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This report, submitted by a Fish and Game representative, does not
represent an official department policy but is intended as an inventory
and recommendations for protection and enhancement of sport fisherics,
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During the week of May &-11, a pre-logging Interdisciplinary Te:am
survey of the Naukati Bay Sale Unit, located on the west coast of Prince
of Wales Island, was conducted, Team members included, in addition to
nysell, Forest Service personnel, as well as game and commercial fish
biologists from our Ketchikan office., The following report is the result
of observations and evaluations made during this survey,

It should be noted that no attempt will be made to comment on :he
Sarkar Lake system in this report. Due to the significancg of these lakes
to the sport fishery resources, it is felt a more detailed study ol the
arca was necessary before recommendations could be made concerning :heir
management under 2 possible U-3 classification,

I, Location of the main system road through the sale areca,

On May 8, I accompanied Wayne Tlusty, Forest Service Landscape
Architect, on a survey of the main system road (System Road 5000) location
alony Long Lake. During the survey it was found the road paralleled the
lake, at times coming within 25 feet of the lake shore. As a resul: of
the closc proximity of the road to the lake shore, no leave arca of timber
would be possible, consequently, the entire west shore of the lake would
be exposed by the highway.

Although Long Lake is not presently a major sport fishing area, there
is definite potential due to its close proximity to the Sakar Lakes, The
lake is casily accessible via the 1/2 mile long outlet stream which cmpties
into Sarkar Lake.

There are no barriers on the outlet stream, and thus it can be assumed
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that all species of fish found in Sakar Lake are potentially available in

Lonyg Lake,
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The following specics were documented in Long Lake by the use of
minnow traps: colio salmon, cutthroat trout, sticklebacks, and cottids.
In addition, bolly Varden were obscrved in the outlet stream,

Due to the potential sport fishery offered by this lake, I recommend
the road location be moved cast of Long Lake (sec map). This woulc not
only remove the road from direct contact with Long Lake, but it would also
remove its close location to the three smaller lakes directly south of Long
Lake. Although the more easterly route would entail an a@ditional stream
crossing (the outlet of Long Lake) I feel the overall impact on the sport
fishery resource would be greatly reduced.

II. Unnamed tributary to outlet strcam of Long Lake,

This stream (#1 on map) was surveyed on May 9, in the accompanyment
of Paul Novak, Commercial Fish Division. This stream averaged 10-20 rfeet
wide and 1h-2 feet deep, with pools up to 5 feet deep,

The lower 1/8 to 1/4 mile has open grassy banks and offers excelient
spor:e rishing opportunitics., After the 1/4 mile point upstream, the number
ol windfalls begins to increase making accessibility somewhat difficule.

Throughout the entire area surveyed (up to the forks about 21 miles
upstream) there is a good pool-riffle relationship and the overall rearing
potential is good to very good,

A beaver dam is located at the forks which did not appear to tc a
block. Dolly Varden and coho salmon were observed above the dam,

A proposed spur road i. scheduled to cross this creek at the forks,

1f this occurs, the road will cross two streams, with adverse
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impact on both, It is recommended that if a road crossing does occur, that



oo located 200 vards further downstream from the forks. This wou.d
roduce thie aumbor ol sireams coossed Lo oone.  In general, if logging occurs
alon, Uhis strewn, LU is vecowmsended care be taken in falling and yosding
Creos away from the stream channel. It is also recommended that a wind-
flom leave of timber be left along both sides of the outlet stream ol Long
Lake and ¢he lower 1/4 mile of this tributary to protect the recreatlonal
access and sport rishing opportunities.

TII. Yatuk Creek (ADFG # 103-90-25)

This strecam was surveyed on May 10, with Paul Novak. The section
surveyed included the area from the lower lake to the mouth, The stiecam
averaged 15-30 feet wide and 1-4 feet deep. There was good spawning areas
available throughout the scction surveyed and no -fish blogks were encount-
cred,  The entire area offers good rearing potential.

Overall, duc to the characteristics of the stream (much of the time
it flowed through canyons with rock walls) I could sce no major conflicts

between the sport fish resources and logging., If the trees are felled and
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yarded away frvom the stream, I foresce no problem as far as the reariag
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capaoilitics of the system are concerned, The only pessible conflict would

bo the tributary which flows in Lrom the north about 1/2 mile below the
rake.  This tributary offers excellent spawning and recaring arcas., "he
valley through which it flows is fairly broad and comsequently large trecs
arce lound right down to the strecam banks., Extreme care will have to be

caken when logging this area in order to protect the stream,

There are two areas of possible stream improvements on Yatuk Creek,
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Soth arce blowdown arcas, one is located immediately downstream of the upper

Commercial Fish study site, the other consists of the lower 1/3 mile of



suream, In both arcas, accussibility is extremely difiicuit duce te the
large wumber of windfalls across the creck.
since nearly all the windifalls are not in the creek itself, but rather

it, I can see no problems in removing as many as possible,
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Cleaning up these two arcas would not only improve accessibility, but
would aiso celiminate possible future log jams,

IV. Outside coastline of sale arca.

This areca was surveyed jointly by Novak and myself, as well as Ilanken-
veckier and Wood on May 9 and 10, There were approximately once dozen small
siieams encountered (numbers 3-15 on map) which would offer fair to gpood
rearing potential, Many of thesce streams, however, were flowing through
arcas which have already been clearcut,

There 1s virtually no major sport fishing conflicts along the outer
coast due to the fact tha£ most of the area has been logged alrecady or is
being logged at the present time. The overall recommendation concerning
chis area would be to fell and yard trees away from these streams.

Ve Naukati and Gutchi Crecks,

Although 1 did not personally survey these two streams, members of
the Commercial Fish Division documented coho in Naukati Creck. It must
also be assumed coho and probably Dolly Varden are distributed througiout
both systems as there are no fish blocks present, As a result, if lozging
occurs near these streams, care should be taken in felling and yardinyg trees
away from the streams.

VI. General comments and summary of recommendations.
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Lo must be vemembered that the Sarkar Loke system, with its cxcep:ional
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recreational opportunities, borders this sale arca., Due to the fact that
Lovge veercational leave arcas will be requested around these lakes, I
feel additional large recrecational leave areas within this sale unit are
uinece ssary.

This should not imply, however, that the lakes and streams within this
unit are not imporfant for sport fishing as well as rearing areas, but
merely that I feel logging can take place with a minimum of disturbance to
the arca if the following recommendations are followed:

‘“ (1) Rclocate system road cast of Long Lake.

(2) Leave windfirm stand of timber along outlet strecam of Long Lake

) and lower recaches of tributary to the outlet stream,

(3)  Locate spur road crossing of tributary to Long Lake outlet stream:

A 200 yards or more below forks.

(%) Leave windfirm stand of cimber around Long Lake,
(5) Fell and yard trees away from Yatuk Crecek and all its tributarics.
(6) TFell and yard trees away from all streams along ﬁhe outside coast
of the sale unit,
~ (7) Fell and yard trees away from Naukati and Gutchi Creeks and all
their tributaries and lakes.,
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