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SITKA SOUND HERRING FISHERY ANNOUNCEMENT

Sitka.....the Alaska Department of Fish and Game announced today the final guideline harvest level
(GHL) for the 2016 Sitka Sound herring fishery will be 14,941 tons. This is based on a 20% harvest rate
of a forecast mature biomass of 74,707 tons. It is expected that 200 tons will be harvested in the winter
bait test fishery which will be subtracted from the GHL resulting in a target harvest of 14,741 tons for the
Sitka herring sac roe fishery.

Test fishery samples taken in early February showed average weight at age for all age classes were less
than the average weight at age from 2015 winter samples. This has resulted in a 5% decrease from the
preliminary forecast mature biomass of 78,372 tons announced November 25, 2015.

The department plans to conduct the first aerial survey of Sitka Sound around March 11 and will post the
season’s first fishery update after the flight. The department will be seeking to have the first roe sample
taken on March 15. The R/V Kestrel will be deployed from its home port in Petersburg when roe samples
indicate the need to put the fishery on two-hour notice. There will be a pre-fishery organizational meeting
just prior to the fishery being placed on two-hour notice with meeting time and location announced in a
later news release.

Updates will be posted on the ADF&G web site listed below. From this website persons can subscribe to
receive news releases and fishery updates on personal email.

News releases web site: http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=cfnews.main.

Office Ketchikan  Petersburg  Wrangell Sitka Juneau Haines Hoonah Yakutat
ADF&G 225-5195 772-3801 874-3822 747-6688 465-4250 766-2830 784-3255
AWT 225-5111 772-3983  874-3215  747-3254  465-4000  766-2533  945-3620  784-3220
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