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Abstract: Caribou were abundant in the Togiak and Goodnews 

drainages in western Alaska prior to 1880 but have been absent from 

this area since 1900. A cooperative project between the Alaska 

Department of Fish and Game, Togiak National Wildlife Refuge and 

the villages of Togiak and Manokotak was undertaken in February 

1988 to restock this area with caribou from the Northern Alaska 

Peninsula Herd. Using a Hughes 500 helicopter with a skid mounted 

"double-barreled" net gun, 168 caribou were captured and slung to 

the staging area where they were processed and loaded into a 

DeHavilland otter for transport. Four calves and yearlings were 

released prior to transport and 148 caribou were.released in good 

condition in the Togiak Refuge. Total project mortality was 16 

caribou (9.5%). Actual capture mortality was 6 caribou (3.6%). 

Sixty-two calves survived the 1988 calving season and a minimum of 

77 were produced in 1989. The present population (July 1989) is 

243 caribou. 
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