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Although the juvenile lifestage is critical to 
understanding population dynamics and reproductive
strategies, little is known of this lifestage in 
pinnipeds. Using mark-recapture data of Weddell seal 
pups born in McMurdo Sound, Antarctica, age and sex 
differences in survival from age 1 to age 6 were 
analyzed. Data include 22 years, from 1973 to 1994, 
with 5,184 pups tagged during the study. Results 
indicate that survival of males is lower than female 
seals at ages 1, 5, and 6. In looking at the mothers 
role in these differences, maternal effects, such as 
age, size, and status, were analyzed in relation to 
the sex and survival of offspring. Substantial 
interannual variation has been seen in reproductive 
rate and survival to age 1 in this popula,tion. 
Yearly variation in the sex-ratio of pups may also 
coincide with variation in these parameters, 
illustrating reproductive strategies of adult females 
in a fluctuating envirOnment. 
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