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2014 Kotzebue Sound Salmon News Release # 7  

KOTZEBUE COMMERCIAL SALMON FISHING OPENINGS 

 

Commercial salmon fishing will open in the Kotzebue District for several fishing periods. 

 

In addition to Thursday’s night 8-hour fishing period previously announced, commercial salmon 

fishing will reopen for 6 hours from 6 p.m. until midnight on Friday, July 25. There will be no 

commercial salmon fishing on Saturday. Commercial salmon fishing will open for 6 hours from 

6 p.m. until midnight on Sunday, July 27 and reopen for 8 hours from 4 p.m. until midnight on 

July 28. 

 

The end of July and the first week of August are historically the peak weeks of harvest in the 

commercial salmon fishery and fishermen are reminded to check with their buyers to make sure 

they have sufficient capacity to purchase their catch. Some buyers may not be able to purchase 

salmon throughout an entire period because of reaching capacity.  

 

Preliminary catch figures through the first 10 fishing periods were nearly 124,000 chum salmon 

and 80 permit holders fishing. The catch and fishing effort have been well above average, but the 

catch per fishermen was average.  

 

At this time the chum salmon catch index ranks is still ranking sixth best out of 22 years, but has 

continued to drop from early season catches. Subsistence fishing on the Kobuk River has been 

slow, but high water conditions have been hampering subsistence activities according to reports 

the department has received. To allow for sufficient escapement the department will continue 

with one or two day closures to commercial fishing during the week to allow a window of 

opportunity for fish to pass through the district to provide for subsistence and escapement. 

 

Good Luck and Good Fishing! 


