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composed 84% of the hunter harvest, easily meeting the harvest sex ratio objective of 3 males to
1 female. Four black bears were killed by other than hunters during this regulatory year, 2 of
these were by vehicles, 1 was found dead in Peterson Creek, and 1 was killed in defense of life or
property. Bear activity associated with Juneau urban areas was at moderate levels during the
summer of 1999, but during fall bear activity and subsequent complaints reached record levels.
Most of the calls were associated with bears accessing dumpsters or garbage cans. We must
continue efforts to educate the public about bear behavior and making refuse unavailable to
bears. Additionally, we should work with the City and Borough of Juneau to adopt stricter
ordinances for residents regarding garbage handling.

Project Location:  Unit 1D (2700 mi%)
That portion of the Southeast Alaska mainland lying north of the latitude
of Eldred Rock, excluding Sullivan Island and the drainages of Berners
Bay

Project Objectives and Activities
e Maintain a mean spring and annual total skull size of at least 17.0 inches for males.
e Maintain a male to female harvest ratio of 3:1.

Work Accomplished During the Project Segment Period: Harvest data were collected through
the mandatory sealing process. All successful hunters were required to present hides and skulls
for sealing within 30 days of take. Bears were sealed in Haines, Skagway, and Palmer. Harvest-
related data including biological characteristics of the bears (skull measurements, sex, etc.) and
aspects of the hunt (date and location of kill, transportation method, etc.) were collected at the
time of sealing. We also gathered anecdotal information from hunters and other observers.

Progress Meeting Project Objectives: The first management objective for hunter harvest was
not met, although the second one was. The average total skull size for male bears was 16.9
inches, close to the objective of 17.0 inches. Male black bears harvested in spring had slightly
larger skulls (16.9 inches) than males harvested in the fall season (16.8 inches). Males continued
to make up most of the harvest (78%), slightly over the sex ratio objective of 3 males to 1 female.
A total of 45 bears (34 males and 11 females) were reported taken by hunters. Thirty-two bears
(27 males, 6 females) were harvested in the spring, with the remaining 12 (9 males, 3 females)
taken in the fall. One female bear was shot when it entered a cabin.

Project Location:  Unit 2 (3,900 mi’)

Prince of Wales Island and adjacent islands south of Sumner Strait and
west of Kashevarof Passage and Clarence Strait
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