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Situk Lake was surveyed June 2-6, 1980. The weather was sunny and warm

with variable wind conditions.

Surface water temperatures varied from 14.5-15.0°C, and the water

temperature at the bottom (21 m) was 9.0°C.

Bathymetrics, Hach tests, secchi reading, plankton tows, dredge sampling
and temperatures were conducted on the lake. Twenty-four hour surface

skimming drift nets were set on three inlet streams.

Large numbers of emergent coho and sockeye fry were present in the main
inlet, the lake and the outlet. Numerous fingerling and smolt coho were

also noted. One chinook salmon smolt was taken in the outlet. The outlet
also provided excellent angling for resident rainbows to 450 mm in length.
The rainbows examined were either immature or spawned out. Some Dolly Varden

were also taken.

Situk Lake is fairly shallow and has a high percentage of littoral area

compared to most Southeast Alaska lakes. This is probably a major reason

for the warm temperature and a factor in the productivity of the lake.

Aquatic vegetation was just starting to grow, so no samples were taken.

Numerous blackfly and mayfly larvae were noted in the outlet of Situk Lake.

Situk River was surveyed by helicopter on June 5 from Situk Lake to the road

bridge.



Steelhead redds were very abundant in the lower 2 miles, but little

evidence of spawning was noted closer to Situk Lake.

There are two inlets of significance on Situk Lake, Mountain Stream
draining Mountain Lake and Inlet No. 3 on the northeast side of the lake.
Inlet No. 3 is short, coming off of a mountain, but the lower part is well
used by salmonids and ursids.
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The lake water level was about 6 inches above¥late summer levels,

according to the charter helicopter pilot that flew us out.

There did not seem to be many resident fish prsent in Situk Lake,whéi@iﬁ&r

weré/ﬁhgié.



