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Marine Mammal Protection Act 
(MMPA) of 1972

Purposes:
- population must remain a

      significant functioning element of the ecosystem
 

- population must not diminish
      below its optimum sustainable population

- moratorium on take of marine mammals
  take = to harass, hunt, capture, kill

Section 118: 
Taking of Marine Mammals Incidental to Commercial Fishing Operations
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List of Fisheries - MMPA

• Category I:  “Frequent incidental mortality and serious injury”

• Category II: “Occasional incidental mortality and serious injury”

• Category III: “Remote likelihood of, or no known incidental mortality and 

serious injury”



Requires NMFS to prepare & update stock assessment reports 
for each marine mammal stock in U.S. waters, including:

○ Geographic range
○ Minimum population estimate
○ Potential Biological Removal (PBR) 
○ Human-related mortality and serious injury

From commercial fisheries, ship strikes, etc

○ Assessment of whether stock is “strategic”
If human-related mortality and serious injury >= PBR, stock is considered “strategic”

Marine Mammal Protection Act - sec. 117

SARs Internal, External, and Public Review
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• Tier I Analysis: By Stock 

If total M/SI is > 10% of PBR -continue to Tier 2

• Tier 2 Analysis: By Fishery
• Category I: Annual M/SI is ≥ 50% of PBR

• Category II: Annual M/SI is ≥ 1% and < 50% of PBR

• Category III: Annual M/SI is < 1% of PBR

List of Fisheries - MMPA



Category I & II Requirements

● Enroll in Marine Mammal 
Authorization Program (MMAP)

● Carry Documentation of Enrollment
● Report Mortality and Serious Injury
● Comply with Take Reduction Teams 

(if convened)
● Subject to Observation



MMAP



MMAP - Reporting Form



Southeast Alaska Salmon Drift Gillnet

Photo: Patrick Dixon



Alaska Marine Mammal Observer Program

Following a declining trend in 
abundance from (1991 - mid2000s), 
NOAA Fisheries supported AMMOP in 
2012/2013 in SEAK to estimate 
mortality/serious injury in ADF&G 
fishing districts 6, 7, and 8.

Estimated mortality/serious injury = 34/year



SEAK Concern for Harbor Porpoise Bycatch

Stock Abun/CV
Year last 
surveyed

PBR 
level

Fishery 
M/SI 

Bering 
Sea

48,215 
(0.22)

1999 undet. 0.2

Gulf of 
Alaska

31,046 
(0.21)

1998 undet. 72

SE AK 2,509 
(0.22) 

2019 11 34



Next steps for NOAA Fisheries 
● Continue abundance estimates
● Genetics

Use NMFS guidelines to understand whether the new genetics info 
leads us to new (and smaller) harbor porpoise stocks 

● Better data on mortality/serious injury
Looking into options for observation or other ideas

● Effective deterrents





● Nets are hard to see or detect by marine mammals
● Pingers bring attention to help “see” nets 

Other alternatives to sound such as plastic beads to enhance 
echolocation echoes



Alaska Marine Mammal 
Effective Deterrents Workshop

• Spring 2022
• Encourage innovative and safe deterrents methods
• Let me know if you are interested in participating!



SEAK Salmon Drift Gillnet Fleet Perspective

Thank you!


