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MEMORANDUM State of Alaska

TO: .
Roger Wadman, Regilonal Supervisor
Sport Fish Division
ADF&G, Juneau DATE : June 22, 1967

FROM: Larry Heckart SUBJECT:  THAYER LAKE KCKANEE
Fishery Biologist
Sport Fish Division
ADF&G, Sitka

As I mentioned on the radio, we were unsuccessful in an
attempt to capture kokanee from Thayer Lake.

Methods included the use of a beach seine, rotenone, and
variable-mesh gill nets. No fish other than the expected Dolly
Varden, cutthroat and stickleback were taken.

Two over-night gill net sets resulted in a catch of 33 cut-
throat and 31 Dolly Varden. An additional 24 cutthroat were taken
by hook and line. All fish were weighed, measured, and examined
internally for evidence of fish predation.

It is quite obvious that the number of fish examined is much
too small to base any gross assumptions upon, however, our findings
of this year were quite similar to those of 1966.

Stomach analysis indicated that approximately 18 percent of
the cutthroat taken, both by net and hook and line, were preying
to some extent on other fish species. No evidence of fish remailns
were found in the stomachs of Dolly Varden examined. In all cases,
stickleback constituted the forage species.

Based on the stomach analysis, it appears that cutthroat begin
preying significantly on other fish species at a length of approxi-
mately 22 centimeters, or 9 inches. The mediam length of cutthroat
taken in both the 1966 and 1967 sampling was 22.3 centimeters, or
9 inches. It appears to follow that only one-half of the Thayer
Lake cutthroat population may be able to, or want to, successfully
prey on other fish species. It also appears that at the present
time that stickleback are either the preferred forage species, or

the one most readily available. They are in great abundance.
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Tre  Roger Wadman, ADF&G, Juneau 2 une 23, 19€7
iz a brief of our ret results for this yeor
and those of 124€., Due to the sample size, I gues-
tion that we can take any credit for the apparent size increace.
1966 1967
Mean HMean Mean
species NO. Ca Wta No. L.
CT e 8.15 .19 23 3.94 .25
DY 46 7,50 N 21 2.69 23
Hook and line sampling for both 1966 and 19€7 showed a selec-
tivity for larcer fish. Average lengths of cutthreoat taken Dy
snort tackle were approximately one inch longer than those leken
from the netcs.
Several small pools and shorcline areas were treated with ro-

recults were occasional Dolly Varden and numaerous
No cutthroat were taken, however, it was decided un-

ve seining was conducted in shoal areas along the outlet
~lake region. Stickleback and Dolly Varden were the
taken.
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He certainly should know,

of his catch.
st, as I did to Nelson, that we wait and attempt to take

I'm not sure if this can be accomplished
will

I 4o think, however,

the fyke nets.

the two vear olds or if it ne necessary to wait
£ b

three year olds. that to fish

we have available other than the fykes,

erverbial '"needle",
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