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w4 since their transplant on XSognak Island in 1939 elk have
“ " Clone well in Maska., Seasons were first eatablishad on z\fognak
- } and Raspberry in 1950 on branch«—antlered bulls by pexmit only.
- ‘ Imring that first year 50 par\miﬁtees; harvested 27 elk. Im 1959 /
: . the first either-sex hunt was ham\{n Tonki Cape. The fcl}.wm/g,
I year; the Alagka Department of Pish and Game allowed 40 days of
j _ - either«sex season over the entire island. Since 1961 elk oﬁf‘/
- o »ei.thér sex imve been legal g:c:m*:: during the .ncmal elk hun’ti;:g
- : | season mich has been between Jour and five nonths in length.
R | . In 1963 an attempt to attract huntars into the Tor ki Cape area
- B to harvam: & growmg and virtsaily unharvested herd was made by
: o ' raising the bag lirit ¢o 2 eik of either 59K This atioupt was
- \» . not entirely succossicl, but rosulted in a barvest of 19 animals.
JQ . ox 22 mrc:a"s“ r of the Doal kill. How VALK, herés; in other areas . |
. | were a}.sa expanding aad the two elk bag limit was appliled to
- Raspberry Islané {rom 1964 - 1566. Here it appears Liberal
; | seasons and bag linits have wm:"z!:éé together to help increase
g ' harvest :..ixe it was need‘eﬁ. the sttached figure shows our
mi _ empoﬁimam and Lrend coﬁnta since 1957. <Certaln fluctuations
j: o the o & e.hw s‘.ha‘h some years the trend counts were low for
» ﬁ ' no apparc.y x‘gmma For instance, in 1964 the annual P=R report
—— - .an elk ﬁé&éﬁ R ﬂcqﬁal elk ;counmc”i on Raspberry Island was 136
Uﬁ BN alk aﬂ;i yat the .,:5 count is 230. Such an increase is bio=

' ogicaliy unlil. . cince calf crops have varied between 20 and

30 perc:ént of the cotal herd. %his is explained by the 1964

count being incomplata as is stated in the 1964 P~R report.
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The 1966 count of 115 ¢lk on Raspberry Island is probably a

true indicator of tread. The actual population at the beginning -

of the season was érabahly about 25 percent ’highér. This estimate

is based on accasional surveys of the located herd and cbserving

the number of 'hul.'f;.s present in that herd and compéring it with
obéewatiuns nade by several reliable hunters. Hunters lacatéd
at least one other hanﬁ of elk mmharinq approximately :m animals
in addition to %:ha herd we were able to locate.

8 The Raspberry herd hasg since tha oPening of a two-elk bag
\\' . .

| li&it\centributed the bulk of the elk harvest (47%, 45%, 46%).

It appeérs\ that the herd has been reduced in number to a point
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of zbout one half its former nuxbers either because cf the harvest

or because of a cﬁzsﬁaina'&ien of patural factors and harvest. The
N . 5 ,

' 1965-66 winter was %:raa\" S8t avere one for appraximately ten yaars. |

Although we have not: done any range avaiuation on Raspbherzy, it
\

appears the nuuber pmsent on the Island at this time could be / |

\ /
ﬂuswined through most winters. Yet, tem'acmq by trails is ./

evident and ﬁ:i: vsa:mm not b@ wise managenent to allow the Ex.arﬁ"v
increase to its 1264 x.eval._ Theerefora a f@m of manammnt |
allwing -3 take of approximately 20 percent of t_he herd ez 30
animals per 100 cows would probably be the dasireé‘a._nnual harvest.

I;n 1966, it hunters harvested two el}: on Raspberry Island. Sincé

X the estimetad poyalation was 115+30 or 145 animals, a harvest '

c»f 20 percent or. 29 animala would have prabably not have aepleted
‘2* ‘. R
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the Raspberry herd below its 1966 papﬁlétion level mor would it

have allowed any substantial increase in nwubers. The 36 elk o /

killed in 1966 as the first elk is only slightly higher than the /

desired estimated kill needed to maintain the herd at its present

level. Barring winter kill or migration, our next years Raspberry

Island herd may numxber about 113 elk. This size elk herd could*

rmost likely sustain a kill level of betwaen 25-30 elk depending

on their roproduction. With present seasons, we will probably

exceed that kili. Euers on Raspberry Island could easily exceed

that ki1l even with the rouovel of the two elk bag limit; however,

prior to the two-elk bay limit only in 1958 was this nuxber

. exceeded.

It is <cherefore reccmmended that the present bag limit on

Raspberry fsiand be reduced to one animal and that season refiain
the same. No other seasca changes ars vecommended, but the
follewing information is sukmitted.
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24956 elk composition counts

Hunter ?mwes‘:: 1957 - present

Total elk count 1929 -~ present

Percentage males -~ females hawaaﬁ@d i960 - present

Graph showing relationship of harvest to population



b 4

£ 3 & i

4

-

b4

e

TOTAL ELK COUNTS 1929 = 1966
| | o ESTIMATED
comm  popurATION
8 8
64 w47
116 212

3860 A 284 {inc.} -
- 126l ‘ 20 BT

S isgz. ' 452 {InCe} 1250
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Rasgpberry Str.

NUMBER
OF ELX
CIASSIFIED

15
180
158
170
| 284

AREA

Raspberxy Iss =

Rlina
Interior

Tonki

. BRANCH

ANTLERED

BULLS %

L 1%)
2L (32%)

9 { &%)

26 {L5%)

8 { 3%)

1966 ELK COMPOSITION COUNTS

| CALVES %

28 {246}
36 - (20%)
3L (20%)
- 42 {25%)

29 (10%)

. OTHER %

86 (75%)
123 {68%)

118 (74%

102 {60%)
247 {875y

1857 .70
| N
1953 | ‘:Q:ﬁ
1207\
127
120
2310
1963 100
164 60

| 142

1966 114

o
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ARVEST 1857
%
.
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PERCENT
SUCCHESS

28%
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PERCEONF JALES FENMPLES EARVESTED 1960 - 1966
YEAR . TIILS % cous % | | CALVES % m
1960 68 {53%} 43 (340 Coz 14 (1%
1951 69 (56%) 46 (3% 4 () 1 (1%
1962 53 a4y 4o
1863 . 60 {60%) 21 (2
164 36 {60%) 24 (40%) - -
1965 89 (63 53 (3 - -
1966 45 (39%) 69 (61%) . -

-
[

add

37%) o (&8 . 8 (®
%4 (e 15 {15%)

TOTAL

- KILL

127
120
110
_160
60
142

114

v/ﬁ?ﬁﬁ RASFOERRY LSLAND EARVEST DATA

1k Per Hunter | 1.4
Fo. Hunters Xilling Two 18

i
.
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- 2 Total
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Kill By Mouth
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