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A\ . VoA
Blossom River lB((JZ)DL'bV\c,gf_,\iyu{jQ
Log jam to Wilson River fol 2+
P.Larson, B.Wood, G.Downey I

6-22-76

$~ "Small" tributary -
10 coho fry observed.

Log jam area 1 1/8 mile
upstream from junction.

Impassable to boats. Alder covered islands.

Fair amount of beaver activity

along the stream.

Sandy banks - keaver

trails and some cuttings

and scent posts.

Deep slow moving
water.

A Stream #8
7/8 mile above

Blossom - Wilson

junction.

Stream banks are generally flat,
grassy and stable. Mostly
spruce and good timber in this

area.
4_125' wide - water level high.
w
Ay
N
This portion of the Blossom Elifie areas - i?mefgravgl
River generally contains Pool l?mitzggz :3:?: Sazeasan
much sand with only a little M P g )

gravel and some area of larger
boulders, spawning potential
here is limited.

Excellent rearing area
within the stream.

Saw 4 adult mergansers
and 1 female with 3 chicks.

E Shallower area with silt, sand, some
g

ravel and larger (12-20") boulders -
limited spawning area.

\ WILSON RIVER
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This is a torrential stream with clear

water and a very steep gradient. In reality
there is no spawning or rearing except at the
junction with the Blossom. Stream looks as
though it is subject to extreme water levels.

Air temp: 55
Rain

Well defined
channel continues
up mountainside.

Very limited kpawning
and rearing.

Small pool at junction.
10 unidentified fry,
sand and gravel sub-
strate.

p—"

Blossom River
Tributary #7
6+-23-76

R.Larson, Jackinsky

Immediately upstream
from tributary is a

small main stream channel
with good rearing area,

Coarse gravel and rubble.

Some spawning in lower few yards
of stream, remainder of stream
steep torrent over boulders,
rubble and coarse gravel.

&———— BLOSSOM RIVER.
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Water temperature; 44
pH 6.5

Lower section
of Trib. #9, 150"
Scattered large spruce

Disappears into currant,

Much beaver

and bear elderberry, devils club
sign. flats.
4'w, .
6D Greatest concentration

of fry.
Numerous 1" fry sp?

10 coho fry 90"

Clear water

Approx. 3 cfs
PP some sand.

Minnow trap
45 min. soak

no fry.
1 merganser f;ZIET——

Observers: R.Larson, T. Jackinsky.
RECOMMENDATIONS : '

8'W, 1' p.
itus bottom

These small streams provide 1little or no
spawning but have many rearing fry for their
size. Streams are not utilized after the
gradient begins to increase. Al1l activity
should be restricted to the top of the slopes
and provisions made to minimize siltation.
6-23-76
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Blossom River
Tributary #9

80'W.

Riffle

1-6" grave

Tributary #9 1' Deep
BLOSSOM N

\\ Excellent
A riffle.

6'D.pool
Rock
cliff



Mo Blosgom River . _ Catalog No.: 1Q1—55ﬂ40;1;‘wfkt;th

facitude: 55 23 43" WRNo.:_ o (Q\T>> YT
Lomgitude: 130 26 18" . KNo.:_ K34~ _. N . .
Goodetic Mép Ne.: Ketchikan C-2.__  Work Area:__Ketchikan . _ . .. ____ ...
jocition: Smeaton Bay, Wilson Arm, large Watershed Length: = 23 miles .
tributary of Wilson River. .. . Drainage Area: 110. sq. miles o

Water Supply Type: _ Snowfields, glaciers, smal lakes, runoff. -

Treils & Survey Routes: Accessible by light skiff and outboard for about nine miles,
remainder by foot, no reported trails.

herial Survey Notes: Easily surveyed by light plane from Keta River pass upstream,
occasional strong downdrafts on SE side of valley ~ caution advised.

Anchorage: Large vessels anchor fair off Wilson River falts, east side, Smaller boats
may enter Wilson River at high tide, anchor in pool below confluence with Wilson River.
Tide Stage when Surveyed: Second half of flood.

FL [SHERY A\I‘QOURCF‘S
Comrercial Fisheries:  Pink, chum, king, coho - much potnetial for both rearing and
nonmfearlng species.

Ascapemnent: Hi historic: 30,000 pink (7-29-51) 4500 chum (10-5-52) 1000 coho (9-26-49)
500 king (8-13-56) .Spawning area 344,000 m? (120'Wx47520'Lx65% ASA)Ave. Esc. since 1961:
Spocics Composition: Pink, chum, king, coho, trout 19,300
;i};lyy Early - July, August. Peak occurs last week of August.

Sehooling Areas:ww__;?hroughout_ﬁirst 1.3 miles of deep, slow current.

<11 fish Potontial: Dungeness, tanner and -(Probably)king crab, shrimp in Wilson
Arm. Fair crab productlon lOWer Wilson River flats.,

(4537 Fisheries: Steelhead, cutthroat, Dolly Varden, king, pink, chum, coho, halibut
o{{-@klson River flats during salmon runs. .

I.ond Use at Present: Recreation and mineral exploration. Important waterfowl feed-
ing and resting area.

History of Land Use:“MwMineral exploration, some handlogging in area.

venabilitation Potoﬁl}hl:a_NOne feasible. *

“oils:  Relatively stable in broad lower reaches, narrow valley and steeper gradient

with associated slides and erosion further upstream.

FSOURCES -
TTTITT pish carcasses or bones (old or fresh) on banks, estimate e
XNMMBEX XHEXAXBRPANBE Sets of tracks. .2
Guene —m———= Muber seen on tide flats - 65
Number secen up creek 14
Number of broods scen e
vallards —-— Mumber seen on tide flats 10

Nunber seen up creek
Number of broods seen

ansers -  Number of broods secen .36

”u]u Fagles~ Number seen along creek 2

number of nests seen and location . S

Goals —————- Nuimber secen at mouth 6 L
Tide flats - Estimate length along beach _“ﬁ”jl

Estimate depth out from beach 100 yds.

Eel grass present on what percent of flats 2%
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Blossom River

101-55-40

e

DATE

| 8-6-49

I

|

! 7-30-50
§7~29—51
\ 7-29-52
9-30-53
a-12-54

7-31-55

{8-18-65

8~1

W
t
)]
)]

8-28-71

8-2-72

PEAK ESCAPEMENT

RECORD

PINK CHUM OTIIER SPECILES REMARKS
15,500 1
6,000
30,000
6,900 50
450 70 2 kings
500
3,000 500 kings
300 100 kings
the jonly survey Visibility poor. Lots of silt.
20 the only survey. Spread out.
4,100 Visibility excellent.
800 few {75 kings N
6,000 1,000 Good visibility, chums spawning,
some dead.
1,000 500 few kings Good visibility, chums spawning.
26,000 1,000 150 kings All spawning. Fish entire lengthi
780-mixed Visibility excellent except some
shaddow on lower stream. 400 @
mouth.

76,000 5,000 Visibility excellent. Mostly
spread and spawning fish to
block. 1000 @ mouth.

1,100 100 Good visibility.

58,300 Visibility excellent for this
stream. Few 100 dead.

5,000 Visibility good, Small bunches
really spread out - upper.

47,000 Visibility good, some glare,
milky.
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Blossom River

;Ol~55~§pv“;

'

DATE

PINK

3,700

40,000

11,000

.

PEAK BSCAPLMENT RECORD

CHUM OTHER SPECIES

REMARKS

700 146 kings
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b e e

70% chum. Visibility good.

Count low due to glare. Clear
& calm,

Visibility excellent.




