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ABSTRACT:

Green vegetation dominated the spring diet of black bears in Interior Alaska.
Equisetum was present in 86 percent of the sample units and appeared to be the
main staple of the spring diet. Blueberries (Vaccinium uliginosum) are the
most important item in the fall diet, although other berries, particularly low-
bush cranberry (V. vitis-idea), also are used extensively. Most animal matter
consumed by bears is in the form of carrion, although ants and wasps were found
in several stomachs. Garbage was found more frequently in sptlng material than
in specimen material collected in the fall,

Distribution of bears appears to be governed mainly by food aveilability with
particular reference to the abundance and availability of berries in late
summar and fall. Mean litter size for 1964 (10 litters) was 1.50 and for 195°
(20 titters) 1.85., Of 16 bears examined, 12 were found to be infested with
intestinal parasites (cestodes and ascarids).

OBJECTIVES:

1. To establish population structure and welfare.
2, To determine basic food habits in relation to food dbundance.

TECHNIQUES:

Much of the early field work involved contacting and alerting potential coopera~
tors. Black bear observation forms and specimen forms were prepared and distrib-
uted in conjunction with this phase of the work. The former provided information
on litter size, seasonal distribution within the various habitat types, and color
phases. The latter provided general harvest data including place and date of
kill, sex, epproximate size, color, and condition.

Most specimen material was obtained from hunter=killed or nuisance bears,
although three animals were collected by the investigator., Skulls, reproductive
tracts, and complete digestive tracts were collected from each specimen, In
addition, long bones, pelvis, liver, and diaphragm were collected from some
bears and complete measurements and weights were taken whenever possible,

As this study ultimately emphasized food habits work, lab work involved analysis
of stomach and intestinal contents, and scats almost exclusively. Stomach
“ontents were sampled and scaoredated as completely as possible, and data were





















able 4,

Blueberry
No.* Wt./100

Results of the berry sampling, 1945,

Cranberry
No.* Wt./100

DECI1DUOUS FOREST

Total

(11 plots) 821

Mean

per plot 4.6 29.6

SPRUCE FOREST

Total
(11 plots) 1060

Mean
per plot 96.L  28.4
TUNDRA

Total
(11 plots) 381

Mean '
per plot 34,6 25.56

*Number of berries per'mz.
SUBMITTED BY-

David F. Hatler

IGracuate Stuaent

1726
156.9 15.8
517
" L47.0 15.8
256
23.3 14,2

APPROVED BY:

Crowberry Total Berries
No.* Wt./100 _.No,

529 3074
48.1  20.7 279.5

575 2152
52.3 20.2 195.6

59 09k

5. 14,8 63.1

David R. Klein
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