
specific exceptions 
to regionwide regulations in the
hyder and ketchikan areas
Hyder AREA freshwater exceptions
Fish Creek:

In Fish Creek, only single hooks may be used.•	

Marx Creek:
In Marx Creek, only single hooks may be used.•	

Ketchikan AREA freshwater exceptions
In the following fall steelhead drainages, bait is not allowed and reten-
tion of steelhead is prohibited:  Ella Creek drainage, Fish Creek, Gokachin 
(Sealevel) Creek, Humpback Creek drainage, McDonald Lake drainage, 
Naha River drainage, Spit Creek, and Steelhead Creek

High-use cutthroat trout lakes (Bakewell Lake, Heckman Lake, Jordan 
Lake, McDonald Lake): 

Cutthroat and rainbow trout limits (in combination): 2 daily, 2 in pos-•	
session, 14-inch minimum and 22-inch maximum size limit. 
Only unbaited, artificial lures may be used year-round.•	

Landlocked lakes without cutthroat or rainbow trout (Big Goat Lake, 
Bugge Lake, Claude Lake, Grace Lake, Half-Moon Lake, Ketchikan Lake, 
Little Goat Lake, Mahoney Lake, Upper Mahoney Lake, Manzoni Lake, 
Minne Lake, Nellie Lake, Nooya Lake, Orton Lake, Shelokum Lake, Snow 
Lake, Swan Lake, Whitman Lake):

The use of bait is allowed year-round.•	

Trophy cutthroat trout lakes (Ella Lake, Humpback Lake, Manzanita Lake, 
Orchard Lake, Patching Lake, Wilson Lake): 

Cutthroat trout limits: 1 daily, 1 in possession, 25-inch minimum size •	
limit. 
Only unbaited, artificial lures may be used year-round. •	

Trophy cutthroat trout lake (Reflection Lake): 
Coho, chum, pink, and sockeye salmon limits (in combination): 16 •	
inches or longer—2 daily, 2 in possession. 
Cutthroat trout limits: 1 daily, 1 in possession, 25-inch minimum size •	
limit. 
Only unbaited, artificial lures may be used year-round.•	
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Ketchikan area (east of a line from Indian Point to the northeastern most tip of Betton 
Island to Survey Point): 

This area is closed to sport fishing for shrimp.•	

Behm Canal and contiguous bays enclosed by a line from Point Eva to Cactus Point, a 
line from Point Lees to Elsie Point, and a line between markers placed at the longitude 
of the outlet of Long Lake (see map):

This area is closed to salmon fishing.  All salmon caught must be released •	
immediately.

Behm Canal and contiguous bays between a line from Point Eva to Cactus Point and 
the latitude of Point Nelson: 

The fishing season for all species of salmon is open August 15– •	
April 30.

Neets Bay (east of a line between department regulatory markers located approxi-
mately one mile from the head of the Bay): 

The fishing season for all species of salmon is open November 16– •	
June 14.

Thomas Basin (seaward from the Thomas Basin Bridge to the breakwater):
In Thomas Basin only single hooks may be used, and this area is closed to •	
snagging.  Any fish hooked other than in the mouth must be released immedi-
ately. 
Saltwater bag limits apply, and bait is allowed year-round.    •	 

Ketchikan AREA saltwater 
exceptions

ketchikan Area Freshwater Exceptions (cont’d):

Ketchikan road system (All drainages crossed by the Ketchikan City and Borough road 
system, not otherwise specified in this section):

Coho, chum, pink, and sockeye salmon limits (in combination): 16 inches or lon-•	
ger—2 daily, 2 in possession.

Carlanna Creek: 
Closed to fishing.•	

Carlanna Lake: 
Cutthroat and rainbow trout limits (in combination): 5 daily, 5 in possession, no •	
size restrictions. 
The use of bait is allowed year-round.•	

City Park Ponds (Ketchikan Creek):
The fishing season is open the first Saturday in June through the first Sunday in •	
July.
Cutthroat and rainbow trout limits (in combination): 5 daily, 5 in possession, no •	
size restrictions. 
The use of bait is allowed during the open season.•	

Harriet Hunt Lake: 
Cutthroat and rainbow trout limits (in combination): 5 daily, 5 in possession, no •	
size restrictions. 
The use of bait is allowed year-round.•	

Herring Cove Creek—upstream from the highway:  Closed to fishing. 

Herring Cove Creek—from the highway downstream to ADF&G markers: 
The fishing season is open August 10–December 31. •	
Coho, chum, pink, and sockeye salmon limits (in combination): 16 inches or lon-•	
ger—2 daily, 2 in possession.

Ketchikan Creek—including Schoenbar Creek: 
The fishing season is open September 15–May 31. •	
Coho, chum, pink, and sockeye salmon limits (in combination): 16 inches or lon-•	
ger—2 daily, 2 in possession. 
Steelhead limits: 1 daily, 2 in possession, 36-inch minimum size, •	 2 fish annual 
limit, harvest record required (see page 7).  However, the bag limit is 2 fish, if 
at least 1 (one) has a clipped adipose fin, evidenced by a healed scar.  There is 
no size limit for steelhead with a clipped adipose fin, and these fish do not apply 
towards the annual limit or harvest record requirement.
In Ketchikan Creek, only unbaited, single-hook, artificial lures may be used.•	

Mahoney Creek (Revillagigedo Island):  Closed to salmon fishing.

Ward Creek drainage—including all tributaries: 
Coho, chum, pink, and sockeye salmon limits (in combination): 16 inches or lon-•	
ger—2 daily, 2 in possession. 
In the Ward Creek drainage, only unbaited, single-hook, artificial lures may be •	
used.
Steelhead: Retention is prohibited.•	
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