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ALASKA BREEDING BIRD SURVEYS - 1984 SUMMARY 


INTRODUCTION 

1984 was the third consecutive year that the Nongame Wildlife Program 
organized Breeding Bird Surveys (BBS) in Alaska. Prior to our 
involvement, surveys were only done sporadically. In the "Lower 48" 
states and Canada surveys have been conducted regularly since 1965. 
All survey information is stored on computer by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service at Patuxent Wildlife Research Center, Laurel, 
Maryland. 

The purpose of the surveys is to document changes in the size of bird 
populations. This can only be accomplished if many surveys are con­
ducted accurately over a wide area of the bird's habitat. Because of 
Alaska's large size, poor access to remote areas and few numbers of 
competent observers, the data gathered are less accurate in determin­
ing trends in population size. 

METHODS 

The same standard methods as described in the previous two Alaska 
Breeding Bird Surveys summaries were used in 1984. 

RESULTS 

In 1984, 27 BBS routes were completed in Alaska (Table 1) with the 
help of 47 volunteers (Table 2). Four routes (Petersburg, Juneau­
alt., Harlequin Lake and Lake Louise) had never been done, 22 were 
repeated from 1983, and one (Homer) was repeated from 1982. Five 
routes were done more than once either by different observers simulta­
neously or on different dates, or by the same observer on different 
dates (Wrangell, Sitka, Kodiak, Moose Pass and Swan Lake Road). Com­
pleted surveys included 16 of 25 miles, 1 of 24.5 miles, 1 of· 18 
miles, 1 of 16 miles, 3 of 15 miles, 1 of 11.5 miles, 1 of 10.5 miles, 
2 of 10 miles and 1 of 8.25 miles. 

On the 27 routes, 149 species were observed (Table 3). The number of 
species per route ranged from 18 (Little Salcha) to 47 (Sheep Mt.), 
and the total number of individuals observed ranged from 109 (Wrangell 
#1,2) to 831 (Seward). 

As in previous years, the American Robin was seen or heard on the most 
routes- 24 out of 27 (Table 3). The Varied Thrush,. however, was the 
most abundant species (859 individuals tallied from 22 routes). 

DISCUSSION 

Although we are pleased with the volunteer effort for these surveys, 
too few have been completed by senior birders for us to analyze any 
population trends. Each route must be run at least once annually for 
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about 10 years by competent observers before enough data is collected. 
Variability in the data due to weather and different observers is a 
problem for analyzing population trends. Variability in data from the 
same route taken by different observers or on different dates can be 
seen from surveys at Wrangell, Sitka, Kodiak, Moose Pass and Swan Lake 
Road (Table 3). 

Suggestions for improvement of the surveys include designing regional 
field sheets to better reflect the species in each region, and adding 
more forest habitat categories, especially for logged areas. Several 
route changes were made or suggested this year to alleviate problems 
of traffic noise. 
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Table 2. Alphabetical listing of volunteer observers for 1984 
Breeding Bird Surveys in Alaska. 

Allen, Jeff 

Armstrong, Bob 

Arneson, Paul 

Bailey, Edgar 

Bailey, Ted 

Bair, Betty 

Bair, Jerry 

Breece, Marvin 

Bush, Suzanne 

Chilcutt, Scott 

Dau, Christian 

Delap, Dave 

Dinneford, Bruce 

Endicott, Jack 

Galaziat John 

Glass, Frank 

Gordon, Rich 

Griese, Herman 

Griese, Linda 

Hall, Kent 

Kerns, Junior 

Kissel, Mark 

Klein, Janet 

Kogut, Tom 

Krause, David 

Krueper, David 

Latham, John 

May, Al 

Macintosh, Rich 

McMillan, John 

Minn, Beverly 

O'Brien, Irma 

Portner, Mary 

Quilliam, Kathy 

Russell, Kent 

Sandberg, Nancy 

Scher, Robert 

Scott, Hustace 

Sinnott, Ri.ck 

Steinacher, Sue 

Tedin, Marlys 

Ward, Marjorie 

Waters, Jeff 

Whitman, Jackson 

Wright, John 

Zeillemaker, Fred 

Zeillemaker, Melly 
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