Trip Summary

ADF&G, Division of Sportfish

Project Name:
SKO45 

  Number of field trips completed under project:
3
Location: Sitkoh Creek/Lake Watershed

Dates and duration of field trip(s): 5/18 – 5/24/2005

Personnel: (List crew members present for each trip)

Anthony Crupi and Jason Hass

Project  Objectives: (List or describe the objectives of the field trip as discussed before leaving for the field)
Tier II stream habitat surveys of the significant tributaries draining into Sitkoh Lake and visual surveys for adult steelhead use of the mainstem and lake tributaries.

Trip Summary: (In narrative form, describe how and if project objectives were met)

We concluded stream habitat surveys for the major Sitkoh Lake tributaries. This included mapping all side channels when present and surveying for fish presence.  We observed cutthroat and Dolly Varden and many other unidentified salmonids, the entire way up the most significant tributaries, even though we encountered numerous debris jam barriers (feature code – EDJ), cascades (GCS), and waterfalls (GWF).  Our opinion is that the numerous barriers likely stop anadromous fish from returning to the headwaters of these streams and currently it is mostly resident fish inhabiting the upper portions of this stream. We also conducted a visual survey for adult steelhead use of the mainstem tributaries.  However, water levels we so low that steelhead use of these tributaries (including three river-right tribs and the two main river-left tribs) was not observed in the first 200m and was highly unlikely beyond that point.  

We also participated in the third Sitkoh Creek steelhead snorkel survey of the year, mapping fish locations and abundance.  It appeared that the majority of fish were within 500m upstream from the weir, much closer to the mouth than during the prior week’s survey.  

RCS Highlights: (bring attention to RCS related tasks completed; for example: # of stream crossings, # of culverts [and condition], severe road condition problems, etc)
One significantly perched culvert on the Lake-left tributary (FP4/MM1/above bridge River-left AF2).  

AWC Highlights: (bring attention to AWC issues; for example: total # of anadromous streams encountered, # of new anadromous streams which need to be nominated, # of anadromous streams which need to be revised [upper extent, poor location, etc] and other relevant notes.)
NA

Issues needing resolution: (are there any specific concerns, which require input from outside our staff – list specific details.)
All datasheets coded as SKO35 following the last trip being SKO25.  This data is currently structured as SKO45 changed from SKO35.  Collapsible traps need fixing of holes, need extra battery for the Optio camera, need new gradient pole(completed 8/16/05)and boot sleeves.  Need to review with JVN a few of the channel type classifications that differ from the USFS designation( completed 07/15/05).  Snorkel survey on the last trip needs to be revised as the break between Reach 2 and 3 was different on my crew compared to Troy’s crew and most possibly Jeff’s crew.

Outputs: (What reports will be generated for which agencies or private entities?)
Maps and GIS mapping associated with on the ground stream surveys as identified in the Operational Plan.  
Status of data: (has data been entered?; have spreadsheets, photos, waypoints, maps been created and organized into the appropriate folders?)
Photos and waypoints have been copied into the respective folder on the V drive (SKO45).  All data has been entered and verified.  New hydro has been created as SKO_simple.  The old hydro has not been updated because od countless breaks in polylines where tribs enter the channel.  All phase two maps and metrics created off the simplified hydro.  Several spreadsheets of wood, pools and confluences created and filed in X:/DJ Reporting/2006

Work needed to bring project to completion: (include a brief summary of what steps are necessary to bring project to completion, i.e., does data still need to be entered or checked for qc, is more field work required?)

Finish stream habitat surveys of other areas identified in the Operational Plan, particularly sub-basin J AF1(south lake) not finished.

Contact person: (include landowner, if known, and engineer and/or AMB involved)
Anthony Crupi, 465-8252

Trip summary completed by:
Anthony Crupi
Date:
5/24-8/31/05










