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aLaska state parks Boating reguLations on tHe 
mainstem kenai river

The Alaska State Legislature created the 
Kenai River Special Management Area 
in 1984 and charged Alaska State Parks 
with its management.  Here are their 
boating regulations for the Kenai River, 
summarized for your convenience.  For 
more information, call the Kenai River 
Center at (907) 260-4882.

passenger Limits— no more than 6 
persons are allowed on board, including 
operator (except for guided vessels in 
July, below the outlet of Skilak Lake, 
which may have no more than 5 persons 
on board—see page 7 below). 

tying up— no one may tie up a boat to 
state land, easement, or rights-of-way 
more than 24 consecutive hours.

ancHoring — no one may anchor a 
boat on the Kenai River that obstructs 
a primary traffic channel or drift fishing 
channel.

HorsepoWer restrictions—  no 
one may operate a boat on the Kenai 
River upstream of a DNR marker 
located (at approximately river mile 
4.0) downstream of the Warren Ames 
bridge with an outboard or combination 
of outboards having a total propshaft 
rating greater than 35 HP, unless the 
motor is a four-stroke motor or a direct 
fuel injection motor.  Outboards with a 
total propshaft rating greater than 35 
HP must be a four-stroke motor or a 
direct fuel injection motor.  Adding a jet 
drive to any motor does not change its 
equivalent propshaft HP rating.  The 
maximum propshaft rating of outboards 
must not exceed 50 HP.  In Kenai and 
Skilak lakes outboards having a total 

• State regulations (5 AAC 75.075) require that all business owners and 
guides providing sport fishing guide services in Alaska must be licensed 
with the Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G). The license must 
be obtained each year before guiding services begin and expires the last 
day of the current year.

• License applications are available online at: 
www.admin.adfg.state.ak.us/license/, or apply in person at any Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game office.

• Complete information on guide and business licensing is available at: 
www.sf.adfg.state.ak.us/Guides/

U.S. COAST GUARd REqUIREMENTS FOR GUIdES

Guides carrying passengers in a motorized vessel in navigable waters must 
obtain a U.S. Coast Guard Operator’s License.  For more information, call 
the Coast Guard Regional Exam Center in Anchorage at (907) 271-6736, 
or refer to the following website:  www.uscg.mil/nmc/

SPORT FISHING CHARTER VESSEL REGISTRATION

In 2010, all saltwater and freshwater sport fishing charter vessels must be 
registered through the Department of Fish and Game. This applies to both 
powered and non-powered charter vessels.  Vessel registration will require 
a current AK number issued by the Division of Motor Vehicles:
www.doa.alaska.gov/dmv/reg/boat.htm
Or, a U.S. Coast Guard Documentation Number:
www.uscg.mil/hq/cg5/nvdc/

Single person float tubes are the only exception from vessel registration 
requirements.

LOGbOOK REqUIREMENTS

All freshwater and saltwater sport fishing guide operators are required to 
maintain an ADF&G-issued logbook of their clients’ catch.  All freshwater and 
saltwater sport fishing guides are required to record the Alaska sport fishing 
license number, permanent license number, or disabled veteran license 
number of each client in the logbook.  Logbooks are available at all Fish and 
Game offices and are provided when you register your vessel.

A MESSAGE FOR ANGLERS 

ADF&G does not endorse any fishing guide or fishing service; check with 
the area Chamber of Commerce or Better Business Bureau if you have 
questions about a specific guide or service.

SPORT FISHING GUIdE 
ANd bUSINESS LICENSING INFORMATION

propshaft rating greater than 35 HP 
must be a four-stroke motor or a direct 
fuel injection motor.  

Four-stroke/Direct FueL inJection 
motor requirements— during the 
month of July, including Kenai and Skilak 
lakes, no one may operate a motorized 
boat on the Kenai River upstream of a 
DNR marker located (at approximately 
river mile 4.0) downstream of the Warren 
Ames bridge unless the motor is a four-
stroke motor or a direct fuel injection 
motor. 

Boat LengtH requirements— except 
on Kenai and Skilak lakes, no one 
may operate a motorized boat on the 
Kenai River upstream of a DNR marker 
located (at approximately river mile 
4.0) downstream of the Warren Ames 
bridge that exceeds overall boat size 
to no more than 21 feet long and 106 
inches wide.

DriFt areas, motor use proHiBiteD—
 Operating a boat by use of a motor 

is prohibited year-round on the 
Kenai River, from Skilak Lake inlet 
upstream to river mile 80.7 (see 
map on page 50).

	From March 15 to June 14, operat-
ing a boat by use of a motor on the 
Kenai River is also prohibited from 
river mile 47 upstream to the outlet 
of Skilak Lake (see map on page 
48).  

For more Kenai River boating informa-
tion, see pages 48-55.  For more infor-
mation about guiding on the Kenai River, 
see page 7.    


