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The Anvik and Sheenjek Rivers are tributaries
of the Yukon River and major chum spawning
grounds within the Yukon drainage. The
Alaska Department of Fish and Game
estimates summer chum salmon at the Anvik
River sonar site and fall chum salmon at the
Sheenjek River sonar site.

Where the sites are located

From the mouth of the Yukon River, the Anvik
River sonar site is about 360 miles upstream and
the Sheenjek sonar site is more than 1,000 miles

upstream.

Anvik and Sheenjek sonar operations

The Anvik and Sheenjek
sonar sites use Dual
frequency IDentification
SONar (DIDSON). DIDSON
detects fish using sound
waves and produces
ultrasound-like video
images. ADF&G has been
detecting fish using sonar
since 1980 at the Anvik River
site and since 1981 at the
Sheenjek River site.

A DIDSON transducer mounted to an
aluminum frame awaits deployment
into the Sheenjek River.

ADF&G staff process sonar data transmitted
from sonar transducers to computers in a
tent at the Anvik site.

R

f%\i"l

«| Upper Yukon Area
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' p.-': - 2
% Anvik sonar site

Yukon River Fisheries Management Area I

) Sheenjek sonar site

Anvik sonar site operations begin about June 16 and end July 26, and
Sheenjek sonar site operations begin August 8 and end September 24.

Sonar site beach seine net projects

At the Anvik and Sheenjek sonar sites, ADF&G also uses beach seine
nets to collect length, gender and age data from a sample of the chum
salmon migration. Biologists use this information to identify long-term
trends in chum runs.

A technician mends a beach seine net
at the Sheenjek sonar site.

Technicians sample summer chum salmon for
data at the Anvik sonar site.
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