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sinca their ~splant on .r_~ognak Island in 1.939 elk bave I 
Glone well in Alaska. se~ons \>~ere first establi~hed on Afognak ;· .. 

-~ and Raspberry .:Ln 1950 on 1-lranch.;..ant.le:t:ed bulls by pexmit only. 
. ~ I 

Duriltg that first year 50 penid~ees harvested 27 elk. Xn 1959 . I 
.. .iii 

1."" 
the first either-sex hunt was helii"on t;ronki cape. The following/ 

' I year; the Alaska Department of !*ish and Game allowed 40 Clays 9f 
/ 

either•se.x .season over t.he entire island. since 1961 ellt of-' 

In 1963 an ·att•pt to attract: 1:u:nt~rs in·i::.o t:he ~or.iki cape area 

to harvest a growing and virt.;,:::;;;;:.ly u..""l11r:u:vested herd -v.ras made by· 

raising the ba(.i lind.t '(;O 2 e:i.k of ®i.ther sex. T"'Ais at·tcmpt was 

not entirely succ:;;.:J::..<>.:l, but r~sulted in a ~rvest of 19 animals 

or 22 percel'lt of tl1.e· .. ~·cal lcii:. H<Yviever, herds ir~ ot11.er areas 

seasons and bag lirdts have worked together t.o help i11crease 
./ 

luu:vest \,..c:.;;;ce it 'IA'as neede4 .•. · ~·he attaehad .figure sho";s ou: 
/// . 

campositicl1 and trend 9-o6nt.s fJinee 1957. Certain .fluctuations 

· on the "ii·~: . .?;. s11.ow ~t. some years the trend counts were low for 

::I . l'lo appar;.;.: .. .; r~£~;~, FC7: instance, in 1964 the annual P-R report 
~ ~ i 

~"l!i l on elk sta ·as ·t~~~;:::. l::otal elk counted on Raspberry .Island was 136 
l // / 
J ~d yet .. cr.GJ ~~..1;55 count is 230.. such an increase is bio-

=~ ~.!.cally unlil': ... ~~ce calf :~: have varied between 20 and 

1 /Ji;'~ 3G percent of t.l.'-' ... otal herd. -... u ...... is <C~;plained by the 1964 
="'~ ~ 
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c::ount being incanplete as is stated in tl4G 1964 P-R. report. 
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'I'he ~966 count o£ llS elk on Raspberry Island is probably a 

true indicator of trend.. 'l'he actual population at the beginning 

of the saason was probably about 25 percent higher. This estimate 

is based on occasional surveys of tho located herd and observing 

the number of bulls present in. that herd. and comparing it with 

obsel:Vations made by several rel.iabla, hunters. Bunters located 

at least one other band of elk numbering approximately 30 animals 
'""--

~ "' . -

'~ in addition to tbe herd we were able to locate. 

_ .. ~ tthe Raspberry herd has since the opening of a two-elk bag 

'"" '~ . . 
lim~contributed t.be bulk of tha ellt harvest (47%, 45%. 46%). 

l:t appears",that the herd has ~en reduced in number to a point 

of about o~"half its fcr..rle:r numbers either because of the harvest 

or because of a~~at:lon of l'>~tural factors and harvest. 'l'.be / 

1965..-6-6 winter was the'wo~t severe one for appro~imately ten year~~ 

J.J:t:hpugh we have not done any range evaluation on Raspberr.1, it. 
'-.._ 

. ~ . 

a.ppears the number present on ~ Isl&"'ld at this time could be / 

~ / 
sustained t.!n:-ough most winters. Ye'tf, terracing by trails is . / 

. ! , I 
evident and. it l'lould not. be wise manaczement t.o allCY.t~ tl'le hera/ to 

inc:xeasa to .its 1964 level. 'l'herefore a form o£ management 

allowinq a take of approximately 20 percent of the herd or 30 

animals p;;;r 100 cows would probably be tl1e desired annual harvest. 

In 1966, 18 liunters harvested bro elk on Raspberry Island. Since 

-· -,, ·. the estima~;..sd poywlation .was 115+30 or 145 ~imals, a harvest : : · : ·. 
. . 

·'. . . . . _.· 

_of 20 perce:..d:. or 29 animals would have probably not have depleted 

-2-
I / 

!.
/ 



1.~ 

... ·~ ()) 
'·-"' .. 

uctJ the Baspherry herd below its 1966 population level nor would it 

L.c.\11 
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have allowed any substantial increase iD ·numbers. '1.'ba 36 elk 

k:Uled in l966 as the· fiJ:'st elk is only slightly higher than the 

desired estimated kill needed to maintain the herd at its present 

level. Barring winter kill or mig-ration, our next years Raspberry 

:Island herd may num'ber about 113 elk. ?:'his size elk herd could • 

most J.ikely sustain a kill level of between 25-30 elk depending 

on their reproduction. t"lith prese..'"lt. seasons, we w.ill probably 
, 

~a:eed. that. kill. Barters on Raspberry Island could easily exceed 

that. kill even w;i.:;;!l tl1o ro:;~oval. of ·~.;:; two ellt bag limit; however, 

exceeded. 

It is · . .;:b.erefore rcccrt:aended. tha.t tha pre.sent 'baq ~imit on 

following information is submitted. 

2. !iunter r..anest 1957 - present 

3. 'l'otal el'k count 1929 - present. 

4. Percentage males - females harvested 1960 - present 

Graph showing relationship of harvest to population 

l957-l966. 
', I ~~· ,·· !' .: ', •. 
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1955 
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l.95S 
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l'Wl<IDER. 
OF ELK 

Aj~'- ... ,£f~SSIFijiD, 

~asJ.?berey ::ts-. 115 

.Int~rior. 

1'onlti 

180 

158 

170 

284 

:UR.PJ§C!i 
A.t;rtl'LEnED 
l3!fL!1S % 

l.' ( l%) 

·21 {lZ') 

9 { 6%) 

26 (15%) 

a ( 3%) 

CALVE$~. C'!'f!ER ~ 

28 (24%) S6 (75";) 

36 .. , (20"-') 123 (GSO-') 

3l (2Cf'.') 118 (7~~} 

42 (25%) 102 (GOO~) 

29 (100,4) 247 (S7%) 

·'··,~:::;::=::============== 

""·· 
RlJ1:~Er~ l~ll1.\12S~ l957 - .1966 

' !:~0. ()":>" PERCEhill' ''·".., 
... 

~-
't? .... r"lr "r F;JJ;~~~ii?RS SUCCESS 

~. 
~ 

1957 ~ ... 70 250 2~~ 
~-

l95S ''1.,10 345 32% 
'·, 

I •1959 120 330 36% 

.1960 127 345 37% 
' '· ' 

l96l. 120 ~ 260 46% / 
/ 

1.962 l.lO ' ' 3.85 59%/ 
I 

'1963 100 17.5 ss% 
1964 60· 105 i 57'" 

l.965 142 309 46% 

1966 U4 177 52% 
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1960 68 (53"~) 

1961 69 (58%) 
..1l!J! 

1962: 53 (48L',4) 
!-~ 

l963 GO (60%f 
:~ 

1964 36 (600~) 

1965 .eg (6.3)~) 

l.%6 :45 (39'~) 

No. Hunters lUlliug 

ltll.l By !·lOll·t:h 

"'1 
' 

~'WO 

pows ·~!. 

43 (34~G) 

45 (38J'~) 

40 (37?~) 

2.1 (2l~G) 

24 (40%) 

53 :·(3.7'") 
' /' 

-69 (Gl%) // 
/ 

/' 

///' 

'/ 

18 

d -
Aug. 0 

sept. l' 

oct. 

Nov .. 

Dec., 

0 

5 

10 
r.t'otal-

·-· 

0 

/ ·,, 
TOTAL ' 

~LVES% }Th1I:D:, K!LL 

2 (2%) l.4 (ll%) 1~7 

4 (3~') 1 ( l%) 120 

9 (8%) a ( 7%) l.lO 

4 (4%) 15 (lS%) 100 

- - 60 

- - 142 

- - 114 

2. Total 

2 2 

0 l. 

0 0 

6. ll 

.30 40 -- - ... f.'/.] 
~.':JS 



l __ iil! 

j-'. 
i. 
1' 

·I , -

.. 

•;·!·:··. 

•I ,', 

. . : . . 
• .. ,l I,,' 

... · 

l37 
~ 
" j 

I 
I -
I 

- ... 
1 ..•. ·,,·. 

/ 

GRAPH SHOWING THE RELATIONSHIP OF ELK COUNTS T<Q 
ELK. HARVEST ON RAS7Y ISLAND, .1957. .. 1966 
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