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2015/16 CRAIG/KLAWOCK HERRING SPAWN-ON-KELP POUND FISHERY

Ketchikan.... the Alaska Department of Fish and Game today announced the following information
concerning the Craig/Klawock spawn-on-kelp pound fishery.

The 2015/16 herring winter bait fishery in Section 3-B and District 4 had a final harvest of 898 tons of
herring. The winter bait fishery was allocated 60% of the total GHL of 1,590 tons, or 954 tons. This
means that 692 tons of herring will be used for the Macrocystis kelp allocation tables for the 2016
spawn-on-kelp fishery.

New regulatory changes will be in effect for the upcoming season that includes modifications to the kelp
allocation table, revisions on how permit holders operate and join two separate closed pounds, a new
depth to which the pound webbing must be lowered at time of herring release, and an increase in how
long permit holders can hold herring in their pound structures.

The kelp allocation for pounds that will be in place for the 2016 season is as follows (5 AAC 27.185(c)):

Single-Permit Closed Pounds: 300 blades;

Double-Permit Closed Pounds: 400 blades per permit;

Triple-Permit Closed Pounds: 700 blades per permit;

Quadruple-Permit Closed Pounds: 800 blades per permit;

Single-Permit Open Pounds: 1,500 blades;

Multiple-Permit Open Pounds: 4,500 blades per permit.

Spawn-on-kelp fishermen and processors should read the 2016 SOUTHEAST ALASKA HERRING
SPAWN-ON-KELP POUND FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLAN for an overview of the management
approach and regulations for the 2016 season. The plan is expected to be available by March 15. The
2015-2016 Statewide Commercial Herring Fishing Regulations booklet contains detailed regulations for
this fishery and is available on the State of Alaska Fish and Game webpage.
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News releases web site: http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=cfnews.main.
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Office Ketchikan Petersburg Wrangell Sitka Juneau Haines Yakutat
ADF&G 225-5195 772-3801 874-3822 747-6688 465-4250 766-2830 784-3255
AWT 225-5111 772-3983 874-3215 747-3254 465-4000 766-2533 784-3220
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