Trip Summary

ADF&G, Division of Sportfish

Project Name:
SKO17


  Number of field trips completed under project:
1
Location: Sitkoh Creek/Lake Watershed

Dates and duration of field trip(s): 5/17-5/25/2007
Personnel: (List crew members present for each trip)

Anthony Crupi, Jeff Williams, Lacy Smith, Keegan Birchfield
Project  Objectives: (List or describe the objectives of the field trip as discussed before leaving for the field)
Steelhead Salmon Habitat Capability Study 

1. Snorkel survey select tributaries within the Sitkoh Creek watershed to estimate total usable area for juvenile steelhead;

2. Finalize channel bed width measurements to calculate total area and total usable area;

3. Document occurrence of cutthroat trout detected during snorkel surveys;

4. Record number and size classes of all steelhead observed during the surveys.

Trip Summary: (In narrative form, describe how and if project objectives were met)

5/17- 08:00-16:30 (-1); APC, JTW, LJS - Got ready and flew to Sitkoh at 2pm on Otter. 

5/18- 08:30-20:15 (-30); APC, JTW, LJS - SRK surveyed C 

5/19- 08:00-17:30 (-30); KOB arrived.  SRK surveyed K with K5 together, then split in 2 crews.

5/20- 08:45-20:45 (-30); APC, KOB; SRK surveyed A.

         08:45-20:00? (-30); LJS, JTW; SRK surveyed B

5/21- 09:00-19:30 (-30); SRK surveyed Mainstem upper half 

5/22- 08:15-21:15 (-30); SRK surveyed Mainstem lower half 

5/23- 09:00-18:00 (-30); APC KOB; SRK surveyed I, E, G, H

         09:00-19:00 (-30); LJS, JTW; SRK surveyed J

5/24- 10:00-18:00 (-30); SRK surveyed D1, D2, D3; and F1, F2, F4

5/25- 08:00-16:30 (-1); Took channel bed widths along the mainstem.  Packed up camp, flew home, cleaned and dried out gear.

Observed adult cutthroat in the upper reaches of most significant tributaries, typically paired for spawning.  Observed 131 adult steelhead in the mainstem and no adults in the tribs.  Did find rainbows in two reaches where they were previously not observed.  Water was cold and high water in most tribs, mainstem was a rager.  Sitka snorkel crew cancelled their trip because of high water.  Sub-basin F was previously diverted up above the west cabin leaving a beautiful channel dewatered.  After the high flows in the fall, this channel that passes the cabin now has strong flows and reconnected the upper reaches with the lake.  This includes one of the reaches that previously did not have rainbows.  
AWC Highlights: (bring attention to AWC issues; for example: total # of anadromous streams encountered, # of new anadromous streams which need to be nominated, # of anadromous streams which need to be revised [upper extent, poor location, etc] and other relevant notes.)
Several undocumented AWC streams have been verified with anadromous fish including, coho, dollies, rainbows, and cutthroat.
Issues needing resolution: (are there any specific concerns, which require input from outside our staff – list specific details.)
Outputs: (What reports will be generated for which agencies or private entities?)
Maps and GIS mapping associated with on the snorkel surveys as identified in the Operational Plan.  
Status of data: (has data been entered?; have spreadsheets, photos, waypoints, maps been created and organized into the appropriate folders?)
Photos and waypoints have been copied into the respective folder on the V drive (SKO17).  All data has been entered but not yet verified.  

Work needed to bring project to completion: (include a brief summary of what steps are necessary to bring project to completion, i.e., does data still need to be entered or checked for qc, is more field work required?)

Contact person: (include landowner, if known, and engineer and/or AMB involved)
Anthony Crupi, 465-8252

Trip summary completed by:
Anthony Crupi




Date:
5/29/07









