


3 3755 001 24296 5

WORK PLAN SEGHMENT REPORT
FEDERAL AID IN WILDLIFE RESTORATION

STATE: Alaska

PROJECT NO. : W-6-R~4 TITLE: Alaska Wildlife Investigations
& | »

PROJECT NO.: W—-11-D-1 © TITLE: Alaska Wildlife Stocking

PERIOD COVERED: January 1, 1963 to December 31, 1963

It should be noted that a few of the activities conducted during
this report period (Calendar Year 1963) were conducted prior to
initiation of this project on July 1, 1963. These were properly
documented under Project W-6-~-R-4 as Work Plan N, Game Introductions;
therefore, this report should logically be considered to cover the
last six months of Project W-6-R-4 and the first six months of 11-D-1.

OBJECTIVES

To prepare and submit a report summarizing all transplant
activities within Alaska since 1954,

To conduct studies and prepare reports of justification and
feasibility prior to initiation of projects.

To prepare and submit cooperative agreements covering the
release and management of the transplanted animals with the appro-

priate land agencies.

To conduct follow-up studies of all releases to determine
success.

To transplant elk to Neets Bay, Alaska,
To transplant moose to the Chickamin River, Alaska,
To transplant blue grouse to Kodiak Island, Alaska.

To assist the U. S. Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife
capture muskox on Nunivak Island, Alaska.

To investigate capturing, holding, and transporting techniques
to transplant sea otter from Prince William Sound to Southeastern
waters.



























UNITED STATES ¢
4] DEPARIMEST OF THE INTERIOR 0
P PISH ARD WILDLIFE SERVICE P
Y WASHINGTON 25, D.C. b ¢

Honorable Ernest Gruening
United States SBenate
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Senator Grusning:

On Jenuary 2k Mr. George Sundborg made inguiries on behalf of yourself,
Senator Bartlett, and Representative Rivers regarding the advisability
ané practicability of introdueing Dall sheep and black grouse on Kodiak
Island. This ingquiry was prompted by proposals froam Mr. Karl Brunsted
of Kodiek “haet the Federal CGovermment undertske such restocking.

We have cbiteined g report from the Regional Mrector of the Bureau of
Sport Fisheries and Wildlife's Portland, Oregon, office on the
feasibility of these introductions. Alsc, we have conferred with

Dr. Gardiper Bump, of the same Bureau, regarding the practicability
of establishing bleck grouse on Kodiak Island., Dr. Bump is in charge
of research on exotic game bird introductions and is well qualified
in this field.

At present, the practicability of introducing Dall sheep on nest of
Kodiak Islend is uncertain. We doubt that introductione would result
in 2 substantlal increase in the population of these animsls since
Dall sheep do not thrive in areas of heavy preecipitation such as
occurs on Kodiak Island. Here amnual precipitation averages 61.48
inches, based on 36 years of records. Dell gheep ranges in Alaska
generally have less then 15 inches annually. Neverthelsss, thers may
be scme portions of the island with below-average precipitation where
Dall sheep might becume esteblished.

We doubt that black grouse would thrive on Kodiak Island. Aceording
to Dr. Bump, an important part of the bird's habitat is woodland in
vhich birch and poplar are copmcn. It is doubtful if there is enough
wvoodlend of this type to muke Kodisk Ieland B suitable place for
trial of black grouse. Elsewhere in goutheastern Alaska, however,
there should be a considereble mmount of range on which thls species
mizht be expeeted to survive.

There is also the gquestion of securing stock of black grouse required
for liberation. ZExperience indicates that the minimun nunber necessary
for satisfactory trisl would be fram 50 to 100 birds. Dr. Bump has
learned that this number cammot be secured from Scandlpavia, but there
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may be a possibility of purchasing them fran Furopean Russia. Dr.
Bump muy be in the U.B5.£.4. this year studying gsme birds potentially
adaptable to conditions in the Unlted States. In this event we
would be glad to have him check on the avallability of black grouse
if you s0 deslre.

Wild-trapped black grouse are difficult to handle in captivity. The
cost per bird itrspred for ug im Scandinsvie in 1950 was sbout $30

each; this vould be higher at the present time. In additiom, all

blrds zecured would have to be guarsntianed in this cowmtry for a

neriod of throe weesc belore belng shipped to Alasks, so that the

Final ecost Figure might be closer to $50 a bird. Under the Buresu's
Forelgn Game Iuntroductiom Program, such costs would have to be met
elther by the Aluskz Departwent of Figk and Geme or by privete sub~
scription. Included in this figure =zre the costs of trapping, shiroing
and gquersntining the birds if secured for you through this progrem.

It should ulpo be menticned that several attempte to introduce this
species 1nto the northern United Statee heve met with failure, and
that the shances of success in Alsska, while greater, would depend
in large meoasure upon the seleetion of ideal habitat, and upon how
carefully sueh & projeet eould be earried out.

The Bureesu of ILand Menagement ip jointly responsible with this fervice
for administering public lands under consideration. Ve would be

glad to join with the Alaska Department of Fish and Geme and
representatives of the Bureau of lend Management, where eppliceble,

in exploring the possibilities for egtablishing Dall sheep on
portions of Kediek Island and black grouse on other areas in Aleeka
offering areatest pranisa.

Sincerely yours,

Ceemisaloner

ee: ¥on. E. L. Bartleth
Hon, E. J. Rlvers
Regional Direetor, Portland, Oregon
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