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Lesder, Federal Ald, Juneau January 24, 1952
4eting Regional Director, Junean

Experimental stocking of locel streams with Zastern Brook eggs

I bave just had a personal call from Joe Spragus, a local mmn of leng hatohery
experisnce, who hae just been corresponding with Delegate Bartlett and attempting te
secure his assistance in obtaining Sastern Brook trout eggs for an sxperimental plant
in Momtana and MeGinnis Creeks. Bob Bartlett, in twrn, quide naturally advised
e, Spragae to contact this office. lr. Sprague was in the hatchery divisien of the
Barean of Fisheries a half century ago and be recalls that at that time tie Pederal
hatsheries sapplied tyout egge free of sharge to qualified applicants., His hope now
is that this Service might be sble to furnish him 50,000 ayed eggs for subject venture,

¥r. Sprague is the man who stocked the Salmon (reek Resesrwolr in 1917 with
Easterys Broek trout, obtained as eyed eggs from the lLeadville, Coloradc hatchery and
ralsed to fingerling sise in ¥r, Sprague's owmn Batchery here 1n Junean, The Salmon
Oresk stocking, as I rceall from personal axperienees, was imminently suceess.ul in
produsing excellent fishing during the 1930's, but has simoe declined greatly under the
combined handicaps of excessive winter draw-domns and deterioration of the original
food supply. ir. Spragus also stosked tis Deway Laikes above Skagway and Annex Lake
with Basteru Brook, both of which were sucoessful to an unknown degree. He also put
& fow fingerlings i: the Treadwell diteh on Douglas Island and he ¢laime that some
desoendants still are taken in Fish Creek even today.

As further backgound, Mr, Sprague was assisting the Alaska Departaent of ncn-
eries in some of their salmon culture experimenis of the past year, bat now rather
bitterly clalms that that association was quite unfortunate for hin and he has severed
all relations with the ADF,

I think kr. Sprague's presant request is putting the cart well ahead of the
horss -~ and our Service would be willing to donate ezgs free for stocking purposes only
after careful investigation had boen made to assure that the expeyiment had a reasonsble
chanes of suceess. However, in view of the Delegate’s interest in the metter, I think
we should investigate a m.u- farther to establish for both him and ourselves what
cur present polisy should be in a matter of this kind, He is gertain that the Terri-
torial Sportmen are mildly interested in his projeet and I beliewve that they probably
would take a great deal of intersst if they felt that our cooperation could be assured,

I think our best course of astion at the present time would be to inguire of
the Braneh of Game Fish and Hatcheries what their thoughts would be on a request of
this nature. VYe could use Delegate Bartlett's interest as s springbosrd for asking
a question of this nature, Inasmuch as the D-J program would be the logical spoaser
for any such sctivity, I wonder what Federal Ald would think of such a venture?
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