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I noticed in a listing of suggested projects that Auke Lake enhance-
ment has a priority for the Juneau area. To be effective, this
probably means rehabilitation and a barrier dam. I am gquite con-
cerned about the effect this may have on the Dolly Varden populations
in the Juneau area. We should obtain the following information
before proceding with a rehabilitation project:

1. Determine if Auke Lake is providing wintering habitat
for Dolly Varden of the Juneau area, and if so, determine
the number using the Lake and obtain an indication of the
dependence of these char on Auke Lake as a wintering area.

Our populations of Dolly Varden may be at a low in the Juneau area.
If so, the actual number using Auke Lake now may give us a completely
biased ia§nrpretatian of the importance of this lake as a wintering
area.

Por instance, if our populations of Doliy Varden have been depleted,
the number using Auke Lake may be low., Attempts to increase owr

Dolly Varden populations may be fruitless if their potential wintering
area is rendered inaccessable.

I would suggest the following:

1. Convert the present weir in Auke Creek to an out-migrant
weixr and trap with 5/8" screening.

2. Enumerate, measure and finclip all out-migrating Dolly
Varden and cutthroat trout captured.

3. Conduct a freshwater creel census in the Juneau area to
determine the percent finclipped char and trout in the
gport catch. This will give us information on the importance
of Auke Lake as a wintering area.

Rehabilitation of Auke Lake may be a trade of many potentially good
fishing areas for one. I truly hope this type of evaluation can be
conducted before a decision is made.




