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STATE: Alaska
PROJECT: W-15~R~2 and 3 TITLE: Big Game Investigations
WORK PLAN: M TITLE: Bear Studies (Brown Bear) ‘
JOBS: 1 {(both segments) TITLE: Hunter Harvest
2 (W=15-R-2) TITLE: Disteibution and Movements
2 (W~15-R~3) TITLE: Breeding Biology and Productivity
3 (W-15-R-2) TITLE: Denning
4 (W-15-R-2) TITLE: Life History
3 & U (W-i5-R-3) TITLE: Denning and Life History
5 (W-15-«R-2) TITLE: Compesition Surveys
6 (both segments] TITLE: Kodiak Bear-Cattle Relationships
8 (W-15-R-3) TITLE: Brown Bear Trend Counts
9 (W-15-R-3) TITLE: Bear-Locging Relationships

PERIOD COVERED: January 1, 1967 to December 31, 1367

ABSTRACT

The Alaska brown-grizzly bear legal sport harvest during
calendar yvear 1968 was 766 (spring, 385; fall, 381). Seventy
percent of the harvest was from Game Management Units U4, 6, 8,
and 9. New more restrictive regulations for some units caused the
state-wide kill to be somewhat lower than in 1966. Age deter-
minations based on cementum layering were made on hears killoed
in the fall.

Eight dens were examined in the spring on the Alaska Peninsula.
Bear observations were made at McNeil Fiver, znd ten animals
3 3
including three marked in previous vears, were immobilized and

marked.

Jack Lentfer participatred in a Bureau of Sport Fisheries and
Wildlife bear radio-tracking project on Kodiak,
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On Kodiak ten cases of bears killing cattle were verified.
Thirteen bears classed as potential predators were killed on
the cattle leases.

The composition of 576 bears surveyed in 43.4 hours of flying
on the Alaska Peninsula was: -“females with young, 24 percent; young,
49 percent:; and single bears, 27 percent.

The mean number of bears seen on scutheatern Admiralty Island
spring survey flights was the same as the average of past years; the
mean number on the southwestern segment was slightly lower.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR MANAGEMENT

Continue to obtain and assess harvest information. Make a
special effort to obtain teeth for age determination studies. When-
ever possible, Game Division personnel should conduct bear sealing
activities. This is especially true for southeastern Alaska where
data have been of poor quality and where few teeth have been collected.

Set regulations with the objective that unless the need for a
change is indicated, regulations will stay in effect for several years,
This would eliminate one variable when assessing changes in harvest.
When setting regulations, consider possible effects of regulations
made for one unit on other units.

Monitor brown bear hunting and assess the camp regulation in
Unit 9. In the spring, monitoring should start about April 20 when
it is reported that bears are first taken hy use ol ski planes and
without establishing a camp.

If a quota or permit system for brown bears is established,
it should probably be statewide rather than for only certain units
in order to minimize false kill location reports. Requiring all hunters
to obtain permits would allow hunting pressure and success to be measured.

Continue liaison with land controlling agencies to learn of
proposed land uses far enough in advanee to permit investigation on
which to base recommendations for protection of bears., Attempt to
reach agreements with land controlling agencies whereby recommendations
must be complied with by land users rather than serving only as sug-
gestions.
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