CABIN CREEK, SKOWL ARM
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With Carl Rosicr, Asa Wright and Ron Hyder, Sheridan examined :
Cabin Creck Skowl Arm as a potential improvement site on June 20, 1963.
The fall was four to five feet high with rapids below and above. i The
stream at this point splits around a bedrock outcrop, one side of which
is completcly full of logs. This in itself makes it difficult for
salmon to ascend. 1If the log jam were removed it might be possible for
salmon to go up this one side. We recomménd removal of this log jam ./ .
as a habitat improvement project. As stated, this might enable salmon
to go up the side of the fails, or, at least, it would expose this side
of the falls for examination to determine the feasibility of a ladder.
This first falls does not appear to be impassable. However, it should
be checked when fish are in the stream. Powder should modify this falls.
The second falls, about half way between tide water and the lake, is
10 to 15 feet high. It appears to be difficult and/or impassable to
pinks and chums. One steelhead was reported by Bruce Roettgering at the
lake outlet. We also found the bones of what we thought was a steelhead
killed by some kind of a predator within the past week above the falls.
Therefore, there is evidence that steelhcad do get above both falls. If
steelhead ascend both fall~, it is probable that coho do also. There is a
good bedrock outcrop on the left of the falls for anchoring a steecppass.
This would take six sections at least. However, an examination of the.
stream above the second fails to the lake showed there was only about
15,000 to 30,000 sq. ft. of spawning area suitable for chum or coho and
not too good for pink salmon. !

We do not recommend the laddering or modification of either of these falls
with pink or chum in mind. However, the lake should form a good rearing
arca for cohos, and if later on we observe that cohos are having difficulty
with either falls, then this perhaps would be a good improvement project
from the standpoint of the cohos. The lake, containing less than 100
acres, cannot be considered as a worthwhile sockeye salmon project.

Recommendations

1. TFind out if coho salmon go above the falls, and if they do, whether
or not they have difficulty ascending the falls. '

2, 1f coho salmon use the lake system and have difficulty ascending
the falls, make a beneift cost analysis for lgddering the falls.
1f the B/C is favorable, design and construct fishways. :
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:abla Cuect, Soeaton Pay (Retchikan Bistrict) - In this stream, Slajer and
Kulk vere ceogueintza with the possibiliting of habitet irprovement, so the
Forest can initiute ection. These pocsibillites were:

1. A controlled flcw diversion spawning channel off the side of the
styreon.

2, A flood plain spaening chanuel (the channel would be’betveen the
G-16 foot tide level; honce, the state may have to pay for that pox-
tion on state ownad tidelands).

3. Cravel cleaning of the extonsive intertidal and upstreem spavn-
ing arczs. : ’ '

4. Termoval of small island and re—chenncflfng of strezm-at the 15-17
foot tide level and vemoval of log jams botuveen high tide and the falls
with periodic maintcasnce, :

Recermendations

. ' V
B A
1. Execute a toposranhic survey (this fzll if possible, {f not naxt
epring), sud from thic desiga a controlled flcy divercion chanfal off
the side of the strezam as outlined in (1) above, L

2, Explore the pocsibility (with ’DTES) of a flood plain channel
in the {ntertidal zone, Alaska Lapartment of Fish and lame would
probubly have to supply the major part of the cost of construction.

3. With the concufrence of Alaska spartment of Fish and Gzme, engage
in removal of sclected log, jams in the arca betueen hizh tide and the
fall (3/4 nile). A rcpresentative of the Alacka Department of Fish
and Game, the Tocest Cervice fishery blologist, and & ranresentative
of the District Ranger would flag those log joms and portion of log
Jems to be removed. This project can be planncd for &and executed
whether this fall or next spring. )

%, After completfon of the log jam removal project, ewmplore the possi-
bility of rewowing the grassy island at the 15-17 foot tide level and
re-channelling of strecm to creata more gpswning area.




LAKE AND STREAM INVENTORY FORM

Name: t:di'w;’l Creool Catalog no.: /02-60-42
USGS map: Cra, o -PI- 27 Former no(s).: 'l{ﬂc?(K); wR 125
Latitude: &g5c° ,7r" /f?/" Drainage area: . :

Y2

Longitude: j32° 20" 36

No. lakes in system: / /zlo 2 1;701.-0/;
=7

Location description: //( ',J J/rh/,_?"'/, -_//éjl‘,/ /Ar/'} P S' 8: ;);]'/Q;
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SIZE AND ELEVATION OF LAKES IN SYSTEM:

Lake /;/f (/.7; Z 7% v /s
o . o ST{Larm
Identification & condecAraml Lake

. v -4
Size (acres) / 50

. P 106 —
Elevation (fed)| /77042000 | 200

LENGTH AND GRADIENTS OF STREAMS IN SYSTEM:

Stream LTZ Ao Lake
Identification!| caédy |7 &ru

Length ("l | 0.8 | 475
£+ _
Gradient (/»,/e/ 190 | 370

SPECIES OF FISH PRESENT: f..b (huw Coha, Coclreye, Dolly Vaido

SPAWNING DATA: *
Species Iy Choso
s50¢ AS.C. B-2-1v /- o
Escapement
Timing fept - carlly Octoldes
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PROMINENT PHYSICAL FEATURES OF STREAM: | ,wer talls 6" proladly block 40
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