. 

Sperm whales may dive deeper than any other mammal; they have been recorded almost 2 miles below the surface. Sperm 
whales usually remain far offshore, but might be seen along the Alaska Marine Highway routes along the outer coast. 

Belukhas are relatively small whales (less than 16 ft/4.3) m) and the only all white whale although young animals are gray to 
blue-gray. They frequently enter the mouth of the Kenai river at high tide and may be spotted from the Fort Kenay overlook at 
Kenai (SC). Belukhas may also be observed in many remote locations along the coast of WE Alaska. They are commonly seen 
in Nashagak Bay near the mouth of the Snake River in June and July. 

Three beaked whales (Baird's, Stejneger's, and Cuvier's) occur in offshore waters of the Gulf of Alaska and Aleutian Islands. 
Little is known about these animals and sight records of live animals are very rare although dead animals quite commonly ap
pear on the Aleutians and offshore islands in the Gulf of Alaska. 

Killer whales are easy to identify. The long dorsal fin of males and black and white markings of both sexes are obvious on sur
facing animals. You are likely to encounter killer whales on any route on the Alaska Marine Highway (SE and SC), particular
ly in the spring and fall as animals migrate to more northern or southern areas. The are also common in Prince William Sound 
anti near Kodiak. L 

Three species of dolphins (Pilot whale, Pacific white-sided dolphin, and Grampus [Risso's dolphin]) occur in Alaskan waters. 
All are small to medium sized and have an abvious, curved dorsal fin. Only the Pacific white-sided dolphin is abundant enough ~~~ 
and distributed so one might be able to view them. Look for this dolphin characteristically jumping out of the water while you 
are on one of the ferry routes in Prince William Sound. 

Harbor porpoise are the smallest North American whale. Usually one merely catches a glimpse of the gray back and small ---1,, 
triangular dorsal fin. Although they are shy, harbor porpoise can be seen from ferries and sometimes near shore. Boat trips 'I 
through Prince William Sound and southeast Alaska provide the best opportunities for viewing. 'I 

Dall 's porpoise often ride the bow waves and play in the stern waves of boats. Their striking black and white markings are 
similar to those of killer whales. Dall's porpoise can be seen along the coast usually over fairly deep water. Any boat trip in SE 
or SC offers a good chance to see these. 
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LAGOMORPHS 
Collared pika 

European rabbit 

Snowshoe hare 

Tundra hare 
(Arctic hare) 

RODENTS 
Woodchuck 

X 

Hoary marmot 
Alaska marmot x 

Arctic ground squirrel · 
(Parka squirrel) 

Red squirrel 

x 

Northern flying squirrel 

Beaver 

Deer mouse 
Sitka mouse 

Bushy-tailed woodrat 

Northern red-backed vole 
Gapper's red-backed vole 
Meadow vole 
Tundra vole 
Long-tailed vole 
Coronation Island vole 
Yellow-cheeked vole 
Singing vole 
Insular vole 

X 

X 

X 

Muskrat 

Brown lemming X X X XNorthern bog lemming 
X X X XCollared lemming X X X 

Norway rat x• x• x• x• x•House mouse x• x• x• x• 

X X X 

X X X X X X X X 
X X X X 

X X X X X 
X X X X X X 

X X X X X X 
X X 

X X 
X X 

X 

X X X X X 

X X X X X 
X 

X X X X 
X X X X X 

X X 
X 

X X 
X X X 
X 

X X X X X 

X 
X X X X 

X* 
x• 

X X X 


X X X 
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VIEWING TIPS 


Pikas live in rock piles in alpine areas of CE, SC, and northern SE. Look for pika along the Pinnell Mountain National 
Recreation Trail (CE), on hillsides near the Eielson Visitor Center in Denali National Park (CE), and on the Chilkoot Trail in 
SE. 

Domestic rabbits were released during the early 1900's on 3 islands in the Aleutians, and on Middleton Island in the Gulf of 
Alaska. 

Look for snowshoe hares in burned-over forests, tall-shrub thickets, and in forests. 

Tundra hares occur on tundra and rocky slope areas of western Alaska. They sometimes congregate in large numbers. 

The North American range of woodchucks extends just into interior Alaska. Elaborate tunnel systems are dug in dry soil. 

Look for marmots in alpine and subalpine areas of Alaska . Alaska marmots, distinguished by the lack of a white face patch, 
occur primarily in the Brooks Range. Good spots to look for hoary marmots are along alpine trails in Chugach State Park and 
Chugach National Forest (SC), Pinnell Mountain National Recreational Trail, and Denali National Park (CE). 

Ground squirrels are common at Eielson Visitor Center in Denali National Park (CE), along riverbanks and roadcuts along the 
Steese Highway (CE), and in moist and alpine tundra of WE and ~0 Alaska. 

--~--------------------------------
Listen for the chatter of red squirrels in forests throughout Alaska. Squirrels and their spruce cone middens (piles of cones col
lected for winter food) are easy to find in forests throughout the State. 

Flying squirrels occur in forested areas throughout Alaska, but are active only at night. They are active during twilight hours in 
May and June and a lucky observer may spot one. Sunflower seeds and suet attract flying squirrels to birdfeeders. 

Dome-shaped beaver lodges occur in many small lakes and stream valleys of Alaska, but some beavers dig burrows in river 
banks instead of building lodges . Beaver are active in early morning and late evening. Beaver dams are easy to see along the 
Seward and Sterling Highways (SC), along the Richardson Highway south of Delta, and along the Tok Cutoff (CE) . 

Deer mice occur in a wide variety of habitats in SE. Sitka mice, a closely related but larger mouse, occur on some islands of SE, 
including Baranof and Chichagof. They are most numerous at the beach/forest edge. Both are nocturnal in the wild, but 
sometimes can be spotted scurrying over the ground. They love making pests of themselves in cabins. 

In Alaska, bushy-tailed woodrats occur only in rocky outcrops along the mountains or mainland SE. Look for them along the 
Chilkoot Trail. 

Nine different species of voles (small mouse-like a.nimals with short tails) occur in Alaska. All are elusive and difficult to 
observe because they scurry around in vegetation on the ground. The ranges of some species are limited and one must know 
where to look. During winter, voles often feed on top of the snow below bird feeders where seeds have fallen. Their small tracks 
frequently dot light snow. In fall, you may spot a vole running across a road. Red-backed voles are probably the most abun
dant species. They are also the only Alaskan voles that readily sets up housekeeping in man-made structures. Singing voles oc
cur in colonies in alpine areas and may be, detected by their alarm calls. Look for vole runways in grassy areas. 

f L 
Some easily accessible spots where muskrat live are the Chena River Recreation Area (CE), Potter Point State Game Refuge, 
Portage Flats, Tern Lake at Mile 35 on the Sterling Highway (SC), Mendenhall Wetlands State Game Refuge (SE), and the 
Stikine River Flats (SE) . 

In winter, brown and collared lemmings build grass nests, while northern bog lemmings dig into the ground. In summer, lem
ming nests and the dirt piles that mark bog lemming tunnels can be found in tundra areas. 

As in many other parts of the world, these 2 species followed man to parts of Alaska. Usually they are unwanted because of 
their destructive habits . They are most often found near garbage dumps, railway and truck depots, and old houses. 
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X X 

NO WE SW SC CE 

Meadow jumping mouse X X X 

Western jumping mouse 


Porcupine X X X X X 


BATS 

Little brown bat X X X X X X 

Keen's Myotis 

Long-legged Myotis 

California Myotis X X 

Silver-haired bat X X X 

Bi brown bat X X 


SHREWS 

Masked shrew X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Pribilof shrew X X 


Dusky shrew X X X X X X X X X X X X X 


Water shrew X X X X X 

Arctic shrew X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Pygmy shrew X X X X X X X 


BIRDS 
LOONS 


Common loon 


Yellow-billed loon X 

Arctic loon X 


X X X X X 

X X X 

X X X X X X X X 

X X X X 

Red-throated loon X X 

GREBES 

Red-necked grebe X X X X X X X X X 


Horned grebe X X X X X X X X X 


Western grebe X X X 


Pied-billed grebe X X 


TUBENOSES 

Black-footed albatross X X X X 


Laysan albatross X X X 


Northern fulmar X X X X X X 


Scaled petrel X X X X X 


Sooty shearwater X X X X 


Short-tailed shearwater X X X X X 


Fork-tailed storm-petrel X X X X X X 


Leach's storm-petrel X X X X X 


Double-crested cormorant X X X 

Pelagic cormorant X X X X 

Red-faced cormorant X X 


HERON AND BITTERN 

Great blue heron X X X X 

American bittern X X X 
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VIEWING TIPS 

Jumping mice occur only in low numbers, though meadow jumping mice are widely distributed. Their long tails and long 
jumps make them easy to recognize. Around dusk is the best time to look for them. 

Porcupines live in forested and tall-shrub thickets throughout most of Alaska. Porcupines are most active at night or in early 
morning. Watch along roadsides in these areas and you may see a porcupine lumbering up the road bank. Look for porcupine 
scrapings on spruce trees. 

The life histories and distributions of Alaskan bats are poorly known. All are primarily nocturnal. Bats feed on insects they 
catch in flight or on vegetation. Most of Alaska's bats migrate south during cold months, but some may hibernate in buildings, 
hollow trees, or rock caves. The little brown bat is the most widely distributed and probably most abundant in Alaska. Few 
specimens of the others have been collected so their distributions and habits in Alaska are unknown. 

Shrews are the smallest mammals in Alaska. Their small size, long tail, and pointed snout distinguish them from voles. Shrews 
prey on insects and other small animals, and must eat voraciously to stay alive. Shrews do not hibernate, but remain active 
under the snow throughout winter. 

Any lake in central Alaska is likely to have a pair of loons nesting on it. Canoe trails on the Kenai National Wildlife 
Refuge (SC) and at Nancy Lake Recreation Area (SC) provide good viewing in summer. 

During summer yellow-billed loons nest at low densities in tundra ponds of NO and WE. In late September, migrants in 
breeding plumage are fairly common in lagoons and bays of northwestern Alaska. During winter , they use inshore and 
nearshore marine waters of SW, SC and SE. 

Arctic loons nest on smaller lakes than common loons. Good spots to look for them in summer are the Kenai National 
Wildlife Refuge (CE), Nancy Lake Recreation Area (CE), and the Yukon Flats National Wildlife Refuge (CE). 

Red-throated loons nest on smaller ponds than any other Alaskan loon . Look for them along the coast in spring , sum
mer and fall. Good places to look in summer are the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge (CE), and Mendenhall Wetlands 
State Game Refuge (SE). 

Good spots to look for red-necked and horned greb~ are Potter Point State Game Refuge (SC), Nancy Lake Recrea
tion Area (CE), Kenai National Wildlife Refuge (CE), and Yukon Flats National Wildlife Refuge (CE). Western and 
pied-billed grebes occur in SE, mainly in inshore marine waters during fall and winter; other grebes occur in SE mainly 
during spring, fall, and winter. 

I' 

One must travel to offshore waters to view any tubenose bird. Some species may be seen along the Alaska Marine 
Highway routes, particularly those in SC between Homer, Kodiak, Dutch Harbor, and in SE, to Sitka. Shearwaters and 
albatrosses have also been seen in Chatham Straits in SE. Fork-tailed storm-petrels sometimes occur in nearshore 
w~iters of Prince William Sound and s£ Alaska, especially during late August and September. At night, storm-petrels 
are attracted to boat lights and may be seen and heard by anchoring near a colony in spring and early summer. St. 
Lazaria Island, near Sitka, is the most accessible colony. 

Cormorants often sit on piers and pilings near coastal towns with their wings spread out to dry. Cormorant nesting col
onies can be seen along the Alaska Marine Highway routes between Homer, Kodiak, Seward, and Valdez. Double
crested cormorants also nest in trees around lakes on the Kenai Peninsula, near Anchorage, and other areas in SC. 

Great blue herons are most often seen along the coast of SE Alaska and in the Cook Inlet and Prince William Sound 
areas of SC . American bitterns are not known to nest in Alaska but occur rarely along the major river systems of SE. 
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SWANS 

Whoopper swan 

Tundra swan(formerly 
whistling swan) X X X X X X X X X 

Trumpeter swan X X X X X 

GEESE 
Canada goose X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Brant X X X X X X X X X X 

Emperor goose X X X X X X X 

Greater white-fronted 

goose X X X X X X 


Snow goose X X X X X X X X 

Bean goose X X X 

DABBLING DUCKS 
Mallard X X X X X X X X X X 

Gadwall X X X X X X X X X 


Northern pintail X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

(formerly pintail) 


Green-winged teal X X X X X X X X X X X X 


Blue-winged teal X X X X X X X 

Cinnamon teal XX 

Garganey X X X 
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VIEWING TIPS 

The whooper swan is a rare Asiatic swan that occasionally winters in the Aleutian Islands. 

Tundra swans nest mainly in tundra areas and use coastal river deltas including the Yukon-Delta National Wildlife 
Refuge (WE), Naknek River (SW), Portage Flats (SC), and Copper River Delta (SC) . In late fall and early spring, look 
for tundra swans in coastal SE, and Palmer Flats State Game Refuge (SC). 

Trumpeter swans nest on lakes and ponds of forested regions. Good spots to look during summer are Kenai National 
Wildlife Refuge, Yukon Flats National Wildlife Refuge, and along the Richardson Highway (CE). Swans occur in SE 
and SC during migration in April and late fall. A few trumpeter swans occur in SE during winter; Blind Slough near 
Petersburg offers excellent viewing. 

Canada geese nest throughout much of Alaska and may be seen along the coast or inland during spring and fall migra
tion. Potter Point State Game Refuge (SC) and Creamer's Field Waterfowl Refuge (CE) are good places to see Canadas 
in late April and May. The Vancouver subspecies of Canada goose is nonmigratory, and may be seen year-round at the 
Mendenhall Wetlands State Game Refuge near Juneau (SE). 

Best places to see brant are the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta where most nest, and along the coast of SC, SW, and WE in 
spring. Large numbers may be seen in Safety Lagoon near Nome (WE) in May. Non breeding birds congregate on large 
lakes in NO during July and August to molt their wing feathers. A spectacular concentration of brant occurs from late 
August through October at the Izembek National Wildlife Refuge (SW). 

Emperor geese are endemic to the Bering Sea Region of Alaska. Good places to see emperor geese include: Yukon
Kuskokwim National Wildlife Refuge (WE) and during fall and winter at the Izembek National Wildlife Refuge (SE). 

Except for the subspecies of Tule white-fronts that nest around Cook Inlet, the majority of white-fronts nest north of 
the Alaska Range. They may be seen anywhere in Alaska in spring and fall. Creamer's Field Waterfowl Refuge (CE) of
fers good viewing in late April and May. 

A few snow geese nest near Prudhoe Bay (NO) in some years. Large flocks of snow geese enroute to nesting areas in 
Siberia may be seen on the Kenai River Flats (CE) in late April and along the WE coast (particularly Nome), soon 
thereafter . In August, snow geese from nesting areas in Canada congregate on the coastal plain of the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge (NO). 

Bean geese regularly occur in the Aleutian Islands during spring. 

Any small pond, marsh, river slough, or other .flooded land is mallard habitat. Mallards occur every spring at 
Creamer's Field Waterfowl Refuge (CE), and Potter Point State Game Refuge (SC) . 

Gadwall are most numerous on the Copper River Delta (SC) in spring and fall. During winter, large flocks gather in 
protected bays of Prince William Sound (SC) and may be seen along Alaska Marine Highway routes. 

Northern pintail are the most abundant al}.d widely distributed duck in Alaska. Look for them in any pond or marsh. In 
April and May, large numbers stop over at Creamer's Field Waterfowl Refuge (CE), Potter Point State Game Refuge 
(SC), and Mendenhall Wetlands State Game Refuge (SE). 

L ook for green-winged teal on ponds in forested areas during summer. During migration, they use coastal wetlands, 
agricultural fields, and any open water. Creamer's Field Waterfowl Refuge (CE), Potter Point State Game Refuge (SC) 
and Mendenha!l Wetlands State Game Refuge (SE) are good places to look in spring and fall. 

The Copper River Delta (SC), freshwater wetlands throughout SE and occasionally, Potter Point State Game Refuge 
(SC), are visited by blue-winged teal, an uncommon species in Alaska. 

Cinnamon teal occur rarely in SE Alaska during spring. Look for them at the Mendenhall Wetlands State Game Refuge 
(SE). 

Garganey, an Asiatic bird, occur only in the Aleutian Islands during spring and fall. 
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Northern shoveler X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Eurasian wigeon X X X X X X X X X 

American wigeon X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

DIVING DUCKS 
Canvasback 
Redhead 

X X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

Common pochard 

Ring-necked duck 

X 

X X X X X 

X 

X 

Greater scaup 
Lesser scaup 

X X 
X 

X X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X X X X X 
X 

Tufted duck X X 

Common goldeneye X X X X X X X X X 

Barrow's goldeneye X X X X X X X X 


Bufflehead 

Oldsquaw X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X X X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X X 

X 

X 

Harlequin duck 

Steller's eider 

Common eider 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

King eider X X X X X X X X X 

Spectacled eider X X X X X X X 
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VIEWING TIPS 


Northern shovelers nest throughout Alaska, except SW. They use shallow, muddy ponds. Mendenhall Wetlands State 
Game Refuge (SE), Potter Point State Game Refuge (SC), and Creamer's Field Migratory Waterfowl Refuge (CE) of
fer good viewing in late April and May. 

Look for Eurasian wigeon amidst flocks of American wigeon, particularly in spring. Most sightings are from the Aleu
tian Islands, but Eurasian wigeon have been seen at Mendenhall Wetlands State Game Refuge (SE), and Potter Point 
State Game Refuge (SC). 

American wigeon are common throughout Alaska. Look for nesting birds in muskegs, rivers, lakes, and sloughs. In 
migration, look for wigeon at Mendenhall Wetlands State Game Refuge (SE), Potter Point State Game Refuge (SC), 
and Creamer's Field Migratory Waterfowl Refuge (CE). 

Canvasbacks and redheads prefer deep lakes with vegetation along the shore. Coastal bays, rivers, and lakes are used 
during migration. Both species are most often seen in and around the Tetlin National Wildlife Refuge, Yukon Flats Na
tional Wildlife Refuge, and Minto Flats (CE). 

In Alaska, common pochards are found only in the Aleutian and Pribilof Islands. 

Look for ring-necked ducks, an uncommon to rare species in Alaska, in deep lakes and ponds in SE, SC and CE. Tetlin 
National Wildlife Refuge (CE), Yukon Flats National Wildlife Refuge (CE), and the Copper River Delta (SC) are good 
places to look. :

I 

Look for scaup nesting in deep ponds and sloughs throughout Alaska. Lesser scaup are more common in interior 
Alaska than elsewhere during summer. In winter, flocks of scaup may be seen in saltwater bays near any coastal town in 
SW, SC, and SE. 

Tufted ducks are rare year-round visitors to the Aleutian Islands. 

Goldeneyes nest in cavities of dead trees, and thus occur on ponds mainly in forested regions. Barrow's goldeneye 
sometimes nest in rock crevices, however. In winter, both species occur along the coasts of SW, SC and SE and can be 
seen near any coastal town. 

Look for buffleheads on ponds and lakes in forested areas during summer and along the coast of SW, SC and SE in 
winter. 

Oldsquaws nest in tundra areas in all regions of Alfiska. In July, tremendous numbers of males congregate to molt in 
the barrier-island lagoon systems of NO and WE .. Fall migrations along the NO coast in late September can be spec
tacular. In winter, you can see oldsquaws and listen to their musical calls in protected marine bays throughout SW, SC, 
and SE, and in open water areas of the Bering Sea. 

Harlequin ducks nest along fast-moving, clear streams throughout Alaska. Also, look for them along rocky coasts 
throughout SW, SC, and SE. 

Steller's eiders are best seen in fall when huge numbers concentrate in coastal lagoons on the Alaska Peninsula, especial
ly at Izembek National Wildlife Refuget(SW). In winter, Kodiak Island is the most accessible location to view them. 
They nest in WE and NO on coastal tundra. 

Most common eiders nest in colonies on barrier islands of NO and marine islands and shores of WE, SW, and SC. Spec
f 	 tacular spring migrations may be~een along the coasts of WE and NO during late May. Nome and Barrow are good 

places to observe the migration. During winter and early spring, common eiders can be easily observed at Homer Spit 
and Kodiak Island (SC). 

King eiders nest on ponds in coastal tundra of NO and WE. Spectacular migration flights can be observed along WE 
and NO coasts in April and May from places such as Hooper Bay, Cape Lisburne, Wainwright and Barrow. In July, 
male king eiders migrate southward along NO and WE and huge flights can be observed along the coast near Barrow, 
Wainwright, and Cape Lisburne. Small numbers winter near Homer and Kodiak. 

Spectacled eiders occur mainly in Alaska, though a few nest in Siberia. They are best looked for in wet tundra, and river 
deltas along the coast of WE and NO Alaska during summer. Wintering areas are poorly known. 
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White-winged scoter 
Surf scoter 
Black scoter 

X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

Hooded merganser X X X X X 

Smew 

Common merganser 

X 

X X X X 

Red-breasted merganser 

HAWKS 
Northern goshawk 
Sharp-shinned hawk 

X X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 

Red-tailed hawk X X X 

X X 

X 

X 

X X X X X X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X X X X X 

Swainson's hawk X 

Rough-legged hawk X X X X X 

EAGLES 
Golden eagle X X X X X 

Bald eagle X X X X X 

HARRIER 
Northern harrier 

(formerly marsh 
hawk) X X X X X X 

OSPREY 
Osprey X X X X X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X X X X X 

- X X X X X 

X X X 

FALCONS 
Gyrfalcon 

Peregrine falcon 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X X 

X 

X X 

American kestrel 

Merlin 

GROUSE 
Blue grouse 

Spruce grouse 

X X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
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VIEWING TIPS 


White-winged, surf, and black scoters can be seen throughout the year, but especially in winter, near towns along the 
coasts of SW, SC, and SE. Most white-winged scoters breed in interior Alaska. Surf scoters nest in the area from Denali 
National Park (CE) northward, while black scoters nest only in SW and WE. 

Hooded mergansers nest only along a few of the major rivers on mainland SE including the Chickamin, Stikine, Taku 
and Chilkat. Wintering birds occur irregularly near Juneau and Sitka. 

Smew, an Asiatic merganser, occur mostly in the Aleutian Islands. 

Common mergansers nest in hollow trees, and rock crevices near ponds in forested areas. In migration and winter, they 
use open freshwater rivers and lakes in SW, SC, and SE. 

Red-breasted mergansers are most common along the coast. In winter, they can be observed using inshore waters near 
most coastal towns in SW, SC, and SE. 

Northern goshawks and sharp-shinned hawks are secretive forest-dwelling hawks. They are most often glimpsed hurtl
ing through the forest after prey. In late August, sharp-shins may be seen migrating along subalpine and alpine ridges. 
Goshawks winter in Alaska. 

Red-tailed hawks are the most common buteo in forested parts of Alaska. Look for them at the edges of spruce
hardwood and hemlock-spruce forests, in river valleys, and low on mountain slopes. In spring and fall, migrating red
tails often soar along ridges and mountain passes along the Alaska Highway. 

I 

Swainson's hawk are rare nesters in CE. Look for them in open' spruce-hardwood forests. 

Rough-legged hawks are common in alpine and dry tundra of WE and NO Alaska, and are seen fairly often in CE. 
They usually nest on cliffs. 

Golden eagles are most common in CE, but occur throughout the State. Look for them, especially near cliffs and rocky 
areas, on steep alpine slopes. 

Bald eagles nest in all regions of Alaska except NO. They are most common along the coast of SE and SC where they 
can be seen near any town on the coast, along the Alaska Marine Highway routes, and nest salmon spawning streams in 
summer and fall. The largest concentration of bald eagles in the world may be seen along the Chilkat River near Haines 
(SE) in late fall and early winter. 

Northern harriers use open habitats including all types of tundra, coastal wetlands, and agricultural areas. They are 
often seen at Creamer's Field Migratory Waterfowl Refuge (CE), and Potter Point State Game Refuge (SC). 

Although rare, osprey occur throughout most of Alaska during spring, summer and fall. Look for them along lakes, 
rivers, and marine waters in forested areas. · 

Gyrfalcons occur mainly in alpine, wet, and moist tundra, and other open habitats. They are regularly seen in Denali 
National Park (CE). 

Three subspecies of peregrine falcon occur in Alaska. The tundra and American subspecies are both endangered; they 
occur mainly along river valleys in CE, NO, and WE areas. The Alaska population of Peale's subspecies remains 

f healthy; they occur primarily in cs_astal areas in SW, SC, and SE. 

American kestrels breed only in CE, but are common in SE and rare in SC during migration. Look for them in agricul
tural areas, burned-over forests, at the edge of forests, and in subalpine areas. 

Merlins prefer forest edges, muskegs, coastal wetlands, and subalpine areas. Alpine areas along the Alaska Highway 
(CE), and wetlands of the Copper River Delta (SC) are good spots to look for merlins in spring and fall. 

Blue grouse are easiest to find in spring when their "hooting" courtship calls echo throughout the dense spruce
hemlock forest in SE. In fall, blue grouse often feed on berries near timberline. 

Spruce grouse occur wherever spruce trees occur in Alaska, but are most abundant in CE. In fall, spruce grouse fre
quent roadsides to pick up grit. 
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Ruffed grouse X X X X X 


Sharp-tailed grouse X X 


PTARMIGAN 

Willow ptarmigan X X X X X X X X X X 

Rock ptarmigan X X X X X X X X 

White-tailed ptarmigan X X X X X X 


CRANES 
Sandhill crane X X X X X X X X X X X X 

RAILS AND COOTS 

American coot X X X X 


OYSTER CATCHER 
American Black oyster-
catcher X X X X 

PLOVERS 

Semipalmated plover X X X X X X X X X X 


Killdeer 
 X X X X X X 

Lesser ~olden plover X X X X X X X X X X

(former y American golden t 

plover) 


Black-bellied plover X X X X X X X X X X 


Mongolian plover X X X X 

Eurasian dotterel X X  X
Ringed plover 

XX 

SANDPIPERS 

Hudsonian godwit X X X X X X X X X 


Bar-tailed godwit X X X X 
 X X X 

Marbled godwit X X X X 


Whimbrel X X X X X X X X X 


Bristle-thighed curlew X X X X X 
 X X 


Upland sandpiper x · X X X 
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VIEWING TIPS 


Ruffed Grouse prefer forests dominated by deciduous trees and tall shrub thickets in CE Alaska. They also occur along 
the Taku and Stikine Rivers in SE. In late April and early May, listen for Ruffed Grouse "drumming" in early morning 
and late evening. 

In Alaska, Sharp-tailed Grouse occur only in CE, primarily along the upper drainages of the Yukon River and North 
Fork of the Kuskokwim. Look for them in muskeg and young seral stages of spruce-hardwood forest. 

During summer, Rock and Wliite- a1lea Ptarmigan prefer alpine ana mOist tunara, w i e Willow tarm1gan use wet 
tundra and shrub thickets. Good places to look for all three species are alpine areas of Chugach National Forest (SC), 
Denali National Park (CE), and Pinnell Mountain National Recreation Trail (CE). Rock and Willow Ptarmigan can be 
seen throughout the State. 

Sandhill cranes use tundra and wetland habitats throughout Alaska. In spring and fall, spectacular migrations can be 
observed near Delta Junction (CE), the Copper River Delta (SC), on the Stikine River Flats (SE), and in some areas of 
WE. 

American coots occur sporadica ly in AlasKa, most o ten m ney nave oeen seen at tlie Menaenliall 
Wetlands State Game Refuge (SE). 

American black oystercatchers can be found along rocky coasts and offshore islands throughout the year. Look for 
them in SE, and SC in Prince William Sound and Kodiak Island. 

f 

' 
Look for semipalmated plovers along grave 

Killdeer are rare in Alaska but occur in open habitats including coastal wetlands, lake shores, and gravel pit tailings. 
Mendenhall Wetlands State Game Refuge and the Stikine River Flats (SE) are good spots to look. 

Golden plovers use open habitats in all regions during spring and fall migration. They nest in alpine and moist tundra 
of CE, NO and WE. Good places to look for them in June and July are Denali National Park (CE), Pinnell Mountain 
National Recreation Trail (CE), and all tundra areas in NO. 

Look for black-bellied plovers on mudflats and coastal shores throughout Alaska in late April and May, and in fall. 
Look for them during summer in moist tundra along the Nome Road System (WE), and at Barrow, Prudhoe Bay, and 
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (NO). 

These Asiatic plovers are most often seen in summer in alpine tundra on St. Lawrence Island, other Bering Sea Islands 
and along th.e Seward Peninsula. · 

Hudsonian godwits nest in wet tundra and coastal wetlands of SC and WE Alaska and can be seen in migration at Pot
ter Point State Game Refuge and other wetlands along Cook Inlet (SC). 

Bar-tailed godwits nest on wet tundra from the Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge (WE) north to the Colville River 
(NO). In migration, a few birds turn up in coastal wetlands of SC, but are most common in SW. 

I 

Marbled godwits are rare visitors to SW Alaska. 

Whimbrels can be seen in coastal)Vetlands throughout most of the State. Potter Point State Game Refuge (SC) Copper 
River Delta (SC), and freshwater wetlands in CE are prospective places to look. During summer, alpine tundra areas of 
Denail National Park (CE), Pinnell Mountain National Recreation Trail (CE), and along the Nome road system (WE), 
are good spots to look. 

Bristle-thighed curlews nest on dry tundra ridges of WE . A good spot to look for them is in the mountains of the lower--~~-'\' 
Yukon River. During migration to South Pacific wintering areas, they are often seen in the Aleutian Islands. 

Look for Upland Sandpipers near timberline and in muskeg areas. Wonder Lake in Denali National park (CE) and the 
domes north of Fairbanks (Ester Dome, Murphy Dome) (CE) are good spots to look. 
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X X X 


X X X 


Greater yellowlegs X X X X X X X X 

Lesser yellowlegs 
 X X X X X X X X 

j 

Solitary sandpiper X X X X X X X X 


Wood sandpiper X X X X 


Common sand iP.er X X X X 


Spotted sandpiper X X X X X X X X 


Wandering tattler X X X X X X X X X 


Polynesian tattler X X X X 


Ruddy turnstone X X X X X X X X X 

Black turnstone 
 X X X X X X X X X 

Red-necked phalarope X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

(formerly northern 

phalarope) 


Red phalarope X X X X X X X X X X 
I 


Common snipe X X X X X X X X 


Short-billed dowitcher X X X X X 

Long-billed dowitcher X X X X X X X X X 


Surfbird X X X X X X X 


Red knot X X X X X X X 


Sanderling X X X X X X X X X 


Semipalmated sandpiper X X X X X X X X X X 


Western sandpiper X X X X X X X X X 


Rufous-necked sandpiper X X X X X 


Long-toed stint 
 X X X X X 
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VIEWING TIPS 

Spotted redshanks are rare fall visitors, while greenshanks are rare spring visitors to SW. 

Greater and lesser yellowlegs occur together during migration. Both use muskegs, freshwater wetlands, and, in migra
tion, coastal wetlands. Potter Point State Game Refuge (SC), Mendenhall Wetlands State Game Refuge are good spots 
to look. Lesser yellowlegs nest more commonly north of the Alaska range. 

Solitary sandpipers nest along streams and bogs, near muskegs and forests throughout Alaska. Chena River Recreation 
Area (CE) is a good place to look for them. 

Wood sandpipers are rare nesters in coastal wetlands of SW. 

Common sandpipers occur on Bering Sea islands during spring and fall migration. 

Spotted sandpipers can be found on gravel beaches of lakes, rivers and the sea coast in every region of Alaska. 

Look for wandering tattlers in alpine tundra during summer. Pinnell Mountain National Recreation Trail (CE), and 
Polychrome Pass in Denali National Park (CE) are good places to look. They occur along rocky coasts on migration. 

Polynesian tattlers are rare visitors to SW and WE oceanic islands and rocky coasts of SW and WE. 
J 

Look for turnstones on rocky coasts during spring and fall. ruddy turnstones nest in WE and NO. Black turnstones nest 
nowhere in the world except SW and WE Alaska. Homer Spit (~C) is a good place to look in spring and fall for both 
species. 

Look for red-necked phalaropes on small ponds and lake margins throughout the State during spring, summer and fall. 
They nest in all regions except SE. Potter Point State Game Refuge (SC), Kenai National Wildlife Refuge (CE) and 
Tetlin National Wildlife Refuge (CE) are good spots to look. 

Wet tundra around Barrow (NO), Prudhoe Bay (NO), Nome (WE) and Kotzebue (WE) are good places to look for 
nesting red phalaropes. Huge concentrations occur along NO barrier island shores in early to mid-August. From mid
May through mid-June, red phalaropes are common in Prince William Sound and can be seen from the Alaska Marine 
Highway (SC). 

Look for snipe in coastal wetlands and muskegs throughout all regions, including the Copper River Delta (SC), Kenai 
National Wildlife Refuge (SC), Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge (SW) and Minto Flats (CE). 

Short-billed dowitchers nest in coastal wetlands of SC and SW, while long-billed dowitchers nest in NO, CE, and WE, 
but occur in other regions on migration. Both specJes can be seen in large numbers in spring on the Copper River Delta 
and mudflats of Prince William Sound (SC). 

Look for migrating surfbirds along rocky coast~:in Prince William Sound in spring. During summer, look for them in 
alpine areas of Pinnell Mountain National Recreation Trail (CE), Chena River Recreation Area (CE), and Denali Na
tional Park (CE). 

Red knots are easiest to see during spring migration; large numbers stage on mudflats of the Copper River Delta in early 
May. They nest at low densities in NO and WE. 

Sanderlings occur in Alaska only as migrants. In late May and early June, look for them on sandy beaches in SC and on 
the Copper River Delta (SC). Fall migrants occur in small numbers along much of the Alaska coastline. 

• 	 Look for semipalmated sandpipefS on lake and pond shores in CE during spring. Good spots to see nesting birds during 
June are Barrow (NO), Prudhoe Bay (NO), and the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (NO). 

Western sandpipers are common in coastal wetlands during migration. Nearly the entire world population passes 
through the Copper River Delta (SC) in late April and early May. Look for nesting birds in wet tundra around Nome 
(WE), Kotzebue (WE), Bering Land Bridge National Preserve (WE), and Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge (WE). 

Rufous-necked sandpiper are rare nesters in wet tundra of WE and NO. Look for for them on St. Lawrence Island 
(WE), on the Seward Peninsula, Bering Land Bridge National Preserve (WE) and in the Aleutian Islands during spring 
and fall migration. 

Look for the rare long-toed stint on the Pribilof Islands (SW) during migration periods. 
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MW HA 

Least sandpiper 

NO 

X 

WE 

X 

SW 

X 

SC 

X 

CE 

X 

SE 

X 

AT MT WT HS SH TS MK 

X 

GI LR 

X 

CW 

X 

CI BL 

White-rumped sandpiper X X X X 

Bairds' sandpiper X X X X X X X X X X X 

Pectoral sandpiper X X X X X X X X X X 

Sharp-tailed sandpiper X X X X 

Rock sandpiper X X X X X X X X X X 

Dun lin X X X X X X X X X X 

Stilt sandpiper X X X X X 


Buff-breasted sandpiper X X X X X 


Ruff X X X X X X X 

JAEGERS 
Pomarine jaeger X X X X X X X X X 

Parasitic jaeger X X X X X X X X X X X 

Long-tailed jaeger X X X X X X X X X X 

GULLS 
Glaucous gull X X X X X X X X X X X X 
Glaucous-winged gull X X X X X X X X X X X 

Slaty-backed gull X X X X X X 

Herring gull X X X X X X X X X X X X 
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VIEWING TIPS 


Least sandpipers use coastal wetlands, muskegs, and rivers and lakes with marshy margins throughout the state. 

Mendenhall Wetlands State Game Refuge (SE), and Potter Point State Game Refuge (SC) are good spots to see them. 


White-rumped sandpipers nest mainly in the Canadian arctic but a few range into eastern portions of NO. Look for 

nesting birds in June around Barrow and the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. 


Baird's sandpipers occur in most regions during spring and fall migrations. They nest in alpine and moist tundra; look 

for them during June and July at Pinnell Mountain National Recreation Trail (CE), Denali National Park (CE), around 
Barrow (NO), Prudhoe Bay (NO), and Nome (WE). 

Pectoral sandpipers use coastal wetlands, vegetated margins of lakes during migration, and open fields. Look for them 
in spring on the Mendenhall Wetlands State Game Refuge (SE), Copper River Delta (SC), and Creamer's Field 
Migratory Waterfowl Refuge (CE). The fascinating courtship display can be seen in June around Barrow, Prudhoe 
Bay, and Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (NO); Nome, Kotzebue, and Bering Land Bridge National Preserve (WE). 

Sharp-tailed sandpipers are rare visitors to WE Alaska; no nests have been recorded. Look for them in fall along the 
west coast from Kotzebue to Kodiak. 

Best place to see rock sandpipers is along rocky coasts in spring, fall and winter; Homer Spit (SC) is a good spot. They 
nest in alpine and moist tundra of WE and SW. The Pribilof Islands (SW), Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge 
(WE), Bering Land Bridge National Preserve (WE), and along the Nome road system (WE) are good spots in June and 
fu~. . 

Dunlins use mudflats and sand beaches along the entire coast of Alaska during migration. Most of the Alaskan popula
tion of dunlins pass through the Copper River Delta (SC) in early May. Nesting birds occur in SW, WE and NO in moist 
and wet tundra. Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge (WE), around Nome or Kotzebue (WE) and Barrow or Prudhoe 
Bay (NO) offer good viewing. 

Stilt sandpipers range into eastern NO but are not known to nest in Alaska. Best chance to see one is in coastal wetlands 
of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (NO). 

Buff-breasted sandpipers court on "leks" similar to some grouse. They nest only in NO, east of Barrow (Prudhoe Bay 
and Arctic National Wildlife Range are places to look). They also occur irregularly during migration in other regions. 
Flocks have appeared in open areas and fields around Fairbanks in spring of some years. 

Ruffs appear irregularly in SE, SW, WE and NO mainly in spring and fall in coastal wetlands and wet tundra . A pair 
nested at Mendenhall Wetland State Game Refuge in 1982. 

Pomarine jaegars might be seen from the Alaska Marine Highway in SC from mid-April to early June, and late July to 
early August. In summer, look for nesting and migrating birds around Barrow (NO), Prudhoe Bay (NO), Kotzebue 
(WE) and Nome (WE). 

Parasitic jaegars occur in coastal areas of the State in spring, summer and fall. Mendenhall Wetlands State Game 
Refuge and Stikine Flats (SE), Copper River Delta (SC), Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge (WE), around Nome 
(WE) and Barrow or Prudhoe Bay (NO) are good places to look. 

Good spots to see long-tailed jaegars are Denali National Park (CE), around Barrow or Prudhoe Bay (NO), Nome 
(WE), or any wet coastal or alpine tundra area. 

' These gulls look similar and may iti'terbreed in some areas. Glaucous gulls nest in more northern areas and are larger 
than glaucous-winged gulls. Both species can be found anywhere along the coast, especially near seabird colonies, 
salmon spawning streams, canneries, and dumps. The largest glaucous-winged gull colony in the world occurs on Egg 
Island near Cordova. 

Slaty-backed gulls, an Asiatic species, occur irregularly in the Bering, Beaufort and Chukchi Seas. Look for them 
around the Pribilof Islands (SW), St. Lawrence Island (WE), Nome (WE) and Barrow (NO). 

Herring gulls are the only large gull that is common inland. Look for them in Denali National Park (CE), along the 
Tanana and Yukon Rivers (CE) as well as along inland lakes and rivers throughout SC and SE. 
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Thayer's gull X X X X X X X X 

Ring-billed gull X X X X 

Mew gull X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Black-headed gull 

Bonaparte's gull 

X 

X 

X 

X X X X X X X 

X X X 

X 

Sabine's gull X X X X X X X X X X X 

Black-legged kittiwake X X X X X X X X X 

Red-legged kittiwake X X X X 

Ross' gull X X X X 

Ivory gull X X X X 

TERNS 
Common tern 

Arctic tern X X 

X 

X X X X X X X X 

X 

X X 

X 

X 

Aleutian tern X X X X X X X X X 

ALCIDS 
Common murre 
Thick-billed murre X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 

Dovekie X X X 

Black guillemot X X X X X X 

Pigeon guillemot X X X X X X 

152 



VIEWING TIPS 

Thayer's gulls breed in Arctic Canada. They regularly occur in SE and SC during winter and on migration, and along 
the NO coast east of Barrow in fall. 

Ring-billed gulls occur in small numbers throughout the year in SE and SC. Look for them in flocks of gulls near any 
coastal town in these regions. 

Mew gulls nest near inland lakes and rivers throughout Alaska. Look for them at Mendenhall Wetlands State Game 
Refuge (SE), Potter Point State Game Refuge (SC), Portage Glacier (SC), Denali National Park (CE) and the Fair
banks Airport Ponds (CE). jl 

--------------------~ 
Black-headed gulls are an Asiatic species most often seen on the Pribilof Islands, St. Lawrence Island (WE) and the 
Aleutian Islands (SW). 

Bonaparte's gulls nest throughout Alaska (except NO) in trees near inland lakes, rivers, and muskegs. Good spots to 
look for these include Copper River Delta (SC), Kenai National Wildlife Refuge (SC), and Chilkat State Park (SE). 
Watch for flocks of Bonaparte's near glaciers along the Alaska Marine Highway routes in SE and SC. 

Sabine's gulls nest in colonies in wet tundra and coastal wetlands in SW, WE and NO. Good spots to look are the 
Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge (WE); around Nome (WE), Bering Land Bridge National Monument (WE), and 

Barrow, Prudhoe Bay and the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (NO). In fall, they occur irregularly along the outer 

coast of SE and SC. 


Black-legged kittiwakes nest in colonies on oceanic islands in SC, SW, and WE. Colonies are visible from the Alaska 

Marine Highway in SC, Pribilof Islands (WE), and several other 16cations accessible by charter boat from SC, SW, and 

WE. Non-breeding birds occur in flocks along the entire Alaska coast, particularly near canneries. 


Red-legged kittiwakes occur nowhere in the world but the Bering Sea. The Pribilof Islands (WE) are the easiest place to 

go to see this species. 


Ross' gulls nest in Siberia and are only rarely seen off the coasts of NO, WE and SW. Visit Barrow (NO) in October for 
the best chance to see Ross' gulls; hundreds occur offshore in some years. il 

------~--------------------11 
Ivory gulls are closely associated with the pack ice. Look for them in SW, WE and NO, when pack ice is blown near 

shore in spring, fall, and (in SW and WE) in winter . 


~ I 

Common terns, an Asiatic bird, are rare visitors to SW. They are s-ometimes seen on the Pribilof Islands (SW)("'-. ------.lj 

Arctic terns are the most abundant terns in Alas~a. Look for them in coastal wetlands, and lakes and large rivers 

throughout Alaska. Mendenhall Wetlands State Game Refuge (SE), Potter Point State Game Refuge (SC), Tern Lake 

(SC), and many other areas offer good viewing. During August, tremendous flocks gather along barrier islands of NO 

and WE. · 


Aleutian terns nest nowhere in North America except Alaska. They nest in small colonies near coastal wetlands in WE, 
SW, SC, and (rarely) SE. The largest known colonies are on the Copper River Delta (SC) and near Yakutat (SC). 

Murres nest on oceanic islands and mainland cliffs along the Alaska coast from SE to northern parts of WE. Common 

murres are most numerous in southern areas, while thick-billed murres are most common in northern areas. Nesting 


f colonies can be easily viewed from..fhe Alaska Marine Highway routes connecting Seward, Kodiak and Homer (SC); at 

St. Lazaria Island (SE), the Pribilof Islands (SW), and several colonies near WE coastal towns. In winter, murres occur 

in nearshore waters of SE and SC and can be seen from the Alaska Marine Highway ferries. 

Most Dovekies nest in Greenland and arctic areas of the Atlantic, but they nest in small numbers on Bering Sea Islanas 
(the Diomedes, St. Lawrence Island). They are rarely sighted at the Pribilof Islands (WE) and Barrow (NO). 

Black guillemots, an Atlantic bird, nest in beach flotsam along NO and WE coasts and occur in leads of the pack ice in 
winter. Look for them near Cape Thompson (WE), St. Lawrence Island (WE) Barrow (NO) and Prudhoe Bay (NO). 

Pigeon guillemots occur along rocky outer coasts from SE to Cape Thompson (WE). Look for them near seabird col
onies, and along the Alaska Marine Highway routes in SE and SC. Many winter in inshore and nearshore waters of SE 
and Prince William Sound. 
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Marbled murrelet 
Kittlitz's murrelet 
Ancient murrelet 

Cassin's auklet 

Parakeet auklet 

Crested auklet 
Least auklet 

Whiskered auklet 

Rhinoceros auklet 

Horned puffin 

Tufted puffin 

~GEONS_AISD OY:ES 
Band-tailed pigeon 

Rock dove 

Mourning dove 

OW_LS 
Western screech-owl 
formerly screech-owl 

Great horned owl 

Snowy owl 

Northern hawk-owl 
(formerly hawk-owl) 

Short-eared owl 

Northern saw-whet owl 
(formerly saw-whet owl) 

NO WE SW sc CE 

X X 
X X X X 

X X 

X X 

X 

X X X 

X X 

X X X X 

X X X X X 

X X X X 

X X 

X X X X X 

X X X X 

X 

SE AT MT WT HS SH TS MK GI 

X X X 
X X 

X 

X 

X 

X X 

X 

X X X 

X X X X 

X X X X 

X X X 

X X X 

X X X X 

X 

X X X 
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X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

CI 

X 
X 
X 

X 
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X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

BL MW HA 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
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VIEWING TIPS 

All three murrelets are easiest to see in nearshore waters of SE and SC; watch for them along the Alaska Marine 
Highway routes and from shore in many coastal towns including Sitka, Petersburg (SE); Cordova, and Homer (SC). 
Glacier Bay National Monument (SE) is a good place to look for Kittlitz's and ancient murrelets. 

The Alaska Marine Highway routes and charter boat trips in SE offer the best chance to see Cassin's auklet. They are 
noctural at nesting colonies. 

Parakeet auklets are most active in early morning. Look for them in nearshore waters around oceanic islands from 
Prince William Sound west. Large colonies occur in the Aleutian Islands National Wildlife Refuge (SW), Walrus 
Islands State Game Refu e SW), Pribilof Islands (SW} and St. Lawrence Island (WE). 

Few crested and least auklets occur east of Kodiak and most nesting islands are remote. Colonies at the Pribilof Islands 
(SW) and St. Lawrence Island (WE) are the most accessible. 

Whiskered auklets are most numerous in the Aleutian Islands and are nocturnal in summer, so few people get a chance to see 
them. 

Rhinoceros auklets nest on oceanic islands along the outer coast of SE and SC. Look for them along the Alaska Marine 
Highway routes, especially near Sitka and Seward. 

Horned puffins occur mainly in SW and WE, but a few nest in SC and SE. Look for horned puffins on the Pribilof Islands 
(SW) and many other islands in the Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge (WE, SW, SC), and the Walrus Islands State 
Game Sanctuary (WE) . ...____ 

' Tufted puffins are most numerous in the Aleutian Islands, but many nest in SE and SC also. The Alaska Marine Highway 
routes in SE and SC pass colonies near Sitka, Seward, Homer and Kodiak. In addition to the locations listed for horned puf
fins, tufted puffins can be seen at St. Lazaria Island (SE) and Glacier Bay National Monument (SE). 

Band-tailed pigeons probably nest in SE, out no nest has ever been reported. Most sightings are south of Petersburg on the 
mainland or nearby islands. 

Rock doves have been introduced to most towns in SE, SC and CE Alaska. 

Mourning dove records are from fall in SE and SC. River mouths of mainland SE, around Anchorage, and on the Copper 
River Delta (SC) are places to look. 

Western screech-owls are rare birds ttiat occur in dense nemloclC-spruce forests of SE. Best chance to find them is early spring 
when they call during the night. 

Look for great horned owls throughout forested areas of the State, particularly in older forests, and along water bodies. They 
hoot at night any time of year, but particularly from February through April. 

Barrow, Prudhoe Bay (NO), Nome, Kotzebue (WE) and Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge (WE) offer good chances to 
see snowy owls. They occur irregularly in all tundra areas throughout the State. 

Look for northern hawk-owls perched atof> spruce trees, on telephone poles and wires especially in CE Alaska. 

qreat gray owls are rare, but are somytimes seen in spring when their deep, low hoot reveals their location. Look for them at 
tlie edge of spruce forests and alon{'rivers. . 

Look for short-eared owls throughout Alaska in any open habitat: tundra, coastal wetlands, and muskeg. Good spots to look 
in spring are Mendenhall Wetlands State Game Refuge (SC), Copper River Delta (SC), and Creamer's Field Migratory Water
fowl Refuge (CE). 

Boreal owls prefer old spruce-hardwood forests. Listen for their calls at night from February to April especially in CE. 

Northern saw-whet owls are rare residents of SE and SC. In SE, they use old growth forest, but sometime occur along forest 

I I 

I , 

edges. The Chugach Mountains and areas around Homer are good spots to look in SC. 
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GOATSUCKER 
Common nighthawk X X 

SWIFTS 

Black swift X X X 

Vaux's swift X X X 


HUMMINGBIRDS 
Rufous hummingbird 

KINGFISHER 
Belted kingfisher 

WOODPECKERS 

Northern flicker X X X X X 

(formerly common flic~er) 


Yellow-bellied sapsucker X X X X 


Red-breasted sapsucker X X 

(formerly yellow-bellied 

sapsucker) 


Hairy woodpecker X X X X X 

Downy woodpecker X X X X X X X X 


Black-backed wood~ecker X X X X 

(formerly black-bac ed 

three-toed woodpecker) 


Three-toed Woodpecker X X X X X 

(formerly northern three-

toed woodpecker) 


FLYCATCHERS 

Say's phoebe X X X X X X 


Alder flycatcher X X X X X 


Hammond's flycatcher X X 


Western flycatcher X 


Western wood pewee X X X 


Olive-sided flycatcher X X X X X 


X X X X X X X X 

X X X X X 

LARK 
Skylark 
 X X X 
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VIEWING TIPS 


Most sightings of nighthawks in Alaska have been along major rivers on mainland SE in fall. 

Look for black and Vaux's swifts throughout SE, particularly along mainland rivers and open forests. Black swifts usually 
nest in cliff cracks, while Vaux's swifts nest in hollow trees. 

Rufous hummingbirds nest throughout SE and SC, but rarely straggle north of Anchorage. Look for them around flowers, 
feeders, and anything red. Wear a red cap to attract them. j
Kingfishers are conspicuous near rivers, lakes, and along marine shores throughout forested regions. Their harsh rattled call is 
easy to recognize. 

----------------------------·--~1 

Look for flickers in open, or recently burned forests. They often f,eed on the ground, and are sometimes seen on roadsides. f 

Yellow-bellied sapsuckers have been sighted rarely in SC. and in ~E. ._L-------------
Red-breasted sapsuckers are found throughout SE particularly in old-growth hemlock-spruce forests, and around muskegs. 
They drill rows of holes in tree trunks then feed on the sap and insects attached to it. They also hawk insects from mid-air. 

Look for hairy and downy woodpeckers particularly in deciduous forest (containing birch, aspen, willow, poplar, or cotton
wood trees), and in recently burned areas where many dead trees remain standing. They are easy to attract to bird feeders in 
winter. 

Black-backed woodpeckers occur in restricted areas of CE and SE; they seem to prefer patches of dead trees on the edge of 
open areas such as muskegs or recently burned areas. Look for them in and around Fairbanks. 

Three-toed woodpeckers occur in spruce-hardwood forests mostly, but can also be found in old burn areas and in hemlock
spruce forests. 

Says' phoebes occur in Alaska only from late May to mid-August. Look for them, at this time, in tall-shrub thickets 
especially in sub-alpine and along rivers where thickets are adjacent to cliffs, rocky outcrops, or bridges. 

Look for alder flycatchers particularly in tall-shrub thickets and along streams in all regions except NO. June is the best 
month to locate them. 

' 
Hammond's flycatchers use understory shrubs in spruce-hardwood and raparian forests in CE and SE. Chilkat State 
Park (SE) and the Chena River Recreation Area (CE) are good places to look. 

Western flycatchers occur only ins~. and usually use old-growth hemlock-spruce forests. Sitka National Historic Park 
(SE) is a good place to find them. 

Listen for the pee-wee call of the western wood peewee particularly in the upper Yukon Valley of CE and mainland SE, 
in open forests and old burns with dense standing snags. 

The loud "quick-three beers" call of olive-sided flycatchers is easy to recognize. Listen for the call along forests edges 
and openings in CE and SE. 

Skylarks have been most often sighted in open habitats in the Pribilof Islands and western Aleutian Islands. 
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NO WE sw sc CE SE AT MT WT HS SH TS MK GI LR cw CI BL MW HA 

Horned lark X X X X X X X X X 

SWALLOWS 
Violet-green swallow X X X X X X X X X X 
Tree swallow X X X X X X X X X X X 

Northern rough-winged 

swallow 
 X X X 

(formerly rough-winged 

swallow)

Bank swallow X X X X X X X 
 X 

Barn swallow X X X X X 

Cliff swallow X X X X X X X X X 

CORVIDS 
Gray jay X X X X X X X X X 

Steller's jay X X X X X X X 

Black-billed magpie X X X X X X X X X X X 

Common raven X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Northwestern crow X X X X X X 

Clark's nutcracker X X X 

CHICKADEES 
Black-capped chickaaee X X X X X X X X X X 
Siberian t1t X X X X X 
(formerly gray-headed 
chickadee) 

Boreal chickadee X X X X X X 
Chestnut-backed chickadee X X X X 

NUTHATCH 
Red-breasted nuthatch X X X X X 

CREEPER 
Brown creeper X X X X X X 

DIPPER 
American dipper 
(formerly dipper) 

X X X X X X X X 

WREN 
Winter Wren X X X X X X 

XINGLET 
Golden-crowned kinglet X X X X X X 
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VIEWING TIPS 


Horned larks occur in all regions. but are most common in alpine tundra of CE. Pinnell Mountain Recreation Trail 
(CE) is a good place to look. Look for flocks of horned larks on alpine tundra and coastal wetlands in spring and fall. 

Look for violet-green and tree swallows near water in forested areas throughout Alaska; they nest in old woodpecker 
holes and bird houses. 

Northern rough-winged swallows occur rarely along rivers of mainland SE. 

Look for bank swallow flocks in June and July along river cut banks and road cuts. Their nest holes dug in these soil 
banks are visible year round. 

Barn swallows are common around towns in SE where they build grass and mud nests on buildings. 

Cliff swallows occur in all regions, particularly around buildings and bridges where they build their mud nests. 

Gray jays are conspicuous birds in all seasons, except during nesting in early spring when tney are secretive. Look for 
them in spruce-hardwood forests. 

Look for Steller's jays in hemlock-spruce forest throughout SE and SC. They are easy to attract to bird feeders in 
winter. t 

Look for black-billed magpies in tall-shrub thickets and raparian areas in all regions except NO and WE. Good spots 
are along the Parks Highway (CE) and Seward Highway (SC). 

Common ravens occur in all regions in all seasons and use all habitat types except marine waters. 

Northwestern crows occur mainly along the coast of SE, SC, and SW and use beaches, coastal hemlock-spruce forests, 
and oceanic islands. 

Best chance to see Clark's nutcrackers is in open hemlock-spruce forests of SE, but this bird is very rare in Alaska. 

Chickadees occur throughout forested Alaska and are easy to attract close by making a ps -psh-psh:caii; the four 
species use different habitat types. Black-capp¢ occur most often in deciduous and riparian forest, while boreal 
chickadees prefer forests dominated by spruce. Both may occur in mixed forest. Siberian tits are rare in CE and WE and 
mainly use forests near timberline in summer, and riparian tall shrub thickets in winter. Chestnut-backed chickadees 
use coastal hemlock-spruce forests. · 

Look for red-breasted nuthatches in hemlock-spruce forests of SE and SC. When large influxes occur in some years 
they also occur in CE. Bird Creek Campground south of Anchorage (SE) and the Sitka National Historic Park (SE) are 
good spots to look in winter. 

Brown creepers use old growth spruce-hardwood and hemlock-spruce forests. Look for them on dead trees in these 
habitats. 

American dippers occur along clear, fast-flowing streams in all regions, whenever streams are open. 

In SE and parts of SC, Winter wrens occur mainly in hemlock-spruce forests. They use tall shrub thickets and rocky 
beach areas in SW and other parts of SC. Sitka National Historic Park and Chilkat State Park (SE) are good places to 
find wrens. 

Golden-crowned kinglets,one of the most common birds in SE, occur in hemlock-spruce forests of that region, and SC 
and in old-growth spruce-hardwood forests. in SC, SW, and small areas of CE. The Sitka National Historic Park (SE) 
is a good place to look. 
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NO WE SW SC CE SE AT MT WT HS SH TS MK GI LR CW CI BL MW HA 

Ruby-crowneo ICing!et X X X X X X X X X 

Arctic warbler X X X X X 

THRUSHES 
Amencan ro6in X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Varied thrush X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Hermit thrush X X X X X X X X X X 

Swainson's thrush X X X X X X X X X 

X X X X X X X X X 


Eye-browed thrush X 
 X 


Mountain bluebird 
 X X 

Northern wheatear X X 

Bluethroat X X X X 

Siberian rubythroat X X 

Townsend's solitaire 

WAGTAILS & PIPITS 
White wagtail X X 

X X X X 

X 

X X X X 

X X 

Yellow wagtail X X X X X X 

Water pipit X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Red-throated pipit X X X X 

WAXWINGS 
Bohemian waxwing X X X X X X X X 

Cedar waxwing X X X X X 
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VIEWING TIPS 

Ruby-crowned kinglets occur north to treeline in mixed spruce-hardwood forests. In spring, it's hard to miss their loud 

I 

......_.~_...,.m.......,el,_ d.;.;
o..-ious songs. 

Arctic warblers, an Asiatic species, occur in tall-shrub thickets in parts of CE, NO, and WE. Good places to look are 
along the Toklat and Savage Rivers and Igloo Creek in Denali National Park (CE). 

American robins use open forests, forest edges, riparian areas, and tall-shrub thickets throughout the State. 

Listen for the harmonic buzz of varied thrushes in forests dominated by spruce or mixed hardwood-spruce forests. In 
migration, they use tundra, muskegs and coastal wetlands, also. 

Hermit thrushes, identified by their rusty tail, prefer tall shrub thickets, young hardwood-spruce forests, and forest 
edges. 

Swainson's thrushes are common in spruce-hardwood and hemlock-spruce forest, but also occur in tall shrub thickets 
in all regions but NO. 

Gray-cheeked thrushes are common in sub-alpine and riparian tall-shrub thickets in all regions. 

Eye-browed thrushes, an Asiatic species, have occured on oceanic 'islands of WE and SW Alaska and a few coastal areas 
of WE and NO Alaska. 

I 
Look for mountain bluebirds in open habitats along the Alas~a and Richardson Highways in CE. 

Northern wheatears, an Asiatic species, nest in alpine habitats in the Brooks and Alaska mountain ranges and in bet
ween. Pinnell Mountain Recreation Area and Denali National Park (CE) are good places to look for this bird. 

Bluethroats are rare in NO and WE where they use tall shrub thickets of upland and mountainous areas. Look for them 
along the road system at Nome (WE). 

Siberian rubythroats are rare spring visitors to tall shrub thickets of St. Lawrence Island (WE), Pribilof Islands, and 
western Aleutian Islands (SW). 

Look for Townsend's solitaire in sub-alpine tall-shrub thickets in parts of CE, NO, and WE. Good places to look are 
1------along the Toklat and Savage Rivers and Igloo Creek in Denali National Part (CE). 

White wagtails are rare nesters in WE, and rare vi~itors in NO and SW. Look for them in coastal villages of WE, par
ticularly Nome or Kotzebue. 

Yellow wagtails use willow thickets in WE and .NO Alaska. Look for them around coastal villages especially in late 
August. The Nome Road System (WE) is a gopd spot. 

1""---~ 

Water pipits are common during summer in alpine tundra of all regions, and during migration in coastal wetlands and 
open areas of most regions. 

St. Lawrence Island is the best place to look for this rare pipit; they also nest in mountainous areas near the Bering 
Strait. 

1 

t L 
Look for Bohemian waxwings in muskeg and open spruce-hardwood forests. In fall, and winter, large flocks frequent 
berry-producing trees & shrubs around towns. Parts of downtown Anchorage and Fairbanks are good places to look in 
winter. 

Cedar waxwings occur rarely along mainland rivers in SE. 

1 
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NO WE SW SC CE SE AT MT WT HS SH TS MK GI LR CW CI BL MW HA 

SHRIKE 
Northern shrike X X X X X X X X X X X X 

STARLING 
Starling X X X X X X X 

VIREOS 
Warblin~ vireo X 
Red-eye vireo X 

WOOD WARBLER 
Orange-crowned warbler X X X X X 

Yellow warbler X X X X X X 

Yellow-rumped warbler X X X X X 

Townsend's warbler X X X X X X 

Blackpoll warbler X X X X X X X X X 

X X X X X 

MacGillivray's warbler X 
Common yellowthroat X 

Wilson's warbler X X X X X 

American redstart X 

TANAGERS 
Western tanager X 

SPARROWS 
Savannah sparrow X X X X X X 

Dark-eyed junco X X X X X X 

American tree sparrow X X X X X X 

Chipping sparrow X X 

X 

X 
X 

X X X 

X 

X X 

X X X X X X 

X X X X X 

X X 

X X X 

Harris' sparrow X X 

White-crowned sparrow X X X X X X X X X 
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VIEWING TIPS 


Northern shrii<es are uncommon year-rouni:i res1i:ients of all ut laslCa. They are most often seen along forest 
edges, muskegs, and tall shrub thickets (particularly in subalpine zones). _.;,...____ 

Starlings, a species introduced to North America from Europe, have only recently spread to Alaska, but are now 
established around most towns in SE and near Delta and Fairbanks in CE. 

Botti warbling and reo-eyed vireos occur only along tile mainlano rivers of SE. 

Orange-crowned warblers use tall shrub thickets and deciduous forests throughout Alaska. 

Yellow warblers are most common in tall shrub thickets near water throu bout Alaska. 

Yellow-rumped warblers are common throughout forested Alaska and can be most easily seen in mixed spruce
hardwood and open hemlock-spruce forests. 

Townsend's warblers are most common in old-growth spruce-hardwood forests, of CE, but also occur in hemlock
spruce forests in SE and SC. The Chena River Recreation Area!(CE) and Chugach National Forest (SC) are good places 
to look. ' 

Look for blackpoll warblers in riparian forests, along forest edges, and in tall-shrub thickets throughout Alaska; they 
are most common in SW. The Kenai National Wildlife Refuge (CE) is an easily accessible place to look for them. 

Northern waterthrush occur in forests and tall shrub thickets along streams and lakes throughout the State. 

Both these species occur in tall shrub thickets and forest openings near water on the mainland and a few adjacent 
islands in SE. 

Wilson's warblers are most common in willow thickets near water. 

American redstarts reach their northern range limit in SE Alaska. Look for them in riparian forests and shrub thickets 
on mainland SE. 

Western tanagers occur along the major rivers on mainland SE and have been sigliteo near Juneau, Petersburg, and 
Glacier Bay National Monument. · 

Savannah sparrows are the most common sparrow in Alaska. They use coastal wetlands, muskeg, tall shrub thickets, 
moist tundra, and forest openings. ' 

Juncos use muskegs, tall-shrub thickets, spruce-hardwood, and open hemlock-spruce forests. Two races occur in 
Alaska; slate-colored birds are more northerly distributed than the Oregon-type which are most numerous in SE. 

L 

Look for tree sparrows in muskeg and tall shrub thickets during summer in all regions except SE. They occur in SE on 
migration and in winter. 

Chipping sparrows occur along the major rivers of mainland SE, and in CE Alaska east of Big Delta. 

Harris' sparrows occur rarely in SE during migration and winter. They have been seen most often at bird feeders in Ket
chikan and Juneau. 

White-crowned sparrows use muskeg, tall shrub thickets, and open forests and nest in all regions except SE. 
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NO 

Golden-crowned sparrow X X X X X X X X 
,, I 

I 

Fox sparrow X X X X X X X X 

Lincoln's sparrow " X X X X ....... T r X X 

Song sparrow X X X 

I 
X 

Lapland longspur X X X X X X X X 

Smith's longspur X X X 

Snow bunting X X X X X X X X X 

McKay's bunting X 

Rustic bunting 

BLACKBIRDS 
Red-winged blackbird 

Rusty blackbird X X 

Brown-headed cowbird X 

X 

Pine grosbeak X X X X X X X X X X 

Rosy finch X X X X X X X X 
(formerly gray-crowned 
rosy finch} 

Hoary redpoll X X X X X X X X X X 
Common redpoll X X X X X X X X X 

Pine siskin X X X X 

WE SW SC CE SE AT MT WT HS SH TS MK GI LR CW CI BL MW HA 

Red crossbill X X X X X 

White-winged crossbill X X X X X X X 
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VIEWING TIPS 


-	= 

Golden-crowned sparrows use tall-shrub thickets, particularly subalpine alder thickets in all parts of Alaska. The Kenai 
National Wildlife Refuge (CE) and Chugach State Park (SC) are good places to look for this species. 

Fox sparrows use tall-shrub thickets, muskegs, forest edges, and open forests throughout Alaska. On migration they 
often use coastal wetlands. 

Lincoln's sparrows are abundant in coastal wetlands, and riparian tall shrub thickets in all regions except NO. 

Song sparrows occur only along the coast where they use tall shrub thickets, rocky coasts, and coastal wetlands year
round. 

Lapland longspurs nest in all types of tundra throughout the State, except SE. In spring, longspurs travel in flocks of 
thousands and are often seen along roadsides and in open habitats including coastal wetlands, and agricultural fields. 

Smith's longspurs occur only in parts of CE and NO Alaska and nest in alpine and moist tundra. Pinnell Mountain Na
tional Recreation Trail and along the Denali Highway (CE) are good places to search for this bird. 

Snow buntings nest in tundra areas of all regions; some winter along the coast and open habitat types. This bird often 
nests around buildings and can be easily found around Barrow, Nome, Kotzebue and other NO, WE and SW towns. 
During spring migration (March to April) flocks of snow bunting~ may be seen along roadsides, agricultural fields, and 
tundra areas of all regions. 

Islands of the Bering Sea are the only place in the world where ryicKay's buntings nest. They winter along the mainland 
of WE and SW. 

Rustic buntings, an Asiatic bird, occur rarely in spring and .fall in the Aleutian Islands and St. Lawrence Island. 

Look for red-winged blackbirds in coastal and freshwater wetlands throughout mainland SE along the Alaska Highway 
east of Tok in CE and Portage Flats near Anchorage. 

Rusty blackbirds use tall-shrub thickets throughout Alaska. In September, large flocks are often found around garbage 
dumps and horse pastures. 

Brown-headed cowbirds occur rarely in SE, and have been most often sighted near Juneau, Wrangell, and Petersburg. 

Bramblings, Asiatic finches, have occurred as spr\ng and fall migrants in the Aleutian Islands, and more rarely on the 
Pribilof Islands, St. Lawrence Island, Juneau ao.d Cordova. 

Pine grosbeaks occur year-round in spruce-hardwood, tall shrub thickets, and hemlock-spruce forest in all regions. In 
winter, flocks often occur around towns where berry-producing trees and shrubs are planted. 

The kind of rosy finch in the Aleutian Islands and other WE and SE islands are year-round residents and use rocky 
coastal areas. The kind that occurs throughout the rest of Alaska migrates to coastal areas in winter but nests in alpine 
tundra. Pinnell Mountain Recreation Trail (CE) is a good place to look for them. , 
Both redpoll species use tall-shrub thickets (particularly alder) and hardwood forests throughout Alaska, but hoary red
polls are more common in NO. 

t 	 Pine siskins use hemlock-spruce forests primarily and occur in flocks throughout the year. They are erratic in distribu
tion and abundance, but towns in SE and coastal parts of SC are usually good places to look. 

Look for crossbills in old spruce forests. Red crossbills are more abundant in SE, while white-winged crossbills are 
more common in other regions. 
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GLOSSARY 


carnivore - an animal that eats other animals (fox, wolf, weasel, wolverine) 

cover- anything that provides an animal a safe placeto hide from predators, raise its young, and escape bad weather, 
or other dangers 

crepuscular - active during twilight hours at dusk and dawn 

diurnal - active during the day 

habitat - the place where an animal lives and which provides that animal with adequate food, water, cover, and space 
in the arrangement necessary for the animal to survive 

herbivore - an animal that eats only plants 

lek - a traditional dancing ground used by male birds of some species to attract females for breeding (Sharp-tailed 
Grouse and Buff-breasted Sandpiper are two species that use leks) 

migration - a regular, seasonal movement to and from a location 

nocturnal - active at night 

predator - an animal that preys on other animals 

prey - (verb) to kill for the purpose of eating 
- (noun) an animal that is killed for food by another animal 

raptor - a bird that kills and eats mammals and / or other birds (hawks, eagles, falcons, owls) 

seral stage - a particular association of plants that occurs as a disturbed area regrows after a disturbance such as fire 
or clearcutting 

succession - the natural replacement over time of one plant association (such as grassland) by another plant associa

tion (such as forest) 


ungulate - a hoofed mammal (sheep, goats, cows, deer, elk, moose, bison, muskoxen) 


wildlife - birds, mammals, fish, and other animals that live in wild, natural areas 
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PLANT LIST 


This list provides the scientific names of plants mentioned in the text. Scientific names are according to Hulten 
(1968). 

Common Name Scientific Name 
Alaska cedar Chamaecyparis nootkatensis lodgepole pine Pinus contorta 
alder Alnus crispa; A . tenuifolia lyngebye sedge Carex lyngbyaei 
alkali grass Puccinellia spp. mare's tail Hioouris spp. 
alpine bunch grass Poa alpina marsh marigold Caltha palustris 
angelica Angelica spp. minuaritia Minuartia spp. 
aspen Populus tremuloides monkey flower Mimulus guttatus 
balsam poplar Populus balsamifera balsamifera moss campion Si/ene acaulis 
beach ryegrass Elymus arenarius mo.untain avens Dryas spp. 
beach sandwort Honckenya peploides occidentalis mountain hemlock Tsuga Mertensiana 
birch Betula papyrifera; B. kenaica Pacific silverweed Pottentilla Egedii 
black cottonwood Populus balsamifera trichocarpa pendent grass Arctophila fulva 
black spruce Picea mariana polar grass Arctogrostis spp. 
blueberry Vaccinium spp. pond weed Potomogeton spp. 
blue joint grass Calamagrostis canadensis red alder Alnus oregona 
bog cranberry Oxycoccus microcarpus reed bent grass Calamagrostis spp. 
bog rosemary Andromeda polifolia rusty menziesia Menziesia ferruginea 
bulrush Scirpus spp. salmonberry Rubus spectabilis 
buttercup Ranunculus spp. I scurvy grass Cochlearia officina/is 
cassiope Cassiope spp. ' seaside arrowgrass Triglochin spp. 
chocolate lily Frittilaria camschatcensis sedge Cyperaceae 
cloud berry Rubus chamaemorus Sitka spruce Picea sitchensis 
cotton grass Eriophorum spp. spear grass Poa eminens 
cow parsnip Heracleum lanatum sphagnum moss Sphagnum spp. 
cranberry Vaccinium vitis-idaea spike rush Eleocharis spp. 
crowberry Empetrum nigrum spring beauty Claytonia sibirica 
devil's club Echinopanax horridum sweet gale Myrica gale 
dwarf birch Betula nana; B. glandulosa tamarack Larix laricina 
dwarf dogwood Cornus canadensis twisted stalk Streptopus spp. 
eelgrass Zostera marina tug blade Listera spp. 
elderberry Sambucus racemosa violet Viola spp. 
fireweed Epilobium angustifolium western hemlock Tsuga heterophyl/a 
five-leaf bramble Rubus pedatus western red cedar Thuja plicata 
gold thread Coptis spp. white spruce Picea glauca 
goose tongue Plantago maritima wigeon grass Ruppia spiralis 
grass Gramineae wild currant Ribes spp. 
heather Phyllodoce spp. wild pea Lathyrus palustris 
huckleberry Vaccinium parvifol~um willow Salix spp. 
Labrador tea Ledum palustre wood nymph Moneses uniflora 
laceflower Tiarel/a trifoliata 

f 
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LIST OF BIRD CHECKLISTS AVAILABLE IN ALASKA * 


Checklist of Alaska birds. 1980. D. D. Gibson, University of Alaska Museum. (Sales Desk, University of Alaska 
Museum, Fairbanks 99701) 

Southeast Alaska 
A Checklist of the Birds of the Mendenhall Wetlands and Floatplane Basin Area. 1978. Robert Armstrong and Frank 

Glass. (Alaska Dept. of Fish and Game, 230 South Franklin Street, Juneau 99801) 

Birds of Southeast Alaska. 1978. U.S. Forest Service and Juneau Audubon Society. (USFS, P. 0. Box 1628, Juneau 
99802) 

Birds of Glacier Bay National Monument. 1971. U.S. Dept. Interior. (Superintendent, Glacier Bay National Monu
ment, Gustavus 99826) 

Southcoastal Alaska 

Birds of Anchorage, Alaska. 1979. Anchorage Audubon Society. (P.O. Box 1161, Anchorage 99510) 

Birds of the Chugach National Forest, Alaska. 1973. M. E. Isleib and U.S. Forest Service. (Area Manager, Chugach 
National Forest, 121 West Fireweed Lane, Suite 205, Anchorage 99503) 

Birds of the Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge and the Kodiak Island Archipelago, Alaska. R. A. Macintosh. 1981. 
(Kodiak National Wi1dlife Refuge, P.O. Box 825, Kodiak 99615) 

Potter Marsh, Anchorage's Wildlife Haven. 1981. Dennis Bromley. (Municipality of Anchorage, 632 West 6th 
Avenue, Anchorage 99501) 

Central Alaska 

Common birds of the Kenai National Moose Range. 1976. U.S. Dept. Interior. (Public Affairs Offices, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, 1011 East Tudor Road, Anchorage 99503) 

Birds of Interior Alaska. 1980. Brina Kessel, University of Alaska Museum. (Sales Desk, University of Alaska 
Museum, Fairbanks 99701) 

Bird Checklist for Denali National Park, Alaska. 1980. D. Murphy and K. Kertell. (Superintendent, Denali National 
Park and Preserve, P.O. Box 9, McKinley Park 99755) 

Southwestern Alaska 

Birds of Clarence Rhode National Wildlife Range. 1976. U.S. Dept. Interior. (Public Affairs Offices, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, 1011 East Tudor Road, Anchorage 99503) 

Birds of the Izembek National Wildlife Range. 1973. U.S. Dept. Interior. (Public Affairs Offices, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, 1011 East Tudor Road, Anchorage 99503) 

Checklist of the birds of the Aleutian Islands. 1981. D. D. Gibson, University of Alaska Museum. (Sales Desk, 
University of Alaska Museum, Fairbanks 99701) 

Birds of the Aleutian Islands National Wildlife Refuge. 1974. U.S. Dept. Interior. (Public Affairs Offices, U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, 1011 East Tudor Road, Anchorage 99503) 

Western Alaska 

Checklist of the birds of St. Lawrence Island, Alaska. 1981. D. D. Gibson, University of Alaska Museum. (Sales 
Desk, University of Alaska Museum, Fairbanks 99701) 

Birds of the Nunivak National Wildlife Refuge. 1976. U.S. Dept. Interior. (Public Affairs Offices, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, 1011 East Tudor Road, Anchorage 99503) 

Checklist of the birds of the Seward Peninsula, Alaska. 1974. Brina Kessel, University of Alaska Museum. (Sales 
Desk, University of Alaska Museum, Fairbanks 99701) 

• Contributed by the University of Alaska Museum - Vertebrate Collections. Fairbanks, AK. 
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Birds of the Bering Sea National Wildlife Refuge. 1968. U.S. Dept. Interior. (Public Affairs Offices, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, 1011 East Tudor Road, Anchorage 99503) 

Birds of the Pribilof Islands. Max C. Thompson. (Reeve Aleutian Airways, P.O. Box 559, Anchorage 99510) 

Northern Alaska 

Birds of the Arctic National Wildlife Range. 1970. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. (Public Affairs Offices, U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, 1011 East Tudor Road, Anchorage 99503) 
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