SPORT FISHING GUIDE

AND BUSINESS LICENSING INFORMATION

+ State regulations (5 AAC 75.075) require that all business owners and
guides providing sport fishing guide services in Alaska must be licensed
with the Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G). The license
must be obtained each year before guiding services begin and expires
the last day of the current year.

« License applications are available online at www.admin.adfg.state.ak.us/
license/, or apply in person at any Alaska Department of Fish and Game
office.

* Complete information on guide and business licensing is available at
www.sf.adfg.state.ak.us/Guides/.

U.S. COAST GUARD REQUIREMENTS FOR GUIDES

Guides carrying passengers in a motorized vessel in navigable waters must
obtain a U.S. Coast Guard Operator’s License. For more information, call
the Coast Guard Regional Exam Center in Anchorage at (907) 271-6736,
or refer to the following website: www.uscg.mil/nmc/.

SPORT FISHING CHARTER VESSEL REGISTRATION

In 2010, all saltwater and freshwater sport fishing charter vessels must be
registered through the Department of Fish and Game. This applies to both
powered and non-powered charter vessels. Vessel registration will require
a current AK number issued by the Division of Motor Vehicles: www.doa.
alaska.gov/dmv/reg/boat.htm.

Or, a U.S. Coast Guard Documentation Number: www.uscg.mil/hqg/cg5/
nvdc/.

Single person float tubes are the only exception from vessel registration
requirements.

LOGBOOK REQUIREMENTS

All freshwater and saltwater sport fishing guide operators are required to
maintain an ADF&G-issued logbook of their clients’ catch. All freshwater
and saltwater sport fishing guides are required to record the Alaska sport
fishing license number, permanent license number, or disabled veteran
license number of each client in the logbook. Logbooks are available at all
Fish and Game offices and are provided when you register your vessel.

A MESSAGE FOR ANGLERS

ADF&G does not endorse any fishing guide or fishing service; check with
the area Chamber of Commerce or Better Business Bureau if you have
questions about a specific guide or service.
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y REGISTRATION: In January
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Vehicles (DMV) assumed boat

o
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Guard (USCG).

* All motorized boats must be registered,
either with the DMV or as a vessel meet-
ing documentation requirements of the
USCG.

* Registration card must be carried on board
the boat.

For more information on boat registration, con-
tact your local DMV office or visit their website:
www.doa.alaska.gov/dmv/reg/boat.htm.

Alaska’s Boating Safety Law

SAFETY EQUIPMENT REQUIREMENTS:
State safety and equipment requirements are
identical to the USCG federal requirements,
with the addition of the following: “All persons
under 13 years of age must wear a USCG
approved life jacket while on the deck of a boat
orin an open boat.”

Obtain a complete list of safety and equipment
requirements and other vital boating safety
information from the State Office of Boating
Safety at (907) 269-8705, or visit their website:
www.alaskaboatingsafety.org.

All Alaska peace officers are authorized to
enforce the provisions of the law, including
Alaska State Park Rangers.

SPECIAL REGULATIONS IN BRISTOL BAY SALT AND FRESH WATERS

KING SALMON
> Yearly limit

The total yearly limit in Bristol Bay salt and fresh
waters is 5 king salmon. Of these 5 total king
salmon, no more than 4 may be harvested from
the Nushagak/Mulchatna river drainage, and no
more than 2 may be harvested from the Wood
River drainage. Only king salmon 20 inches or
longer are included in the yearly limit.

» King salmon removed from the water
must be retained

Any king salmon removed from freshwater
drainages of Bristol Bay from Cape Menshikof
to Cape Newenham MUST BE RETAINED and
becomes part of the bag limit of the person
originally hooking it. A person who intends to
release a king salmon may not remove it from
the water before releasing it.

» Recording requirement

When anglers harvest a king salmon 20 inches or
longer from any Bristol Bay drainage, they must
immediately record their harvest on the back of
their fishing license or, for anglers not required to be
licensed, on a harvest record card. See page 4.

SHARKS
> Yearly limit

There is a total yearly limit of 2 sharks taken from
any Alaska salt water. “Sharks” include any spe-
cies of the orders Lamniformes, Squaliformes, or
Carcharhiniformes, including (but not limited to)
salmon sharks, Pacific sleeper sharks, and spiny
dogfish (sand or mud sharks).

» Recording requirement

When anglers harvest a shark, they must imme-
diately record their harvest on the back of their
fishing license or, for anglers not required to be
licensed, on a harvest record card. See page 4.

ATTRACTORS OR BEADS . . .

In Bristol Bay fresh and salt waters, attractors
(beads) when used with a fly, lure, or bare hook
must be either fixed within two inches of the hook
or free sliding on the line or leader. For the pur-
poses of this section, a bead not attached to the
hook is an attractor, not a fly. A bead fished on
the line above a bare hook is not legal gear in
waters where only flies may be used. U



