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REGULATORY UPDATES FOR NORTHERN SOUTHEAST INSIDE (NSEI) 

SUBDISTRICT AND SOUTHERN SOUTHEAST INSIDE (SSEI) SUBDISTRICT 
SABLEFISH 

 
Regulations adopted at the 2023 Statewide Finfish and Supplemental Issues Board of Fisheries meeting that affect the 
Northern Southeast Inside (NSEI) Subdistrict and Southern Southeast Inside (SSEI) Subdistrict sablefish fisheries will 
become effective June 25, 2023, (https://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/View.aspx?id=211299) and are 
summarized as follows: 
 
Gear Marking Requirements 

• Sablefish permit holders operating longlined pot gear in the directed NSEI or SSEI sablefish fishery must have an 
attached buoy at each end of a groundfish pot longline marked with the permanent ADF&G vessel plate number of 
the vessel operating the groundfish longlined pot gear and the buoy must have the letters “LP” to designate the gear 
as longlined groundfish pot gear. The numbers and letters must be marked in the top one-half of the buoy in numbers 
and letters that are at least four inches high, one-half inch wide, and in a color that contrasts with the color of the 
buoy [5 AAC 28.050(b)].  

 
Legal Gear 

• Collapsible groundfish pots (“slinky pots”) must contain two escape mechanism openings in the mesh with each 
equal to or exceeding 18 inches in length that must be laced, sewn, or secured together by a single length of 
untreated, 100-percent cotton twine, no larger than 30 thread of which may be knotted at each end only and must 
be on opposite sides of the pot. If the escape mechanism is placed on the tunnel side, the opening must be in an area 
that does not include the pot door and within six inches of the edge of the pot [5 AAC 39.145]. 

 
Permit holders are remined that sablefish pot gear must have at least two circular escape rings, with a minimum inside 
diameter of three and three-fourths inches, installed on opposing vertical or sloping walls of the pot and individual tunnel 
eye openings with perimeters of 36 inches or less [5 AAC 28.130 (f)]. 
 
 
 
 
 
Advisory Announcement web site: http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=cfnews.main. 
 

Office Ketchikan Petersburg Wrangell Sitka Juneau Haines Yakutat 
ADF&G 225-5195 772-3801  747-6688 465-4250 766-2830 784-3255 
AWT 225-5111 772-3983 874-3215 747-3254 465-4000 766-2533 784-3220 
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