August 2, 1963

Mx. Richaxrd Brown
P. 0. Dox 156
Skagway, Alaska

Dear ¥r, Brown:
I have finished snalysing the fish we recovered from Lower

WMMIvaiuhmmmmﬁmm found.
I will put this information in table form for easier readiag.

Eastern Brook Trout 19 15/16"
Eastern Brook Trout 9 14/16"
Bastern Brook Trout 9 10/16"
Eastern BProck Trout 7 1/16"
Basterm Brock Trout 6 12/16"
Bastern Brook Trout 6 16/16“
Eastern Brook Trout 6 9/16°
Bagtern Brook Trout 6 9/16"
Dolly Varden 8 2/16"
Dolly Varden 7 3/16"
Dolly Varden 6 12/16"
Dolly Varden 6 8/16°
Dolly Varden 6 2/16"
Polly Varden 6 0/16"
Dolly Varden 5 10/16"
Dolly Vaxden 5 3/16"
EB T X DV 7 8/16"
BB T X BV 7 6&/16"
BB 7T X DV 5 12/16"
EB T X DV 5 3/16“
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The EBT X DV are eastsrn brook trout that have croased with
Dolly Vaxden. The larges sastern brook was undoubtedly the result
of the fish adopting camnibalistic ways. The next largest "broekie”
vas also found to be feeding on fish. All other fish wers found to
be feading on insect material. All fish were healthy and not para-
sitized to any extent.

Now to discuss various management practice adaptabls to the
lake. Pirst considered io rehabilitation (removing existing fish) |
of the lake. This must bs ruled out for several ressons which I !
would like to explain. Pirst, as a State Mgency, the Department ‘
of Fish and Game works in conjunction with other State Agencies
and vice versa. In some instances there is a "comnflict of imtexest” E
betwesn the different water uses vhich sust be resolved by d-uminlm !
vhich policy will be the most bensficial to the gensral public. :

As you have determined by now, m a situation exists
concerning lower Dewey lake., With the fact in mind that this lake
is utilined as Skagway's water supply; I visited the Department of
Raalth upon returning to Juneau. At this meeting were myself, the
District Sanitarian and the Regional Bealth Officer.

The Department of Health stated they are definitely opposed !
to any work or improvements of a recreaticnal mature on the Dewey {
Ilake watershed. This is based on the belief that any work done !
on the lake or watershed would attract increased nusbers of people |
to the area. They fear someone with a communicable diseass, such ’
as ampebic dysentexry, which is ot ramoved by chlorination but f
regquires filtration, may utilize the watershad and conseguently
pass this infaction to the general public. Since a public watexr
supply is classed as the highest baneficial use and Skagway doss
not have s filtratiom plant, it appears there is no poasibility
of us rehabilitating the lake in the neaxr future. o

From a biological standpoint, to improve the sxisting ﬂ.My
would be quite a chore. If raisbow trout were to by ) ]

any hope of success; the lowsxr lake, upper lake apll «Il ;
supporting fish would have to be treated. Ivmmw
complished there is no guarantee; mkrapmihm&r that the four
pound brock trout would be surpassed by the railibows. The next best
sansgement would de to reduce the Dolly Varden mhtﬁu ™his
can be done by encouraging anglers to retain these smaller fish
instead of returning them o the water to “"let them have a chance
to grow'. They will not grow to any degree. The reduction of the
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“Dollies’ will provide increamsed area for the brook trout to grow,
however,

The brook trout curremtly imhabiting the lake are showing a
good growth rate. A ten inch fish entering its fourth summer is
not up to hatchery standarde of course, but it compares favorable
with other wild brook trout growth of the Btate.

I have not given up the possibility of planting rainbows in
the Skegway area. Thers are still the lakes of the Taiya Valley,
Goat Lake and perhape even Icy Lake. As things stand now, however,
direct wmanagement of Lower Dewey iake is not possible.

I would like €0 take this opportunity to thank you alli for
the excellent cooparation extended to me oh my recent visit. I'll
be back moen to check the other lakes and to ceollect a cup of coffes
I have coming.

Sim&l‘ﬁly:

ASKA DEPARTMENT OF
FISH AND GAME

Roger D. Wadman
Fishery Biclogist

cc: Mr. and Mrs. Falen
Horman Blank
Alex McRea
District Sanitation Engineer, D.P.H.




