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Persons a r e  f r e e  t o  u se  m a t e r i a l  i n  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  f o r  educa t iona l  
o r  i n fo rma t iona l  purposes.  However, s i n c e  most r e p o r t s  t r e a t  on ly  p a r t  
of cont inuing  s t u d i e s ,  persons  in t end ing  t o  use  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  i n  s c i e n t i f i c  
p u b l i c a t i o n s  should o b t a i n  p r i o r  permission from t h e  Department of F ish  and 
Game. I n  a l l  c a ses ,  t e n t a t i v e  conclus ions  should be  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  such i n  
q u o t a t i o n ,  and due c r e d i t  would b e  apprec i a t ed .  
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SUMMARY 

Four one-acre exc losu res  were b u i l t  on t h e  A r c t i c  car ibou  h e r d ' s  
range  between 1969 and 1973. Three of t h e  exc losu res  are on win te r  
ranges  and one on t h e  ca lv ing  grounds. Vegetat ion t r a n s e c t s  were 
e s t a b l i s h e d ,  r ead  and photographed both  i n s i d e  and o u t s i d e  each ex- 
c l o s u r e .  The v e g e t a t i o n  was reexamined a t  two of t h e  exc losu res  4 yea r s  
a f t e r  they  had been b u i l t .  During t h a t  i n t e r v a l  t h e r e  was no d e t e c t a b l e  
change i n  t h e  v e g e t a t i o n  i n s i d e  o r  o u t s i d e  t h e  exc losu re .  



Af te r  subsequent p e r i o d i c  i n s p e c t i o n s  of t h e  exc losu res  i t  appears  
t h a t  t h e  hog wire  i s  a more e f f e c t i v e  fenc ing  m a t e r i a l  r e q u i r i n g  l e s s  
maintenance than t h e  barbed wire .  Both t h e  wooden p o s t s  and galvanized 
p i p e s  seem t o  be s u i t a b l e  f o r  corner  p o s t s  and braces .  Less maintenance 
was r equ i r ed  on those  exc losu res  where wooden pos t s  had a l s o  been used 
a t  80-foot i n t e r v a l s  i n  combination w i t h  t h e  s t e e l  fence p o s t s .  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The v e g e t a t i o n  should be  reexamined and photographed a t  5-year 
i n t e r v a l s .  Comparisons wi th  the  o r i g i n a l  photographs and r ead ings  w i l l  
a i d  i n  d e t e c t i n g  t h e  impact ca r ibou  a r e  having on t h e  vege ta t ion .  
Fu tu re  exc losu res  on A r c t i c  ranges  should b e  cons t ruc t ed  wi th  wooden 
p o s t s  when a v a i l a b l e  o r  galvanized p i p e s  f o r  co rne r s ,  S t e e l  fence  pos t s  
can b e  used a long  each  s i d e  and on those  s i t e s  n o t  unde r l a in  w i t h  permafros t ,  
wooden p o s t s  can a l s o  be  used t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  s i d e s .  Four-foot hog 
w i r e  topped wi th  one s t r a n d  of galvanized w i r e  o r  barbed w i r e  i s  t h e  
most s u i t a b l e  fenc ing  m a t e r i a l .  
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