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OF THE NAUKATI BAY SALE UNIT
AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THEIR

PROTECTION DURING LOGGING OPERATIONS
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SPORT FISH DIVISION
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JUNEAU

MAY 15, 1972

This report, submitted by a Fish and Game representative, docs not
represent an official department policy but is intended as an inventory
and recommendations for protection and enhancement of sport fisherics.
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in addition to

buring the week of May 8-11, a pre-logging Interdisciplinary Team
survey of the Naukati Bay Sale Unit, located on the west coast of Prince

Team members included,

oi Waivs Island, was conducted,
‘orest Service personnel, as well as game and commercial fish
The following report is the result

mysell, I

biologists from our Ketchikan office.

of obsecrvations and cvaluations made during this survey.
no attempt will be made to comment on the

b
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Due to the significance of these lakes

It should be noted th
felt a more detailed study of the

Sarkar Lake system in this report.
to the sport fishery resources, it is
arca was necessary before recommendations could be made concerning their

possible U-3 classification,

oY
A

management under ¢

Location of the main system road through the sale area.
On May 8, 1 accompanied Wayne Tlusty, Forest Service Landscape

I'
Architect, on a survey of the main system road (System Road 5000) location
During the survey it was found the road paralleled the
As a result of

along Long Lake.
lake, at times coming within 25 feet of the lake shore,
the close proximity of the road to the lake shore, no leave area of timber

would be possible, consequently, the entire west shore of the lake would
there
Th &

xposed by the highway,
Although Long Lake is not presently a major sport fishing area,

(S
definite potential due to its close proximity to the Sakar Lakes.

can be assumed
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i
and thus it

<,

lake is ecasily accessible via the 1/2 mile long outlet stream which empties
available in

outlet stream,
Sakar Lake are potentially

.

into Sarkar Lake.
no barriers on the

There are
that all species of fish found in

Long Lake.
2



e following specics were documented in Long Lake by the usc of

Sinnow Craps:  coio salmon, cutthroat trout, sticklebacks, and cottids,
T acdition, Dolly Varden were obscrved in the outlet stream,

Due Lo the potential sport tishery offcred by this lake, I recoamend
o road location be moved cast of Long Lake (sce map). This woulu not
only remove the voad from direct contuct with Long Lake, but it would also
femove fis close location to the three smaller lakes direcctly south oi Long
Take. Although the more casterly route would entail an a@ditional streamn
crossing (the outlet of Long Lake) I feel the overall impact on the sport
fishery resource would be greatly reduced,

I1. Unnamed tributary to outlet strcam of Long Lake,

This stream (#1 on map) was surveyed on May 9, im the accompanyment
of Paul Novak, Commercial Fish Division. This stream averaged 10-20 feet
wide and 1%-2 feet deep, with pools up to 5 feet deep,

The lower 1/8 to 1/4 mile has open grassy banks and offers excellent
svort fishing opportunities. After the 1/4 mile point upstream, the number
of windfalls begins to increase making accessibility somewhat difficult.

Throughout the cntire arca surveyed (up to the forks about 2% miles
upstream) there is a good pool-riffle relationship and the overall rearing
potential is good to very good.

A beaver dam is located at the Forks which did not appear to be a
block. Dolly Varden and cohio salmon were obscrved above the dam.

A proposcd spur road i. scheduled to cross this creek at the forks.,

17 this occurs, the road will cross two streams, with adverse

&
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impact on both., It is recommended that if a road crossing does occur, that



tt be located 200 yards further downstream from the forks, This would
roduce the number of streams crossced to one. In general, if logging occurs
altong this stream, it is recommended care be taken in {falling and yarding
treos away from the stream channel, It is also recommended that a wind-
firm leave or timber be left along both sides of the outlet stream of Long
Lake and the lower 1/4 mile of this tributary to protect the recreational
access and sport fishing opportunities,

III. Yatuk Creoek (ADFG # 103-90-25)

This stream was surveyed on May 10, with Paul Novak, The section
surveyed included the area from the lower lake to the mouth, The stream
averaged 15-30 feec wide and 1-4 Leet deep, There was good spawning arcas
available throughout the section surveyed and no -fish blocks were encount-
ered,  The entire area offers good rearing potential,

Overall, duc to the characteristics of the stream (much of the time
it fiowed through canyons with rock walls) I could sce no major conflicts
between the sport fish resources and logging. If the trees are felled and
varded away from the stream, I foresce no problem as far as the rearing

v

capabilities of the system are concerned, he only possible conflict would

oo the tributary which flows in from the north about 1/2 mile below the

Y

lake. This tributary offers excellent spawning and rearing areas., The
valley through which it flows is fairly broad and comsequently large trees
ave round right down to the stream banks., Extreme care will have to be

caken when logging this area in order to protect the stream,

Y

There are two areas of possible stream improvements on Yatuk Creck,
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both are blowdown areas, one is located immediately downstream of t}
bl

Cowmercial Fish study site, the other comsists of the lower 1/3 mile of
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sLlean, Do voth areas, accessibility is extremely difficult due to the
Tovoe amancs o0 windialls acress ciwe creck,

since weariy all the windialls are not in the creck itself, but rather
duruss Lo, L ocan see no problems in removing as many as possible,

Cleaning up these two areas would not only improve accessibility, but

would aiso eliminate possible future log jams,

IV, Outside coastline of sale arca,

This arca was surveyed jointly by Novak and myself, as well as Blanken-
veckler and Wood on May 9 and 10, There were approximately one dozen small
sireams encountered (numbers 3-15 on map) which would offer fair to good
rearing potential., Many of these streams, however, were flowing through
areas which have already been clearcut,

There 1s virtually no major sport fishing conflicts along the outer
coast due to the fact thai most of the area has been logged already or is
being logged at the present time. The overall recommendation concerning
Chls area would be to £0ll and yard trees away from these streams,

1 TR - T Yo 3yt Y m a1 e
Ve Nauwartri and Gureil Crecks,

Although I Jdid not personally survey these two strecams, members of
e Commercial ¥ish Division documented coho in Naukati Creck., It must
ls0 be assumed coho and probably bolly Varden are distributed throughout
both systems as there are no fish blocks present, As a result, if logging
Occurs near these streams, care should be taken in felling and yarding trees
away from the strcams,

VI. General comments and summary of recommendations,

£

It must be remembered that the Sarkar Lake system, with its exceptional
Yy >
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recreational opportunitics, borvders this sale arca. Due to the fact that
Larpe vecreational leave arcas will be requested around thesce lakes, I
Lteel Gdditionar large recreational leave arcas within this sale unit are
uunecessary.

vhils should not imply, however, that the lakes and streams within this
unit are not important ror sport fishing as well as rearing areas, but
merely that I feel logging can take place with a minimum of disturbance to
the arca if the following reconmendations are followed:

“ (1) Relocate system road east of Long Lake.

(2) Leave windfirm stand of timber along outlet strcam of Long Lake

A and lower reaches of tributary to the outlet stream,
\\(3) Locate spur road crossing of tributary to Long Lake outlet stream
A 200 yards or more below forks,
o
. \\ ’ . . :
~(4) Leave windfirm stand of timber around Long Lake, -
(5) Fell and yard trees away from Yatuk Creek and all its tributaries.
(6) ¥ell and yard trees away from all strcams along the outside coast
of the sale unic.

(7) Frell and yard trees away from Naukati and Gutchi Creeks and all
their tributaries and lakes.
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