Trip Summary

ADF&G, Division of Sportfish

Project Name:
Unuk

  Number of field trips completed under project: 1

Location: Unuk River, Misty Fijord National Monument
Dates and duration of field trip(s):  June 2-June 14, 2003

Personnel: (List crew members present for each trip)

Jeff Nichols, Christie Hendrich, Don Thomas and Kent Scheler (USGS), Shawn Johnson, Jarrod Sowa, David Gregovich, Christine Schmale 

Project  Objectives: (List or describe the objectives of the field trip as discussed before leaving for the field)

1) Conduct stream habitat surveys on Unuk tributaries with priority on Cripple, Gene’s and Clear Creek, quantifying and qualifying the habitat through characterization of channel types, counting LWD, macro pools and riparian vegetation associated with distinct reaches.

2) Assist USGS in installation of crest and staff gauges on mainstem Unuk, and Cripple, Gene’s, Lake, Clear and Eulachon; also was trained in how to record data associated with both types of gauges and when to do so.  In-stream flow crew assisted in getting flow data associated with each of the tribs.

Trip Summary: (In narrative form, describe how and if project objectives were met)

Stream habitat surveys were initiated on each of the 3 prioritized tributaries (cripple, gene’s, and clear creek) as well as on Lake Creek and the Eulachon river.  Due to extent of habitat and logistical constraints (i.e., canyon), surveys were not completed on Cripple Creek, Gene’s Creek and the Eulachon.  However, our surveys included the majority of these tributaries which the SF escapement crews normally sample.  Brian Frenette and Christie Hendrich will potentially finish these surveys during the July-August trip.

Staff and crest gauges were installed in each of the tributaries as well as the mainstem guage in locations assumed to be above backwater from Mainstem, lake or tidal effects.  There was some question after this trip as to whether or not this criteria was met on each of the tributaries, especially on Cripple (due to mainstem flooding or backwater) and the Eulachon (due to tidal influence).  

RCS Highlights: (bring attention to RCS related tasks completed; for example: # of stream crossings, # of culverts [and condition], severe road condition problems, etc)
NA

AWC Highlights: (bring attention to AWC issues; for example: total # of anadromous streams encountered, # of new anadromous streams which need to be nominated, # of anadromous streams which need to be revised [upper extent, poor location, etc] and other relevant notes.)
No fish trapping was conducted during our surveys; however we noted anadromous fry when observed.  More in office work is needed to assess whether any AWC related updates were encountered.


Issues needing resolution: (are there any specific concerns, which require input from outside our staff – list specific details.)

More work is required to finish stream habitat surveys on Cripple and Gene’s Creek; waypoints should be pulled off this project folder to determine where we ended our surveys on these tribs, including the main channel as well as all side channel habitat.

Outputs: (What reports will be generated for which agencies or private entities?)

Maps will be prepared and shared with other Sportfish staff, including the Sitka Staff.  These maps will contain information relavent to our stream habitat mapping as well as distinct numbers of fish associated with precise locations after foot surveys have been coducted.  In addition, a brief narrative will be prepared as part of our annual and final report on Habitat Surveys in Streams and Lakes, as well as summary statistics.
Status of data: (has data been entered?; have spreadsheets, photos, waypoints, maps been created and organized into the appropriate folders?)

Data has been collected and downloaded (e.g., waypoints and photos) into their respective folders on the Gregovich Server.  All hard data resides in the Waypoint Data 2003 binders.  No data has been entered yet, as we are awaiting the completion of the Odyssey Database.  

Work needed to bring project to completion: (include a brief summary of what steps are necessary to bring project to completion, i.e., does data still need to be entered or checked for qc, is more field work required?)

Frenette and Hendrich need to complete stream habitat surveys on mainchannel of Cripple and Genes Creek (where we left off in June) as well as identifying the side channel and tributaries to points considered to be non-fish, if time allows.

All data needs to be entered into the Odyssey Database and go through QA/QC measures. 
Contact person: (include landowner, if known, and engineer and/or AMB involved)

Jeff Nichols and Christie Hendrich (ADF&G)

Don Thomas (USGS)

Trip summary completed by:
Jeff Nichols
Date:  7/15/2003









